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Theatrical Majeſty, 
THEODORE I. 


KING of CORSICA. 


SERE. 

O jump from behind the 
Counter of a Bookſeller's 

Shop to the Throne, is, I 
own, a bold and daring 
Leap; and your Majeſty 
will no doubt think it very 
extraordinary, that your auguſt Name ſhould 
be prefix'd to this ſecond Volume, when the 
firſt thought it made a glorious Appearance 
under the Protection of 7emmy the Bookſeller's 


NX 


Boy: But if your Majeſty will be pleaſed to 


recollect, that before your Arrival in Corſica 
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DEDICATION. 


you was almoſt as little known as he, I hope 
you'll pardon my Boldneſs. 


Wrar an unlucky Thing was it for the 
Hebrew People, that you did not ſet up to be 
King of Jeruſalem ! An Attempt of that Kind 
would have, no doubt, been attended with the 
fame Succeſs which you have met with in in- 
vading a Country to which the Genocſe have 
an undoubted Right. What Glory, what 
Honour, muſt have redounded to the Jews, 


from your perſonating the Meſſiah whom they 


expect! and how happy had it been for them 
to have had ſuch a bold Adventurer at their 


Head! Perhaps the Difficulty of the Under- 


taking diſcouraged you from the Attempt ; but 


the Supplies which you might have expected 
from the Jews of Amſterdam would have made 
all caly. Let me beg Leave, Sire, to offer you 
a ſalutary Advice: Should Cor/ica ever turn too 
hot for you, get yourſelf circumciſed; and 
lead a People to the Banks of Jordan, who 
only wait for a Deliverer: But to gain the 
Affection of the Hebrews, you muſt change 
your Scheme of Government; the 1ſraelites 
are not at all fond of being tied to a Poſt, 
nor will ever Severity do with them. 


To 


\F ws Þ} tit 
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To me it would ſeem that you fall in with 
the Politicks of thoſe who conquer'd the New 
World. Ferdinando Cortes treated the Mexicans 
juſt as you treat the Corficans. May it not be 
preſumed that, in your Travels in Spain, you 
have catch'd the Genius of that General. 
Remember that Religion was the Pretext of 
all his Cruelties; but the Caſe is quite diffe- 
rent where you now command: 'The Nations 
are all true ſound Roman Catholicks. Perhaps 
you want to imitate the Duke of Alla; but 
if ſo, Sire, allow me to tell your Majeſty, that 
you chuſe a very bad Model: By his Crueltieg 
he loſt the half of the Netherlands, and they 
contributed not a little to the forming of the 
Republick of Holland. 


Ler me therefore beg of your fictitious 
Majeſty, rather to follow the Example of many 
great Men, full of Valour and Courage, but 


always ready to pardon. Henry IV. to whom 
you're no more a-kin than the Cobler's to the 
King, conquer'd his Kingdom as much by 
gentle Means as by Force. 


By imitating that Hero you'll gain the 
People's Hearts; the Inhabitants of your new 
a3. Empire 


Empire will love you, and Strangers will come 


DEDICATION. 


from all Parts to offer you their Service. Count 
Bonneval will throw off the Turban, and come 
to be your General. Baron Polnitz will take 
to his Band again, and be your Chaplain, 
The Duke of Ripperda will deſert the King 
of Morocco's Intereſt to be your Miniſter of 
State; and I proteſt to your Majeſty, that 
if ſome little Differences betwixt my Family 
and me had not been very lately made up, I 
ſhould, with great Pleaſure, have ſerved you 
in the Station of your Chancellor : But you'll 
find Perſons enough duly qualified for that high 
Poſt ; and I promiſe you, that I ſhall make it 


my Buſineſs to enquire after Men worthy of 


it, and punctually acquaint your Majeſty. 
Jam, 
ih a profound Reſpect, 
Tour pretended Majeſty's 
Moſt humble, and moſs 
Obedient Servant, 
The 'Tranſlator of 
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| TRANSLATOR. 


A * the Preface to the 2 Vo- 
lame I took care to anſwer the 
12 ons caſt upon me by the 
Hol- brain'd Bigots, ſtrenuous 

ESD ee" A vicates of cvery Perſon that 
SY | Zo; wears a Cowl and Sandals. [ 

r hromiſed to grant a Truce to the 
Monks hereafter ; and I have been as good as my 
Word. For, in the Letters of this Volume, they 
are only occaſionally mentioned. 

T have endeavoured that this Tranſlation ſhould 
be as exact and conciſe as poſſible, and have made 
it my particular Care to give the true Senſe of 
the Author; not forgetting, at the ſame time, to 
give 


The PREFACE 
give it the Air of an Original, in which the greateſt 
Part of Tranſlations are very deficient. 

All the Pains I have taken to merit the Eſteem 
and Approbation of the Publick are of no Account 
with the Bigots: They ſtand their Ground, and 
ſtill cry out; Does this Tranſlator imagine that 


he lays us under any Obligation, when he ſpares. 


& our Friends the Monks, but comes open-mouth'd 
© on our dear Siſters the Nuns ? The one is well 
e worth the other, and his ſecond Volume as 
& richly deſerves to be burnt as the firſt.” Some 
Zokes of Jacob Brito's, upon the Bones and ſan- 
ctiſied Rags, which Avarice has chriſtened by the 
Name of Relicks, have made them ſtark ſtaring 
mad; and they would willingly beſtow all the 
Money which theſe pious Frauds produce in a Year 
to make a Sacrifice of me. They publiſh every 
where, that I have no Religion, that none but 
a declared Enemy to Heaven would preſume to 
tranſlate the Jewiſh Letters: And, as an evi- 
dent Proof of their Accuſation, they ſay, that I 
make a Feſt of St. Chriſtopher's Chine-bone, 
and the Prophet Jeremiah's Tooth. 

T1 might give this as a ſatisfaftory Anſwer, 


That, when we're tranſlating any Author, we 


ought to be exatt in rendering his Thoughts as we 
find them expreſs d in the Original; and that the 
Tranſlators of Lucretius were never attack'd for 
that Philoſopher's Opinions. But I drop this Ar- 
gument; and would have them to know, though 
they are pleaſed out of their abundant Charity to 
tax me with Irreligion, that the Jewiſh Letters 


contain nothing but what the Launois, the Ma- 
| billons, 
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billons, and other Catholicks of Senſe, ſpeak. 
loudly every Day. Dll go further, and even al- 
low that there are ſome bold Strokes in them; 
but are they not pardonable in a Jew ? | 
proceed to another Article of Accuſation, viz, 

The ſevere Criticiſms upon the Court of Rome. 
To this I have but one Word to ſay. *Tis tobe 
obſerved, that Aaron Monceca, Jew as he is, 


ſcarce ever mentions the Sovereign Pontiff, but as 


@ particular Prince and Maſter of Rome. 

A Man may be a very good Catholic, and 
get write againſt the Vices of a corrupted Ceart. 
Here's a plain Proof. Pope Pius II. little dream- 
ing that he ſhould ever be exalted to the Sovereign 
Pontificate, when he was but plain Afneas Syl- 
vius the Poet, thus writes to his Friend John 
Perigal: “Nihil eſt, quod argento Romana 
* curia non dedat; nam & ipſæ manus im- 
& poſitiones, & ſpiritus ſancti dona vendun- 
ce tur; nec peccatorum venia niſi nammatis 


e impenditur. Serva igitur aurum, ut, cum 
© opus ſit, præſto requiras *, 1. e. Money pro- 


& cures every Thing at the Court of Rome; 
& the laying on of Hands, the Gifts of the Holy 
“ Ghoſt, and the Forgiveneſs of Sins: Be ſure 
& therefore to preſerve your Gold for a favours 
& able Occaſion.” If there be any Thing ſo 


Bold as this in the Jewiſh Letters, Tm ready to 


ackuowledge my Error in tranſlating them; but 
if, on the contrary, Aaron Monceca has been 
much more reſery'd than Pius Il. the Bigots muſt 
allow, that he has advanced nothing but what a 

MEA ftlaunch 
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4 launch Roman Catholick. may, ſay, ſince I dont 
1 thin that they'll diſpute this Pope's being a true 
| Son of the Romiſh Church : And could they but 
get the better of the Prejudices that blind them, 
1 they would plainly perceive that the Fundamentals 
i of Religion are not at all attack'd by expoſing the 
Vices of particular Perſons, who make Uſe of it 
1 as a Skreen to their Crimes, and cannot be too 
l ſeverely laſh'd. How happy would it be could the 
| Ambition and Avarice of the Court of Rome be 
| reſtrain'd by laying them open to publick Cenſure ! 
1 Before I conclude this Preface, I ſhall tak 
0 Notice of ſome other Objections. Aaron Mon- 
| ceca is charged with blaming the whole Body of 
. Janſeniſts, hough there are among them Men'of | 
I Honour and Probity. They who make this Ob- 
1 jection have not duly examined the Work, or they 
. would have ſeen that the J anſeniſts are divided 
1 into two Claſſes. The ancient Janſenilts, ſuch as the 
|| Arnnaulds, the Paſchals, and the Sacis, deſerv'd 
"if the Eſteem of all good Men, and are commended 
| in twenty different Places. The Fathers of the 
2. Oratory, who chimed in with the Opimons of thoſe 
; 
| 
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great Men, have never been ſo much as mention'd 
in thoſe Letters: And therefore, when the Jan- 
ſeniſts are /poke of, it muſt be underſtood of the 
Seft of Convulſionaries; Men known for malig- 
1 nant Fanaticks, and dangerous Knaves. 

14 The Feſuits are peek'd to think that their So- 
| ciety ſhould be called arabitious and formidable. 
But, in good Earneſt, would not they themſelves 
1 beartily laugh at any one who ſhould call them 
1 humble, Deſpiſers of Honours, and very * 
Wo avout 


about the Riches. and Grandeurs of this World? 
Has it not been acknowledged that they are regu- 
lar in their Behaviour, learned, civil, polite, and 
even honeſt Men in their private Capacity? Aaron 
Monceca would have perhaps gone further, but 
for fear of telling a Lye. net 
Some French Men, who are accuſlomed to praiſe 
no Country but their own, have complained, that 
Aaron Monceca has fpewn the ſame paſſionate 
Friendſhip for the Dutch, as Voltaire for the 
Engliſh. This Hebrew knew the Merit and 
VDirtues of that Nation, and he was too much 
¶ a Philoſopher to reſtrain himſelf, or to diſguiſe 

his Sentiments. 
Had be Sound elſewhere the ſame Dualities that 
he ſo much commended in the Dutch, he would 
bave equally applauded them : His Sincerity could 
not bear with the pernicious Maxims of the Con- 
verters. Happy they who ſhall follow his Prin- 
ciples, which are ſo agreeable to the Law of Na- 
ture that they need no Apology! The mad Ex- 
ceſſes of the hot-brain'd Gatholicks have given him 
often Occaſion to commend the Mildneſs and Wiſ= 
dom of the Dutch Government. He ſeems to love 
the Nazarene Proteſtants; and that his Friend 
hip for them was owing. to their Fidelity to their 
Princes, particularly to Henry IV. his Hero; 
for whom they preſerved the Crown when certain 
blind Gatholicks endeavour'd to take it from him. 
And I muſt add, before I conclude, that, if the 
Jewiſh Letters are tax'd with Paſſages contrary 
to the Sentiments of the high flying — 
thoſe 


The PREFACE. 


thoſe very Perſons muſt be obliged to own, that 
it were to be wiſh'd all People agreed with his 
Sentiments about the moral Precepts, and the 
Reſpeft due to Sovereigns. © 3 

What remains is to aſſure the Publick that, in 
the Tranſlation of the following Volumes, 1 ſhall 
endeavour to merit the Applauſe given tn the firſt, 


of which the Sale has been mure favourable than 


{ could have expected, and baffled the Hopes of 


thoſe whceſe Bigotry could not bear with the Suc- 
ee/s of ſuch @ Book. | 
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LETTER LVI. 


Jacosp BRITO # AARON MONCECA, 


ENICE, my dear Monceca, 
difters from many other Itali- 
an I owns, whole Inhabitants 
may be characteriz'd by gene- 
ral Remarks on their Man- 
ners; here the Common Peo- 
ple, the Women, the Prieſts, 
the Children, and, in ſhort. all 

| the different Claſſes, deſerve 

our particular Notice. In my former Letters, I 
treated of their Government in general; and, in 
in this, a Detail of their Cuſtoms ſhall be the 
Subject of thy Entertainment. 85 

When the Nobles go abroad, their conſtant Dreſs 
is a long Robe of black Cloth lin'd with Minever 
in Winter, and Ermine in Summer ; and tho' Furrs 
are very improper for the Month of Auguſt, in Italy, 
ſhould they drop down with Heat, ſuch mult be 

1 their Dreſs; Grandeur, Dignity, and Policy, make 

5 it neceſſary, and they mult obey. Tis not in this 

43 Vr. II. — 8 Particular 
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Particular only, that the noble Venetiaus are Vic- 
tims to their Rank, but in almoſt all the Actions 
of Life. | 

They're commonly addreſs'd by the Title of 
Excellency, and ſaluted by kiſſing their Sleeve, 
forming, towards the Elbow, a pretty large Bag, 
which ſerves, upon Occaſion, for a Wallet to bring 
home Proviſions from the Market; ſo that in this 
Sleeve, where reſides the Venetian Grandeur, is 
often ſtowed a ſwinging Leg of Mutton, with a 
Dozen of Artichokes. 

This will ſurprize thee, but *tis certain that the 
Nobles are their own Caterers, without the At- 
tendance of Servants; and when they're returning 
With their Cargo, tis the Cuſtom to take no Notice 
of them in the Street, unleſs you be of their par- 
ticular Acquaintance. | 

From the noble Venetian to the Gondolier, all 
ſet up for Wits and Politicians : The ſimpleſt 
Water-man thinks himſelf as pretty a Fellow as 
the ableſt Senator; and makes his Boaſt, that no 


Enterprize is too difficult for his Capacity. 


*Fis true, none can conduct a Love-Intrigue 
better than he, or bring it to a happier Iſſue, what- 
ever Difficulties may lie in the Way: He's ac- 
quainted with all the Turns and Windings, knows 
the critical Minutes and the Back- ſtairs, keeps a 
Correſpondence with the Chamber-maids, and fur- 
niſhes Scaling-Ladders, upon Occaſion : In ſhort, 
he's qualified to give Advice to the ſhrewdeſt 
Monks, to be admitted, were he in Fraxce, a 


Member of the Secret Council of the Convul- 


ſionaries; and, to finiſh his Character, he's as de- 
ceitful as a Jauſeniſt, as cunning as a Jeſuit, as 
little ſcrupulous as a Cordelier *, as debauch'd as 
a Carm f, and as hypocritical as a young Abbot 
hunting after a Living. 

The 


* A Franciſcan Fiiar, f A Carmelite, or White Friar. 
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The Carnaval brings Crowds of Strangers to 
Venice; and this Seaſon of Gaiety, and publick 
Diverſions, is the Water- man's Harveſt ; but no 
ſooner Lent comes, then decamp's the Word: 
Travellers, Puppets, Comedians, Bears, Raree- 


” ſhews, and Whores (I mean thoſe whom Devo» 


tion had brought from neighbouring Countries) 
pack up and are gone; but for the Ladies of Plea- 
ſure who are Reſidenters in the Place, being ne- 
ceſſary Members of the State, and greatly contri- 
buting to the Good of it, due Care is taken to 
prevent their deſerting : To their other uſeful 


Qualifications they join no ſmall Knowledge in 


Politicks, which, notwithſtanding the Toil and Fa- 
tigue of their Profeſſion, they ſtudy with great 
Application; and Inſtances might be given of ſome 
of thoſe Female Politicians, who have very much 
diſtinguiſh'd themſelves, particularly one, who, in 
Imitation of Solon, and to render the Profeſſion of 
Gallantry illuſtrious, laid out the Money ſhe had 


acquir'd, in building a magnificent Chapel, dedi- 


cated to a certain Magdalen, the famous Egyptian 
Curtezan, as the Legiſlator of the Atheniaus built 
a Temple to Venus with the Money which the 

publick Women of the City had earn'd. 
We have here Abundance of fine Churches, and 
one would think that the Fenetiaus, by the Names 
which they give them, ſavour'd a little of Judaiſm : 
Whether their not invoking the Saints canoniz'd 
by Rome, proceeds from a Contempt of that Court, 
I know not, but the moſt of their Temples are 
dedicated to our Patriarchs and Prophets; ſo that 
a Few, upon his Arrival in this Country, is very 
much ſurpris'd when he hears the People ſpeaking 
of St. Job's Church, St. Moſes*'s, St. Feremiab's, 
St. Daniel's, and St. Zachary's. The Monks who 
officiate at St. Jeremiab's, ſhew one of this Pro- 
B 2 phet's 
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phet's Teeth; and I made a particular Enquiry, 
it, in the Temple of St. Moſes, they had not ſome 
Piece of our Law-giver's Horns *, but no ſuch 
Thing was to be ſeen, nor any half-ripe Boyl of ho- 
neſt old ſcabby Job, preſerved in a holy Fhial. A 
Monk told me, as a grand Secret, that the Court 
of Rome ſold ſuch Relicks at a very high Rate, 
which occaſion'd their Scarcity; and therefore I 
ſuppoſe thece are only Arms, Legs, and Jaw-bones, 
ot holy Nazarexes to be ſeen in the Temple of St. 
Moſes, and that nothing remains of the ancient 1/- 
raelites at Venice, but the Prophet Feremiah's Tooth, 
inclos'd in a golden Caſe ſet about with Diamonds; 


and ſuch a ſwinging Tusk it is, that I ſhould have 


taken it rather for a Horſe's than a Man's, nad 1 


not been told, that the ancient Fathers tar exceeded 
us in Stature. 


This monſtrous Tooth puts me in mind of an- 


Other Relick, which a Friend told me he had ſeen 


in a very fine Church at Munich, viz. The great 
St. Chriſtopher's Chine-bone, as large as an Ele- 
phant's, and in great Veneration thro' the whole 
Country of Bavaria. 
Tho' the Monks at Venice, as in other Countries, 
are mighty fond of their Relicks, yet few, except 
the common People, give any Credit to the Mi- 


racles attributed to them; Perſons of Diſtincion 


look upon ſuch Things as a proper Amuſement 
for the Vulgar : But ſhould they prove as trouble- 
ſome as thoſe of St. Paris in France, I make no 
Doubt but that the Senate would, without any 
Ceremony, order them to be thrown into the 

Adriatick 


* When Mo ſes came down from Mount Sinai, Aaron and the People 
Taw that his Face ſhined, Exod. xxxiv. The Latin Reading is, 
Facies ejus erat cornuta 3 and hence it is, that Aſo/es is painted with 
Horns, which ſome of the Rabbies have interpreted Horns of Magni- 
ficence : The Error ſprang from the doubtſul Signification of 
the Hebrew Word, meaning Splendor or Brightneſs, and alſo 
Horns, Goodwin's Civ, & Eccl. Rites, Lib, II. Clap, 6. P. 197, 
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Adriatick Gulf, and ſeverely puniſh thoſe who en- 
deavour'd to make a Handle of them, in order to 
delude the People. Some time ago, the Republi. k 
being at Variance with the Sovercign Pontit, he 
thought proper to ſuſpend the whole Clergy of 
Venice from the Exercile of their Functions; the 
Senate ordered them not to mind his Holineſs's 
Suſpenſion, but to perform the divine Service, as 
uſual : Some Monks“, however, thought fit to obey 
the Pontiff, for which they were quickly lent a pack» 
ing out of the Republick, and not allowed to return 
but by their Submiflion to very hard Conditions, 
after Matters were made up with the Court of K.. 
I have told thee already, my dear Monceca, how 
dangerous it is, in this Country, to plot ag ant 
the State, and how ſeverely the leaſt Appearance 
of ſuch Deſigns is puniſh'd: Great Rewards are 
given to Informers, wien their Advices are really 
uſeful. Under the Piazza's of St. Mzri's Palace, 


and in different Parts of the Galleries, there are 


Muzzles of Beaſts, into whoſe Mo! aths, whorver 
pleaſes, may throw what Letters he thinks pi Oper, 
to the Inquiſitors of State; and this is called, 


Denouncie Secrete. Don't imagine that the En- 


couragement given to Informers, lays a Man at 
the Mercy of an Enemy ; the Judges of the State- 
Inquiſition are fo wite and prudent, that no Perſon 
needs be afraid of Puniſhment, unleſs he be really 
guilty. There's no Country in the Univerſe where 
Men enjoy more Liberty than at Fenice; the Ar- 
menians, Jews, and Greeks, are allow'd the free 
and publick Exerciſe of theit Ceremonies and Ritesz 
and the other Religions are alto tolerated, the Go- 
vernment affecting not to know of their Aſſemblies 
kept in fuch a prudent and diſcreet Manner, that 
the Senate has no Ground to be diſpleaſed: In 
Mort, Liberty is ſo univerſal in this happy Country, 

B that 

The Jeſultes and capuchins, 
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that the very Monks and Friars enjoy it more than 
could be imagined; they may mask in Carnaval- 
time, keep a Miſtreſs, ſing on the Stage, and do 
whatever their Inclinations lead them to, provided 
neither their Debauchery nor Devotion interfere 
with the Affairs of State. Venice, as to its Max- 
ims, has nothing in common with Rome, but the 
Protection granted to Ladies of Pleaſure; in every 
thing elſe, no People reſemble other leſs, parti- 


cularly with regard to Superſtition and monkifh 


Authority. 
A pretty odd Story, which lately happen'd at 


Meſſina, entertains the Town juſt now, and ſets 


the monachal Power in a glorious Light. The 
Datch Conſul in that City, had a very handſome 
Daughter, about 16 or 17 Years of Age: The 
Godly took it into their Heads to make a Saint 
of her; they could by no Means bear the Thoughts 
of ſuch a pretty Creature's being ſome time or 
Other a Prey to Devils, and therefore piouſly re- 
ſolved, in order to ſet her in the right Road to 


Heaven, that ſhe ſhould be taken from her Parents, 


and that ſhe ſhould make free with a little of her 
Father's Gold, when ſhe left him: The Autho- 
rity of five or fix Spaniſh Divines, who made it a 
meritorious Action in a Girl to rob her Father, 
if a Proteſtant, and that her Intentions were to 
Tetire to a Monaſtry, fully perſuaded the young 
Lady of the Piety and Holinefs of the Project, ſo 
that ſhe was only at a Loſs how to execute it; 
but a Scheme was ſoon contriv'd by two Reverend 
Capuchiu Fathers, ſuch as might be expected from 
Perſons ſo keen as they to ſerve God and bilk 
Satan, They went frequently, as Mendicants for 
the Community, to the Conſul's; who, good Man, 
never allow'd them to go away empty-handed, little 
dreaming of the friendly Office they intended him. 


Theſe worthy Diſciples of St. Francis found Means 


every 
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every Time they went to the Houſe, to ſlip ſome 


of the young Catechumen's Clothes into their 
Wallet of Proviſions; and, at laſt, when all the 
whole Wardrobe was carried off, ſhe laid Hands 
on a large Purſe of Gold, and with it made an 
Elopement : Her Parents ſoon underſtood where 


| ſhe was, and the Motive of her Flight, which 


ſtrangely ſurpriſed them; but as the Cale was with- 
out Remedy, they took Patience. | 
The new Saint was received Nun, and ſolemnly 
vow'd that Love to Man ſhould never touch her 
Heart; that ſhe ſhould be conſtantly ſubjected to 
the Caprice of an old peeviſh Matron; and receive 
no Money, without directly giving it to the Monks. 
For near three Years the holy Convert was the 


Subject of general Converſation in Meſina; and 
.they were already laying Schemes to raile the hun- 


dred thouſand Crowns, to pay tor her Canonization 


after Death. Several Friars took Occaſion in the 


Pulpits, from this Converſion, to rail againſt the Pro- 
teſtants; they propheſied the total Deſtructionof Hol- 
land and England, and made ſome rhetorical Flou- 
riſhes to the Pretender, aſſuring him, that as ſoon as 
God had deſtroyed all the Engliſb, for the Puniſh- 
ment of their Rebellion, he ſhould be reſtored, and 
might carry. along with him as many Monks and 
Friars as he pleas'd, who would be very uſeful and 
aſſiſting in re-peopling the Country. 

When all Sicih was ſo much taken up with 
the bleſſed Nun, that every Mother nam'd her as 
a Pattern to her Daughter, and the People were 
ready to ſeize her old tatter'd Rags tor Relicks 
and Scapularies, ſhe, all of a ſudden, diſappear'd. 
At firſt they tancied ſhe was miraculouſly hid from 


human Eyes, and in Converſation with St. Roſe 


and St. Clare; but as ſhe appear'd no more, an 
able Divine found out, that having had only for 
ſome time /#fficizg Grace, which is not ſufficient, 
: | _ ths 
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ſhe had made a falle Step; and that it was proper 
to wait for an Impulſe of Grace efficacions, to bring 
her back: Though this Reaſoning ſcem'd to be 
good, yet the Inquiſition thought it favour'd of 
Janſeniſm; and the Divine was like to have been 
leverely handled for his nice Diſtinction. As for 
the Saint, ſhe made the beſt of her Way tor Hiol- 
land, in a Rotterdam Ship; and, to render herſelf 
worthy of efficaczons Grace, executed the fifth Com- 
mandment, and ask'd Forgiveneſs ot her Parents 
for her Diſobedience. The biſhop, netcied ro the 
Quick at the Loſs of one of his itray'd Sheep, ſet 
all Meſſina in an Uproar, and the Authority ot the 
Governor could ſcarce protect the Conſul; his 
Houle was ſearch'd, and his Servants: ſtrictly ex- 
amined ; but :f:er many fruitleſs Perquiſitions, the 
o0d Prelate was even forc'd to imitate the Conſul's 
atience. 
Farewel, my dear Monceca; I long to hear from 
thee. 
Ceuice, x. 
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LETTER LVIL 
AARON M oNCECA fe JAacos BRITo. 


H Letters on the Manners and Cuſtoms 

of the Lemetians, gave me great Pleaſure. 
] admire their Wiſdom and I'rudence in ſetting 
Bounds to the Ambition and Enthuſiaſm of Monks: 
Bat of all their Regulations, the debarring the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Tribunals from meddling with any thing 
that comes from the Preſs, is the mott judicious ; 
this is the ſureſt Means of preſerving the Mind in 
a proper Independency, and from falling into Su- 
perſtition. The 
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The Ideas of the moſt illuſtrious Men become 
the Privilege of every Individual, and the Learned 
labour ſucceſsfully in improving the Minds of their 
Fellow -Citizens, when theſe may freely ſtudy what 
thoſe may freely write. I he Ambition and Addreſs 
of the Monks, to ſmother what made not for them, 
have robb'd the World of many valuable Works. 
What excellent Books have not been either wholly 
ſuppreſs'd, or lam'd and mangled by Bigots, before 
Printing was invented ! and how happy ought we 
to eſteem ourſelves, that this noble Art has put a 
Stop to their Knavery this Way! Had Books re- 
main'd much longer under their Direction, we 
ſhould probably have had no other Hiitorians, nor 
Authors, but ſome wretched Nazareze Writers; 
The Conformity of St. Francis with Feſus Chriſt, 
and the Andes of ſome Monks, would have ſup- 
ply'd the Place of Titus Livy, and of Salluſt: 
T was not the Fault of a Sovereign Pontiff, that the 
former, the Prince of Hiſtorians, was not wholly 
ſuppreſs'd; this Pontiff, nam'd Gregory*, condemn'd 
this Work to the Flames. What Misfortune to the 
World, my dear Brito, had the Men who liv'd in this 
Gregory's Days, imitated his Enthuſiaſm ! Malice, 
Guilt, and Hypocriſy, are mortal Enemies to Learn- 
ing; the unmasking and expoſing their Deformities, 
exaſperate them againſt it. 

While Mankind ſeem'd to have loſt the Uſe of 
natural Reaſon, the Prieſts and Monks, the only 
Tranſcribers of Manuſcripts, ſold them at an ex- 
travagant Price, and took care to leave out what 
might give the leaſt Hint of their I ricks; and they 
ſurely would have wholly ſuppreſs'd certain Books, 
but for us Fews, ſcatter'd all over Greece and Italy: 
We were in Poſſeſſion of thoſe Manuſcripts, as 
well as they; and as it was not in their Power 
to deprive the Publick altogether of them, as ahh 

orc” 


* Gregory I, ſurnamed the Great, 
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forc'd to be ſatisfied with taking out whole Paſſages, 
and ſometimes ſubſtituting others in their Place. We 
have, to this very Day, Inſtances of thefe mona- 
Chal Suppreſſions: A full Half of Horace, Juvenal, 
and Orid's Works, c. are wanting in the Edi- 
tions publiſh'd by Monks; and if many others did 
not preſerve them entire, we ſhould ſoon loſe thoſe 
laſt Treaſures of Antiquity. 

I confeſs, my dear Brito, that tis inconceivable 
to me, how Lucretius has reached us entire. I 
know not who have been the exact and faithful 
Tranſcribers; if we're beholden to the Monks, I 
{ſincerely pardon ſome of their Rogueries, not that 
I approve of this Poet's pernicions Sentiments 
about the Divinity ; may all Attempts that tend to 
leſſen the profound Veneration due to the Author 
and Preſerver of the World, be confounded ! but 
the reſt of his Work is ſo beautiful, ſo perfect, 
and ſo artfully diverſified, that it muſt have been 
a conſiderable Loſs to have been deprived of it. 

Chance has reſtored to us Petronius, almoſt 
perfect; and we have alſo recovered ſome other 
Fragments of ſeveral Books. Perhaps, ſome time 
or other, it will be our Happineſs to light on Tacitus 
and Titus Livy, entire and compleat: Abundance 
of People pretend that there is ſuch a Copy in the 
Grand Seignior's Library. I have heard this poſi- 
tively aſſerted by many People; but I aſſure thee of 
the contrary, and I ſpeak upon 'good Grounds. 

Lewis XIV. always intent upon railing his Glory, 
wanted that the Univerſe ſhould be obliged to him 
for the whole Works of Titus Livy, if they were 
to be found. He cauſed write to Mr. Feriol, his 
Embaſſador at the Porte, to offer any Money for 
the pretended perfect Copy in the Library of the 


Seraglio: The Embaſſador addreſs'd himſelf to the 


Vizir, who propoled it to the Grand Seignior : The 
Affair met with Obſtacles ; the Court did not much 
iacline 
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incline to have the Manuſcript verified, in order to 
know if it was more pertect than what we have. 
Mr. Ferie was not diſcouraged by the bad Suc- 
cets ot his firit Artemp: ; he took a proper Method 
to have tne Arfair propoſed to the Library-keeper, 
with a hundred thouſind Crowns, if he would 
deliver the M. SS. for a certain Time, and conſent 


that what is wanting of this Hiltorian ſnould be 
copied out, ſo that the Book might be reſtored 
again to the Library, and no-body know what 


bad been done. The Library-keeper jump'd at the 
Offer; an hundred thouſand Crowns ſounded well, 
and lie fairly undertook to deliver the Book: But 
the Jeſt of all is, that after having ſought, and bet- 
ter ſought, the Manuſcript could not be found; 
© inſtead of a Titus Livy entire, even the Works 


that we have were not in the Library; or, atleaſt, 
if they were, the Library-keeper did not think pro- 
per to mention them: Much griev*d to lole ſo large 
a Sum, he ſent the Embaſſador Word, that what 
he wanted could not be found. I know it may 
be thought, that the Library-keeper, having reflected 
on the Danger he expoſed himſelf to, might have 
changed his Mind: This is not aboſutely impoſ- 
ſible; but I allo know, that a hundred thouſand 
Crowns are very teinpting, particularly with a 
Tark accuſtomed to run all Hazards for Money. 
What is wanting of this Hiitorian, gives the French 
great Concern; and I'm pretty well aſſur'd, that 
two hundred thouſand Crowns would be willingly 
given to have it perfect: Inis Sum would be eaſily 
raiſed by Subſcriptions in the Kingdom of private 
Perſons, who would incline to have Copies of 
that valuable Book. . 
Could'ſt thou imagine, my dear Brito, that, in 
a Country where they are ſo fond of good Books, 
the Monks ſhould have nevertheleſs found Means 
to eſtabli a Sort of Inquitition againſt Buok- 
| ſelin, ? 
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ſelling? All the Books, in which they fancy them- 
ſelves in the leaſt attack'd, are prohibited under 
very ſevere Penalties: Thoſe that read them, are 
puniſhed by hard Penances at Confeſſion. They 
animate the Magiſtrates to join with them; and 
it appears to be more dangerous to write in a Book, 
that a Monk is moſt commonly a Rogue, than 
to publiſh a Syſtem of Atheiſm, or ſome Work ri- 
diculing Piety and Virtue: Yet when any thing 
that's good is printed in any Part of Europe, not- 
withſtanding all the Pains taken to prevent its ap- 
pearing at Paris, they have it directly, and even 
ſooner than in any other Place; the Prohibition 
to hinder the Sale, very much augments the Price 
and Demand. The Hawkers take care to furniſh 
the Beaus, Gown-men, and Courtiers. The very 


Ladies are fond of prohibited Books; and while 
an Attire-woman 


Batit de leurs Cheveux, le Galent edifice. 
h | 1. . 


Rears up their Locks into a gallant Pile, 
Some foppiſh Lover reads aloud the while. 


Thou'lt perhaps be curious to know why Books 
are liable to ſuch Perſecution, and which of them 
are moſt expoſed to it: Tho? all Works that tend 
to cure the People's Minds of Superſtition, are ge- 
nerally prohibited, yet none are ſo carefully look'd 
after, as thoſe that concern Janſeniſm or Moli- 
niſm; and tho” all Endeavours to prevent the Sale 
of theſe, have no better Succeſs than in the Caſe 
of other Books, yet no Pains are ſpared to com- 
paſs it. I confeſs, my dear Brito, that the Sup- 
preſſion of theſe Works (commonly nothing elſe 
but a Series of Impoſtures, Calumnies, and abuſive 
Language) would be of Advantage to the Publick. 
The Fanſeniſt Authors are particularly noted _ 

this 
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this Method of Diſputing; and when Arguments 
fail, Railing takes Place; and they fee a Man, at 
a very extravagant Rate, who, twice a Week, diſ- 
perſes over all Europe a printed Sheet“, in which 
he's obliged to abuſe all thoſe who do not firmly 
believe, that the Water, in which a Bit of St. Paris“ 
old Slippers has been boil'd, cures all Diſtempers. 

I have often mention'd the Moliniſts and Farnſe- 
uiſts, but I never told thee, that 'tis impoſſible to 


live in this Country, without ſiding with one or 


K. 2 
3 
* * = 


tother Party; ſuch a Spirit of Cabal reigns at Paris, 
that were one a Diſciple of Spinoſa, he can't re- 
main neuter: *T'is no Matter with them, what a 
Man may be; in liſting himſelf a Member, 'tis not 
required of him to make a Profeſſton of Faith, only 
to ſwear an immortal Hatred to their Adverſaries. 
Notwithſtanding the Neceflity under which a Man 
is laid to repair to one of the two Standards, | 
thought myſelf very much unconcern'd in the Diſ- 
putes of a Religion, whoſe Fundamentals I believe 
to be wrong ; yet, though they know me to be a 
Few, born at Conſtantinople, an entire Stranger to 
the Jeſuites, without Ambition, and wholly taken 
up in the Study of Philoſophy, two or three Per- 
ſons here, with whom I converſe familiarly, have 
taken a Notion that I muſt be a Moliniſt. We 
„ plainly ſee, ſay they, your Averſion to St. Paris; 
„you openly condemn his Miracles. The Con- 
valſionaries, according to you, are Faniticks who 
« deſerve the Galleys : The I ranſpiration, ſay you, 
that Fatigue, Drubbings, and the toilſome Ex- 
& erciſe of tugging at the Oar, would occaſion, 
« muſt purge the ſharp Humours that, diffuſed thro? 
« the Maſs of Blood, are the Cauſe of their Mad- 
& neſs. You want to lee the Abbot Becheran and 
te the Chevalier Folard metamorphos'd into Galley- 

Vor. II. C 6 ſlaves, 


* The £clefiaſtical Gazette, 
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ce flaves, and to recover the Uſe of their Reaſon 


« by a long Penance exercis'd in all the Ports of 


te the Mediterranean.” © How! anſwer' d I, is it 


« deifying Hatred and Ambition, to wiſh the Pu- 3 


e niſhment of Cheat and Impoſture.” For this, 2 
my dear Brito, is the true Picture of the Jauſeniſts 


and Mol:nifts: The firſt are dangerous Impoſtors, 
the laſt are mad after Dominion, and bent upon Re— 
venge; both equally to be dreaded, but their Vices 
different. 

A FJanſeniſt, the Child of Malice and Hypocriſy, 
ſucks with the Milk a Spirit of Rebellion and 
Sedition; the firſt Words that he liſps out, are 
Invectives and injurious Expreſſions againſt the 
Pontives: His Hatred grows with Age; and, un- 
der the Cloak of falſe Devotion, lies conceal'd a 
baſe and dangerous Soul. A bad Chriſtian, a re— 
bellious Subject, a perfidious Friend, an unkind 
Parent, and three Words conſtantly in his Mouth, 
are the ſpecious Pretext of all his Crimes. The 
Liberties of the Gallican Church are the cabaliſtick 
Words of the Fanſenean Sect, and there's no odious 
Crimes but what they deface and authorize. 

The ambitious Moliniſt would every where com- 
mand, and, like a violent Wind, beats down all 
that reſiſts, and ſpares what yields; he pulls the 
proud Janſeniſt out of his Habitation, by an Order 
from Court; the Protection of the Town and 
Country cannot ſave him; and we may compare 
him to the Oak, whoſe deep Roots can't preſerve 
it from being pull'd out by the Hurricane: He 
perithes while the Libertine, the Atheiſt, and the 
Pebauchee, who bend and ſeem to yield, are pre- 
ſerv'd and enjoy perfect Tranquillity. *Tis neither 
the Crime nor the Criminal that the Moliniſt hates, 
but the Rival of his Grandeur, or he that may be- 
come ſuch; to be able to do him Harm, is to be 
guilty: Too much Knowledge or Virtue incurs 

his 
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4 his Hatred; and he's leſs fond of good Qualities, 
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Toer 1 than of Obedience. He's mild, plain, well-bred, 
is it complaiſant, and even a Man of Integrity in his 
Pu- private Capacity; but take him as a Member of 
this, bis Society, he's haughty, intolerable, a Tyrant, 
wiſts and a Perſecutor : One halt of the Misfortues 
ors, under which this Kingdom has labour'd, are ow- 
Re. ing to the Ambition of thoſe whom they now 
ices 1 call Moliuiſts. Formerly the Nazareres*, to whom 

France was beholden for its Glory, were the Ob- 
riſy, 2X jects of their Rage: They had placed upon the 
and Throne the greateſt King in the Univerle, but 
are Villains pull'd him down; and the Contequence 
the of this Crime brought about the Ruin of this Mo- 


= narch's Benefactors. 
Z Thou ſee'ſt by this Time, my dear Brit, what) udg- 
ment we're to make of the Fauſeniſt and Moliniſt 
Sects; the firſt are dangerous, and the ſecond are no 
Z leſs ſo, when they act collectively, and in a Body: 
But thou would'ſt make a very wrong Judgment of 
the French, if thou imagin'(t that either thoſe whom 
= they name Moliniſts or Janſeniſts are much taken 
up about caballing. They aſſume theſe Names here, 
as 1 haye already told thee, becauſe 'tis the Mode 
to declare for one Side or r'other : Therefore, when 
Il ſpeak of the two Seats, I only mean thoſe who 
are at the Head of them, who foment Diviſions 
in the State, and who abuſe.the Goodneſs, Lenity, 
and Clemency of their Prince. If Severity and 
Rigour be pardonable in a Prince, it muſt be when 
the Peace and Pranquillity of the State make them 
2x neceſlary: If in the Beginning of theſe Troubles 
the Reſtleſneſs of the FJanſeniſts had been ſcverely 
puniſh'd, and the Ambition of the Maoliuiſts curb'd, 
every one would have thought of Fauſenius and 
Molina what he pleas'd ; and, perhaps, by this Time 
neither of them would have been remember'd. 
G3 Farewel, 
* Proteſtants, 


«., "8 
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Farewel, my dear Brito, may thy Proſperity 
ſtill increaſe. 
Paris, **#*#*%, 
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LETTER LVIII. 


AARON MoNCECAa fro ISAAac Onis. 


HY Arrival at Smyrna, my dear Iſaac, gave me 

great Pleaſure. hanks be aſcrib'd unto the 

God of our Fathers. thou'rt now out of the Dan- 

ers to which a Change of Religion expoſed thee. 

For me hear from thee as ſoon as thou reacheſt n 
and then I ſhall be perfectly eaſy. 


The Particularities which thou mentioned con— 


cerning the Impoſtor Sabatai, have confirm'd me in 
the Reſolution of giving Credit only to Things 
which I ſhall have Evidence for. An old Mer— 
chant of Provence, to whom I ſhew'd thy Letter, 
and who, in his younger Days had been for many 
Years at Smyrna, told me a pretty merry Paſſage 


betwixt Sabatai and two Engliſomen ſettled at Con- 


antinople. 

They had made conſiderable Advances to ſome 
Jeu, and were in ſome Fears about their Money; 
in order to recover it, they made Application to 
Sabatai, While he was Priſoner in the Caſtle of the 
Dardanels : He heard them with great Gravity and 
Calmneſs, and wrote the following Letter to the 
Jeus, by way of Order for their Payment. 


LETTER 
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HA E been informed that you are indebted to 


1 6ſeveral Engliſhmen: It appears juſt to us to 


order you to ſatisfy your Debts; and if you re- 
fuſe our Commands upon this Occaſion, know 
that you ſhall not enter with me into my Kingdom, 


The Exgl:iſhmez thank'd Sabatai Sevi in the moſt 
reſpectful Terms; and, by the Authority of this 
Cheat, and the Imbecility of the Jeu, found Means 
to get back their Money. 

Another Scene no leſs diverting, happen'd to Sa- 
batai Sevi during his Confinement, and which, in 
the Sequel, laid open his Knavery, and ruin'd him. 
A Few, named Nehemiah Cohen, learned in the 
Hebrew, Syriac and Chaldean Languages, and as 
well ſeen in the Rabbinian Cabala * as Sabatai him- 
ſelf, wanted to ſhare in his Glory, and therefore 
deſired to have a Conference with him. At firſt 
their Converſation was ſmooth and calm; but not 
being able to ſettle Matters upon a ſuitable Foot- 
ing for both, they turn'd hot, and flew out into a 
violent Paſſion. *© Is it not true, ſaid Cohen, that 
according to the Scriptures there ought to be two 
© Meſliahs; the firſt, poor, deſpiſed, a Preacher of 
« the Law, Fore-runner and Servant of the fecond, 
e who is to be rich, powerful, and victorious? My 
„ Ambition, continued he, goes no higher than to 
be Benu-Ephraim, or the poor Meſſiah; what Pre- 
e judice can this do to your Fame? and wilt you 
« upon that Account be leſs the victorious Meſ- 
* fiah?” After much debating, Sabatai conſented 
5 3 | that 


* A ſoit of Tradition among the Fews, 
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that Cohen ſhould be the poor Mefliah ; and their 
Diſpute was at a Cloſe, when Cohen bechought 
himſelf that the Fore-runner ſhould have made his 
Appearance before the other, and therefore blamed 
Sabatai for his too great Precipitation, who, on 
his Part, finding this Freedom a little too pre- 
ſumptuous in a Servant, told him in plain Terms, 
that he turn'd him out of his Place; and that he 
neither was, nor ever ſhould be, Ben-Ephraim. 
And I, anſwer'd Cohen, give you my Word, that 
I ſhall effectually prevent your being acknowledg'd 
or receiv'd as Ben-Dauvid, The Quarrel riſing 
Higher and higher betwixt the two Impoſtors, they 
at laft came to Blows: The Guards, who from 
the Door of the Priſon had overheard this comical 


Dialogue, came running in to ſeparate the Com- 
batants. Cohen was as good as his Word, and 


inform'd the Miniſtry of all Sabatai's I ricks, by 
which he daily gained more and more Credit with 


the Fews, and might at laſt ſtir them up to dan- 


gerous Attempts. We have often had Monſters 
amongſt us, who, with a View to ſatisfy their Am- 
bition or Avarice, by impoſing upon their credu- 
tous Brethren, have aſſumed the I itle of Saviour 
of the Fewiſh Nation, and the auguſt Name of 
Meſſiah. 


In the Reign of the Emperor Theodoſins the 


Younger, there was a Few in Caudia who did our 
Nation much more Harm than the wretched Sa- 
batar. This Few was named Moſes, and pretended 
that he was the very Prophet who conducted the 
1ſraelites in the Deſert, and deliver'd them from 
the Egyptian Bondage. For a whole Year he tra- 
velit'd up and down in Candia, preaching in the 
Synagogues, and promiſing to the Fews, very nu- 
merous in that Country, that he would carry them 
over Sea dry-footed, without ſhipping, and land 


them in the Heart of Fudea. He appointed a cer- 


tain 
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tain Day for his Departure, and, followed by a 


great Multitude of People, went to a pretty high 


: Part of the Coalt, ordering thoſe who were fore- 
2X moſt to throw themſelves into the Sea, without 


any Dread or Apprehenſion of Danger. The filly 
Fools, deceived by this Villain, threw themſelves 
headlong into the Sea, and would have met with 


the Puniſhment due to their Credulity, if ſome Fiſh- 
ers, who happen'd to be near, had not come to 


* 


has been abuſed by Impoſtors. 


their Aſſiſtance, and hinder'd others from follow- 
ing their Example. | 

We are not the only Nation, my dear Iſaac, that 
Wat Kingdom 
is there, what Religion, that has not produced cor- 
rupt Children? The Nazarezes ought not to up- 
braid us with our falſe Meffitahs: Have not they 
daily People among them who, under the Pretext 
of Religion and Vail of Devotion, throw them 
into moſt abſurd Errors? Sabatai Sev: made no 
ſuch Progreſs with the deluded Fews, as St. Paris 
with the French. No Iſraelite had ever the Art to 
make Fits of Enthuſiaſm pats for viſible Marks of 
the Grace of God, beſtowed upon a Parcel of 
Fools who were to be the Oracles of the divine 
Will. We have ſometimes given into the Ex- 
travagancies of Men who promis'd us agreeable 
Things; and by the Pleaſure which their Doctrine 
aftorded, they found us proper Inſtruments to ma- 
nage our own Deception. But thoſe who ſeduce 
the Nazarezes, promiſe them nothing but Diſaſters 
and Misfortunes: All the Convulſionaries of Pa- 
ris propheſy the End of the World, the dethroning 
of Pontives, and the Subverſion of States. Men 
mult be far gone in Enthuſiaſm to chuſe ſach Pro- 
phets tor Directors and Guides! 

I know, iny dear Iſaac, that what's uncommon 
is catching with the People, and that Novelty is 
their Darling: But the Nazarexe Papiſts are more 

| ſubject 
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ſubject to Superſtition than other Countries. We 
ſeldom lee People poſleſs'd in Eugland and Holland ; 
the Devils are great Strangers in thoſe Countries. 
As there's no Monk to ſhew the Power of his San- 
tity over Hell, Be/zebab and Aſtaroth form no Cara- 
van there, or, at leaſt, no ſuch Thing is heard of. 

I had Advice lately from the Hague, that a Mer- 
chant of that Place complained much of a Spirit 
who came in the Night-time and tore his Clothes 
and Furniture: The credulous People gave directly 
into the Snare. Every body ran to the haunted 
Houſe, were ſhew'd torn Pieces of Stuff and Linen, 


and entertain'd with many ſurpriſing Tricks of this 


malicious Spirit. The Grand-Bailiff, inform'd of 
this Affair, order'd the little Devil to give over his 
Pranks, and the Merchant to ſay no more about 
him; with Certification, that if he did not obey, 
the Puniſhment due to the other's Miſdemeanours, 


ſhould land upon himſelf: Upon which the Spirit 


took to his Heels, and the Merchant now lays the 
Blame upon the Rats of what he formerly attribu- 
ted to an inviſible Subſtance. 

The Nazarene Papiſts pretend that this was one 
of the mild and good- natur'd Devils, otherwiſe all 
the Authority of the Magiſtrates would not have 
made him move one Step; adding, that he's of the 
Claſs of Spirits eaſily conjur'd; and that, without 
having Recourſe to the Ritual, one of Quinault's 
Opera Tunes would have done the Buſineſs as 
effectually as an Eccleſiaſtical Conjuration: And 
upon this Head bring an Inſtance of a certain 7g- 
aatias of Loyala, who, to chaſe the Devil out of a 
Woman poſſeſs'd, made uſe of this Verſe of Virgil; 


Seluncam Dido duæx & Trojanus eandem. 


One Cave a grateful Shelter ſhall afford 
To the fair Princeſs and the Trojan Lord. Dryd. 


He 
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He had ſcarce pronounced theſe Words, when the 
Woman was thrown down, the Devil thrown 
out; and, begging hard that he might not be ſhut 
up in the internal Cave, he obtained Permiſſion to 
go where he pleas'd, but upon Condition that he 


mould never more potlefs any of the Race of Adam“. 


Is not this, my dear Iſaac, a very pretty Way of 


2 making the Devils 1camper off? It a ſingle Verſe 


of Firgil has the Power to baniſh a Demon, *tis 
very likely that this Po-t, by frequently repeating 
over his Ænueid, would be able to chale them all, 
by Degrees, out of Hell, and at laſt purge that. 
Place of their deteſtable Race: In this he would 
render a ſignal Service to his Comrades the Au- 
thors, particularly Horace, Catallas, Tibullus, Pro- 
pertius, and Petronius, who, much addicted to Plea- 
fure, and accuſtom'd to good Company, cannot 
well put up with the bluſtering Manner of Devils. 
The mentioning of thoſe famous Authors puts 
me in mind of a new Book f which a Hawker has 
brought me, and which I have read with great Plea- 
ſure. *Tis a Tranſlation of four Epiſtles in Verſe 
of the illuſtrious Pope, the beſt Exgliſg Poet. This 
Work is good. The Tranſlator, in his Proſe, has 
kept up to the Strength and Beauty of the Exg i- 
Verſe. The Subject of theſe Epiltles is lofty and 
moving: All the four run on abſtracted Matters, 
expreſs'd in a clear and conciſe Manner. 

I. The firſt treats of the Nature and State of 
Man with reſpect to the Univerſe. The Author 
proves that he is not an imperfect Being, but ſuited 
to the Place and Rank which he holds in the Crea- 
tion, and conformable to Ends and Relations to 
him unknown t. He founds the preſent Happineſs 

| of 


Johannes Chriſtianus Fromman de ſaſcinatione. Lib, III. Part 1X, 
Gp, IV. Numb, XV. Pag. 949. f Au Eſſay on Man; by Mr. Pope. 
t It this Paſſage be faithfully tranſcrib'd from the French Tranſla- 

| tion, 


WO 
. 
MN 
"4 
WII (i, 
1 N. 
T0 | 
1 
1 
i”; * 
*24* . 
we ' 
6 1 
EF, m4 
4 . 
. At 
: 4 1 
1 Li 1 
p f I 
Wit! 
Wall 
19 3 
N A\ 
\ We | | 
i : 
*+ 1 i 
in | 
fry 
/ 1 
; | ( 
8 
1 j ' 
MAN 
N 
i 0! 7 
; { : 
8 | 
20 10 | 
91 | 
37 | 
3 59 
i . 
5 14 l 
4 Wig 
" N : i 
1 
UL 
} 1 4 : 
"tet 
"077 
Dine, 
BETH 
. (0404 
1 . ' 
0 1 | © 
{| : 'N : 
\ i "7; ? 
1 
n 
I. 
jj J N 
i , 
i Ht : 
eien N 
| "=" | 
"we 
#1 . 
f ' ' 
75 1 
Jy 5 4 . 
$ z 
l 1 
- {1 : : 
4 "1 * : 
» E&P 
en 
4 
2” : 
1 
( 


y 


—— 
as. 


# - 
(, 


— — 


—— — — — 
— _ 

> s > 

— — 


2 2 
— —— ———— 2 
— Agee — _ 2 


— — 
——— — — 


— 
— — — — — 


my Pp. > 
FLV 

— — 

—— 


— — 
— — — 


= b — , w — a 
ad 31 = errant BA r 


232 fein rr. 


of Mankind, partly upon the Ignorance of future 
Events, and partly upon the Proſpect of future Ad- 
vantages, and condemns their unjuſt Complaints 
againſt Providence. 

II. The ſecond teaches Man to know his Na- 
ture and State as an Individual : It unfolds the 
Source and Spring of all our Actions flowing from 
the two Principles of Self-love and Reaſon, and 
delineates the narrow Compals of our Knowledge. 


« When in latter Limes, ſays this Poet, the ſupe- 
« rior Beings ſaw a mortal Man unfold the Laws 
„of Nature, they admir'd ſuch Ingenuity in an 
% earthly Shape, and look'd upon a Newtoz as 
„ we do upon an Ape.” 


Superior Beings, when of late they ſaw 

A mortal Man unfold all Nature's Law, 
Admir'd ſuch Wiſdom in an earthly Shape, 
And ſhew'd a Newtoz as we ſhew an Ape. Pope. 


I know not, my dear Iſaac, if this Thought will 
pleaſe thee as much as it does me: I find in it ſome- 
thing grand, ſublime, and withal extremely natural. 
The French Tranſlator has done it Juſtice. 

III. In this third Epiſtle we have a Deſcription, 
which gives a terrible Blow to human Pride, and 
highly deſerves the Approbation of Men of Judg- 
ment and Taſte. © Fooliſh Man, ſays the Poet, 
& has God work'd ſolely for thy 8024 thy Joy, 

(e thy 
tion of Mr, Pope's Letters, either the Tranſlator has miſtaken the 
Poet's Meaning, or the Word connues for : inconnucs, i. e. known for 


unbub run, is a typographical Error; which is more likely than to 
imagine that the Tranſlator ſhould fo groſly miſtake his Author. 


Then ſay not Man's imperfect, Heay? n in Fault; 
Say rather Man's as perfect as he ought : 

His Being meaſur'd to his State and Place, 

His Time a Moment, and a Point his Space. 

Heav'n from all Creatures hides the Book of Fate, 
All but the Page preſcrib'd, their preſent State. Pope. 
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« thy Paſtime, thy Dreſs, and thy Table? He who, 


4 for thy Food, nouriſhes the wanton Fawn, for 
„4 him enamels the flow'ry Meads. Is't for thee 
de the Lark ſoars high and chants the warbling 
0 Note? No; — Joy tunes the Pipe, and wide ex- 


« pands the Wing. Is the ſweet Linnet's Song to 


. charmthy Ear? No; — he chirps his Love, and 
( courts the liſt'ning Fair. Is Glory all to him 
© © who gracefully can ride? No;— The fiery 
(„0 Steed ſhares in the Rider's Pride. Is thine the 
(„ Seed with which the Ground is ſtrow'd? No; 


« .— the feather'd Kind muſt have their daily Food. 


f '« Is thine the Harveſt of a fruitful Year? No; 
e a Share is due to the laborious Steer. 


Has God, thou Fool! work'd ſolely for thy Good, 
Thy Joy, thy Paſtime, thy Attire, thy Food? 
Who for thy Table feeds the wanton Fawn, 
For him as kindly ſpreads the flow'ry Lawn. 

Is it for thee the Lark aſcends and ſings ? 
Joy tunes his Voice, Joy elevates his Wings. 

Is it for thee the Linnet pours his Throat? 
Loves of his own, and Raptures ſwell the Note. 
The bounding Steed you pompoully beſtride, 
Shares with his Lord the Pleaſure and the Pride. 
Is thine alone the Seed that ſtrows the Plain? 
The Birds of Heav'n ſhall vindicate their Grain. 
Thine the full Harveſt of the golden Year ? 

Part pays, and juſtly, the deſerving Steer. Pope. 


Nothing in Poetry, my dear Tſaac, can exceed 
this beautiful Paſſage. What different Images, what 
Variety, what Stretch of Imagination ! The Poet 
preſents all Nature to our View, and the Philo- 
ſopher proves that other Creatures ſhare with us 
in its Benefits: And indeed, could we but lay aſide 
Prejudice, we cannot miſs to know, that neither 
we nor other Creatures are intitled to the ſole 

Poſſeſſion 
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Poſſeſſion of what bountiful Providence has beſtow- 
ed to ſubſiſt the whole. The Paſlage juſt now quo- 
ted is from the third Epiſtle. The Author in it e- 
amins the Nature and State of Man with reſpect 
to Society: He gives us a Detail of the different 
Ages and Periods of the World, ſhews the Origin 


ot firſt Societies, form'd by Inſtinct, and cloſely 7 


link'd by Reaſon. 


The laſt of theſe four Epiſtles treats of Happi- 
neſs, which Men ſeek with ſo much Eagerneſs. 


The Poet proves that it is attainable in whatever 
State Heaven has been pleas'd to place us; and 
that a found Judgment and upright Heart will cer- 
tainly conduct us to true Felicity. Ask the Learn- 
“ ed, ſays he, the Way to Happinels, they are blind: 
« Theonebids us lerve, the other, ſhun Mankind. 
« Some place in Action the true Bliſs, others in 
“ ſoft Repoſe: Thoſe call it Pleaſure, and Con- 
© tentment theſe. Such Definitions are no more 
« or leſs than this, that Happineſs is Happineſs. 
« To one the want of Pain is Pleaſure: Another, 
« uncertain how to fix it, is involv'd in Doubt; 
60 and ſome think that Virtue has no Influence at 
« all.“ 


Ask of the Learn'd the Way, the Learn'd are blind; 
T his bids to ſerve, and that to ſhun, Mankind. 
Some place the Bliſs in Action, ſome in Eaſe; 
Thoſe call it Pleaſure, and Contentment theſe. 
Who thus define it, ſay they more or leſs 
'T han this, that Happineſs is Happineſs ? 
One grants his Pleaſure is but Reſt from Pain; 
One doubts of all; one owns ev'n Virtue vain. 

| Pope. 


This, my dear Iſaac, is a true and lively Picture 
of our Blindneſs. Our Diſputes run on the Means 
of Happineſs, and we ſeek abroad what we may 
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F find at home. In Virtue, Health, and a Compe- 


tency, conſiſts true Happineſs ; and whoever enjoys 


E | them, wants no more: But as the two lait depend 


not abſolutely upon ourſelves, the firſt, by the Blei- 


ſing of Heaven, makes up their Want. So that 
=: Virtue, my Friend, is its own Reward; and never 
Man was wholly wretched, who made it the Rule 
of his Life; not that we're to expect the ridiculous 
Effects aſcrib'd to it by the $zozc&s, but that it (till 


will yield us Comfort, and ſweeten the bitter Pill. 

May it be thy conſtant Study to practiſe it, and 
may thou feel the noble Effects of it, to ſupport 
thee in all the Trials of Life. Adieu. 


F. N 
Paris, ; 
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FELT TER IKX: 


Jacon BRITO # AARON MoNCECA, 


N probably is the laſt Letter I ſhall write 
thee from Venice; I think of going about the 
End of the Week for Ravenna, from whence J 
ſhall proceed for Naples, and take Loreto in my 
Way, where I ſhall view the famous Chapel ſo 
much cry'd up by Nazarezes, and fo much fre- 
quented by their Filgrims: The Rowan Fontives 
bave granted ſo many Indulgences to thoſe who 
viſit this holy 'Vemple, that whocver does it with 
due Reverence and ftrong Faith, has it in his Power 
to deliver the Souls of bis Anccitors from the cx- 
piatory Flames. 


Volt. The 
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The Courtezans of Venice, whoſe Trade does 
not permit them to go as Pilgrims to Loretto, have 
found out another Expedient to aſſiſt the Dead. 
They conſecrate a certain Day of the Week to 
the Reliet of Souls out of Purgatory : The Graces 
and Smiles are banifh'd for that Day, and give Place 
to Sighs, Silence, and grave Looks ; and thoſe Man- 
ſions of Pleaſure are metamorphos'd into gloomy 
mournful Abodes. But as their good Intentions 
alone will never prevail with Monks to pray, they 
tell their Cuſtomers very gravely, Sir, you muſt 
be ſo good as to pay a little more than uſual, becauſe 
what we earn Today is for the Behoof of Souls in 
Purgatory; and then they ſhew ſeveral Receipts 
from the Prieſts, carefully fild up, as Vouchers 
of the Money's being faithfully employ'd to ſuch 
pious Uſes: Atter this Prelude they fall heartily 
to Work for the Salvation of Souls. When Trade 
goes not briskly on in the Days ſet apart for ſuch 
good Works, they endeavour to obtain gratis ſome 
Prayers for the Souls of their deceas'd Parents. Tis 
true, that the Perſons who are employ'd in that Of- 
fice, having reciprocally Occaſion for their Aſſiſt- 
ance, they eaſily come to a good Underſtanding, and 
are helpful to one another, without being oblig'd 
to come down with the Caſh on either Side. 

The Zcal and Devotion of theſe Ladies of Plea- 
ſure will ſeem very odd to thee ; but all Ranks of 
People at Fenice have the Art of reconciling De- 
bauchery with Religion. There are few Monks, 
Prieſts, Abbots, or Monſignori's, who have not 


their Hackney-Miſſes. When a Man is not rich 


enough to cntertain one of theſe kind Creatures 
wholly for his own Uſe, he admits of a Partner; 
and if both their Purſes are not ſtrong enough, a 
third is brought in for a Share. In all the gallan- 
tih Contracts the fair Lady always takes care to 
reicrve one Day of the Week for herſelf, to be 
ginploy'd ia Honour of ſome Saint. We 
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We have a great many Mothers in this Country 
who proſtitute their Daughters from a Principle of 
XX Conſcience. They gravely tell you, that by this 
Means the Girls get as much Money as will make 


to them Nuns; a pretty Manner truly of making 
ACes 4 * . . 1 d ] d b h . f | 2 
* conſecrated Virgins! An oubt much if the an 
e © > cient Romans would have made Choice of Sabura- 
an- "ys 6. 


= freet, as a proper Place of Probation for their 
=X Veſtals. But ſo it is here; and we ſeldom ſee 
that the Venetian Nuns have Courage enough to 
=X withſtand a vigorous Attack: Their Morality has 
nothing of moroſe or rigid, and they are leis re- 
XX {tricted than other Women; they ſee and converie 
with whom they pleaſe in the Parlours, and their 
2X Converſation has nothing of auſtere in it. 1 hey 
* liſten to Monks when they cannot better do; but 
*tis only at the laſt Extremity, and when they have 
quite loſt Hopes of any better Conqueſt: Not 
but that there are Numbers of Monks at Fenice, 
whoſe freſh Complexion and lively Air are very 
capable of touching a Lady's Heart; but it would 
ſeem that their Fate is leſs happy here than in the 
other Il owns of /zaly. To compentate this, they 
enjoy greater Liberty than elſewhere. In Carnaval- 
time they partake of al] the Diverſions, go to the 
Opera, and ling or play in the Orchelter, as they 
think fit: I hey make no Difficulty of going into the 


ea- Ridotto, the Place where is kept the famous Faro- 
of bank, and there loſe the Church's, or their own, 
Je- Money: In ſhort, any thing that the moſt reſolute 
KS, or looſe Soldier may do, is not derogatory to the 
10t monachal Decency ; ſo ſee we that the Prieſts are 
ich Examples of the moſt infamous Debaucheries. The 
res Miſtreſſes of the principal Eccleſtaſticks glory in 
« their Lovers, and are delighted that the Publick 
know their Adventures: They're as indiſcreet in 
m- their Intrigues, as the French Beaus in their Con- 
to queſts. 


314 As 
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As I was paſſing one Day in a Street near to 


St. Mark's Square, 1 happen'd to caſt my Eyes Xx 
upon a young Lady at her Window, who appear'd x 


to be very handſome: I ask'd a Friend who was 


with me, if he knew her? 'Tis, anſwer'd he, the 
Miſtreſs of his Eminency the Patriarch: La gentil © 
Donna de I'eminentiſſimo Patriarcha di Venetia. 1 © 


made, as thou may well imagine, my dear Mon- 
ceca, a very low Bow to Madam the Partriar- 
cheſs. Thirty Paces from thence, I perceived 
another pretty Lady, and ask'd her Name. This 


is the young Beauty, ſaid my Friend, who capti- 
vates the Heart of the firſt Prebendary of St. Mark: 


H primo Canonico della Chieſa di San Marco e Sciavo 
de la ſua Bellezza., Another Bow to the Lady 
Prebendary of St. Mark. 1 thought I ſhould have 
no more Occafion to trouble my Friend with 
Queſtions, nor myſelf with Bows; but a third 
Lady, extremely beautiful, forced me to plague 
the Gentleman- once more: Is this fair Lady alſo 
the Property of the Church? Yes, yes, ſaid he; 
our happy Dean poſſeſſes all her Charms: Qze/ta 
belliſſima Donna e la Puttana del Premicerio. But 
what's the Reaſon, anſwer'd I, that all the Wo- 
men of this Street belong to the Clergy ? Becauſe, 
replied he, the moſt of them live hereabouts, and 
that they're glad to be near the Objects of their 


Wiſhes. Thoſe Ladies whom you lee have great 


Intercit with the Churchmen, and there's not a 
young Prieſt who does not make his -Court to 
them aſſiduouſly. | EIS 
Some time ago the Patriarch's Miſtreſs had a 
Quarrel with the Legate's: This Affair ſet the 
whole Clergy by the Ears; the Monks took the 
Legate's Part, and the ſecular Prieſts that of the 
Partriarch. The two illuſtrious Lovers took up 
the Quarrel of their Princeſſes, with great Warmth ; 
and that the Publick might not know the. Subject 


of 


r to 
yes þ 8 Ailio 5 of Honour they found Means to thwart 
ar'd one another upon all Occaſions. The Senate, 
was YL Enemy to ſuch Doings, and always careful of the 
the F Peace and Tranquillity of the Republick, notified 
mil to the Court of Rome, that it was neceſlary to ſend 

I * another Legate, which was accordingly done; and 
lou- the former return'd with his dear Sg Clara, 
Iar- on whom he beſtow'd a very fine Houle at Roe, 
ved where they paſs many happy Minutes. 
his The Sovereign Pontiff's Legates, or Embaſſa- 
pti- dors, are very apt to ſtir up Troubles, and fo- 
rk: ment Diviſions in the States where their Maſter 
4d fends them. The horrible Maſlacre of St. Bar- 
ady tholomeu was owing to the pernicious Counſels 
ave of a Legate * ſent to Charles IX. King of France. 
/ith This King, and the perfidious Embaſlador, reſolv'd 
ird upon the Death of the King of Navarr +, and of all 
g ne the Proteſtants: The Roman Legate did not. incline 
llo that the Pretext of this Prince's Marriage with Mar- 
he; garet, ſhould be made ule of; but Charles IX. having 
ta convinced him that it was the fureſt Means of be- 
Zut ing revenged upon their Enemies, he conſented 
Fo- without further Heſitation, looking upon every 
ſe, thing that might ſacrifice the Enemies of Rome, as 
nd laudable and good. Some Nazarexes, to whom | 
eir mentioned this Action, endeavour'd to excuſe the 
eat Legate, and to throw it upon the King; but the 
a Fact is proved by an unexceptionadle Author, who 
to was inform'd by People concern d in it r. 

D 3 Can 

4 * Cardinal Alerandrin. 
he Afterwards Henry IV. King of France. 
he 1 His Holineſs added, that when the News of the Death of 
he St. Bartholomew Came to Rome, the ſaid Cardinal Alexandrin pro- 
up nounced. theſe Words, Praiſied be God, the King of France 1s 
h; perform? 4 bis Promiſe, His Holineſs being Auduor of the ſaick 
& Cardinal when this happen'd, and having accompanied hiny 

| in his Embaſly, knew eveiy Circumſtance of the Affair. —— 
of See the Cardinal Offat*s 
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of their Hatred, under the Pretext of ſome Pun- 


Laiter dated from Rome, Sept, 22, 15549 


Fg i 
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Can there be any thing ſo monſtrouſly wicked, 
as to make the molt ſacred Things ſubſervient to 
Murder and Maſſacres, and to cover, under the © 


Vail of Friendſhip and Kindred, the moſt miſchic- | 1 


* I 
"PTR 
I X 1 

— $ 
-#: 4G } ö 


» 


vous Deſigns ? Good God! What a Marriage was L 
the King of Navarr's! Furies ſurely lighted up the 
Torch; and Horror, Rage, Cruelty, Deſpair and ©: 


Impiety preſided at the Ceremony: The only Mo- 
ce tive I have, ſaid Charles IX. to the Legate, for 
„ concluding the Marriage with the King of Na- 
% varr, is, to be revenged upon my Enemies, and 
« to puniſh ſuch hainous Rebels.” This King, 
thirſting after the Blood of his Subjects, offer'd the 
perfidious Embaſſador a Ring as a Pledge of his 
performing the intended Crime; which, an Italian 
Hiſtorian ſays, he refuſed, not being i in the leaſt mil- 
truſtful of ſo good a King” s royal Word: But at- © 


ter the fatal Day of St. Bartholemew, Charles IX. 
lent him the Ring formerly offer'd, as an Evidence 
of having taithfully perform'd his Oath *. 

Are ſuch Oaths, my dear Monceca, to be kept? 
The Performance of them is more deteſtable than 
the Promiſe. How happy had it been for France 


that Charles IX.'s Opinion of this Legate had cor- 7 


reſponded with what a French Poet puts into the 


Mouth ot one of his Heroes. 


; Non n, je ne promis rien. 
Le Legat I Inſtrument une iudigue Faible, 
Sempara de mon Cœur, en Dicta la Prameſſe. 
Sil ne went inſpire ce barbare Deſſein, 
Non Cear n'auroit jamais promis du Sang humain. 
Crebillon's Idomeneus. 


Thus 


* The Life of T v. Por. Girelamo Catena, written in Trallan, 


and printed at Rowe by Ale. Gerdano, in 1588. Catena ſays, 


that Carle: IX. ordered this Toſy to be cogray'd on his Ring, 


Tec pictas Peli. mea ſanguine ſel vi. 


' Neptrne in the Original. 
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Thus paraphraſed : 


— — No Premiſe did I make. 

My Words, far from the Dictates of my Heart, 
Spoke but my Weakneſs, and the Legate's Art; 
Without that Art, the bloody bate Detign. 

Had found no Accels to a Heart like mine. 


This Paſſage puts me in mind of another of the 
ſame Author, which perfectly characteriſes the Po- 
licy of the Roman Court. 


C'eſt ainſi, qu en perdant le Pere par le Fils, 


Rome devient fatale a tous ſes Ennems *. 
. Es 


Rome prompts the Son to cut the Father's Throat, 
And thus makes ture the Conqueſt of her Foes. 


The moſt deceitful and dangerous Politicks, when 
they lead to the End propoſed, become juſt and 
lawtul with the Romanus, and, generally, with all 
the /:a/zans: But happy are the Nations, my dear 
Monceca, who make them their Study only to know, 
and prevent evil Deſigns form'd againſt them, and 
not to puniſh one Crime by another, and to au- 
thoriſe the moſt villainous Actions. 

Another Legate, during the Wars which Henry IV. 
was engaged in, before he came to the peaceable 
Poſſeſſion of his Kingdom, debauch'd, from that 
Prince, all the Subjects and Soldiers that poflibly 
he could: Promiſes, Threats, Prayers, and, above 
all, Indulgences, the Coin which the Court of 
Kome can molt eaſily part with, were employ'd 
by him to this Purpoſe. He wanted particularly 
to carry off a Gentleman named de Givri, and 
made uſe of all his Rhetorick in extolling his Me- 
rit and Reputation; vainly imagining, that to flat- 

ter 

* Creviilon®s badamiſtut, 
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ter his Vanity was the ſureſt Way to gain him: 
But all his Oratory was loſt ; Gzvr: remained faith- 
ful to his Prince. The Legate perceiving that no- 
thing would do, exhorted him, as a good Nazarene 
Papiſt, to ask, at leaſt, Pardon of the Sovereign 
Pontiff, and of him his Repreſentative, for what 
was paſs'd, giving him to underitand that it would 
be very readily granted. This G:vr:, naturally a 
jocoſe merry Fellow, threw himſelf directly at 


the Legate's Feet, and, with an Air of Contrition, 


ask'd Forgiveneſs of all the Miſchief he had done 
to the Sovereign Pontiff's Party at Paris. In the 
mean Time, the Legate made ſome Geſticulations 
with the Right-hand, and mutter'd ſome Words, 
which the Nazarens call Abſolntion : But Givri in- 
terrupting him, ſaid, with a very grave Countenance, 
&« ] beg you'll be pleaſed to grant me alſo Abſo- 
% lution for the Time to come, becauſel am fully 
« reſolved to treat the King's Enemies worſe than 
% before.” The Legate, mad to have been thus 
play'd the Fool with, revers'd the Abſolution juſt 
given to Givri, who was perfectly eaſy, and con- 
tinued faithful to his Prince “. 

If all the Nazarene Papiſts had been People of 
fuch Honour and Honeſty as this faithful Subject, 
France, always ſubmiſſive to the Maſters whom 
Providence had ſet over it, had never been a Prey 
to Diſcord and Faction: The fiery Superſtition of 
Monks could not have induced Brethren to ſheath 
their Swords in one another's Breaſts, and Religion 


would never have been made uſe of as a Pretext 
to Rebellion. | 


Here's 
Genn flexo ſupplex, & compoſito vultu, veniam fe contra Pariſtenſes 


admiſſorum petere praſeſſus eft, interpoſtaque aliqua mora, quaſi ſeris 


rem gereret, poſiquam a Cardanali benedidlianem accepit, antequam ſur- 


geret gratiam ſibi fieri pettjt 5 nam decreviſſt contra Pariſienſes atrius 


quam antea lellum gerere > Quilus diffi, cum reſts ſe a Cardinalis gratians 
Jadlam revocantis conſpectu ſubduxit. Thuanus Tom, IV. Pag. 1:54. 


— OE ene / /c 
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Here's a Principle, my dear Monceca, of which 
I think every honeſt Man, and every loyal Subject 
ought to be perſuaded. Should a Monarch turn 
Turk, a Subject is not, upon that Account, diſ- 
charged from his Oath of Allegiance. What ! 
ſhall private Men have a Right to exclaim againſt 
Violence and Force in Matters of Religion and 
Conſcience, and Monarchs, ſeated upon their 
Thrones, muſt not pretend to chuſe their own 
Religion, or profeſs a Faith which their Subjects 
don't approve of! None but Fools, mad Men, 
or meer Papilts, can maintain ſuch an unreaſon- 
able Opinion. Were I Sovereign of ſome Naza- 
rene Kingdom, I would have a Church eſtabliſhed 
of Latcks, Men of Candour and Probity, who 
ſhould preach a Syſtem of Morality quite different 
from that of the Monks. How happy had it been 
for Henry III. and his Succeſſor, that ſuch Preachers 
ſhould have been ſet up in oppolition to the Leaguers, 
and thoſe ſent to Paris by the Pontives and Spa- 
niards, conſtant Enemies to the French, always 
vanquiſh'd by them, even when their Diviſions 
were at the Height, and having no Hopes of ever 
ſubduing them by open Force, had Recourſe to 
the Poilon of monachal Fury. 


Helas ! elle a des Rois egorge le plus grand 
I . 


By it, alas! the beſt of Kg. was loſt! 


Adieu my dear Monceca. As ſoon as poſſible 
thou ſhalt hear from me again; in the mean Time 
accept of my beſt Wiſhes for thy Proſperity. 


KKK KKK 
Venice, Ts, 


LETTER 


* Racine*s Athalia. 
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LETTER LX. 


AARON MONCECA ro Isaac ONIS. 


Make no Doubt, my dear Iſaac, but that by this 
Time thou'rt got to Alexandria. If thou ſhould'ſt 
make any Stay in that City, I ſhall take it as a Fa- 
vour that thou'lt give me ſome Account of the An- 
tiquities thou ſeeſt there. I'm told there are a great 
many which Time has reſpected and preſerv'd en- 
tire; and that there would have been many more, 
had not the Barbarity of the Zxrks, the Fury of 
Wars, and the Avarice of the Natives, occaſion'd 
the Ruin of many Editices, thrown down, either 


by Superſtition, or in Hopes of finding Gold hid 


in the Foundations, or in the Heart of the Walls. 
A great many Pillars have been pull'd down in 
Hopes of finding ſuch Medals under their Baſes, 
as they had got under others: So that the moſt 
exquiſite Pieces of Architecture were inhumanly 


broke down; and we owe the Preſervation of 


thoſe that {till ſubſiſt, only to their immoveable 
Solidity. 

I have often talk'd at Conſtantizople with ſeveral 
Jews who had made the Tower of Agypt, and told 
me many extraordinary Things, the Truth whereof 
I ſhould gladly have confirm'd by thee. They aſ- 
ſured me that the Manners of the Egyptians difter'd 
in many Things from thoſe of the Turks at Con- 


ſtantinople and in all Greece. Pray inform me of 


all theſe Things; inſtructed by one of thy Judg- 
ment and Prudence, I ſhall know the Truth, an 
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in Exchange thou may expect to have what Re- 
marks I make on the Manners of the Countries 
through which I ſhall travel when I leave Fraxce. 
My Affairs at Paris will ſoon be ended; and I 
expect to be gone in a Month or two. 1 ſhall be 
obliged to take a Trip into Flanders, from whence 
I ſhall embark for England. 

Could l prevail with the Chevalier de Maiſiu to 
accompany me, I ſhould reckon myſelf extremely 
happy in ſuch a Companion. I lhe under infinite 
Obligations to him for his daily Aſſiſtance in ma- 
king me perfectly acquainted with his Nation, and 
in reſolving all my Doubts and Difficulties. He 
conducted me Yeſterday to an Author's Houſe, a 
Friend of his, who has the Reputation of an ele- 
gant Writer, and one of the beſt Pens in France. 
We found him, with two other Authors, in ſuch 
a cloſe and warm Diſpute, that they took no No- 
tice of us when we enter'd the Room, nor ſo much 
as perceived that we were with them, till the Che- 
valier preſented me to his Friend. After the firſt 
Civilities were over, my Friend, being curious to 
know the Subject of ſuch a ſerious Converſation, 
addreſs'd them thus: Gentlemen, May it be ask'd 
« without Offence what Queſtion you are diſcuſ- 
„ ſing? Whether in Metaphylicks, Mathematicks, 
« or natural Philoſophy ? It is upon Book-ſelling, 
« ſaid the Chevalier's Friend, and conſequently 
© more important to the Repeblick of Letters: For 
«© what's more uſeful and eſſential to the Learned 
« than the Means of ſubſiſting ? This is, however, 
« what the Bookſellers moſt ſtrenuouſly oppoſe ; 
« and, if the Government falls upon no Method 
“ toreſtrain their Avarice, Authors for the future 
« mult find out the Art of ſpiritualizing their Bo- 
« dies, ſo as to have no occaſion for Nouriſhment. 
« Is it not amazing, that Bookſellers ſhould only 


cc pay 
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e“ pay the Abbe Grifonet * a Crown of fix Livers 

“ tor the Sheet of his Romances? A Crows ! cries 
out one of the Authors, the ſame Abbe juſt now 
« mention'd: Add, Mr. Tragediz }, if you pleaſe, 
correcting included. Monſtrous! anſwer'd the 
Chevalier's Friend; you diſhonour the Dignity 
„ of the Profeſſion, in falling the Price to fix Livers [| 
ei the Sheet, correcting included: I'd rather a hun- 


cc 


0 
cc 


& dred I imes over die for Hunger. 


cc 
c conſider that a hungry Belly has no Ears. I is eaſy 
cc 

cc 


that ought to ſhine in our auguſt Character; you 
cc 


&« often reduced to a ſingle Diſh of Coffee, taken 
« upon Tick at Grads?'s F, which muſt ſerve for 
« Breakfaſt, Dinner and Supper, you would be 
& glad to take any Price offer'd for your Works. 
&« You're happy in your Misfortunes, Mr. Vers- 
ce fadet &, replied the Abbe, to have Credit at Gra- 
&« dot's: I have quite loſt mine there. About fifteen 
« Days ſince, his Wife gave me in an Account of 
« two thouſand nine hundred and thirty two Diſhes 
« of Coffee, and not being able to make Payment, 
« ſhe would truſt me no more. How, Sir! ſaid 


the Chevalier de Maiſin, you owe two thouſand 


„ nine hundred and thirty two Diſhes of Coffee? 
« Yes, anſwered the Author: 1 have paid nothing 
« for nine Years; and at the Rate of one Diſh per 
diem, the Account is exact, allowing for Leap- 

years. 


* Grifonet, in the figurative Senſe, ſignifies a Scribvler or bad 
Writer, | 


f Tragedin may ſignify a bad Tragick-Poct, 
1 A Coffee-houſe at the End of Pontnewf, frequented by the Wits, 


$ Vers-ſ:der may ſignify a Poetaſter or Cempoſer of Doggrel- 
Rhy me. | 


„But, Mr. Tragedin, anſwer'd the third of theſe 
Writers, who had not till now ſpoke, you don't 


for you to declaim on the Grandeur and Dignity 


have a competent Fortune, and may ſtruggle with 
„the Avarice of Bookſellers: But, if you were 
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« years. I thought to have paid the three firſt Years 
te with the Price of a Manuſcript; but, as it did 
« not yield the half of the Sum that 1 expected, IL 
« could not perform what I deſign'd. But I fancy, 
« Mr. /ers-fadet, continued the Author, you're as 
« deep in the Chalk as I; for we were admitted 
« Members of Parnaſſus much about a Time, and 
« both inſtall'd upon the ſame Day in the Coffee- 
« houſe of the Wits. Tis true, replied the o- 
« ther; but, foreſeeing that my Fate would be no 
« better than yours, I preſented a Sonnet to Gra- 
« do?'s Wife, extolling her to the Skies, for which 
& ſhe has given me Credit for fix Months longer; 
& by that Time I hope to have finiſh'd my Uni- 
&« werſal Hiſtory in eighteen Folio Volumes, and 
te to ſatisfy her. I made an Offer of a Dedication 
te ofthis Work to my Baker, upon condition that he 
« would furniſh me Bread gratis for eight Years ; 
ee but he was deaf to my Propoſal, loving Money 
« more than Immortality. I am not, however, 
« vex'd that he and I did not hit it, becauſe I have 
« another Perſon in view who can do me more 
« Service. | 3 

e Pm very much afraid, anſwer'd the Abbe Gri- 
ce foxet, that you're out in your Calculation: The 
„% Financers and Undertakers conceive now the 


_« Ridiculeto whie they're expos'd by Dedications ; 


« and are ſenſible, that to praiſe a Scoundrel in this 


« Way, is publickly to expoſe him. The Beaus 


« and Lords are often as ill provided with Money 
« as Authors. Gown-men imagine that Ihanks 
« are the juſt Value of dedicatory Epiſtles; and 
« your Wits who are rich, think Encomiums good 
« Payment: So that I verily believe we ſhall at 
&« laſt be obliged to follow the Example of a mo- 
« dern Author, who dedicated his Books to the 
e Shades and Ghoſts of the Dead. 

Vo I. II. E 4 
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« have a Subject, replied the other Author, of 3 ; 


« 'a very different Nature from thoſe mentioned, 
« viz. The New King of Corſica. I make no Doubt 


but that he'll be very well pleas'd on his glorious 1 


Acceſſion to the Crown, to receive the Congra- 


&« tulations of the principal Members of the Re- 


te public of Letters on that happy Event. I ſhall 
„ make it appear, in the Epiſtle Dedicatory, to all 
% Exrope, that he has lawful Pretenſions to Cor- 
% /ica. As for that, replied the Chevalier ſmiling, 


« you muſt allow meto think, that you'll not find 


& it ſo eaſy a Matter to reconcile ſuch an extra- 


&« ordinary Paradox with Probability. Excuſe me, 


© Sir, anſwer'd the Author: Here's the Method 
ce by which I propoſe to do this. My firlt Step 


© will be to prove, that in the Beginning of the 2 


© Corfican Government, Baſtards could ſucceed to 
© the Crown; then I' cauſe one of the ancient 
„ Princes of that Ifland travel into Germany, and 
© marry privately, without Formality, or any other 
« Witneſſes, but Love, a Daughter of the Houſe of 
« Newhoff: And thus, from this firſt Baſtard, ca- 
% pable of ſaccceding, I'll eſtabliſh the Right of 
©« Theodore I. | 
1 yield — faid the Chevalier, and confeſs, 
Mr. Yers-faget, that I could never have imagin'd 
% that you would have fallen upon ſuch an Ex- 
« pedient. Nothing more remains but to know 
« it the new King of Corſica will be pleas'd with 
« your making him deſcend from that firſt Baſtard. 
« He would be in the wrong to be angry, replied 
& the Author; but, to prove that this is by no means 
« derogatory, Il lay before him the Example of 
$ Sultans, who are all the Children of Love, and 
« owe nothing to Hymen. 
l am, ſays the Abbe Grifonet, of Mr, Vers-fadet's 
« Opinion; and whatever Way the Acceſſion of 
« Theodore is juſtified, he ought to be — : 
2 cc n 
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& And were I ſure that it would not be diſagree- 
„ able to Mr. Vers. fadet, nor prejudicial to the 
=X << Dedication of his Vuiverſal Hiſtory, I would 
e dedicate to the ſame Monarch the Lyfe of Prince 
% Eugene, which I ſhall finiſh in a Day or two. 


„„ You have wrote the Life of Prince Eugene, ſaid 


© the Chevalier? Yes, Sir, anſwer'd the Abbe; I 
&« began it the ſame Day that the Gazezzes mention'd 
& his Death, and the Bookſeller for whom I work 
„had it directly advertis'd, that I might not be pre- 
22 © vented by another Author. You have, no doubt, 
„ ſaid the Chevalier, ſeveral Memorials that have 
been communicated to you? I have the Gazezres, 
« and the H:ftorical Mercaries, replied the Abbe : 
“% With this Help only, Thanks be to God, and 
e the Deſire of getting Money, I have done thirty 
„two Sheets in eleven Days and a half; and TI 
„ ſhall ſoon be at the End of my Work: But how- 
ever expeditious I may be, I'm neverthelcis but 
« flow in compariſon of Mr. Yers-fadet. He has 
% compos'd his Univerſal Hiſtory in a Year and a 
« half: He wrote a Folio Volume every Month, 
« and yet Pm perſuaded when it appears it will 


. * You are too indulgent, replied the other Au- 


« might have, perhaps, done ſomething tolerable 
% had I but employ'd a little more Time; but I 
&« ſtinted myſelt to three Sheets of Print a-Day : 
« Good or bad, ſo much muſt be done; there's 


ee paid, we work. When the Work is printed, *tis 
the Bookſeller's Bufinels to get it ſold : If it lies 
in their Shop, ſo much the worſe for them. 
„ When I want Money, and that the Work re- 
« quires Diſpatch, my whole Family afliſt : My 
« Wife dictates, my Children write, and J reviſe; 
« thereafter it takes its Chance. 5 

n % You're 


4 
cc 


ee pain the Eſteem of Judges and People of Taſte. . 


&« thor; I deſerve not theſe Praiſes. *Tis true, I 


« no living if we do otherwiſe: And truly as we're 
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« You're happy, ſaid the Abbe Grifonet, to have 


« People to aſſiſt you; for me, I have neither Wife 2 


&« nor Child, and 'm oblig'd to do all myſelf; 
© but then 1 never take the Trouble to look over 721 


« the ſame thing twice. 


« ] don't blame you, ſaid the Chevalier's Friend 


4 ſince the Bookſellers treat you ſo unhandſomely, 


you ought to repay them in the ſame Coin. Not- '3 | 
* withſtanding the Itch I have for Glory, I'm per- 
« ſuaded that I ſhould write in as great Haſte as 


© you, were I preſs'd by Hunger. And J confeſs, 
* that I owe the half of my Genius to the Tran- 


« quillity of my Stomach, which I can fill before 


„ ſet Pen to Paper.” 


I don't know, my dear Iſaac, if the Converſa- 3 
tion of theſe Authors will afford thee any Diver- 7 
ſion; but I found it ſo original, that I could not 


hinder myſelf from communicating it to thee. 
Be careful of thy Health, and let me have the 
Pleaſure of often hearing from thee. 


„ KKKKEKE 1 
Paris, R 4 
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PON coming out of the Author's Houſe 
U whom J mentioned in my laſt Letter, the 
Chevalier de Maiſin porpoſed that I ſhould accom- 
pany him to a Bookſeller's Shop in St. Fames's 
Street, where he deſign'd to buy ſome Books: As 
we enter'd the Shop, we found the Maſter Ye) 
| | muc 
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much out of Humour, and ſcolding at his Wife, 
Child, Servants, c. What's the Matter with you, 
Sir, ſaid my Friend; you appear to be in a very bad 
Humour? The Matter, Sir, anſwer'd the Book- 
ſeller! I wiſh all Authors and Correctors were at 
the Devil, and that the whole Race had been ex- 
tin a hundred Years fince. But once more, ſaid 
the Chevalier, let me know the Subject of your 
Diſcontent ; perhaps it may be in my Power to 
ſerve you? You ſhall know it, Sir, anſwer'd the 
Bookſeller; and you'll find that ſuch an Accident 
could not happen but to a Man as unlucky as 
myſelf. | : 

You're acquainted with de Thou's Hiſtory, al- 
lowed, by all, to be an excellent Book. I under- 
took to reprint a new Tranſlation of it, corrected, 
and embelliſh'd with Notes; but certain I am that 
Belzebab has a Finger in the Pie, tor all my Pro- 


o 


ar evaporate in Smoak, and my Money too. I 


had agreed with an Author for that Work at nine 


hundred Livres, and thought I had made a good 
Bargain; but what think you happen'd? the Author 
who had undertook this Reviſal, underſtood no 
Latin, and ſpoke French but very inditterently ; 
he enter'd into Partnerſhip with a German, who 
indeed knew ſome Latin, but jabber'd very bad 
French. Theſe two curſed Authors began the 
Work ; and, in the interim, my Money went, 
ſometimes ſix, ſometimes four Piſtoles: In ſhort, 


after advancing. near to three hundred Livres, 1 


wanted to know how Things ſtood, before I went 
further ; and accordingly gave ſome I omes, which 
J had got in as perfect and corrected, to be reviſed, 
but the Examiners found they were abominable : 
In place of correcting the old Tranſlation, they 
had quite ſpoil'd it; and the new one was neither 
French, German, Italian nor Spaniſh. *T was im- 
poſlible to divine in what Language theſe wretched 

| | 33 Dawbers 
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Dawbers had wrote; only one might eaſily per- 
ceive that the Stile ſmell'd rankly of Gaſco:niſm. 


Sadly vex'd, as you may believe, with the Loſs of A | 
my Money, I took the Work out of ſuch curſed 


Hands; and am fully reſolved, for the future, to 
Plague all Authors as much as poſſibly 1 can. 

« Your Anger, anſwer'd the Chevalier, will ſoon 
« be over; and I'm pretty well aſſur'd that you 
« would not fall out with the Journaliſts, even 
e thoſe of Trevoux, whoſe Writings are now only 
« read in Snuff and Butter-ſhops : The criticiſing 
« of the Books which you publiſh, will ſtill keep 
“% you in Awe, and force you to treat them with 
« good Manners. I own, anſwer'd the Book- 
« ſeller, that Pm forc'd to keep fair with them; 
« but I love them not the more for that: If they 
« praiſe my Books, I know what it cofts me; 
„ and there's not a ſingle Abſtract but coſts me a 
« Piſtole. But for that, reply'd the Chevalier, 
« you have the Advantage of high Encomiums 
« made often on a very wretched Performance: 
« There are Plenty of Fools who look upon the 
« Journaliſts as Oracles, and, upon their Appro- 
% bation, purchaſe very bad Books at a high Price. 
« Though it muſt be allow'd that you poifon the 
« Publick with the inſipid Productions of three or 
« four bad Authors, yet in the Repablick of Letters 
« there's no Puniſhment for ſuch a Crime: Ig- 
« norants may write Books, Fools may read them, 
« and you Gentlemen Bookſellers may ſell them 
« to the beſt Advantage. Were it otherwiſe, ſaid 
« the Bookſeller, how could we live? what mult 
« hecome of that Crowd of Authors and Cor- 


« rectors who ſubſiſt by the Nonfenſe which they 


« ſcribble: All Trades have their Quacks; bad 
« Writers are ſuch in the Repablick of Letters, 
te and their Stuff often ſells better than the Works 
of the greateſt Men. But now that you put 
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et me in mind of Journals, continued the Book- 


de ſeller, I had almoſt forgot that I was to ſend 
ce this Letter to a Journaliſt. Allow me, ſaid the 
« Chevalier, to read it; I can promiſe Secrecy 
« both for myſelf and for my Friend.” The Book- 
ſeller frankly comply'd wich his Requeſt, preſented 
the Letter, which the Chevalier found ſo very co- 
mica] that he begg'd to have a Copy; this, with ſome 
Difficulty, and on reiterated Promiſes of Secrecy, 
was granted. 


LETTER 
From the Bookſeller S—— * to his Journaliſt. 


M* Servant, Sir, will deliver you ten Piſtoles 
for the quarterly Payment of the preſent Jour- 
nal. I muſt beg Leave to tell you plainly, that J 
am not very well fatisfied with your Manner of 
writing; and, if this continues, there will be a 


Neceſſity for me to take another Method: You 


neither praiſe my Books, nor diſcommend thoſe 
of my Fraternity, with that Zeal and Warmth 
you ought. Endeavour, in your Criticiſms and 
Invectives, to imitate the Journaliſts of Trevouæx; 
fee how they beſpatter, right or wrong, every 


thing that drops from the Pen of a Fauſeniſt or a 
Proteſtant: Thoſe are Models to be follow'd; 


but ir would appcar that you {till pretend to ſome 
ſmall Share of Modeſty, and that you dare not 
boldly ſay, that an excellent Book is but meer 
Traſh; you muſt {till go roundly ro Work. Thoſe 


ſame Journaliſts of Trevoux, whom J have men- 


tion'd as an Example tor your Imitation, have 
they not poly condemn'd ſome of Bayle and 
Boileau's Works, without any other Reaſon than 
that they were compoled by Perſons whom they 

did 


* Quid rides? mutato nomine de te fabula narratur, Hor. Sat, 
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Hatred with you; think of this, Sir. If Lying 


that I publiſh, the bad as well as the good, and to 
rail at all thoſe that may hinder the Sale. It would 


ſeem to me as if you affected to imitate the Can- 


dour of Bayle and Sallo; you may do ſo if you 


pleaſe, but then you mult change your Bookſeller, ; 


as I will my Journaliſt. Endeavour therefore, Sir, 


if you incline that we ſhould do Buſineſs together, 


to put on a little more Impudence; and, in your 
next Journal, be ſure to rail at the Works of the 
Marquis O' Arg , both what he has already 
publiſh'd, or what he may publiſh afterwards, of 


which you neither know the Title nor Subject. 


You mult pull to Pieces all the Books printed for 
N. and P „ Janſenuiſts and Enemies to 
God, the State, and, which is more, to me. Vou 
muſt be very exact in in forming yourſelf of the 
Books publiſh'd by Moliniſte, and take care to extol 
them to the Skies, particularly thoſe in which the 
Jeſuites, or even their Lay-Brothers, may be con- 
cern'd. You muſt criticiſe, in the ſtrongeſt Man- 
ner, Foltaire's new Tragedy; and be ſure to brand 
bim with Want of Religion, tho' you may very 
probably have leſs than he. You ought not to 
ſtick at this, becauſe 'tis only an Injury thrown 
upon this Author, in order to prepoſſeſs the Big- 
gots and Strangers againſt him. The Reverend 
Father, Rector ot the Jeſuites, told me Yeſterday, 
that he could not be too ſeverely puniſh'd for ha- 
Ving ſpread the Venom of Janſenitm in his Henriade 
and OEdipus. 


J am, 


S 1. KR, &. 
I dare 


did not love? Let Avarice ſupply the Want of 
frightens you, that's your Buſineſs ; for me, I don't 
pay you to ſpeak Truth, but to commend the Books 
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I dare ſay, my dear Iſaac, that the Singularity of 


this Letter will divert thee, as it did my Friend and 


me: We were very merry, and indeed a little hard 
upon the Bookſeller, for ordering Panegyricks to 
be beſtowed on bad Books. It we only printed 
« good Things, anſwer'd he, the one half of the 
„ Bookſellers would ſtarve, and the other half 
« would not be much better. Few can diltinguiſh 
“ betwixt a good and a bad Book: If 'tis but new, 
% we get it off. Due Care is taken to have it 
« pompouſly recommended in the Foxrnals; and 
„the Publick, always fond of Novelty, buys, 
« without Diſtinction, the good and the bad.” _ 
What this Bookſeller ſaid will be the leſs ſurpri- 
ſing, if thou conſider'ſt that few are capable of di- 
ſtinguiſhing betwixt the true and counterfeit Bril- 
lant. A Book, where every thing is diſpoſed with 
Judgment and Exactneſs, and where the Beauty 
of the Thoughts anſwer to the Order of Things, 
has not that Influence upon the Imagination of 
ſome Perſons, as another which attacks the Mind 
with ſome brisk and lively Flaſhes of Wit, not 
at all permanent, but reſembling thoſe Meteors, 
which, by their ſudden Blaze, threaten to ſet the 
World on fire, yet in a Moment after are extin- 
guiſh'd. The Women, particularly, are fond of 
Books that captivate their Attention with extraor- 


dinary Adventures. Ihe ſublime, the grand, the 


good, are leſs entertaining than the marvellous; 


and therefore it is that Romances are more agree- 


able to the Generality of the Sex than Hiſtory, 
though thoſe who would join the uſeful to the 


agreeable, ſeldom find it in the former. I would 


have the ſame Motto put at the Head of all ſuch 
Books as we find in the old Amadis's: — Read 
and forget. — To read them is agreeable, but to 
remember them is pernicious. The Heart is ſoften'd 


with the tender, and becomes effeminate; the 
Mind 
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Mind contracts a Liking to Adventures dangerous 


for young People, and capable to throw them in- - 
to the wildeſt Extravagancies. r 
Tis not my Intention, however, to forbid al- N 
together their reading of Romances ; my Zeal is pe 
not ſcrew'd up to that Pitch: But I would have 


them read by way of Amuſement, and not as a jj 
ſerious Study; and that they ſhould be look'd up- 

on as agreeable Dreams, invented to divert, now 
and then, Men of Buſineſs, and to unbind the Minds 
of the Studious. In that Caſe a Romance would 
become an innocent Diverſion; and there would 
be no ſuch thing as People conſuming whole 
Months together in the rapſodical Entertainment 
of Inchantments, Amours, Duels, Combats and 
Scenes of Treachery, Coquetry and Villany : The 
agreeable and the uſeful would go hand in hand; 
and Men deſirous of Knowledge would make the 
reading of Hiſtory, Morality and ſound Philoſo- 
phy, their principal Occupation. Such a Scheme, 
*tis. true, to refine the Taſte, would be a mortal 
Blow to the moſt Part of Authors, who pick up 
a Living by the Sale of ſome ill-digeſted Novels 
which they print ; and, this Reſource failing, would 
perhaps be obliged to turn Shoemakers : But, after 
all, where would be the Harm, ſuppoſing it were 
ſo? The Number of bad Authors would be di- 
miniſh'd, and our Shoes become cheaper. Such a 
new Regulation would be an Advantage to the 
State, and to the Repablick of Letters: The latter 
would get rid of Members that are a Diſgrace to 
it, and the Number of Tradeſmen in the Kingdom 
would increaſe ; and perhaps the Authors, thus 
metamorphos'd, would be very well pleas'd with 
their new Condition ; for how many Shoemakers 
are there who eat and drink much better than 
Writers? and how many of the latter who, with- 
out Credit from their Shoemakers, would go Ie: 
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foot? However ambitious they may be of Fame, 
they would ſoon be made to underſtand that a 
"XZ Tradeſman, who leads a quiet Life in his own 
7 Habitation, and is ſure of his Dinner and Sup- 


per, is an hundred times happier than an Author 


who depends upon a Dedication, or a Ballad, for 
his daily Food. | 


Thou muſt not imagine, my dear Iſaac, from 


3 what I have juſt now ſaid, that all Authors in 
France are miſerable, and that none ſubſiſt by 


their Merit and Learning. The Moment a Writer 


2 diſtinguiſhes himſelf by ſome Talent, the Frowns 


of Fortune cannot reach him: I own that Riches 
don't flow upon him, but his Works will ſtill af- 
ford him wherewithal to live decently. The Mi- 
ſery I ſpeak of regards only bad Authors, who 
ſcribble for Bread; and who, diſappointed in their 
Expectations, are generally reduced to a ſtarving 
Condition: A few Pence which they ſqueeze from 


Bookſellers, help to keep Soul and Body toge- 


ther for a while, but ſooner or later that Supply 
drops, and then it would be very happy for them, 
as I have already ſaid, that they could be Shoe- 
makers, or even Coblers; as ſuch, they would be 
exempted from the Miſery under which they now 
fink. 

Farewel, my dear {ſaac, may the God of our 
Fathers bleſs thee with Proſperity and all earthly 
Comforts. 


PRE TEDEES 
Paris, , 
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Mind contracts a Liking to Adventures dangerous 


for young People, and capable to throw them in- 5 
to the wildeſt Extravagancies. I T; 

"Tis. not my Intention, however, to forbid al-. 
together their reading of Romances; my Zeal is pe 
not ſcrew'd up to that Pitch: But 1 would have FF, 
them read by way of Amuſement, and not as a hi 


ſerious Study; and that they ſhould be look'd up- 
on as agreeable Dreams, invented to divert, now * 
and then, Men of Buſineſs, and to unbind the Minds 
of the Studious. In that Caſe a Romance would | 
become an innocent Diverſion; and there would 
be no ſuch thing as People conſuming whole 0 
Months together in the rapſodical Entertainment d 
of Inchantments, Amours, Duels, Combats and f 
Scenes of Treachery, Coquetry and Villany : The | 
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agreeable and the uſeful would go hand in hand; 
and Men deſirous of Knowledge would make the 
reading of Hiſtory, Morality and ſound Philoſo- 
phy, their principal Occupation. Such a Scheme, | 
*tis. true, to refine the Taſte, would be a mortal 
Blow to the moſt Part of Authors, who pick up | 
a Living by the Sale of ſome ill-digeſted Novels 
which they print ; and, this Reſource failing, would 
perhaps be obliged to turn Shoemakers : But, after 
all, where would be the Harm, ſuppoſing it were 
ſo? The Number of bad Authors would be di- 
miniſh'd, and our Shoes become cheaper. Such a 
new Regulation would be an Advantage to the 
State, and to the Republic of Letters: The latter 
would get rid of Members that are a Diſgrace to 
it, and the Number of Tradeſmen in the Kingdom 
would increaſe ; and perhaps the Authors, thus 
metamorphos'd, would be very well pleas'd with 
their new Condition ; for how many Shoemakers 
are there who eat and drink much better than 
Writers? and how many of the latter who, with- 
out Credit from their Shoemakers, would go ane: 
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foot? However ambitious they may be of Fame, 
they would ſoon be made to underſtand that a 
"XZ Tradeſman, who leads a quiet Life in his own 
2 Habitation, and is ſure of his Dinner and Sup- 
per, is an hundred times happier than an Author 
who depends upon a Dedication, or a Ballad, for 
his daily Food. | 
Thou mult not imagine, my dear Iſaac, from 
what I have juſt now ſaid, that all Authors in 
France are miſerable, and that none ſubſiſt by 
their Merit and Learning. The Moment a Writer 
22 diſtinguiſhes himſelf by Tome Talent, the Frowns 
of Fortune cannot reach him: I own that Riches 
don't flow upon him, but his Works will ſtill af- 
ford him wherewithal to live decently. The Mi- 
ſery I ſpeak of regards only bad Authors, who 
2 ſcribble for Bread; and who, diſappointed in their 
2 Expectations, are generally reduced to a ſtarving 
Condition: A few Pence which they ſqueeze from 
Bookſellers, help to keep Soul and Body toge- 
ther for a while, but ſooner or later that Supply 
drops, and then it would be very happy for them, 
gas I have already ſaid, that they could be Shoe- 
makers, or even Coblers; as ſuch, they would be 
exempted from the Miſery under which they now 
fink. | 

Farewel, my dear Iſaac, may the God of our 
Fathers bleſs thee with Proſperity and all earthly 
Comforts. 


„ie tern 
Paris, 1 
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AARON MONCECA. 70 ISaac Onis. | 
'HE Care I take, my dear Iſaac, to be ac- | 4 ( 
quainted with the Manners and Cuſtoms of | \ 

the French, does not hinder me from applying, for | { 


ſeveral Hours every Day, to ſtudy. Im affiduous 
to render perfect, or, at leaſt, to improve the ſmall 
Degree of Knowledge that 1 may have acquired, 
and to avoid every thing that may obſcure the 
Clearneſs and Diſtinctneſs of it. I have laid down 
a Rule, and follow a Method, which will natu- 
rally conduct me to the Knowledge 1 
cannot help thinking that the over- ſtrain'd Reſpect 
which Men pay to the Ancients, produces two 
dangerous Effects: In the firſt Place, it accuſtoms 
them to make no Uſe of their Underſtanding ; 
and, * Degrees, incapacitates them to exerciſe 
their Talents. They who employ their whole 
Time in poring upon the Works of Ariſtotle and 
Plato, are leſs careful about reconciling the Opi- 
nions of thoſe Philoſophers with Truth, and of 
rejecting what they perceive to be contrary to it, 
than to acquire a thorough Knowledge of all their 
Maxims in general, with a View to embrace and 
defend them for no other Reaſon but that they 
- have been advanced by thoſe Ancients ; which 
they eſteem to be a ſufficient Proof of their Evi- 
dence, according to that old Axiom, Ariſtoteles 


drxit, ergo verum, i.e. Ariſtotle ſaid it, and there- 
Fore true. 


Another 
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Another bad Conſequence that ſometimes attends 
the reading of the Ancients, is the Contulion of ideas 
into which it throws the Readers who are at a Lois 
how to behave in a Study of that Kind. 'I own 'tis 
neceſlary to read the Ancients, but then we mult 
meditate on what we read, and ſeriouſly reflect on 
their Sentiments ; and though we may look upon 
the Greek and Roman Authors as great Men, yet 
we mult conſider them as Perſons liable to human 
F railties, and capable of being deceived: In that 
Caſe we may reap great Benefit by them; but when 
we're tooliſhly fond of an Author, for no other Rea- 
fon but becauſe he's one of the ancient Writers, and 
are ſatisfied when we know what his Sentiments 
were, without taking the Trouble, or thinking our- 
ſelves oblig*d to canvaſs them, our Weakneſs may 
be compared to that of a Man who preters an old 
ruſty Braſs Medal to a modern Piece of Gold finely 
engraved and intrinſically valuable. Is there any 
thing ſo precious as I'ruth? and can all the Repu— 


tation which an Author may have acquired in two 


thouſand Years outweigh Reaſon and Evidence? 
The Generality of Commentators are apt to deify 
the Defects and Errors ofthe Ancients, becauſe they 
imagine that the Praiſe beſtowed on them partly re- 
coils upon themſelves, and becauſe, according to 
them, an Author and a Commentator is but as one 
and the ſame Perſon. Ia this View Self-love art- 
fully acts its Part, and ſhares in the Glory to which 
it raiſes another . But, what is (till more fingu- 
lar, there are Commentators who laviſh Encomiums 
upon their Authors, not becauſe they eſteem them, 
but in Compliance with Cuſtom, which has made 
it faſhionable ; ſo that, if they ſhould not launch out 
into hyperbolical Praiſes, both of the Book and its 
Author, they would be treated as Novices by the 
Fraternity. 
Vor. II. * There 


* Mallebrancl,'s Search after Truth, Part II. Cap, IV. Pag. 200. 
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There are three Sorts of Works which are ſo many 
Snares laid to intangle our Reaſon and Underſtand- 


ing, by prepoſſeſſing them with falſe Ideas, viz. Com- 1 


mentaries, Journals, and Prefaces. 


As it would be extremely ridiculous for a Perſon 1 
to acquaint the Publick that he's at work upon a 
trifling Subject, the Commentators always take care 


to let it be known that they are explaining an ad- 


mirable Firſt-rate Author, of a moſt profound and 
penetrating Genius, who was the Admiration of his 
own and of ſubſequent Ages. But the Jeſt of all | 


1s, that the ſame Commentator, employ'd upon two 


Authors whole Opinions directly claſh with one 
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another, contradicts himſelf in every Article, and 


extolls the ſame Opinion which he had treated with 


Scorn. 

The Journaliſts are directed by the Bookſellers, 
their Employers, with regard to Encomiums, or 
Criticiſms, on Books. 

An Author endeayours, in a Preface, to impoſe 
upon his Reader, and to throw a Miſt before his 
Eyes; fo that there's ſcarce one to be met with 
which: is not lame on the Side of Truth, or of good 
Senſe. 

Therefore, my dear Iſaac, to judge aright of the 
Merits of any Book, whether ancient or modern, 
*tis neceſſary, in my Opinion, to peruſe it without 
Prejudice or Prepoſſeſſion; firſt of all to put his O- 
pinions to the Teſt of Reaſon, and next to examine 
if they are conformable to thoſe of other great Men; 


to take a near View of the Paſſages which may ap- 


pear obſcure or doubtful, to reject thoſe which are 
evidently falſe, and receive thoſe chearfully which 
lead us to I ruth, or that ferve to fortify the Know- 
ledge which we already had of it: By this Means 
only can we judge ſolidly of the Merit of any Per- 
formance; all other Proots are e either falſe or un- 
certain. 

The 
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The Generality of Mankind are apt to judge of 
a Book from the Reputation of its Author: TI own 
that the Character of a Writer adds not a little to 
our Prepoſſeſſion in its Favour, but yet we mult 
not wholly rely upon this as an infallible Proof. 
LFscot, and many other ſcholaſtick Writers, acquir'd 
Ja ſurprifing Reputation in their own T imes, but 
= loft it afterwards; and are now hardly ſo much 
as known by ſome Monks. General Encomiums 


are not to be received as Vouchers for the Merit 


of any Performance, but in ſo far as they are 
founded upon Juſtice and Equity, and beſtowed by 
Perſons who bave maturely reflected before they 
commenced Panegyriits. | 

The Sale of a Book is by no Means a Proof of 
its Goodneſs: For, as the Number of People who 
are taken up with trifiing and childiſh Perform» 
ances, is much greater than thoſe who apply to 
ſerious Study, the Rapſoares of Mr. des Accords 
have been oftner printed than the Works of Des- 
Cartes, or GCaſſendi; and the Poetry of Father de 
Cercean, than tne Poem of St. Profper, by M. de 
Saci. 

The Scarcity of a Book is no Addition to its 
Merit: The Vaniuis are very ſcarce, and ſo are 
many other Books written by Libertines and Free- 
thinkers; whereas Cicero, Quincilian, and Plato, 
are very common. Shall it be therefore ſaid, that 
theſe Authors are but indifferent, and in ſmall 
Requeſt? On the contrary, good Books are every 
where to be met with, and bad ones very ſeldom 
to be found; which a modern Author thus ac— 
counts for: Good Books are often printed, and 
„ bad ones but once or twice at molt.” 

Prejudice, my dear Iſaac, was carried to ſuch a 
Height among the French, towards the End of the 
laſt Century, and in the Beginning of this, that if 
an Author was but an * he n 
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of Sticklers who converted his greateſt Defe&s 
into ſhining Beauties: On the other hand, ſeveral 
Perſons were ſo far prepoſſeſs'd in favour of the 
Moderns, that they could find nothing elegant or 
good in the Ancients. Nothing but Folly, Mad- 
neſs, or groſs 7 can drive People into 
ſuch Exceſſes. 1 here's a juſt Medium in Things: 
The Ancients had their Failings, but they had alſo 
great Beauties; and J may venture to ſay, that 
ſome of them are ſuch as the Moderns could ne— 
ver pretend to come up to. This is the Footing, 
in my Opinion, upon which the Diſpute about the 
Preference ought to be put. | 
Ariſtotle, Plato, Epicurus, and the other ancient 
Philoſophers, were bad Naturaliſts compared to 
Gaſſend!, Des-Cartes, Newton, &c. and but indif- 
fcrent Metaphyſicians compared to Locke and Mal- 
lebrauche. As to moral Philoſophy, we can pre- 
tend no ſuperior Knowledge; 7zlly's Offices ſuf- 
ficiently prove this. TI hey were little better than 
meer Ignorants in Aſtronomy, Navigation, and 
Geometry; but have exceeded us in Hiſtory : Fra- 
Paolo, de Thou, Rapin Thoiras, are ſhort of that 
Perfection diſplay'd in the Fragments left us of 
Saluſt and Tacitus; and mult be allow'd to be in- 
ſcrior to Titus Livy, Thucydides, and Xenophon. 
The Beauties of Zafſo, Milton, Voltaire, yield 
to thoſe of Homer and Virgil: Tis true, the Poems 
of the Ancients have their Blemiſhes, as well as 
the Moderns; but then they're generally ſo ex- 
cellent and ſublime, that certain Faults are ſcarce 
perceptable, or, at leaſt, eaſily pardon'd *. GCua- 
rini's 
* It muſt be allowed that Homer was guilty of egregious Blun- 
ders; but a Man muſt be vety blind, or ſadly prejudiced, not 
to perceive the raviſhing Beauties. I could inſtance a Paſſage 
of the Iliad, of which I ſhould rather chuſe to have been the 
—Author, than of all La Mute's Works, and, I dare venture to 


fav, than (Fontenelle excepted) of all the Compoſitions of the 
Members of the French Academy; I mean ſuch as it is in 1737. 
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rini's Paſtor Fido, Fontenelle's Eclognes, and ſome 
of Segaris's, are perhaps preferable to the Works 
of Theocritas; but in thole of Hirgil they have 
ES Rivals, that counterbalance, and perhaps eclipſe 
them. | 

The Tragedies of Sophocles and Euripides are ex- 
tremely beautiful; but to one who pays not a blind 
Worſhip to the Ancients, they have neither the Bril- 
lant, the Charms, the Softneſs, and the Sublime 
withal, which we find in Corneille and Racine. We 
have even French Poets that come very far ſhort of 
thoſe two illuſtrious Moderns, but who neverthe- 
leſs may vie with the ancient Greek I ragedians. 
Thomas Corneille's Ariana, Crebillon's Rhadamiſtus, 
the three laſt Acts of Voltaire's OEdiprs, and the 
ſame Author's Brutus, are perhaps as good as the 
Electra of Euripides, and the OEdipus of Sophocles. 
As to the Latins, their theatrical Pieces are deteſt- 
able. It would ſeem that Italy could never produce 
a Genius capable of writing in the tragical Way with 
any ſort of Succeſs. Seueca's Pieces, {till extant, 
are worſe than Pradon s; and we ſhould have been 
much more obliged to our Anceſtors, if they had 
left us ſomething elſe in their room. 

The ancient and modern Comedies are pretty 
much upon a Level. Ariſtophaues, Menander, Plau- 
tus, Terence, are an equal Match to Don Lopes de 
la Vega, Moliere, and ſome good Eugliſu Authors 
in that way; yet me-thinks, that were we to en- 
ter upon a ſtrict and impartial Examination, the 
Preference might perhaps be determined in favour of 
the Moderns. | 

In theſe latter Times ſeveral Authors have com- 
poſed very fine Elegies, and Pieces of Gallantry : 
And in this way of writing the Countefs of $224 
has diltinguiſh'd herfelf; but her Performances are 
not within Sight of Ovid, Tibullus, and Propertius. 
The Greeks and Romaxs carried the Ode to a De- 
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gree of Perfection, which their Poſterity has not 


as yet arriv'd at. There's no Compariſon between 
Pindar, Horace and Anacreon, and Malherbe, Rouſ- 
ſeau and La Motte; not but the latter have many 


Beauties, particularly Rouſſeau, who ſet out in ſuch 


a Manner as to flatter the Sticklers for the Moderns 
with Hopes of ſeeing him ſometime or other equal 
to Horace: But it ſeems that the ſame Sentence 
which blaſted his Reputation, extinguiſh'd his Ge- 
nius; for ſince his Baniſhment from France, his Per- 
formances are only adapted to the Vivacity and 
Penetration of the Frabanders; and his Maſe, in 
high Favour at Bruſſels, is actually hiſs'd at all over 
Europe, by every Man who has the leaſt Know- 
ledge of French Poetry. 

As for Eloquence, the Ancients are by much our 
Superiors. Boſſuet, Flechier, Patra, Le Maitre, 
Bourdaloue, had neither the Strength, the Fire, nor 
the Sublime of Sophocles ; nor have they attain'd to 
the RY; Grandeur and Dignity of Cicero. Mo- 
dern Italy has furniſh'd no Orator of any Note: 
The Preachers are rather Scaramouches, Panta- 
loons and Harlequins, who divert their Audience 
with Clenches and Puns, than Men that endeavour 


to touch the Heart, and to raviſh the Minds of 


their Hearcrs by their Eloquence. 

Unleſs we be partial, my dear Tſaac, this is all 
that can be ſaid upon the Diſpute between the An- 
cients and Moderns ; and every learned Man who 
judges according to his Reaſon, and is not biaſs'd 


by the Prejudices of Education, will be of the ſame 


Opinion. The Regents in Colleges commonly 
inſpire their Scholars with the utmoſt Diſdain for 


Authors whoſe Works are not of fifteen hundred 
Years Standing; that was the Time when Men 


had the Freedom of thinking, but ſince that Period 
they have not been allowed to make ule of their 
Underſtanding. Young People accuſtom them- 
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indiſputable Opinions, and which ought not to be 
ſo much as examin'd. They never throw their Eycs 
upon Books that are cried down; and when they 
attain to a certain Age, their Prejudices are ſo ſtrong, 
that, in reading the Moderns, their whole Study 
is to find out Blemiſhes in thoſe very beautitul Pat- 
ſages that ſtrike them. How many Perſons are 
charm'd with the Poetry, and noble daring Thoughts 
of Voltaire, and yet condemn his Heuriade, without 
allowing themſelves to diſtinguiſh the Beauties from 
the Defects; and this upon no other account but 
that they fancy a Modern is not capable of com- 
poſing a good Epic Poem! But I would gladly 
ask them, if they thought that Men, in ancient 
Times, had two Heads, two Souls, two Under- 
ſtandings, four Hands, and four Feet? If io, then 
ſurely none of the Moderns can ever be upon any 
Equality with the Ancients. But if they had but 
one Soul and one Underſtanding, as we have, I 
queſtion not but there may ſtil! be found as bright 
a Genius as that of Virgil, unleſs he that form'd it 
had notified that hereafter he would produce no 
Men who ſhould attain to that Perfection. 

Farewel, my dear Iſaac; may Heaven grant thee 
Health and Wealth, and then thou'lt be content 
and happy. Write me as ſoon as poſlible. 


Paris, III 


LETTER 
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Jacop BRITO HO AARON MoNCECA, 


Have now, my dear Moxceca, been fix Days in 

Naples; but before entertain thee with the Ob- 
ſervations I have already made in this City, allow 
me to tell thee what J {aw as I paſs'd at Loretto. 
The Nazarexes pretend, that the I emple of that 
City was brought thither by Angels. According to 
their Account, 'twas originally a Houle ina Village 


of Nazareth in Fadea, which was firſt tranſported 
into Dalmatia, and ſet down upon a Mountain 


called Jerſolto, where it remain'd ſome time, and 
from thence was carried off by the ſame Angels, 
and placed in a Foreſt bordering upon Aucona. At 
length, after two or three I'rips more, it ſettled its 
Reſidence for good and all in the Place where it 
now ſtands; and, to prevent its galloping about 
for the future, they have built a magnificent Temple, 
in the Middle of which it is incloſed. 

The Prieſts who miniſter in this Temple pretend, 
that the Houſe is built of unknown Stones : But 
I muſt tell thee, that having narrowly examined 
them, I plainly perceived that they were Bricks, and 
a grey reddiſh Sort of Stones, not at all uncom- 
mon; and ſo ill joined together, that one could 
eaſily ſee the Maton-work had been rear'd up in a 
Hurry. People flock to Lorezto from all Parts of 
the World, all the Nazareze Papilts having as great 
a Regard for this Place as we have for Feruſalem; 
and ſome Years the Number of Pilgrims a{lembled 

here 
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here in Eaſter Holy- days amount to near two hun- 
dred thouſand, including both Sexes. Diverſion 
and Pleaſure have as great a Share as Devotion in 
the Travels of the greateit Part of thoſe male and 
female Pilgrims; for all over Italy they make Par- 
ties for Loretto as for a Ball. The Societies and 
Fellowſhips of Men and Women, fantaſtically 
dreſs'd, repair thither in Crowds; and when the 
Journey 1s long and tireſome, they come mounted 
upon Afles reputed to be an Odour of Sanctity, as 
the Camel that brought the Alcoran to Mecca. They 
are endowed with the Ialent and Gift of zever 
ſtumbling, and are of a tractable Diſpoſition like 
their Brother Species; but then they exceed them 
much in Judgment: So that the wite Animal may 
be left to the Liberty of its own Will, without 
the leaſt Apprehenſion of its going out of the Road. 
The principal Ceremony that the Pilgrims per— 
form when they arrive, conſiſts in making a Tour 
round the Temple upon their Knees; and a ſtrange 
Shew it is. I can compare it to nothing, my dear 
Aaron, which may give thee a better Idea of the 
Thing, than to imagine to thyſelf thou wert to ſee 
two or three hundred School-boys hopping about 
upon one Leg one after another, and when one 
tumbles, the next behind falls over him: Jult ſo 
it happens to the Pilgrims, of Loretto. The Dit- 
pute is, who ſhall creep cloſeſt to the Wall of the 
Temple, 1o that ſome going one Way, and others 
meeting them, they often joltle, and the Cete- 
mony leldom ends without fome Kicks and Cuffs. 
'Thow lt perhaps ask my Opinion, how and when 
this Structure was built? 1 cannot eaſily anſwer 
ſuch a Queſtion; but I can with Certainty allure 
thee, that this pretended Miracle, happening in the 
Pontificate of one Bomrface, a cunning, ſubtle, 
double, diſſembling Man, capable of executing the 
boldeſt Deſigns, and extremely covetous, 'tis highly 
probable 
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probable that in one Night ſeveral Workmen may 
have rear'd up this Building, brought, as they pre- 
tend, from Nazareth, and which is but a ſingle 
Room, very ſmall and low. And what makes 
this Conjecture the more probable is, that there 
was then no Habitation within a League of the 
Place where the Temple of Loretto now ſtands. 
At the Time when the Story of the ſudden Arrival 
of this Houſe was trump'd up, the Nazarezes were 
{o tar plung'd in groſs Ignorance and Superlitition, 
that they would have implicitely believed Things 
more contrary to Reaſon. But I doubt much ii 
ſuch a Miracle would take now a-Days, or at leaſt 
I'm pretty much pertuaded, that it would gain but 
{mall Credit except in Italy. 

80 much, my dear Moxceca, for Loretto; tis 
Time now to return to Naples, where I have al- 
ready ſeen a great many fine Things. This City 
has been ſo often ravag'd, that moit of its Anti- 
quities have been deſtroyed or damaged: We have 
{ti1l however the Remains of an Amphitheatre, and 
two or three Frontiſpieces of ancient Temples, 
which are as Embelliſhments to new ones, built 
on the Ruins ot the others. 

Naples is one of the largeſt and fineſt Cities of 
Europe, and even ſeems to have the Advantage of 
Rome, London, Paris and Venice: *Tis every where 
regular and beautitul ; whereas the other Cities have 
many low, ill-built Houſes, and diſagreeable to 
view, intermix'd with their fine Palaces. 

The Neapolitans have the Reputation of being 
the moſt wicked and profligate People in Europe. 
There was a Time when a couple of Crowns was 
the Price of a Man's Lite; and then there were 
above three thouſand Baudittis in the Kingdom, who 
had the Impudence to oppole the regular Troops: 
And ' twas not without great Difficulty that the Race 
ot them was extirpated. But at length the N 

and, 
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and after them, the Germans, have almoſt entirely rid 
the Kingdom of thoſe Wretches. They put a great 


many of them to Death, and intimidated others ſo 


much, that they have been forced to- take to an- 
other Way oft Life. 

The Neapolitans formerly were much taken with 
the Spaniards, but abhor'd the French, and hated the 
Germans; and it would now ſeœem that they had 
partly alter'd their Way of thinking. Since the 
late War it appears ſo to be, and at preſent it 
may be ſaid, that they {till abhor the French, love 
the Germans, and hate the Spaniarde. I his is pretty 
much the Taſte of all Italy; and I can't imagine 
how the Germans have acquired the Eſteem of this 
Country. I conceivevery well why a German Of- 
ficer is better look'd upon by an ITralian than a 
Freach Officer; the former, without Ceremony, 
drinks his Landlord's Wine, and takes the beſt 
Room in his Houſe; the latter is eaſy about his 
Lodging and Drink, is full of Complaiſance, but 
fully bent upon debauching his Wife or his Daugh- 
ter, which is a capital Crime among the /zal:ans. 
They have not the ſame Caule of Hatred to the 
Spaniards ; their Humours are pretty much of a 
Piece, equally Bigots and Slaves to the Monks, 
and zealous Servants to the Holy Office. *Tis 
ſurpriſing that they ſhould reliſh the Severity of 
the Germans, who keep them under great Subjection 
and Reſtraint. 

If there be few People in 7zaty fo wicked as the 
Neapolitans, there are ſcarce any ſo ignorant and 
ſtupid. They ſeem to make no other Uſe of Rea- 
ſon, but to ſweeten their Crimes; and when there's 
no bad Action in Play, they're little better than 
meer Brutes. This grols Ignorance prevails even 
among People of Diſtinction, and 'tis ſurpriſing to 
ſee how ſhallow they are. They can tell you how 
many Churches there are in Naples, on what oil 
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ſuch a Saint's Feſtival is to be celebrated, the Streets 
through which the Proceſſions paſs, and what Cof— 
fee-houſes People moſtly frequent: So far and no 
further does their Knowledge reach. By a Que- 
{tion of a Neapolitan Nobleman to a French Man 
the other Day in one of thoſe Coffee-houſes, thou” lt 
be able to judge of the profound Knowledge of 
the Peers of that Kingdom: He ask'd very ſerious- 
ly, if the Harbour of Paris was as commodious 
and good as that of Naples, and if the King's Ships 
rodeinit? I would fain think that all the Noble- 
men are not ſuch Blockheads ; but in general there's 
nothing ſo ignorant as a Neapol:tay Nobleman. 

The greateſt Part of the Grandees of the Country 
make Rome the Place of their uſual Reſidence: 
They take a I rip every Year to Naples, where they 
remain ſome 1 ime, and thereafter return. They 
judge right in thinking Rome a more agreeable Place 
of Reſidence, for there's no Compariſon between 
the two Ciries. 

Ihe Magnificence of the Temples at Naples, is 
not to be expreſs'd: There's nothing to be ſeen 
but Marble, Porphyry, Gold, Silver, Braſs, and 
magnificent Paintings; and Rome can boaſt of none 
that exceed them, if we except St. Peter's Church. 
One of the moſt magnificent was built, as the 
Nazarenes pretend, upon account of a remarkable 
Miracle; for in Naples, as in other Parts of Italy, 
nothing is done without the immediate Concur- 
rence and Aflſtance of the Saints: They tell us 
then, that the Devil, in the Shape of a Hog, took 
ſome Turns regularly every Day in the Place where 
this Temple is built, and ſo affrighted the Inhabi- 
tants that they deſerted the City. This hoggiſh 
Devil keep'd a ſtrange Racket, he knew better 
things than to throw up the Ground with his Snout ; 
his Buſineſs was with Men, and particularly thoſe 
who were not liberal in their Charities to the ow 

icant 
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dicant Friars, whom he attack'd with great Fury, 


and brought them within an Inch of their Lives. 


Acertain Ponponius, at that Time Pontiff of Naples, 
conſulted a She Saint whom he highly revered : She 


ordered him to build a Temple for her in the very 
Place where the Hog play'd his Pranks, and the 
Moment the firſt Foundation-ſtone of this Edifice 
was laid the Devil decamp'd, and was no more ſeen. 
The Pontift caus'd make a Brazen Hog, which is 
kept in the Veſtry of his Temple, as a Memorial 
of 10 notable a Miracle. 
There are ſeveral other Things in this City as 
extraordinary and ſurpriſing as what I have uit 
now mention'd. In a Convent of Monks they 
ſhew us a Picture in which is repreſented the Di- 
vinity, in a ſerious Converſation with one Thomas 
d' Aquinas : But theſe are but T rifles compared to 
what happens here every Year in the principal 
Temple, which they call Cathedral. The Blood 
of a certain Man named Jauuarius, kept cloſe in 


2 Bottle, falls a boilin g the Moment that tis brought 


near the Shrine in which his Body lies. When the 
Miracle does not operate directly, and that they're 
obliged to preſent the Bottle ſeveral TI imes at the 
Shrine, the People are under a terrible Conſterna- 
tion, and apprehenſive of dreadtul Events; and 
ſhould Mr. Fazzarizs take it into his Head not to 
cauſe the Blood boil, it might perhaps occaſion 
ſome ſtrange Revolution in the City: But, to pre- 
vent ſuch Inconveniences, the Vice-roys of Naples 
ſtrictly command the Prieſts to take care that the 
Miracle ſhall have its due Operation and plainly 
tell them, that they ſhall be anſwerable for its 5uc- 
ceſs. Some Years ago, the Blood not bubbling ſo 
ſoon as uſual, the People ran about the Streets 
like a Parcel of Madmen ; but at length the Mi- 


racle wrought, and all was calm. 
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Is it not lamentable, my dear Moxceca, that Ig. 
norance and Stupidity ſhould lead Men into ſuch 
abſurd Chimeras, and that the Vulgar ſhould be ſo 
terribly impoſed upon by the hellith Contrivances of 
Cheats and Rogues? What would the Nazarexe; 
lay of us, ſhould we give into ſuch Extravagancies ? 
How ridiculous would their Authors make us, and 
what Quantities of Paper would be employ'd in ex- 
poſing our Folly? “Ve Simpletons, wozld they ſay, 

« what a low Part do you make the — act? 
“ has he occaſion to manifeſt himſelf by ſuch Mum: 
“ meries: Look but up to Heaven, and there view 
„that glorious Orb of Heat and Light, the Sun 
ce rolling in the wide Expanſe with rapid and di- 
c urnal Race. Theſe arc the noble Effects of al- 
ce mighty Power, and worthy of its Grandeur. 
« Have you forgot that, by his Law, he has for- 
« bid you to make to yourſelves the Likeneſs of 
&« any thing in Heaven above, or upon the Earth be- 
« heath, or in the Waters under the Earth? For 
« Shame then, deſtroy your Vial, with the Image 
£© to whom you attribute the boiling of the Blood 
« Remember, that the God of your Fathers even 
6 puniſhed the Children for the Crimes of their 
„Parents.“ Such would be the Language of the 
Nazarenes : But what they do themſelves is always 
laudable and virtuous. Infallibility falls to their 
Share, and to ours Confuſion and Error. 

May thou be bleſs'd, my dear Mozceca, with un- 
terre te Health; and may i have often the Plea- 
ſure to hear from thee. 


KTI 
Naples, | | 
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Poet, whom I have often mentioned to thee, 
has juſt now enrich'd the Stage with a new 
Tragedy, beautiful, moving, well conducted, the 


Poetry excellent, and the Sentiments every where 


noble and bold: But, before I enter upon the Re— 
flections that I have made on the Subject of this 
Piece, it will be neceſſary to pave the Way with 
a ſhort Account of the Author's Character, which 
will probably make thee reliſh them the better. 
Voltaire, ſo he is call'd, is endowed with a lively, 
penetrating and bold Genius, an excellent Verſi- 
fler, and a better Pläloſopher than many of his 
Brethren; a Man of Honour, affable and ſmooth 
in Company, but fo prepoſſets*d with the Regard 
which is due to a Man of Wir, that a truly learn— 
ed Man rites much higher in his Eſteem, than the 
Man of Quality, who has no other Merit but his 
empty Llitles. The ſmall Account that he has 
ſometimes made of Perſons of the firſt Rank, has 
rais'd up dangerous Enemies againit him. His Pen 
is ſo bold, and ſtrikes at Superſtition fo openly, 
that the Monks, their Emiſlaries, and thoſe who 
don't love him, publiſh all over Europe that he 
has no Religion; and yet all his Works diſplay a 
Spirit of Candour and Humanity, which evidently 
proves a thorough Conviction of the Exiſtence of a 
God, who is good, jult, and ſovereignly powerful: 
| G 2 And 
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And even ſome Pieces, for which they inveigh a- 
— him moſt bitterly, though he abſolutely re- 
uſes to have had any Hand in them, abound every 
where with Praiſes; which Gratitude and Duty 
call upon all Mankind to aſcribe to the Divinity. 
What's moſt ſurpriſing in this Country is, the 
Madneſs of fathering Books and Writings upon 
Authors, without Proofs, and which they abſo- 
lutely diſown. Thou would'ſt be ſtrangely mi- 
ſtaken to fancy that in France an Author is only 
accountable for his own Performances ; he's an- 
{werable not only for them, but of all that the Pub- 
lick and his Enemies are pleas'd to aſcribe to him. 
Twenty Authors have been condemn'd by the Vul- 
gar for Pieces that they had no Concern in. But 
what will ſtil! ſurpriſe thee more is, the Rage that 
poſſeſſes certain little mean pitiful Authors, the 
very Excrements of Parnaſſus, againſt thoſe whoſe 
Merit and Learning have diſtinguiſh'd them. They 
overrun the Town with a Deluge of Satyrs, con- 
demn the beſt of Books without Fear or Wit, 
launch out into ſcurrilous Invectives in Coffee— 
houſes, and other publick Places; and, by meer 
Pint of Clamour, the credulous Publick is ſome- 
times wrought up to a Belief of their Aſperſions * 
Like to the Ravens who, by their croaking, ſilence 
the harmonious Nightingale, or drown its Melody. 
One of Yoltarre's moſt inveterate Calumniators 
is a Monſter ſpew'd up from Hell, for the Puniſh- 
ment of Authors who have acquired any Reputa- 
tion, and profeſs'd themſelves to be Men of Ho- 
nour. Kouſſeau, ſo is this Brother of Aledo nam'd, 
from his Quiver of Calumny drove the poiſon'd 
Arrows at every Man of Merit; and though he 
was the declared Enemy of all Mankind, the chief 
Objects of his Rage were thoſe whom he thought 
the moſt worthy of Eſteem. So many Crimes 
made him at length odious to all Fauce; and the 
Government 


| 


ö 


Jewisn LETTERS. 657 


Government judg'd, that it was the Intereſt of the 
State to cruſh ſuch a Monſter of Wickedneſs: 
Accordingly he was condemn'd by a Sentence of 
the Parliament of Paris, and by his Flight eſcap'd 
hanging, the juſt Puniſhment of his Crimes. He 
wander'd long troin Kingdom to Kingdom ; and, 
upon account of his Genius and Talent for Poetry, 
was at firſt well received by all who knew not 
his Character: But, like jop's Adder, he ſtung 
the very Benefactors who had reſcued him from 
Miſery. At laſt, fatigu'd with Crimes, though not 
ſatiated, he reitrain'd for ſome Time the Fury of 
his invenom'd Quill; but ſoon after gave a Loofe 
to it, and, from his Retreat, rail'd at all good Au- 
thors, whom he hated the more upon account of 
his Baniſhment. | 

This Man, my dear [ſacc, was one of Voltaire's 
principal Adverſaries, and thou may'ſt judge by him 
of the reſt. | 

But I now come to Voltaire's Tragedy of Alzira, 
a Piece which appears to me to be conducted with 
great Art and Learning. Ihe Attention of the 
Audience is kept in Suſpence, and {till egg'd on 
to the very laſt Scene; and the fifth Act preſents 
us with very moving Situations. I ſhall endeavour 
to give thee an Idea of the Piece, and of the Cha- 


racters of the chief Actors. 


Alvares, Governor of Peru, opens the Scene, by 
declaring to his Son Gaſman the Grant which he 
had obtained from the Council of Hain to reſign 
his Employment, and to inſtal him in it; and ac- 
quaints him how an American Youth had gene- 
rouſly fay'd his Life in an Engagement, for which 
he now intreats him (as new Governor) to releaſe 
fome Priſoners taken in a Battle ſince. Don G2 


man ſeems not to reliſh his Father s Propoſal, and 


is mighty unwilling to follow his Advice. By their 


Converſation in the firſt Scene the Father and the 


G 3 Son 
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Son are perfectly characteriſed, and the Audience 
fully let into the Subject of the Piece. Gnſman, 
proud, haughty and cruel, begs of his Father, mild, 


Tweet-temper'd and compaſſionate, that, as a Re- 


compence of his pardoning the Priſoners at his Re- 
queſt, he would be pleas'd to make Alzira (Daugh- 
ter to Monteza Sovereign of a Part of Poteſi, and 
whom he deſigned to marry) favourable to his 
Withes. In the ſame Act we are inform'd by Al- 
⁊ira herſelf, that her Marriage with Zamor, an A- 
merican Prince, whom ſhe dearly lov'd, was con- 


cluded; and that ſhe was juſt going to be united to 


him, when the cruel Gaſinan feparated her from 
her Lover. In the Recital of her Misfortunes to 
her Father, interceeding for Gaſman, the Audience 
is not only inform'd what they were, but alſo of 
her Change of Religion, brought into her Diſcourſe 
naturally, and without Affectation; fo that in the 
firſt Scenes the Subject is fully clear'd up. Zamor, 
thought to be dead, is found to be one of the un- 
known Priſoners releas'd; he meets with Alzira 
coming from the Altar, where ſhe had been plight- 
ing an eternal Faith to Gaſman, who ſurpriſes them 
together. This brave American thought it beneath 
his Courage to conceal his Name and Birth, and 
Guſinan, mad with Rage and Jealouſy, reſolves he 
ſhall die, but Alvares his Father oppoſes that Re- 
ſolution ; and by an Accident which has a charm- 
ing Effect in the Minds of the Audience, this ſame 
amor proves to be the very American who ſav'd 
the Governor's Life : Jealouſy and Love rendering 
Cuſinan deaf to his Father's Intreaties, Zamor was 
order'd to Priſon. Alzira, trembling for her Lo- 
ver, bribes one of his Guards, who undertakes to 
conduct him ſafe out of the Fown ; but ſcarce is 
Zamor at Liberty, when he takes the Opportunity 
to ſacrifice the cruel Gſman ſurrounded with his 
Guards. He is immediately ſeiz'd, and condemn'd 

to 
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to die, With Alzira, ſuſpected to have been in the 


Plot of her Husband's Murder, though in reality 


innocent: But when theſe unhappy Lovers were 
every Minute expecting Death, Gian, who was 
not yet dead of the Wound he had received from 
Zamor, lays hold of the laſt Moments of his Lite 
to make full Reparation for all his paſs'd Cruelties 
and Barbarities, by a moſt noble and generous Act 
of Clemency. 

This is, in few Words, my dear Monceca, the 
Subject of the Piece. I ſhall now ſay ſomething 
about the Characters of the Actors. 

Alvares is a downright honeſt Man, full of Can- 
dour and Humanity, zealous for his Religion, but 
not ſubject to that blind Rage to which they give 
the Name of Piety. 

Guſman is high-ſpirited, vain, haughty, magnifi- 
cent, cruel, ſuch, in ſhort, as the Spaniards who 
conquer'd Mex:co are repreſented to be. Entirely 
influenced by the pernicious Maxims of thoſe who 
ſet up for Converters, 'tis all one to him which 
way People are made Chriſtians, if the Thing's 
but done. | 

Monteza is a new Convert from a Conviction 
of the Goodneſs of the Religion which he has em- 
braced ; but his Daughter, wedded to her old Pre- 

judices, owes all her Virtue to herſelf, and Re- 
ligion has no Share in her Actions. 

amor is highly zealous for his Gods, a faithful 
Lover, form'd by pure Nature, humane to all 
Men in general, irreconcileable to his Enemies, 
full of Valour, and capable of executing the boldeſt 
Deſigns. * 

Theſe different Characters are carried on with 
great Art, and embelliſh'd with many beautiful In- 
cidents. Alvares, in giving the firſt Idea of his 
own Character, at the ſame time informs the Au- 
dience of the Spanifa Cruelties. Ip 
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Ah! Dieu nous envoyoit, par un contraire Cho: x, 
Pour announcer ſun Nom, pour faire atmer ſes Loix: 
Et nous, de ces Climats Deſtructeurs implacables ; 
Nous, & d'Or & de Sang tonjours inſatiables; 
Deſerteurs de ſes Loix quill falloit enſeigner, 

ous egorgeons ce Peuple, an hen de le gagner. 
Par nous tout eſt en Sang, tout, eſt en Poudre; 
Et nous wavons du Ciel mite que la Foudre. 
Notre Nom, je Pavone, inſpire la Terrear : 
Les Eſpagnols ſont craints ; mais, ils ſont en Horreur. 

leauæ 5 nouveau Monde, injuſtes, vains, avares, 
Nous Seuls en ce Climat nous Sommis les Barbares, 
L* Americain, farouche en ſa Stmplicite 


Nous egale en Courage, & nous paſſe en Bonte. 


Are we made Captains in our Maker's Cauſe, 

O'er theſe new Chriſtians call'd to ſtretch his Name? 

His peaceful Name! and ſhall we unprovok'd, 

Bear Murders which our holy Cheats preſume 

To miſpronounce his injur'd Altar's Due? 

Shall we diſpeople Realms, and kill to ſave? 

Such of the Fruits of Sparz's religious Care, 

J from the diſtant Bounds of our old World 

Have to the new one, ſtretch'd a Saviour's Name 

To make it hateful to one half the Globe, 

Becauſe no Mercy grac'd the other's Zeal ! 

No, my miſguided Carlos, the broad Eye 

Of our Creator takes in all Mankind : 

His Laws expand the Heart; and we, who thus 

Wou'd, by Deſtruction, propagate Belief, 

And mix, with Blood, and Gold, Religion's Growth, 

Stamp in theſe honeſt Indians Breaſts a Scorn 

Of all we teach, from what they fee we do. 
Our Pricſts are all for Vengcance, Force and Fire; 

And only in his Thunder, act their God. | 

Hence we ſeem Thieves; and what we ſeem, we are: 

Spain has robb'd every Growth of this new Wk 
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draws her own Picture. 
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Even to its ſavage Nature! — Vain, unjuſt, 
Proud, cruel, covetous; we, we alone, 

Are the Barbarians here! — An Indian Heart 
Equals, in Courage, the moſt prompt of ours; 
But in Simplicity of artleſs Truth, 

And every honeſt, native Warmth, excells us. 


I know not, my dear Iſaac, if in theſe Lines 
thou perceiveſt that all the Characters of the Piece 
are fairly diſplay'd: That of Alvares is viſible in 
the Pity which reigns in his Diſcourſe, when he 
draws the Picture of the Haniards and Americans. 
*I'is eaſy to perceive that this Paſſage is a Stroak 
of a very maſterly Hand; and here's another not 
at all inferior. Alzzira, ſpeaking to her Father, 


Mes Yeux wont juſquici rien vu que par vos Nux: 

Mon Cœur, change par vous, abandonna ſes Dieux. 

Je ne regrete point leur Erandeurs teraſſees, 

Devant ce Dieu nouveau, comme nous, abaiſſees. 

Mais vous, qui waſſuries, dans mes Troubles cruels, 

Que la Paix habitoit aux Pieds de ſes Antels ; 

Que fa Loi, ſa Morale, & conſolante, & pare, 

De mes Sens deſolez gaeriroit la Bleſſure; 

Vous trompies ma Foibleſſe ; un Trait, toujours Vain» 
quenr, | f 

Dans le Sein de ce Dieu vient dechirer mon Cour, 

Il porte une Image a jamais renatſſante : 

Lamore vit encore au Cœur de ſon Amante. 


Whate'er I ſee, is with my Father's Eyes; 
Whate'er I love, is for my Father's Sake; 

I chang'd my very Gods, and took my Father's. 
Yet has this Father, piouſly ſevere, 

Wrong'd my believing Weakneſs, and undone me, 
He told me, to compoſe my troubled Heart, 
Peace held her Dwelling at the Altar's Foot : 1 
| E 
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He told me, that Religion cur'd Deſpair, 
And ſoften'd every Pang that pierc'd the Soul. 
But ah! *twas all Deceit ! all dear Deluſion ! 
Mix'd with the Image of an awful God, 
A human Image ſtruggles in my Heart, 
And checks my willing Virtue in its riting : 
Zamor, tho? dead to Nature, lives to Love; 
Zamor (till triumphs in Alzira's Heart, 
Lord of her Soul, and holds back all her Wiſhes. 


This Trouble and Conflict, ſo well expreſs'd by 
Alzira, perfe&ly denote the Situation of a Heart, 
Which owes its Change only to paternal Reſpect, 
and has not that Faith in the new Deity, which its 
Favours and Rewards deſerve. Whatever Singu- 
larity there may be in Alzira's Character, yet 'tis 
admirably ſupported, and ful! of lively, bright Sen- 
timents, which the Novelty of the Subject has fur- 
niſh'd: Such is that Paſſage where the Author makes 


Alzira draw a Parallel between the Spaniſh and A- 
merican Ladies. 


Par ce grand Changement dans ton Ame inhumaine, 
Par un Effort ſi beau, tu vas changer la mienne, 
Tu aſſures ma Foi, mon Reſpect, mon Retour, 
Tous mesVenx, Sil en eſt qui tiennent lien d Amour. 
Pardonne — Je m'egare — Aprouve mon Courage. 
Penut-etre un Eſpagnole ent promis d"avantaze : 
Elle eat pu prodiguer les Charmes de ſes Pleurs. 
Je nai point leurs Attraits, & je wat point leurs 
Maur, | 
Ce Cœur ſimple, & forme des Mains de la Nature, 
En voulaut t adoveir, redouble ton Injure: | 
Mais, enfin, Oefſt a toi defſayer deſor mais 
Sar ce Cœur indompte la Force des Bienfaits. 


 Whoknows, did ſuch a Change endear your Breaſt, 
How far the pleaſing Force might ſoften mine? 
| . our 
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Four Right ſecures you my Reſpe& and Faith: 


— Strive for my Love; — ſtrive for whatever elſe 

May charm, — if ought there is can charm like 
Love. 

Forgive me; I ſhall be betray'd by Fear 

To promiſe, till I over-charge my Power. — 

Yet — try what Changes Gratitude can make: 

A Spaniſh Wife, perhaps, would promiſe more 

Protuſe in Charms; and, prodigal of Tears, 

Would promiſe all Things, — and forget *em all. 

But I have weaker Charms, and ſimpler Arts; 

Guile — leſs of Soul, and left as Nature form'd me, 

] err, in honeſt Innocence of Aim, 

And, ſeeking to compoſe, inflame you more. 

All I can add, is this: Unlovely Force 

Shall never bow me to reward Conſtraint; 

But — to what Lengths I may be led by Benefits, 

Tis in your Power to try, not mine to tell. 


I muſt ſay that I found this Paſſage charming; 
the uncultivated and natural Plainneſs that accom- 
panies all Alzira's Requeſts, and the Contempt ſhe 
expreſſes of the Diſſimulation of the European La- 
dies, ſtrike the Mind, and make it reliſh Manners, 
though imperfectly known, yet affecting by their 
Singularity. I could wiſh that a Poet would al- 
ways make it his Buſineſs to find out a Subject 
which might furniſh him with new Ideas. Voltaire 
has found the Secret to put a thouſand delicate and 
lively Things in Alxira's Mouth. In her Doubts 
about the Truth of the Religion which ſhe has em- 
brac'd, in ſix Lines ſhe explains what the Learned 
have ſcarce been able to do in large Volumes. 


Grand Dieu! condui Zamore au milien des Deſerts. 
Ne ſerois-tu le Dieu, que d'un autre Univers? 
Les ſeals Europeeus ſont-ils nez pour te plaire? 
Es tu tiran d'un Monde, & de l'autre le Fare 
ES 


Sont-ils egalement I'Onvrage de tes Mains ? 
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Les Vainqueaurs, les Vaincus, tous les Foibles hamains, 


Yet — be the Wanderer's Guide amidſt his Deſarts 
Greatly diſpenſe thy Good, with equal Hand; 
Nor, partial to the. Partial, give Hain all. 

Thou can'ſt not be confin'd to Care of Parts; 
Headleſs of one World, and the other's Father : 
Vanquiſh'd, and Victors, are alike to thee. 


A ridiculous Bigot exclaims againſt ſuch noble 
moving Paſlages, and brands the Author with Ma- 
nichean Principles. Poor Simpleton! who does 
not conceive that the Beauty of one Character is 
rais'd by the Imperfections of another, and that Al- 
⁊ira's Doubts give a ſhining Luſtre to Montexa's 
ſettled Faith. 

I ſhall now end my Extract of this Piece with a 
Paſſage that deſerves to be engrav'd in golden Let- 
ters, that Sovereigns ſhould never loſe Sight of, 
that Inquiſitors, Perſecutors, and other Monſters 
of human Nature, ought ſeriouſly to ponder, and 
that all Mankind ought to follow. 


Mais renoncer aux Dienx, que Pon croit dans ſon 
Cœur ; 

C'eſt le Crime d un Lache, & non pas une Erreur. 

C'eſt trahir a la Fois, ſous un Maſque hipocrite, 


Et le Dieu qu'on prefere, & le Dieu que Jon | 2 
0 


C*eſt menter au Ciel meme, al Univers, a ſoz 
Mourons; mais en mourant, ſois digne encor de moi. 


Had I renounc'd my Gods, yet ſtill believ'd them; 

That — had not been an Error, but a Crime: 

That had been mocking Heav'n's whole Hoſt at 
once; | 

The Powers I quitted, and the Power I choſe. 


A Change like that had exr'd, beyond the Tongue, 


And 
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And taught the ſilent ſervile Soul to lie. | 
could have wiſh'd that Heav'n had lent thee Light; 


But fince it did not, — let thy Virtue guide thee, 
And in thy Death let me deplore thy Loſs. 


What Miſchiefs, what Crimes, might Men have 


eſcapꝰ'd, had they but been convinced of theſe Prin- 
ciples? and what unjuſt ſpilling of Blood might 
have been prevented? 
Take care of thy Health, my dear Iſaac; may 

the God of our Fathers enlighten thy Heart and 


Mind, load thee with all ſorts of good Things, 
and bleſs thee with a numerous Family. 


Paris, .. 


LETTER LXV. 
Jacos BRITO 70 AARON MoONCECA, 


LEFT Naples about a Fortnight ago, and ſhall 
make the beſt of my Way for Switzerlaua, after 


| ſome Days Stay at Milan, where I now am, and 


where I have already ſeen ſeveral Things worthy 
of a Stranger's Notice. This City is large and 
well built. The Freuch and Piedmonteſe, who are 
to be Maſters of it yet a while, are not at all in Fa- 
vour with the Inhabitants. The jealous Husbands 
long for the happy Moment when the Imperialiſts 
ſhall deliver them from thoſe troubleſome Gallants. 
Since the French were their Maſters, the Price of 
Wine is much diminiſh'd, and the Number of Chil- 
dren, conſiderably increas'd. A great many Hus- 
Veal. ih 3: 9 bands, 
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Les Vainquears, les Vaincus, tous les Foibles hamains, 
Sonz-ils egalement I Ouvrage de tes Mains? 


Yet — be the Wanderer's Guide amidſt his Deſarts 
Greatly diſpenſe thy Good, with equal Hand; 
Nor, partial to the. Partial, give Spain all. 

Thou can'ſt not be confin'd to Care of Parts; 
Headleſs of one World, and the other's Father: 
Vanquiſh'd, and Victors, are alike to thee. 


A ridiculous Bigot exclaims againſt ſuch noble 
moving Paſlages, and brands the Author with Ma- 
nichean Principles. Poor Simpleton ! who does 
not conceive that the Beauty of one Character is 
rais'd by the Imperfections of another, and that Al- 
⁊ira's Doubts give a ſhining Luſtre to Monteza's 
ſettled Faith. 

I ſhall now end my Extract of this Piece with a 
Paſſage that deſerves to be engrav'd in golden Let- 
ters, that Sovereigns ſhould never loſe Sight of, 
that Inquiſitors, Perſecutors, and other Monſters 
of human Nature, ought ſeriouſly to ponder, and 
that all Mankind ought to follow. 


Mais renoncer aux Dienx, que Pon croit dans ſou 
Cœur, | 

C'eſt le Crime dun Lache, & non pas une Erreur. 

C'eſt trahir a la Fois, ſous un Maſque hipocrite, 

Et le Dieu qu on prefere, & le Dieu que l'on quitte. 

C*eſt menter au Ciel meme, al Univers, a t 

Mourons; mais en mourant, fois digne encor de moi. 


Had I renounc'd my Gods, yet ſtill believ'd them; 
That — had not been an Error, but a Crime: 
That had been mocking Heav'n's whole Hoſt at 
once ; 
The Powers I quitted, and the Power I choſe. 


A Change like that had err'd, beyond the Tongue, 


And 
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f And taught the ſilent fervile Soul to lie. 


| l could have wiſh'd that Heav'n had lent thee Light; 


But ſince it did not, — let thy Virtue guide thee, 
And in thy Death let me deplore thy Loſs. 


| ; What Miſchiefs, what Crimes, might Men have 
eſcap'd, had they but been convinced of theſe Prin- 


have been prevented? 

Tanke care of thy Health, my dear Iſaac; may 
the God of our Fathers enlighten thy Heart and 
Mind, load thee with all ſorts of good Things, 
and bleſs thee with a numerous Family. 

FE „ . 
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ſome Days Stay at Milan, where I now am, and 
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vour with the Inhabitants. The jealous Husbands 
long for the happy Moment when the Imnperialiſts 
ſhall deliver them from thoſe troubleſome Gallants. 
Since the French were their Maſters, the Price of 
Wine is much diminiſh'd, and the Number of Chil- 
dren conſiderably increas'd. A great many Hus- 
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bauds, who were without Iſſue, and imputed this 
Mistortune to the Sterility of their Conſorts, are 


now dignified with the agreeable Title of Father. 
The Bigots attribute this happy Multiplication to 
the Interceſſions of Charles Borromeo; and the A- 
ſtrologers pretend that 'tis owing to the happy In- 
fluences of the Stars *: But our jealous-pated Hus. 
bands will ſwear to you, that the Freuch have con- 
tributed more than all the Saints and celeſtial 


Globes; for which Reaſon they're under great Im- 


paticnce for the Return of the Germans, and I'm 
erſuaded, that upon their Arrival, a Day will be 
et apart for a publick I hankſgiving to their favou- 

rite Saints. | 

The Milaueſe, as well as the other Italians, have 
powertul Protectors in the celeſtial Court, to whom 
they have built magnificent Temples; and thoſe 

Advocates at the Throne of Grace were formerly 

of this City. Clou F, and Charles Borromeo, are 

the moſt diſtinguiſh'd. On the Feſtival of the for- 
mer, his Shrine is expos'd on the great Altar of the 

Capola, and Crowds of People from all Parts come 

and proſtrate themſelves before it; particularly thoſe 

who are poſſeſs'd with the Devil, are ſure to be there, 

where they make a roaring Noiſe, and commit a 


thouſand Extravagancies; and may be ſaid, if I 


may uſe the Expreſſion, to be a ſecond Edition of 
the Paris Convalfionaries, The Manner of their 
Cure is pretty commical : A Prieſt takes, very ſo- 


lemuly, ſome of the Flowers that adorn the Saint's 


Shrine and throws at them; the Devils, ſtupified 
„ Fae £26 with 
* The Milan Almanack is in great Eſteem. 


This wants to be explain'd. Jacob Brito hearing People talk 
at Milan of St, Clou, believ'd that ſuch a Saint there really had 
been formerly: But this cles is only a large Piece of Iron, which 
Avatice has ſanRified under Pretence of its being one of the Nails 
which ſaſten'd our Saviour to the Croſs, There are fifty three 


ſuch in Europe, and every Church that has one is poſitive that 


what they have is original, and all the reſt counterfeit, - 
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with the Fragrancy of the ſanctified Pinks and Vio- 
lets, are directly ſoften'd into ſuch a mild and com- 
2 plaiſant Temper, that they talk very reaſonably and 
familiarly with the Prieſts. Nothing can be more 
entertaining to a Philoſopher than to be a Specka- 
tor of thoſe Scenes; and all the Enthuſiaſms of 
the Delpbian Prieſteſs are bur a jeſt to them. A- 

mong the Poſſeſs'd who are annual Performers, 
ſome of the moſt eminent in the Trade are taught 
ſeveral Words' of different Languages. An excel- 
= lent Piece of Prieſt- craft this; for the People are 
== ſtrangely ſurpris'd to hear a Peaſant talk in a Lan- 
= guage which he never learn'd. Some time ago a 
© Nazarene Doctor, who was interrogating a Man 
poſſeſs'd, forgot the Queſtions which he ought to 
have ask'd him; and inſtead of his own Leſſon, 
examin'd him on what was another's Part, who, 


= dreſs'd himſelf to him, and anſwer'd for his Come- 
rade. This Miſtake put the Doctor a little out of 
Countenance, but he ſoon recover'd himſelf, and 
the Blunder was only obſerv'd by Perſons who 
knew the Cheat of theſe infernal Comedies. 

tz Ihe Milaneſe are as ſuperſtitious as their Neigh- 
bours, but they adjuſt their Devotion to their Plea- 
ſures. As the Holy-days and Feſtivals of the Saints 
procure them Abundance of Diverſion, they make 
as many of them as poſſible ; and they're particu- 
larly agreeable to the Fair Sex, the Monks, the 
= Gallants, the Muſicians, and Lemonade Sellers. 
I he Carnival at Milan is almoſt as gay and brisk 


And even the Nuns, in their terrible Priſons, du- 
ring this merry Seaſon, ſuſpend their Auſterities, 
and, inſtead of their Liturgies and Litanies, act 
Plays amongſt themſelves in proper Harlequin and 


well as Siſter Angelica, are then metamorphos'd 
ET H 2 into 


2 underſtanding the Watch-word, fancied that he ad- 


as at Venice; nothi ng but Joy and Jjollity to be ſeen: 


Scaramouche Dreſſes; ſo that Siſter Dorothy, as 
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Virtuoſo's, are not fo fond of Glory as to prefer 
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into Buffoons and Merry-Andrews. From Chrip. 
mas till Lent the Convents are crowded with al! 
forts of People gazing through the Gates at thoſe! 
female Comedians, who acquit themſelves won- * 
derfully, and often act their Parts better than thoſe © 
who make the Stage their Trade. | 13 
The Monks are nothing behind with the Nuns in 4, 
Maſquerading, and they alſo ad Farces publickly in - 4 
their Convents. The Father Prior acts Le bon. © 
homme Jean Broche, i. e. Cuckold Jobn the Turn- © 
ſpit. The young Novices act the Parts of Angelica lie 


and Spineta to Admiration ; and the very Lay-bro- F* fo 
thers muſt ſhare in the publick Diverſions. Theſe de 
Monks extend their Art ſtill farther, and ſhew away ®! 
in private Houſes; ſo that a Collation will pro- C 
cure any Afternoon, while the Carnaval laſts, a1 *< 
Play acted by the Franciſcan or Auguſtinian Com- 
panies ; and you may even pick and chuſe among Þ* C 
all the different Monaſtick Orders. [8 G 
Beſides theſe extraordinary Actors, there are ſc- Þ* t 
veral others diſpers'd up and down the City, whoſe Þ* t 


Trade is the Stage at all Times. The chief Theatre! ſ 
is for the Opera, which is magnificent, and the De 
corations ſumptuous. The Milaneſe have an un- 
common Way of applauding the Actors and Actreſ- FR l 
ſes: They compoſe Sonnets, or get ſome hireling g 
Poctaſter to make them, and, when a Virtuoſo ora 
Virtuoſa has ſung well, theſe printed Sonnets come 

flying from all Quarters to the Stage, and are ſtuff d 

with Encommiums on the Actor; ſo that, were 
we to take their Word for't, Julius Ceſar, Tamer- 
lane, and Mahomet II. are but meer Tom- boys com- 
par'd to Seigniors Scalſi, Farlini, Seneſini, and other 
Half- men, who have paid dear for a clear Pipe. The 
Exghſh have another Way of applauding, which 
the Actors like much better; inſtead of Verſes they 
throw Purſes full of Guineas, and theſe Gentlemen, 


Sonnets 
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Sonnets to good clink ing Gold: They muſt, how- 
ever, put up with them in Italy, becauſe they can- 
not better do; for no Milaneſe will be perſuaded 
to applaud in the Exgliſ Manner. 

Few Nobility are ſo flingy as thoſe of this Coun- 
try. With a View to ſave and to divert themſelves 
at a cheap Rate, they have found the Secret to cauſe 
a Society of Burghers and Merchants (whom they 
call Faquini, becauſe they open the Carnaval dreſ- 
ſed like Peaſants) furniſh all the Expences of pub- 
lick Diverſions. The Nobles lend their Palaces 
for the Faguini's Balls and Entertainments, but 
bear no Part in the Expence; and there's more than 
one of them who would hire their Houſes for thoſe 
Oecaſions, could it be but privately done ſo as not 
to be known. _ 1 : 

Next to Naples Milan is famous both for the 
Certainty and Cheapneſs of Aſſaſſinations. The 
Germans and the French, 'tis true, have done all 
that they could to diſcourage this Commerce; yet 
there are ſtil!l People to be found, who, for a Pi- 
ſtole, will diſpatch your Enemy. When the Exe- 
cution is attended with Difficulties or Delays, to 
cut ſhort, they wait near ſome Church for the 
Perſon whom they intend to murder; and, after 
the Fact is committed, retire very compoſedly into 
the ſame Church, which is their Sanctuary. 

I have examin'd, my dear Monceca, from whence 
could proceed that Immunity granted to the Tem- 
ples in many different Religions ; and after ſeriouſly 
conſidering what might be the Motives of ſuch a 
Cuſtom, I found none other but the Ambition of 
the Prieſts. Among the Egyptians, Greeks, and the 
Iſraelites, our Forefathers, thoſe who had the Con- 
duct of the divine Worſhip, had no leſs Ambition 
than the modern Clergy : They imagin'd that it muſt 
gon them the Reſpect of private Men by having a 
anttuary: for the Misfortunate, not diſtinguiſhing 

H 3 betwixt 
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betwixt Crimes and Diſaſters ; ſo the Aſſaſſin found 
himſelf in Safety in the Femple, as well as he wh 
had kill'd involuntarily... The Nazarene Monks 
retain'd this Cuſtom in the Countries where their 
Power was abſolute, and therefore granted to thei 
Churches and Monaſtries the ſame Privileges which 
the Palaces of Sovereigns and Embaſſadors were 
intitled to; but the Rights which they have aſſum'd 
to themſelves are become hurtful to civil Society, by 
the Uſe that they have made of them: The moſt a- 
trocious have found a Refuge among them ; where- 
as the Princes, who may grant Immunities, only 
protect Perſons whoſe Crimes are pardonable, and 
Not inconſiſtent with the Character of a Man of 
Honour. There's certainly no Embaſſador but 
who would have rather caus'd ſecure Cartouche, 
than to have ſhelter'd him; but this notorious Rob- 
ber would have found in the leaſt Chapel of Italy 
a ſafe Place of Retirement. What! my dear Mon- 
ceca, ſhall Altars, where the Deity is worſhip'd, 
protect Crimes? Is it not-abſurd to build Temples 
to the Almighty for no other End but that they 
may ſerve for Retreats and Sanctuaries to Villains? 
What Cruelty is couch'd under that Superſticion 
which authoriſes Crimes? How happy are the 
Nazarene, Nations who have not given into ſuch 
Abuſes, and who puniſh Crimes even in the San- 
ctuary ? 475 12 3 | 11 118 2 
Milan is furniſh'd with as good and as operative 
Relicks as any Town in Italy. Thoſe of Charles 
Borromeo are the moſt remarkable; they are pre- 
ſerv'd in a Coffin made of Rock Chryſtal, join'd 
together by Plates of Silver gilt. The Body of 
this Nazarene is ſlill to be ſeen entire through the 
Cbryſtal, except his Nofe, which all the Pains 
taken in embalming, have not been able to pre- 
ſerve from Corruption. I ask'd a Monk the Rea- 
ſon of this, and he told me very gravely, nne 
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had permitted this Miracle, becauſe the Saint had 
been too fond of ſweet Odours, and that the Loſs 
of one Half of his Noſe was the Puniſhment of 
his Senſuality. If the Divinity were thus to put a 
Mark on all the Failings of the Nazareze Saints, 
1 ſcarce believe there would be a Tongue to be ſeen 
in any canoniz'd Monk's Mouth; for *tis well 
known that their AY Crimes were Ronny 
and Lying. 

Had the Fews;: my dear Moncrca; any Taſte for 
Relicks, we might find at Milau what would be 
very proper for our. Synagogues, ſuch as 'Moſes's 
Rod preſerv'd in the Cathedral; and tho' there's 
no abſolute Proof that 'tis the very ſame which 
the Prophet made uſe of, there being another to 
be ſeen at Rome in St. John de Latran's Church, 

yet the beſt Way not to be miſtaken, would-be to 
buy them both, or piouſly to ſuppoſe that our Le- 
giſlator had two Rods, a Thing not at all impoſ- 
fible. When People are curious to have Relicks of 
ſuch Antiquity, they muſt not be over nice about 
Trifles, but have an implicit Faith as the Naza- 
renes, and take Things in the Lump; for ſhould 
we tri&ly examine what is ſaid about Moſes's Rod, 

we ſhould be no leſs puzzled than they. The Rabby 
Abarbanel has compoſed a long Diſſertation upon 


this Rod, ſtuff'd with many idle Notions ; and at 


laſt aſſures us, very magiſterially, that Moſes car- 
ried it to the Mountain where he died, and that it 
was put into the Tomb with him. I could wiſh 
that this Rabby would be ſo kind as to acquaint 
us who reveal'd this Fact to him; till then I think 
we may ſafely purchaſe the two which the Naza- 
renes have, and, ſhould a third rent; "tis but 

buying that too 9 
There is alſo, in ets Church *. Relick 
of much greater Warte viz. the Serpent 
* 77! iy which 

* Io the Veltry of St, re s Church, 
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which Moſes ſet up in the Deſert; and though it 
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be not double, as in the Caſe of the Rod, yet, what- 
ever the Nazarenes may pretend, I doubt much if 
it was ſet up in that Prophet's Days; and am apt 
to think that it was a Memorial of ſome extra- 
ordinary Event, as the Gooſe of the Capitol, and 
therefore I would adviſe our Synagogues to have 
nothing to do with this Piece of Antiquity, which 
I rather take to be Roman than Egyptian. This 
famous Serpent is of Braſs, and placed upon a 
Marble Pillar. Nn FF | 
To what Lengths, my dear Moxceca, is the Blind- 
neſs. of Men carried! Let us rather pity than de- 


ſpiſe them. Folly and Weakneſs are inherent to 


human Nature; happy they whom Heaven has 
diltinguiſh'd from others by a Superiority in Know- 
ledge. | Wet . 

Farewel, my Friend, thou ſhalt. hear from me 
as ſoon | get into Switzerland; in the mean time 
I wiſh thee Health and Happineſs. 


1 * R ππ⁷ 
Milan, . 
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"LETTER LXVI. 


AARON MONCECA t IsAac Onis. 


[ MARE no doubt but that, by this Time, thou 


art got to Egypt, and therefore I direct this Let- 
ter for thee at that Place. Our Friend Jacob Brito 
is upon his Departure from Italy, and deſigns to go 
for Switzerland. He has made very curious . 
marks 
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| marks in his Travels, which he has been ſo good 


as to communicate to me. I hope that thow'lt be 
equally communicative, and favour both him and 
me with what remarkable or curious Things thou 
ſhalt ſee in Egypt. LIRA WS ie 

I went Yeſterday to the Supreme Court of Ju- 
dicature, which they call Parliamem, and heard the 
Pleadings of two of the moſt celebrated Barriſters 
of the Kingdom. I muſt own, that in their Speeches 
I could not but admire the Purity, Laconiſm and 
Elegancy of their Stile, and, with the Audience, 
join in applauding two ſuch able Lawyers: Yet, 


if we compare the French Orators to your Cicero's 
and Demoſthenes's, we ſhall” find that their Merit 


is much inferior to that of the Ancients; they have 
neither the Grandeur, the Sublime of their Genius, 


nor the Fire of Imagination. I enquir'd into the 


Cauſe of this Difference; and being fully convin- 
ced that it did not procced from the Impoſſibility 
of finding Men who might match Cicero and De- 
moſthenes, ſince Nature had not forgot how ſhe 
framed their Brains, I concluded that the Advan- 
tage was owing to Situation, and to the Subjects 
of which they treated. 

There are Subjects which, of themſelves, fur- 
niſh the Mind with grand, ſublime and magnificent 
Ideas, and which have no Occaſion for an artful 
Contrivance of Phraſes, or the Harmony of Words 
to raiſe the Mind; the plaineſt Terms ſufficiently 
expreſs them. As for Inſtance, When we ſpeak 
of the Diety, the Underſtanding is wrapp'd up in 
Admiration, and ſeems to ſoar above its Reach; 
then the moſt familiar and common Diction, if it 
be but plain, diſtin, and clearly conveys the Ideas, 
is ſufficient to give Energy to the Diſcourſe, and 
to render the plaineſt Eloquence ſublime. We 
bave in the Bock of Cene s d deciſive Proof of 


this Truth, where God ſays, Let there be Light: 


and 
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and there was Light *. In theſe Expreſſions, ac- | ; 


knowledg'd to be ſublime by the very Pagans, the 
Obedience of the Thing created ſeems to conform 


to the Will of the Creator in the Twinkling of 


an Eye. What noble Ideas riſe from ſuch ſimple 
Terms? The. Power of God, the Creatiun of Light, 
its Exiſtence 2 a ſingle Word, and the Univerſe 
bleſi'd in the Enjoyment of it by the Goodneſs of an 
immenſe and omnipotent Being. Any thing of Af- 
feQation or nice Turns of Expreſſion would have 
but ſpoil'd the ſublime Simplicity of this Paſlage. 
If it muſt be allowed that the Subject is of vaſt 
Service to the Orator, and can, in ſome. meaſure, 
render him eloquent without the Help of Art, the 
true Reaſon why the Ancients were ſuperior to the 
Moderns is plainly diſcover'd by this, without go- 
ing further to ſeek for it. ne 
A Counſellor in the Parliament of Paris has 4 
noble Task upon his Hands when he pleads for 


the Fortune or Eſtate of a private Man, particu- | * 


larly if his Client be a Perſon of Diſtinction; in 
which Caſe all the Eloquence and Art that he is 
Maſter of are diſplay'd in his Pleadings : But what- 
ever Cauſe he may defend, ſhould we {trip it of 
its Ornaments, what remains wouid make but a 
{light Impreſſion upon the Minds of the Audience, 
neither captivating their Attention, nor raiſing their 
Imagination to any uncommon or extraordinary 
Height. On the contrary, what Mind can help 
being ſtruck, when an Orator declares that he pleads 
for the Fortune of a King? The Beginning of 
Cicero's Oration for King Dejotarus, and the whole 
Exordium of the ſaid Pleading, a Maſter-piece of E- 
loquence, owes more of its Beauty to the Dignity 
of the Subject than to the Aſſiſtance of Art. 
Loet a Barriſter tell his Audience, in the moſt 
moving and ſublime Terms, that he pleads for a 
* Gen, Cap. I. Ver. 3. | 


TE. 
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CZ Frexchmar, the conſtant But of Fortune's Malice, 
7 2 Victim to the Caprice of Deſtiny, whoſe Virtues 
muſt put even his Perſecutors to the Bluſh; and, 
were he to intereſt Heaven and Earth in the De- 
"2 cree which is to decide his Client's Fate, he may, 
by harmonious Perms, and the flowing Cadence 
Jof his Phraſes, charm the Ear, but he will never 
fix the Mind, nor raiſe it to that Degree as an- 
other who ſimply ſays, I plead for the Fortune of a 
King, &c. There's a natural Sublimity in theſe 
Words, and more than twenty Ideas preſented by 


i them to the Underſtanding; they expreſs the Gran- 
7 deur of the Subject treated of, they preſent to the 


Mind a King, who is the Judge of others, acting 


upon the defenſive; and, in ſhort, influence it in 


3 


"LR 


2 favour of the Perſon attack'd, by the Grandeur 
and Dignity of his Rank. How lofty ſoever may 
de the Exordium of the Oration to Dejotarus, it 
perhaps coſt Cicero leſs Pains than the Preamble 
FX of that which he made for Arch:as; but in the firſt 
he pleaded for a King, and in the ſecond for a 


Poet. The Beginning of his firſt Catiline Oration 


4 is acknowledged, by every-body, to be a conſum- 


mate Piece of Eloquence: I allow it; but what 


was the Occaſion of the Orator's famous theto- 


rical Flouriſh? No leſs than the Deſtruction of a 


* Republick, Miſtreſs of the World, which a Rebel 
was ready to undertake. 


The Dignity of the Subjects treated of, often de- 
termining the Degree of the Orator's Eloquence, 
we mult not be ſurpriſed to find Paſſages in De- 


moſthenes and Cicero more ſtriking and engaging 


than what we meet with in the Moderns; they 
had neither a greater Share of Learning nor of 
Wit than the latter, but they wrote upon Subjects 
rich in themſelves, and which naturally led to the 
ſublime. It would be no difficult Thing to ſhew 
that Cicero, in his ordinary Pleadings, is not ſupe- 


rior 
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riot to Patra and Errard; and that, if the latter 
had liv'd at Rome, they would have been nothing 
inferior to him. „ Mie 

The King's Counſil, or the Advocates-General 
in the Parliaments, have it more in their Power to 


reap Advantages from the .Gree&'and Roman Au- E 


thors, than ſimple Barriſters; for they are ſome- 
times employ'd in Cauſes. of Conſequence and 
Importance to the Good of the State, and may, 


in their Diſcourſes and Remonſtrances, ſpeak with | 


infeebled by a Number of trifling Niceties and | * 
inſignificant Formalities. _ Tis with the French | * 
Magiltrates as with the ſcholaſtick Philoſophers; | 
take them from their Common-place Maxims, and | 


* 
* 


a Dignity near a-kin to the Roman Grandeur: 
But their Genius, not train'd up to the grand, is 


they're loſt: Were it not for Ariſtotle, a Regent of 
Philoſophy is apt to imagine, that the Light of 


Nature only ſerves to miſguide us; and the great? 
eſt Part of the Gown- men dare not ſo much 


as think of any thing that's not to be found in 
Cujas, Moulin and Argentre. . 


The Freedom of Thinking was, among the 


-Ancients, one of the principal Cauſes of their 
Eloquence. The Greeks and Romans did not lay 
ſuch Streſs upon the Authority of others, as on 


the Reaſons which carried Conviction along with 3% 


them. There are not ſo many Quotations in all 
the Pleadings of Cicero and Demoſthenes, as in the 
firſt Page of thoſe of le Maitre. What do'ſt ſig- 


nify that a Doctor, a Father of the Church, or a 3 


Lawyer, maintain'd ſuch an Opinion? If it be con- 


} , 
F - 

. 

: 


„ th 's . FG 
ä 
* * 


trary to Reaſon, or the Go2d of the Publick, it 


ought to be as much rejected as that of a Fool A 


and an Ignorant. 


neſs. 


them, but to deify their Defects is ridiculous Ido- 
What! 1 


latry. 


To jultify the Failings of certain Men is Mad- 
They are Praiſe-worthy for what is good in 


tx 
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What! becauſe du Moulin and d' Argentrè are 


not agreed about certain Queſtions, muſt not I 


pretend to determine in what I think is clear and 


evident? Muſt I ſpend whole Years before I come 
to a Reſolution? Such a laborious and unneceſ- 
2 ſary Enquiry fatigues the Mind, and exhauſts its 


Vivacity and Force. 


The Engliſh take a ſurer Way to arrive at Know- 


1 ledge. ruth alone is the Compaſs by which they 


7 ſteer; and neither the Authority of the ancient or 


modern Authors can prevail with them to lay afide 
their Reaſon : They judge of Things by their own, 


and not by other Mens, Notions. The Liberty of 
the Engliſg Nation may alſo contribute much to 
the Aſſiſtance of thoſe who apply themſelves to 


 FEloquence. A Speaker in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, who harangues for the Good and Welfare 
of his Country, who informs the Sovereign of the 
Neceſſities of the Subjects, and who renews the 
Aſſurances of the mutual Alliance and reciprocal 
Contract betwixt the Prince and People, treats no 


doubt of Matters no leſs important than the Sub- 


# jects in which the Greek and Roman Orators em- 
Z ploy'd their Talents: For which Reaſon it is no 
extraordinary Thing that the Engliſh ſhould exceed 
the French in Eloquence; and Ambition itſelf lends 
ga helping Hand. An able Counſellor at Paris gains 
perhaps five or ſix hundred thouſand Livers at moſt 
in his whole Lifetime; but let him be ever ſo elo- 
quent, his Science and Talents are no otherwiſe 
recompenc'd but by his daily uſual Fees: Where- 
as in Englaud many Honours are the Reward of 
Genius. An able Orator may be choſen as the 
Advocate of his Country, and his Eloquence paves 
= the Way to a Rank which Merit alone can arrive 
gat. If the Employments of Preſident au Mortier 
in France were beſtowed on Counſellors who di- 
7 ſtinguiſh'd themſelves, the Bar would certainly 
Vor. II. I make 
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make a better Figure than it does. The Ambition 


of attaining to the firſt Offices of the Magiſtracy 
would be a Spur to the Study of Eloquence; ang 
the Barriſter, when he came to think that he wi; 
born for great Employments, would of conſe- 
quence form higher and more noble Ideas. 


The Orators, as others of the Learn'd, are liable 


to the Failing of making Money rather than Glory 
the Mark at which they aim. I have known mam 


Authors who, when 1 told them that ſome of thei; | 
Works appear'd to me to be uncorrect, anſwer' | 
me thus; “ What would you have us to do? The | 


© Bookſellers only allow us half a Piſtole a Sheet 


« What can be done that's good at that Price? The | 
We have | 


40 
40 
60 


Caſe is the ſame with the Lawyers. 
but ten Piſtoles for a Pleading, ſay they; ſhall 
we toil and moil for ſuch a Trifle? We plead 
e as we are paid, and proportion our Ware to the 
« Money we receive.” 

As the Caſe then ſtands, *tis impoſſible that an 


Orator in France can apply himſelf to perfect his | 
Art, and to get Money at the ſame time; he muſt 


either chuſe to remain poor, or to produce but im- 


F 


CN —ͤ— 


perfect Pieces. Lis impoſſible to manage all the 
Cauſes which the greateſt Part of the Advocates 


undertake; for one pleads often more in a Year 


than Cicero and Demoſthenes did in the whole Courſe 


of their Lives. | 

Eloquence has been carried to a higher Pitch in 
the Pulpit than at the Bar. The Preachers, Pane- 
gyriſts, and Compoſers of funeral Orations, were 


either in eminent Poſts, or expected that their M- 


rit would bring them to Promotion: So that the) 
rather ſtudied how to pleaſe, than to ſcrape up 
Money; and to cultivate their Talents was their 


| ſole Study. Beſides, they had another Advantage q 


over the Orators at the Bar: All their Subjects 


furniſh'd them with ſuch copious and ſublime Mat- 
ter 
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ter, that the bare Contemplation was ſufficient to 
elevate the Mind. Is any thing more grand and 


3 majeſtick than the Explication of the Divine Or- 


ders and Decrees? Any thing ti:ut ateets or engages 
| Men more than the principal Rules of Morality, 
and the fundamental Points of their Religion? Bour— 
daloue, Boſſuet, Flechier, &c. have attain'd to greater 
3 perfection in their Way than Patru, le Maitre and 
Errard; and yet they were not more eloquent than 
the latter, but their Subjects more vaſt and exten- 
| five; and they had all the Time that was neceſſary 
to render their Works perfect: But the Caſe is not 
the ſame with Lawyers. Patru, who preferr'd 
: Glory to Riches, and eſteem'd Reputation to be 
the beſt Recompence, dreſs'd up a certain Num- 
ber of Pleadings with great Care; but hid not the 
Generoſity of a Poet ſupported him againit the lu- 
- juries of Fortune, he mult have liv'd and dicd a 


E Beggar *. 


' What a ſhameful Thing was it to the French that 
ſuch a Man as Patru ſhould be almolt ſtarv'd, 


F 


While Chapelain, and many other bad AuJbors, had 
* confiderable Penſions ! 


This, my dear Iſaac, is a glaring Inſtance of the 
Prejudices and bad Taſte that ſometimes prevail 


Lewis XIV. was fertile in Wits : This Monarch 
rewarded them like a generous magnificent i rince, 


2 


but almoſt forgot one of the greatett Men which 
his Kingdom produced, while he loaded the worſt 
= of Poets with his Favours f. 


12 Farewel, 


* Mr. Patry, being under great Straits, reſolved to fel! his 


Library. Boileau, inform'd of this learned Man's Indigency and 
= Reloiution, bought the Library, but would never take the Books 
till Parry was dead, 


= t Chapelain had conficrable Penſions allowed him to his dying 
Day. | 


in the moſt polite and diſcerning Ages. That of 
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Farewel, my dear Iſaac; live content and happy, 
and let me hear oftner from thee. 


. K 
Paris, a 
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LETTER LXVII. 


AARON MoONCECA ro JAacos BRITO. 


HE Nuns at Paris, my dear Brite, are much 


more regular than thoſe of Venice; not that 
their State is more agreeable to them, but becauſe 
they are held under a Conſtraint that forces them 
to be virtuous, and ſupports their Chaſtity, not o- 
therwiſe ſtrong enough to withſtand the Tempta- 


tions, to which cloiſter'd Ladies at Venice are, by 


their Liberty, expos'd, and moſt commonly yield. 
The Nunneries in this Country are Priſons full of 
innocent Victims, ſacrificed to Avarice or Ambi- 
tion; and the French, endow'd with Tenderneſs 
and Compaſſion for the Unfortunate, keep up to 
that Character in every Thing, except the cruel Uſe 
which they make of thoſe Convents. | 
A large Half of the Fathers at Paris are as bar- 
barous to their Daughters, as a certain People of 
Peru, who make Concubines of all the Women 
taken in War, and feed the Children they have by 
them with all poſſible Delicacy, till they are thir- 
teen Years of Age, after which they kill and eat 
them. *. 
'The French do, pretty nigh, the ſame Thing. 
When they have three or four Daughters, the eldelt, 


OT 
*The Hiſtory of the Incas, Lib, I. Cap. XII. 
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or ſhe who is the Favourite, is directly provided 
with a Husband, and all the reſt are ſhut up into 
a cloſe Priſon, who, from the Moment of their 
Birth, are decreed to ſuffer the worſt of Torments. 
„is my Opinion, ſays Montagne, That there's 
e lels Cruelty in eating a dead Man, than when 
« he's alive.” I agree with him in this Sentiment, 

and mult freely own, thatI would ſooner pardon 
a Father for killing his Child the Moment of its 
Birth, than to nurſe it to a certain Age in order 
to make it completely wretched : For ſuch is real ly 
the Caſe with moſt of the Nuns. And this I can 
atteſt from my own proper Knowledge, having 
been ſeveral Times in Convents with the Chevalier 
de Maiſin, who made me acquainted with two or 
three Kinſwomen of his, doom'd to this unhappy 
Fate as long as they live. 

Lou are far from being ſo unhappy as you 
© imagine, ſaid IJ, to one of thoſe Nuns, retir'd 
„ from the Noiſe of a tumultuous World; your 
Life glides gently along, you have no Family- 
cares to diſturb your Peace: And, in thort, you 
enjoy the three Things which render Happineſs 
complete, v:2. Virtue, Health, and the Neceſ- 
« faries of Life. You are under a Miſtake, re- 
« pled fhe; I have none of theſe three Things. 
« My Virtue is the Effect of Force, not of Choice; 


*« ſo that Conſtraint, which cauſes no Change in 


„Im) Inclinations, rather hinders me from yield- 
« ing to I emptations, than any real Hatred to Sin. 
“ Grates are the Guardians of my Chaſtity and 
« Modeſty, but ſtill my Heart has ſoft Deſires : 
„% Where's the Uſe then of a Virtue which cannot 
« calm the Mind, and which is only ſuch becauſe 
« it wants the Liberty of becoming Vice? My 
Health is long ſince impair'd. Melancholy, the 
„ Regret of being confin'd, without a Cauſe, and 
all Hopes for ever loſt of being releas'd from 
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& 
cc 


my Priſon, have corrupted my Blood. Sinking 
of Spirits, and horrible Head-aches, haunt me | 


% Day and Night; and there's ſcarce a Winter 


cc 
4 
cc 
« 
4 


Spring: By what Chance their Predictions prove 


ſaries of Life, but can the Nouriſhment of the 
Body make one happy, while the Mind drinks 


cc 


4e 
40 


muſt I be ready to obey the Call of a Bell; and 
I have often ſcarce ſhut my Eyes, when I muſt 


falſe I know not. 'Tis true, I have the Neceſ- 


„ nothing but bitter Draughts? Beſides, what 
Plagues, what Torments, muſt I not undergo | 
« to purchaſe my daily Bread? Night and Day 


but my Phyſicians tell me I can't ſee another | 


a acide 


»; 2 - 


„jump out of Bed, in the ſilent and dark Hours 


of Night and Reſt to other Mortals, and run to 
* 


cc 
k, 


„% have got to Bed again, I muſt return to the 


« Offices. So that my whole Life is ſpent in re- 
« citing my Breviary, and in hearing the dull non- 
« ſenfical Exhortations of our Superior, an old, 


Mattins, where, for a long Hour, I mumble 
over ſome Latin Pſalms, which are Greek and 
Hebrew to me; and in three or four Hours after | 


« fantaſtical, peeviſh, crabbed and ſuperſtitious | 


« Creature, like all old Women, who offers to 
« God the Torments which ſhe makes me ſuffer “. 
After what I have now told you, (continued 


« this Nan) can you imagine my State and Con- 


« dition of Life to be ſo ſerene and calm as you 


« fancy, or that I enjoy the three Things which 
« conſtitute ſupreme Felicity. I acknowledge, 
« ſſaid I, my Miſtake in the Notion I had of it; 
* hut let me beg Leave to ask, how you could take 
&«& on Vows that were to make you ſo unhappy: 
„ In order to ſatisfy you in this Point, replied ſhe, 
« jt will be neceſſary to explain the Vocation of 


« three Fourths of the Nuns to the Monaſtick 1 


State, 


* Offre a Ditu le: Teurmens qu'elle me fait ſoufſrir, Boileau, Sat. X. 
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State, to which they are call'd in the ſame Man- 
ner as I was. | 
« No ſooner was J arriv'd at the Age of fix or 
ſeven, but my Mother, who had abſolutely de- 
termin'd that a Convent ſhould be my Fate, 


whipp'd me regularly twice a- day; the moſt. 
trifing Fault was puniſh'd with the utmoſt Se- 


verity, and this Rigour continu'd till I was nine 
Years old. At length it was intimated to me, 
that I was to be put into a Convent, as a 


% Boarder, under the Inſpection of one of my 


Aunts, a Nun, and who was appriz'd of the 
State to which I was deſign'd. The Monaſtry, 


for the two firſt Months, was a Paradiſe to me : 


My Mother's Slaps o'th' Face, and Boxes on 
the Ears, were converted into Sugar-plumbs and 
Sweat-meats from my Aunt; no more Cor- 
rection, no more Chiding, nothing but Dears 


and Jewels, and hat dos my Child want? 8 


that I bleſs'd the happy Moment which brought 
me within the Grate. Sometimes my Mother 
took me out to go and dine with her ; but theſe 
were Days of Sorrow and Affliction, for, what 
with Cuffing and Chiding, I (till return'd in Tears 
to my Aunt, who .careſs'd and comforted me. 
At laſt, when I was arriv'd at my ſixteenth Year, 
J was told that it was now Time to determine 
whether I would return to my Mother, or turn 
Nun. You may eaſily judge that I did not he- 
ſitate to declare that I was for the Veil. My 
Mother at firſt appear'd to be diſpleas'd with 
my Deſign, and rejected my Propoſal ; but, 
after great Entreaties to do a Thing which ſhe 
heartily wiſh'd for, and was reſolved ſhould 
be, her Conſent was obtain'd ; but with this Pro- 
viſo, that I ſhould take a ſhort Trial of the World 


and Company at her Houſe, that I might be well 
allured of my Call to a religious Life, which was 


« not 
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not inconfiderately to be undertaken; Accord. 
„ ingly I was carried home, where I remain'd 


« fifteen Days; a Term by much too long to 1 


confirm me in my Reſolution. By Six ever; 
„% Morning I was order'd to get up, and for three 
% or four Hours my Locks were pull'd and tore by 
Ja curſed Milliner, under pretext of dreſſing my 
„ Head as became a young Lady of my Rank. | 
„ as laced into Stays ſo ſtrait that I-could ſcarce 
„ draw my Breath; and this my Mother told me 
Was neceſſary for a Girl who receiv'd or went 
« into Company: She carried me to ſome Af- 
„ ſemblies of old Matrons, where I fate like a 
$6 Statue for five or fix Hours together. 
At length the happy Day came, on which I had 
the Liberty of chuſing either the World or a Con- 
« vent. I threw by my Stays, pulPd off my gaudy 
„ Dreſs, ſent that curſed Jade of a Milliner a- 
„ packing, and went joyfully to my Aunt. What 
* a Happineſs is it, ſaid. I to her, to get rid of 
« that Conſtraint which ſo many Women are pat- 
„ ſionately fond of! How ! is this then the World 
* from which they ſay ſome People are forry to 
« be ſeparated? Jo be ſure they muſt be depriv'd 
of common Senſe, or know very little about it. 
« Such were my Sentiments when 1 ſolemnly 
« yow'd to make this Houſe my perpetual Priſon : 
The firſt Years went calmly on, but when 1 
„came to the Age of nineteen or twenty, I be- 
« gan to ſmell a Rat, and to perceive that I had 
« been deluded. The People whom I ſaw in the 
« Parlour, contributed not a little to open my 
„ Eyes; my Heart felt Motions which it could 
« not reſiſt. I he amorous Songs of the feather'd 
« Kind, the Sight of Men, my Looking-glaſs, 
and, more than all, my Heart told me that | 
« was not fram'd to be an uſeleſs Member of 
& Society, and to deprive myſelf of thoſe Enjoy- 
2  & ments 
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« ments which are the Privilege and Happineſs of 
« human Nature: But, alas! ſuch Reflections 
« only ſerved to augment my Miſery. 1 endea- 
« youred, at firſt, to diſpel theſe melancholy 
« Thoughts by reading; but the more my Mind 
« was enlighten'd, the more my Heart was di- 
« ſturb'd. Romances were the Books that pleas'd 
« me moſt; I por'd upon them Night and Day, 
« and water'd the moſt moving and tender Paſ- 
&« ſages with my Tears: A Lady of my Acquaint- 


«K' ance was ſo kind as to furniſh me with ſuch 


« Books, and I ſoon exhauſted her Library. My 
« Vexation for having abandon'd the World, and 
&« for being the unhappy Victim of the Ambition 
« and Avarice of my Family, has render'd Life a 


« Burthen to me; I only look for a Remedy in 
« Death, which 1 wiſh for rather than fear. My 


„Mother happens to be as unhappy as myſelf: 
« She had made a Sacrifice of me, in order to 
% procure a more advantageous Marriage for. my 
e eldeſt Siſter, who died a few Days after the Cele- 


„ bration of her Nuptials ; ſo that there's no Child 


„ left but me, who cannot ſucceed, conſequently 
the Eſtate muſt now go to a remote collateral 
« Branch, hated by her, and not without juſt 
« Ground. And is not this a viſible Demonſtra- 
tion that Heaven revenges my Cauſe??? 

I know not, my dear Brito, what thy Senti- 
ments may be of this barbarous Cuſtom among 
the Nazarene Papiſts, of confining their Daughters; 
but, in my Opinion, he muſt have had the Heart 
of a Cannibal who invented a Cuſtom, which, 
under pretext of devoting Souls to God, involves 
great Numbers of innocent Perſons into eternal 
Miſery. I have often talk'd with the Nazarenes 
concerning this Practice, ſo contrary to Reaſon 


and the Laws of Nature. They endeavour to 


juſtify 


. * 
— 
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juſtify it by political Reaſons : “ Were all the 
Girls to be married, ſay, they, Families could 
„ not. be ſupported» in a itable Rank, and they 
would be obliged to make unequal Matches.” 
Poor, pitiful Reaſoning ! which has no other Foun- 
dation but the inſipid Vanity of fome Noblemen 
intoxicated with their Quality, as prejudicial as 
2 Plague to the Good of Society. Let us take a 
View of the Exglifh, the Swedes, the Pruſſians, 
the Daxes, and other Nations; are they lets care- 
ful to preſerve the Privileges of their Nobility, 
than the Freach or the Spaniards? No ſurely; but 
oy take care not to be blindly. led by old Preju- 

ices. „ e F Aa 

If there were no Nuns in France, few Noble- 
men, *tis true, could get Girls with an hundred 
thouſand Crowns. Fortune; but then they would 
not. be obliged to give their Siſters equivalent Sums. 
If we: look into Families in general, and examine 
the Increaſe and Decreaſe of Eſtates, by the re- 
ceiving and giving out of Fortunes during the 
Courſe of a Century, we ſhall find no great Odds: 
Beſides, what Advantage is it to the State that 
certain private Men poſſeſs immenſe Wealth? Tis 
rather contrary, than advantageous, to the publick 
Intereſt; for the dividing the Riches into juſt Pro- 
portions, is a Means to make a Kingdom the more 
nun / mie, 00 Woot! 

Let us, my dear. Brito, abandon the Nazarenes 
to their Blindneſs; for ſurely "tis none of our 
Buſineſs, whom they ſo cruelly perſecute, to en- 
deayour to open their Eyes: But why ſhould we 
wonder at their Behaviour to us, ſince they uſe 
their own Children with equal Cruelty? Thou 
would'ſt ſcarce believe what Numbers of Nun- 
neries there are in Frauce; every Town is full of 


them, and I fancy they are as numerous as thoſe. 


_ of the Monks. 
” May 
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May Heaven grant thee Peace and Plenty, with 
| th Comfort of a numerous Family, whichthow lt 
| okeof to better Purpoſe e the N do. 

is Paris, eee C1 
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39886 BRI To to Aaron Monceca. 


18 now fix Days ſince I drtived: at Ce 

and my Stay in it has been longer than I in- 
endes. This City was formerly ill built, but of 
late Years a great Number of new Houſes, and 
of a good Taſte, have very much beautified it. 
The Fortifications of Geneva ate good and regu- 
lar: Menare conſtantly at work upon them; and 
the Bur r contribute chearfully towards thene- 
ceſſary Expences of finiſhing them, having renew'd 
the Tax, firſt laid on upon that Account, for ten 
Years longer *. 

'This little Republick might have ſaved the im- 
menſe Sums which theſe Fortifications have coſt 
them. Their Alliance with France and the Pro- 
teſtant Cantons protected them againſt the Inſults 
and Invaſions of the Savoyarads, their common E- 
i and whoſe Yoke they had formerly ſhaken 
Gf. 

Two Reiſbns oblige France and the Swiſs to 
protect Geneva; in the firſt Place, *tis no doubt 
the Intereſt of the former to prevent the Savoyards 
and Piedmonteſe from extending their Dominion 

on 
* This Letter was wrote before the late Troubles in Geneva. 
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on this Side the Alps; and next, tis no leſs the In. 

tereſt of the Proteſtant Cantons to prevent the De- 

ſtruction or ſubduing of a City which may be look'd 
upon as the Metropolis of the Calviniſt Religion, 

Religion therefore and State- policy finding their 

joint Accounts in the Protection of Geneva, J can't 


ther hereafter ſhe will not change her Mind. To 
give a Man, whoſe Heart is eaſily inflam'd, an 
Opportunity of gaz ing upon a beautiful Woman 
whom he may find Means to gain, is a dangerous 
Step. A Day perhaps may come, when the People 
of Geneva will repent, their having dreſs'd out and 
adorn'd their City like a new Bride. Some King 
of France may happen to fall in Love with her, 
and even force her to an irregular; Marriage. | 
know very well that the Proteſtant Cantons would 


oppoſe this Match, but perhaps they would not be | 


able to: hinder the Execution; and if once the 


imagine what can induce them to fortify it fo ſtrong- | 
ly, nor hinder myſelf from condemning their Con- 
duct: For had it {till remain'd in its former State, | 
France would have had no Temptation to break | 
the 3 made with it; but who can tell whe- 


Thing were done, it would be as difficult to wreſt 


Geneva out of a French Monarch's Hands, as it N 


was formerly for Menelaus to recover his beloved 


Helena from the Trojans. I have ſometimes talk'd 


jeſtingly with ſeveral People of this Place about 
ſuch a prepoſterous Marriage; but they told me 
they were under no Fears that way, ſince the Con- 
queſt of their City, in its moſt perfect State, would 
de no Equivalent to Frauce for the Loſs of its Al- 
lianee- with the Proteſtant Cantons, nor for the 
Expences which the Reduction of it muſt coſt. 
The. chief Trade of Geneva conſiſts in Silks, 


Books, and other Merchandize, of which they ſengd 


great Quantities into foreign Countries; but, what 
is pretty remarkable, few Books relating to the 
Proteſtant 
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» 2 Proteſtant Religion are printed in this City. They 
would find Difficulty to diſpoſe of them, becauſe 
of the Bookſellers of Holland and England, who 
can more commodiouſly furniſh the Nazarene Pro- 
teſtants, particularly the French Refugees, with ſuch 
Books: So that at Geneva Printing-houſes furniſh 
rather all the Spanif and Italian Doctors; and 
7 Sanches, Eſcobar, Suaſès, Molina, Bellarmin, Caje- 


tano; &c. are obliged to the Proteſtants for the 


* Preſervation of their Works, which the Geneveſe 
do not in the, leaſt change or mangle, even in the 
Books that are moſt oppoſite to their Religion. 


1is fair and honeſt way of Dealing is not fo 
common among the Nazarene Papiſts: All the 


Writings that paſs through their Hands are aug- 


mented or diminiſhed as they find it may make for 


them. In the Infancy of Printing they added a 
Paſſage of twenty Lines in the Hiſtory of Foſephas, 


and afterwards were obliged to own the Uncer- 
tainty of it, no ſuch thing being to be met within 
moſt of the MSS. | 

The Moliuiſts in the laſt Century publiſh'd ſeveral 


Editions of Faxſenias, in which were the Propoſi- 


tions that had been condemned, and which in the 
former were not to be met with. 
The Inhabitants of Geneva are generally luſty 


| ſtout People, and are reckon'd ſullen and inhoſpi- 


table: But they don't deſerve this Character, and 
may juſtly be ſaid to exceed their Neigbbours in 
Politeneſs and Afﬀability. *T'is true, that they're 
ſuſpicious of Strangers who profeſs the Romiſh Re- 
ligion; but have they not Reaſon to miſtruſt their 
moſt mortal Enemies, who have often attempted 


to lay Snares for them? They are extremely frugal 


and temperate, but affect a Spar; Gravity, which 
makes them often ridiculous. -: 
A too violent Hatred of the Pop: Religion is 
the general Failing of this little Republick : They 
Vo I. II. K ſeem 
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ſeem to indulge themſelves in the Notions which 
are molt contrary to it; and when the Converſa- 
tion falls upon that Subject they turn meer Enthu- 
ſiaſts. I don't condemn them for rejecting a Re- 


ligion which they think erroneous; but I woulq | 


have them to act as Philoſophers, by refuting the 
Error without hating the Perſon who has the Mi- 
fortune to be miſled by it. 

 *Tis my Opinion, that we may look upon all | 
Mankind as forming, in ſome ſort, but one ſimple 
Religion, ſince they all adore the ſame Divinity, | 
and only differ in point of Worſhip and Ceremo- 
nies. Happy they whoſe Rules and Precepts ſhorten | 
the Way to Felicity! But, becauſe they are more 
enlighten'd than others, and have the Advantage in 
the Means of Salvation, they ought rather to pity 
than deſpiſe thoſe who take a round-about Way to 
Happineſs. | 


I'm almoſt tempted, my dear Brizo, to compare 


Heaven to a ſtately Palace, with four Gates an- 


ſwering to the four different Parts of the World. 
We may enter this magnificent Structure from the | ? 


Eaſt, Weſt, South and North; but there may be 


ſome Odds in the Goodneſs of the Roads. As for 
us Fews, we come from the Eaſt, in a Road which 


Heaven has made ſmooth; the Nazarenes march 
inthe Werſtern Road, rough and rugged ; the Txrk | 
take the Northern Road, ſtill worſe; and all the 
Religions in the Iadies and America walk in the 
fourth Road, dirty, and ſurrounded with Precipices : 
Though many loſe themſelves on this Road, yet 
{till there are ſome who arrive at the celeſtial Pa- 
lace notwithſtanding the Difficulties of the Journey. 
The Nazarene Papiſts, and our Rabbies, are a- 
gainſt this Opinion: They think that God ought 


to have no Mercy on, a Creature who has endea- 


vour'd to ſerve him in another Religion. And ' tis 
no extraordinary Thing to find a Monk at Rome, 
| | who 
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who would rather chuſe to deny the Being of a 
God, than to allow that ſome Proteſtants, who 
have lived up to the ſtricteſt Rules of Virtue, will 
be admitted into Heaven. 

When an /zalran finds any Difficulty in obtain- 
ing what he wants of his Family, he threatens them 
with a Journey to Genera; Me x'audero in Genevra © 


Anda Father would be no more affected were his 
Son to fay, ['/l go 79 the Devil. This Prepoſſeſſion 
againſt the People of Geneva, whom the [ralians 
look upon as Monſters ſpew'd out of Hell, pro- 


ceeds from the want of being acquainted with their 


* Manners and Cuſtoms, ſo pure and rational, that 
few Countitics can come up to them: Bat the La- 
ſiaus are obitinately blind in their Deciſions, and 
XZ whoever is not of their Faith is a Prey to Belgebub. 


The following Story of a Piedmonteſe Preacher 


} (which looks a little fictitious, could I not aſſure 


thee that I was myſelf a Witnels of the Fact) comes 


J opportunely enough in here *. He was preaching 


upon the Torments of Hell, and after he had rec- 
kon'd up all the Cauldrons, Pitch-forks, and Fire- 


brands of that infernal Manſion, «My Brethren, 


« ſaid he, you'll perhaps be curious to know how 


Satan multers the Damn'd in order to know their 
Numbers: Firſt of all, Mabomet, who is his 


„ Drum-Major, is order'd to beat a Call; the 
Jes, with the Rabbies at their Heads, firſt of 


all file off, and as they paſs along the Devils run 


the great Iron Prongs into their Back ſides; next 


come the Tarte, who are alſo prong'd in the 
« ſame manner as the Fews; then the Hereticks 
dragging heavy Chains, the Devils pour melted 
Lead into their Mouths as a Puniſhment of their 


„ Blaſphemics againſt the Saints, and particularly 
St. Julian the Patron of this Church, whom you 


K 2 ee lee 
* A ſmall Village called St, Julian, about half a League from 


Geneva, in the Territory of Savoy, 
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ſee ſeated there in his Niche, and whom you don't | 7 « 
©* reſpect as you ought ; for I found only fix Livers | 7 « 
ten Sous laſt Week in his Box: And I can tell Þ 7 « 
«© you, my dear Brethren, that if you go on at this þ 7 « 
++ Rate, melted Lead in Hell will become a dear | ( 
** and ſcarce Commodity. Do you imagine, that | c 
* your Patron, St. Julian, can put up with your | 7 « 
diſreſpectful Behaviour? If you do, I can tell | 7 « 
you, that you'll find yourſelves greatly miſtaken; | RX « 
«for my Part, I always take care to keep the Lamp 
„ Brim-full of Oil, that he may not want Light: | 8 
% But now that the Feſtival approaches, who Wil! © 
„ cloath him? Not I, truly; I can't afford it. It | fe 
you don't ſee to it, I'm very ſure we'll ſoon ſee | te 
„ him bare-ars'd; and, to be ſure, your Neigh- | b 
* bours in the Country about may very jultly lay | p 
that you're a Parcel of ſad Dogs, thus to negle&t | Þ tl 
your Patron. You buy new Petticoats every 0- | v 
ther Day for your Wives; and 'tis but ask and | 8 
© have with them: You do very well in this. But | v 
„ dye fancy, that when the melted Lead is pour'd | RF h 
« down your T hroats, they'll bring you a cooling | it 
« Glaſs of Lemonade? Yow'll then lee your Folly, | MF | 
and, I'm afraid, repent, too late, of having, by | MF x 
“ your Negligence, deſerv'd the Fate of Heretic. MF & 
« 05! great St. Julian, me-thinks I hear you ſay, * FF « 
% Why did I not give you the Money that I paid Þ 
„for Lace to our Kate? Why was I ſuch a Dunce, Þ# t 
« as not to make you a Preſent of thut Piece of Stuff 
& which , brought from the Fair? Vain Repent- WM j 
« ance! Fruitlefs Regrets! St. Julian will laugh MM | 


« at your Miſery, and be deaf to your Cries : And 
« now's the only Time to make him your Friend. 
« I underſtand that ſome of you complain of bad 8 
% Crops. We have had no Wine this Year, ſay % 
& you; and two Years ago we had no Corn... 
believe it very well, my Brethren ; but you max 
expect much worſe for the future. Do you think, * 
; K in 
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jn good Earneſt, that St. Julian will be ſuch a 
« Simpleton, as to ask of God to grant a favour— 


2 « able Seaſon to People who let him wear a Coat 
4 for three long Years? You're miſtaken, my Bre- 
2 « thren; you'll be treated like Heretichs, for whom 
' « there's no Salvation, and who in their Birth are 


given over to the Devil: So that, when a Cal- 


( v4aift or a Lutheran comes into the World, he's 


« regilter'd in 01d Nick's 0 as his Goods and 
% Chattels.“ 

Such filly, low Diſcouſe as this, render filtrd- 
ctions contemptible : The Temple, where the Will 
of God is to be explain'd to Men, becomes a Stage 


for Quacks and Mountebanks. Tis trifling to pre- 
tend, that the Capacities of the common People, 
3 being ſo confin'd and ſhallow, that Sermons, pro- 


per for a learn'd Audience, would be loſt upon 


= them. A plain and eaſy Moral may be expreſs'd 
without ſtuffing the Mind with a hundred ridiculous 
Stories which Avarice has ſuggeſted. The new Coat 
which the Preacher wanted for St. Jalian, would 

have very probably procured another for himſelf 
into the Bargain. But ſhall a Prieſt, from the vile 


Proſpect of Gain, depart from the Character which 
places him in a diſtinguiſh'd and honourable Rank ? 
Shall a Miniſter of God's Word blend it with ri- 


5 | diculous Fables, which muſt be offenſive to thoſe 


who are not of the Nazarexe Faith, as well as to 


the Profeſſors of it. 


I humbly conceive, that the Learning and Ca- 


pacity of thoſe who are authoris'd to preach cannot 


be too carefully examin'd : For they dire& the Un- 
derſtandings of the People, and may be conſider'd 
as the external Objects that produce Ideas in the 
Minds of their Hearers, who have all their Know- 
ledge and Light from them; and conſequently it 
mult be of great Advantage to Society, that the 


K 3 Notions 
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Notions which they give them be juſt, and agree. 
able to Reaſon. 

Farewel, my dear Monceca; may thou be con- 
tent and happy, and may 1. have the Pleaſure tg 
know that thou art ſo. 


Geneva. XX K XXX * 
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LETTER LILIX. 
IS AAC Ox1s o AARON MON c ECA. 


HE Winds have been ſo favourable, that in 
nine Days I made my Paſſage from Smyrna 
to Alexandria, This City, ſo famous heretofore 


for the 2 Men it produced, for the Magnificence 
uildings, and, above all, for the Glory of 


Of its 


its Founder, is nothing now but a confuſed Heap 
of ſhapeleſs Ruins, Pillars, Chapiters, Baſes, Pieces 
of Corniſhes, either lying almoſt burried in Sand, 


or employ'd for quite different Uſes from what 
the Ancients had deſign'd them. The Ruins of an- 


cient Alexandria are not like thoſe of ancient Rome, 


of which there are Fragments ſtil! remaining that 
retain a Part of their former Beauty: And what 


Virgil ſaid of Troy after its Ruin *, may be ſaid of 
Alexandria. We ſee the Fields and the Place where 
this magnificent City was built; but the famous 


Watch- Tower (which the Ancients placed among 
the Seven Wonders of the World) built by Order 
of Prolmy Philadelphus, under the Direction of So- 


ſtratus Cnidian, lies burried under Water, and ſcarce 
an 


J Ei campos uli Troja fait. Virg. Eneid, Lib. III. 
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; any Veſtige of it to beſeen; only near theſe Ruins 
they have built a Tower, which ſerves for a Light- 
” houſe to Ships in the Night. 


This Work was rear'd up under Mahometan Prin- 


ces, but comes not near to the Magnificence of 
> the ancient Tower, of which the firſt Story was 
2 Houſe of vaſt Apartments of white Marble, and 
on it roſe a ſquare Tower of an extraordinary 
Height, built of the ſame Marble. 


Before I enter upon a Deſcription of the Ruins 


of ancient Ale æandria, the Buildings of the new City, 
the Pyramids of Cairo, and the Antiquities of this 
Capital of Egypt, allow me to give thee a general 
Character of the Inhabitants of this Country, by 
comparing their Manners and Cuſtoms, as near as 
poſſibly I can, with thoſe of the ancient Egyptians; 
and in doing this, I ſhall not only draw an Ad- 
vantage to myſelf, but likewiſe ſatisfy thy Curio- 


ſity, by informing thee of many Particulars which 
have eſcaped the Curioſity of Travellers. 


In Egypt was our Nation form'd: In this Country 


it grew and multiplied. Here the Promiſes which 


p God made to Abraham began to have their Effect; 
and in this ſame Country were the firſt Miracles 
Z wrought by the Alinighty for the Deliverance of 


his People from Slavery. 

The Origin of the ancient Egyptians is altoge- 
ther unknown to us; their Dynaſties contain the 
fabulous Hiſtory of ſixteen or ſeventeen thouſand 
Years. All Nations have been, or are, (till guilty 


4 | of the ſame Foible; or, more properly ſpeaking, 


of the ſame Folly with them. The Athiopians 
and the Chineſe claim the Preference as to Anti- 
quity. The Nazarenes, who are forced to fix the 
Creation of the World very near to the Era of 
the Hebrews, would fain make us believe that they 
deſcend from ancient People: They cannot, *tis 
true, go higher than the Deluge; but they Prone 

Fables 
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Fables to prove their Origin from the Times im. 
mediately ſucceeding that Inundation. Some ot 
the ancient French Poets and Hiſtorians made thei; 
Nation deſcend, in a direct Line, from Aſtyanaæx, 
Hector's Son. The Egyptian Dynaſties being as ta- 
bulous as the pretended Origin of the Trojaus, 'tis 
better fairly to own our Ignorance, how or when 
Egypt was peopled, than to look for Truth in a 
Number of Stories that have not the leaſt Ay. 
pearance of it. be 

The Perſians, Greeks, Romans, Arabians and Turk; 
have, in their Turns, ſubdued the ancient Inhabi- 
tants of Egypt, and ſettled in the Country; and the 
Deſcendants of the ancient Egyptiaus are now call'd 
Coptes: They are the true Natives of the Country, 
and their Number is but ſmall compar'd to the Stran- 
gers. The Roman Civil Wars were the firſt Cauſe of 
Egypt's Ruin. The Greek Nazarene Emperors put 
many of the Inhabitants to Death, and perſecuted o- 
thers, upon account of the Hereſy of Dioſcorus, Pa- 
triarch of Alexandria, whoſe Doctrine the Egyptian 


Nation did formerly embrace, and do {till profeſs. | ; 


The Arabian and Mahometan Princes gave almoſt 
the finiſhing Blow to the ancient Egyptians; ſo 
that now the Coptic Language is no longer under- 
ſtood by the Coptes themſelves, the laſt who knew 
it being dead ſome Years ſince. 

All the Books and Writings in that Idiom are 
irrecoverably gone: Thus was the Knowledge of 
Hieroglyphicks formerly loſt; and, without the 
Benefit of Printing, perhaps, the Greek, in proceſs 
of Time, would have had the ſame Fate. The 
Number of Tur and Fews increafes daily at Con- 
ſtautinople, and the Greeks viſibly diminiſh. For a 
long Time pafs'd the modern Greek Language has 
had little or no Reſemblance with the ancient; 
and, by Degrees, all the People of the Lewaz? 
will write in the Zzr&:fo Language: So that five 
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hundred Years hence I believe the Greek Charac- 
ir | ters will ſcarcely be known but by ſome of the 
„ Learn'd among the Eng/:/h, French, German and 
- | 7 Dutch Nazarenes ; for, as the ancient Inhabitants 


of Greece have already left off ſpeak ing the ancient 
n | Language, they'll have no Occaſion for them. 
a | # Beſides the Copres, there are two other Sort of 


nation of Permanent Bedouins, and the latter of 


s | # Wandering Bedouins: The former live in Villages 
- | # and Country-houſes, and are to be conſidered as 
e | 7 the Peaſants of the Country. The Wanderers 
1 | 7 lead the ſame Life as the ancient Patriarchs; they 
„ live in Tents upon the Milk of their Cattle, and 


ſhift from Place to Place for the Benefit of Paſ- 
ture: They're always careful to fix their Camp in 
Places where they can ealily be furniſhed with 
Water; ſome near the Mountains, and others near 
to Places that are inhabited. 

The Tarks have a very great Regard for the 
= Wandering Bedouins, and give them Lands to culti- 
vate, that they may have no Quarrel with a People 
who have it in their Power to be miſchievous, and 
whom they cannot hurt. They have no Occaſion 
to be afraid of the Txrks, becauſe they can retire 
an hundred Leagues into the Deſerts; where, by 
their Frugality, and Knowledge of the Wells, they 
can eaſily ſubſiſt: Their Baggage is no Incum- 
brance in their March; the Camels carry their 
X Tents and Ruſh-Mats, which are their Furniture, 
Beds, Palaces and Temples. Theſe People, my 
dear Moxceca, are fonder of their rural Life, than 
the Courtiers are of the Pageantry and Buſtle of 
ga Court *; with them *tis ſtill the Golden Age: 

e Their 


* Beatus ille, qui, procul negolijs, 
(Ver priſca gens mortalium) 
Paterna rura bobus exercet ſms, 
Colutus omni fanere ; 


Noque 


- | 7 Inhabitants in Egypt; the firſt go by the Deſig- 
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Their Cattle not only furniſh them with dilicions 
Diſhes, but alſo provide for their other Occaſion; 
The Wool of their Sheep cloaths them; a Stu# 
is made of it which defends them from the Injurics 
of the Air; and they look upon thoſe to be Mad- 
men, who build huge Palaces and {till think them- 
ſelves ſtraitly lodged. © Don't Perplexities and 
“ Cares dwell in thoſe ſumptuous Buildings? If 
« Man has no more Satisfaction in them than we 
« enjoy under our Tents, why ſhould we take the 
„Trouble to build them?“ 

Men, my dear Monceca, by building Towns, 
have render'd themſelves Slaves to one another: 
They have been obliged to grant Titles to private 
Men, which are become the Chains to bind them. 
Thoſe Baſtions, Citadels, and Fortifications, arc, 
by length of Time, become as prejudicial to the 
People, as they eſteem'd them uſeful againſt Enc- 
mies. The Perſons to whoſe Care thoſe Forts 
were committed, have made them Means of abſo- 


lute Power; and the firſt Men that lived in Towns, 


were the firſt Slaves. 
The Bedouius have no Occaſion to aſſemble the 
States General for the Preſervation of their Li- 
berty; 
Neque excitatur claſſico miles truci, 
' Neque horret iratum mare, 
Forumque vitat, & ſuperba avium | 
Potentiorum limina. Hor. Epod. Lib. Ode II. 
. 0 5 SP 
Happy the Man beyond Pretence, | 
(Such was the Sate of Innocence) 
That looſe from Cares, from Buſineſs 
From griping Debts and Vſury, 
Contented in an humble Fate, 
With his own Oxen ploughs his own Eſtate: 
No early Trumpet breaks his Eaſe, 
He doth not dread the angry Seas; 
He flies the Bar, from Noiſe retreats, 
And ſhuns the Nobles haughty Seats, 


Thus tranſlated by Mr. Creech : 
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berty; there are no Factions, no Civil War among 
them: They every where find Palture and Water, 
in which conſiſt their moſt precious Treaſures ; 
their Induſtry and Frugality turniſh what elle is 
neceſſary. I hey have no Diſputes about Religion, 
no wrangling Doctors nor Divines. If the moſt 
Zealous Janſeniſts and Moliniſts, often mentioned 

in thy Letters, had been born Bedouins, they would 
not have been diſturb'd by the Fury of oppoſite 

parties, ready to ſacrifice one another. With 
\ theſe happy People, my dear Monceca, there's no 

Z Tent ſurrounded with Ditches, guarded by Soldiers, 
and ſet apart for State Priſoners. TI he Bedouins 
Zhad never any Notion of rearing up Palaces to 
Revenge; and were far from making it a Crime 
in their Brethren, to differ from them in Opinion: 
Every one might addreſs the Deity in the Zarkiſh, 


3 


1 


if they thought proper. 

= AnEnemy, let his Power be ever ſo great, could 
not, by the Favour of a Bedouin, obtain a Bit of 
Paper ordering a private Man to abandon his Tent, 
his Family, and his Flock, and toretire to the Con- 
f fines of Athiopia, there to remain till further Orders. 
Il here's no ſuch thing as a Bedouin Mufti going, 
 Meſcoxted by Soldiers, from Tent to Tent, cauſing 
the People ſubſcribe to a Confeſſion of the Maho- 
jjnetan Faith, drawn up in a certain Form of Words, 
wherein conſiſts all the Virtue of it. 

| Edicts, new Regulations, and the riſing or fall- 
ing of the Coin, are Things unknown to this Peo- 
ple; and never Bedouin went to Bed with an hun- 
dred thouſand Crowns in his Coffers, who roſe 
next Day not worth a Sous: His greateſt Loſs is 
perhaps a Sheep carried off by a Wolf in the Night- 
time; he pays no Tax at his Birth, nor when he 
goes out of the World. 

2 The 
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The happy Bedouinus ſcarce ever heard of Attor. 
neys, Counſellors, Solicitors, Juriſdictions inferior 
and ſovereign. A Law-ſuit between two private 
Men never laſts above twenty four Hours ; the 
oldeſt Man of the Tribe gives his Deciſion of the 
Matter in Debate directly, and without Fees : They 


cannot be brought to believe that a Cauſe ſhould 
ſometimes ſubſiſt undecided a hundred Years in Na.. 
Zarine Families; and the Txrks, in general, look | 


upon ſuch Talk as only invented to ſhew the Slow- 
neſs of Juſtice. Yet, true it is, that ſome Diffe- 
rences are not accomodated in an Age. 


no leſs than a hundred and twenty Years. 


How ridiculous this, my dear Monceca, or rather | 
what exorbitant Avarice? What! muſt the Deter- | 7? 
mination of a Difference betwixt two Men take 
up more Time than their whole Lives? and ſhall | 
not a hundred and twenty Years be ſufficient to | 
determine whether ſuch an Eitate belongs to Facu | 


A French 
Merchant aſſured me at Conſtantinople, that he had 
a Law-ſuit depending in the Parliament of Grenoble 


or to Iſaac? O happy Bedouins! who, (till retain- | 
ing the firſt Impreſſions of Nature, have not cloud- | 


ed their Reaſon by Cuſtoms ſo ridiculous. 


1 have often talk'd with Nazarexes about tbe 
long Continuance of their Law-ſuits ; they endea- 
vour to excuſe the Slowneſs of Juſtice, by the 


Goodneſs and Wiſdom of it when given. But, 
in order to judge an Affair with Prudence, mult | 
It require whole Ages? Muſt the ſame Law-fuit | 
be canvaſs'd by three or four Generations? and 
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mult the Judges, from Father to Son, leave to 3 g | 


their Children certain Law-ſuits, the Fees wherc- | 


of are a Part of the Revenue of the Family? To 4 
judge a Proceſs with Equity, is it neceſſary to ruin I 
the contending Parties, and to ſwallow up in E- 


pences more than the Value of the Subject? The ff 


Nazarenes, my dear Monceca, offer nothing bur 
vain 
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vain and trifling Excuſes, when they pretend to 


| vindicate the Defects and Slownels of their Courts 


of Juſtice by their equitable Proceedings. Their 
Painters draw Jjuſtice with a Balance in her Hands, 
but it often bends to the mony'd Side, at leaſt many 
complain ſo. There's not a private Man but trem- 
bles if he's ſued by a Nobleman, whoſe Intereſt is 


powerful; which is no great Sign that the People 
entertain a very favourable Opinion of the Integrity 
of their Judges. But the Caſe is other wile with 
the Wandering Bedouins; he who has but an hundred 


Sheep, is ſure to have as much Juſtice as another 
who has two thouſand: And it ſeldom happens 
© that, after Judgment, the Perſon condemn'd utters 
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£ the leaſt Complaint, or makes others afraid of risk- 
ing a Trial when any Difference happens. 


I”arewel, my dear Friend; may the God of our 


Fathers grant thee Proſperity. 


Alexandria, ******* 
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HY Letter, my dear Iſaac, was extremely a- 


greeable; it contain'd ſolid and uſeful Re- 
geRions, the Continuation whereof, upon what 
thou findelt in Erypt worthy of the Attention and 
Wen nt? of a Philoſopher, will be highly obliging. 


Ihe Ruins of Alexandria, however ſcatter'd and - 


durried they may lie, give {till a grand Idea of the 


3 3 ancient Spicndour of that City: Thole Pieces of 
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Marble yet to be ſeen, thoſe broken Chapiters, 
offer ſomething noble to the Imagination; and tra; 


thoſe ſtately Ruins the Mind draws a Picture © | 


the Magnificence and Grandeur of the Buildings 
when entire. 
If Paris and moſt of the French Cities ſhould hap- 


pen to be deſtroy'd, five hundred Years after there | 


would ſcarce remain the leaſt Veſtige of the mot 


magnificent Structures; and this chiefly owing tg 


their want of Marble, the only Stone that can 


reſiſt the Shocks of Weather. There's not one | 
Marble Pillar in all the publick Edifices at Pari; 
and Verſailles, where Lewis XIV. laid out immenſe 


Sums, contains leſy Marble, it we except the Sta. 
tues, than the Palace of a ſimple Gezeoſe Senator. 


Time has already defac'd the carved Work of the | 
Fore-front of the Tailleries, though the Structure 


is not yet finiſh'd. 


The Ruins of the Cities in the eta ey, have | 
f 


for ſeveral Ages been the Admiration of I ravel- 
lers; yet the Zarks diminiſh them daily, and carry 


oft prodigious Quantites of Marble: How much | 


—_ 


= 
? 


therefore muſt there have been at firſt ? The Moſque | 
of the Sultan Achmet was entirely built of the Stones 
taken out of the Ruins of Troy. The Column; | 


which form the Periſtyl of that Temple, one hun- 


dred and thirty in Number, were all found entire 


in the Fields of that ancient City. For near two 


hundred Years the Txrts had no other Bullets for 


the Cannon of the Dardanelles but Corinthian Cha- 


Piters and Columns, which they broke to Pieces, 
and cut into globular Shapes. What a prodigious 2 


Number of Buildings, entirely Marble, muſt there 1 


formerly have been in Greece? What —_—_— 


Arches, Portico's, Periſtyls, Fountains and Pillars? 1 


Rome could not boaſt of ſo many ſumptuous Build- 


ings as Ereece, if we may judge by the Quantities | 1 
of Marble and Pieces of Architecture that have . ul 
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ſcap'd the Fury of the Times. I acknowledge, 


that in all Probability the 7 yber mult poſlets im- 
{| F menſe Riches, and that there are more Statues in 
its Channel, than there are now in Ko But all 
2 thole Treaſures are hid from us, and there's no 
> FF judging of Things inviſible. | 
e About forty Years ago, our Brethren, the Fewos 
t | F of Rome, offer'd twenty Millions to the Sovereign 
0 F Pontiff tor a Permiſſion to ſearch the 7 yver, and 
to turn its Courſe only for fix Months. They re- 
oÞ Þ# 1olved to confine their Search to a League above 


and below Rome, and 'tis highly probable that they 
* mult have found ten times the Value of what they 
# offer'd ; however, as they pretended that the whole 
twenty Millions might be loſt, they deſired, tor the 
more convenient Execution of the Work, that the 
Z River might be turn'd off in the Summer; the very 
Thing that made their Propoſal to be rejected. 
e Twenty Millions, 'tis true, were very tempting ; 
and the Matter was brought on the Tapis more 
than once: But at length it was judg'd, that the 
great Heats might draw ſuch Exhalations from the 
«| X drain'd Ground as would occaſion infectious Di- 
; | WF ſtempers ; and therefore it was determin'd that no 
5 Scarch ſhould be made. For my part, I'm apt to 

think, that the Apprehenſion of Diſtempers was on- 
ly a Pretext made uſe of to cover the real Reaſons 


«| 
1 © of that Refuſal. The Fews, no doubt, would have 
1 carried away and ſold in other Parts, the Statues, 
Bronzes, Medals and Columns, none of the In- 
„ habitants of Rowe being able to purchate them at 
; the Price that many Sovereign Princes and rich 
2 private Men in foreign Countries would have given: 
And the ſame political Reaſon has been the Cauſe 
oft prohioiting the Removal of Pictures and Statues 


from Rome. Had it not been for this wiſe Regu- 
lation, Xome would have been ſtripp'd long ago of 
many fine Things which the Nobility and Citizeus 
1 L 2 would 
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would have ſold; and, by Degrees, Strangers, be. 
ing poſſeſs'd at home of what drew them to AK 
would have had no Occaſion to go any more t 
that City, which muſt have been a very great Lo: 
tO it. This Regulation is ſo exactly obſerv'd, that 
the great Dukes of Taſcauy could never obtiiy 
Leave to remove the old Hercules out of their Pa- 
lace at Rome to their own Dominions. 
Lewis XIV. in the Time of his greateſt Pomp and 
Splendour, caus'd buy at Rome a Part of the An- 
ticks that are in the Gallery of Yerſaillesg, Pouſſia, 
the famous Painter, and a Subject of the French 
Monarch's, executed this Commiſſion : And tio 


the Sovereign Pontiff conſented to the Purchaſe, 


becauſe he durſt not do otherwiſe; yet, to pre- 
vent a I umult and Sedition, they were obliged te 
{hip them in the Night-time, when no body kney 
any thing of the Matter. Indeed, at that Time 
Lewis XIV. was ſo dreaded at Rowe, that he coulc, 
it he pleas'd, have oblig'd the Magiſtrates to ſend 
them themſelves to him, none there daring to dil: 
obey his Commands; but he was for avoiding al! 
Diſcuſſions, to which the Romans are very liable 


When they're under no Fears: So that 'tis eaſier 


to conclude a general Peace throughout Europe, 
than to ſettle the leaſt Incident with them. It 
would ſeem that a Spirit of Trifling and Chicancry 
has fallen to the Share of the Nazarene Prieſts, par- 
ticularly the Jauſeniſts and Molinits, who are 
ſtrangely addicted to this Failing ; and, when they 
cannot attack their Enemies, ſeldom fail to tall 
toul upon their Brethren and Adherents. What 
follows is a recent Initance. 

The Pontiff of Paris, whom I have not hitherto 
mentioned in my Letters, is very much hated by 


the Fauſeniſts : They have attempted to black en his 


Reputation by ſcandalous Libels ; but the better 
dort of People. deſpiſe theſe malicious Invectives, 
1 knowing 
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knowing him to be a fine Gentleman, and that, 
before he came to Paris, he had govern'd another 
Church where he was univerſally beloved, even 
by the Janſeniſts: But his Promotion to the chief 
? Eccleſiaſtical Dignity in the Kingdom involv'd him 
into ſo many Troubles, that he really became a 
Sacrifice to his Grandeur. Being under a Neceſ- 
Þ| © fity to ſtand bis Ground againſt the Faxſeni/# Party, 
he ſoon regreted the Loſs of that 'T'ranquillity 
which he had enjoy'd in his former Dioceſe; he 
endeavour'd nevertheleſs to ſoften their Tempers 
as much as poſſible, and, abhoring violent and ri- 
gorous Meaſures, would have gladly wiſh'd that 
> a friendly and ſincere Accommodation had been 
brought about: But the good Man knew not the 
People he had to deal with. The Jauſeniſis were 
> ſo enraged againſt him, that they even found Fault 
with his Eating, as if a good Appetite had been 2 
Crime, and that a large Stomach and Righteouſ- | 
2 neſs were Things incompatible. Finding at length Þ 
that all he could do would be to no Purpoſe, he let F 
| > Things take their Courſe. Complaints had been 
made for a long Time in his Dioceſe, of ſeveral 
| > Defects in a Book which the Nazarezes call a Bre- 
* vary; tts a Collection of the Pſalms of the Roya! 
Prophet, intermix'd with ſome Prayers of their own 
2 compoſing. The Pontiff ordered Men skill'd in 
the Nazarene Law to compole a new one; but 
while they were about this Work, the Fanſeniſts 
exclaim'd moſt ſadly both again the Book and the 
Compoſers of it: The Moliniſts, on the contrary, 
gave out every where, that the Work, which would 
ſoon appear, was excellent. At laſt out it came, 
and, by a merry Accident, the Fanſeniſts received 
it with great Reſpe&, and the Moliuiſts with great 
Contempt; ſo that Paris was toon fill'd with de- 
famatory Writings. TWO Prieſts“* ſolemnly pro- 5 
3 telted, Fi. 
* Langut, Parſon of St, Slpiæ, and the Parſon of St, Nicelas, th 
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teſted, that they would by no means abandon th; 
old Breviaty ; particularly one * made a terrible 
Rant and Clutter about it. He's ſuch a Phanatick, 
that 'tis ten to one if, ſome time or other, he does 
not introduce the Convulſions of the Faxſen;j;; 
among the Moliniſts: He pretends, that the new 
Breviary is a Book full of Errors; that it deſerye; 
to be burn'd ; that his Pontiff had probably ſtuſt 
his Guts too much when he gave his Approbation; 
and that, therefore, he appeal'd from the Afternoon 
Pontiff to the Morning Pontiff. The Parliament. 
not finding his Reaſons valid, maintains that the 
Breviary is good and ſufficient, and, as ſuch, 
ought to be received. This Sovereign Court has 
ſince condemn'd a certain Writing, ſuppoſed to be 
done by the ſame phanatick Prieſt, to be burn'd by 
the common Hangman. Mean time the Affair of 
the Breviary is not yet ended: The enraged MI. 
I:nifts ſay *fis good for nothing, and that no Arrc 
of Parliament can make bad Merchandize good. 
They compare this Book to Bacon that ſmells ruſty, 


and is enough to ſpoil the beſt Sauce: Juſt fo, % 


zhey, this Book is capable of poiſoning the ſound- 


eſt Mind. I don't know where theſe Nazarene: Þþ © 
have fiſh'd out ſuch a Compariſon ſo much in the 
Hebrew Taſte; a Few could have thought of no- | Þ 
thing more à propos, conſidering the Averſion we 


naturally have to the Hog, an unclean Animal, 
and whoſe Fleſh is forbid us by our Holy Law. 


There's nothing new a-ſtirring at Paris but the 
Diſpute about this Breviary, of which 1 ſhall let 
thee know the Concluſion. I fancy that the Prieſts 
will be obliged to ſubmit ; for the ſecular Judges 
have a terrible Way of puniſhing, by ſtripping tbem 
of their Revenue, the only effectual Way to bring 
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the greedy Clergy to Reaſon. 


* The Parſon of St. Sulpice. 
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The greateſt Stickler againſt the Introduction of 
this new Book, has the Reputation of making a 
God of his Money. He's building a magnificent 
Temple, by which, 'tis confidently reported, he 


gets more Money to himſelf than he pays to the 
Workmen. Under the ſpecious Pretence of col- 
leecting for the Charges of the Building and the 

Decorations of it, he picks up Money from all 


Corners, and from all Sorts of Perſons: *Tis no 
matter to him how or from whom, if it does but 


come; and I'm pretty well aſſur'd, that if he could 
be allow'd to tax the Trade of Whoring at Paris, 

he would have no Scruple of ' Conſcience to col- 
llect it, and build his Temple as the famous Egyp- 
tian Courteſan built one of the Pyramids of Eg 
with the Money ariſing from her Trade. 


Thou'lt perhaps be ſurpris'd, my dear Iſaac, at 


the Obſtinacy of this Clergyman to diſtinguiſh him- 
elf from his Brethren; he propoſes, by his Oppo- 
| {ition, to make his Court to the Sovereign Pontiff, 
> *Tis by ſuch bold Strokes that a private Man 

makes hjmſelf known, and renders his Name con- 
2 ſiderable among the Madmen of the Party that he 


eſpouſes. The Court of Rome is ſure, ſome time 


or other, to reward this blind Zeal, and is always 


"XZ grateful for Services done her; and thus the moſt 


criminal Undertakings are often beſt recompen- 
ced : So that we every where ſee, and particularly 
among Eccleſiaſticks, modern Eroſtratus's, who, 
to make their Names famous, ſet all on Fire, and 
raiſe ſudden Commotions in limes of greateſt 
Tranquillity. 

Some Years ago a Pontiff; an outragious Mo- 
liniſt *, publiſhed a Writing contrary to the Reſpect 
due to the King his Maſter, and to the Welfare of 
his Country. The Jeſuites were ſuſpected to have 
been the Hatchers of this injurious Paper, though 

| they 
The Archbiſhop of Arles, 
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they had no Share in it, as the Pontiff publick1y 


declared afterwards, when he heard it was laid tg | 


their Door; and not only ſo, but alſo declared, in 
the ſame publick Manner, that they had done all 
they could to diſſuade him from it, of which! 
make no doubt: For though the Jeſuites are the 


molt rigid Moliniſts, yet they are the moſt politick, i | 


The Impertinencies of their Subalterns often diſ. 
credit the Society, and 'tis much againſt their Will 
that they ſhould be guilty of ſo many ſilly Things; 
but they cannot always reſtrain them, no more 
than the general Officers of an Army can prevent 
the Folly of a Soldier, a Suttler, or a common 
Pedee. | 
Farewel, my dear Iſaac ; may the God of our Fa- 
thers load thee with the good Things of this World. 
Paris, *******, We 


LETTER IAI. 
AARON MoNCECA 0 Isaac ONis. 


HE News from Corſica, my dear Haac, is very 
uncertain; and People begin to doubt of the 


Succeſs of K. Theodore's Projects: Money grows 


ſcarce with him, and there's no Appearance of the 
Arrival of the Succonrs that he had promis'd. A third 
Party is formed in the Country; and the Genoeſe 
flatter themſelves with a ſpeedy and favourable 
Turn of Affairs, or, at leaſt, give out ſo. Tho' I 
have frequently and ſeriouſly reflected on the Tranſ- 
actions in Corſica, 1 mult fairly own that I'm 2d 

| — tirely 
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tirely in the Miſt about them. l'm almoſt in daily 
Conferences with ſeveral! Politicians who pretend 
to unravel all the Myſteries of that Adventure with 
the ſame Aſſurance as it they were entirely let into 
the Secret: As for the famous Magician, who pro- 
tects this Knight-Errant, he's perfectly known by 
them, and from whence came the Succours which 
heb has already had, or is to have; but all their 
Kealonings, duly contider'd, amount to no more 
than meer Conjectures which won't bear the Teſt 
of Examination. 

If we conſider Theodore as a Knight-Errant, or 
believe what the Genocſe ſay of him, his Arrival in 
2 Corfica is ſomething as extraordinary as the wonder - 
ful Riſe of Tamerlane, who, according to ſome A- 
7 rabian Authors, ſprang from a common Shepherd; 


and 'tis leſs ſurpriſing that a private Soldier of the 
2 Zartars ſhould become the Maſter and Head of his 


Country, than to ſee a private and ordinary Man 
get himſelf declared to be a King in the Midit of 

Europe, and that in the Face too of a great many 
Princes extremely jealous of the Grandeur and Ma- 
jelty of their Rank, which mult be debaſed ſhould 
a Fortune-hunter, known for ſach, become their 
Equal. For, in ſhort, ſhould it happen that the 
Geaveſe are entirely drove out of Corſica, and that 
{ peoaore ſhould be acknowledg'd by the Inhabitants 
tor their Lord and Maſter, I would fain know what 
the Sovereign Powers in Exrope would do in that 
Caſe? Monarchs, ſuch as the Emperor and King 
of France, could they ever recognize, as a lawful 
Sovereign, a King whom Crimes had form'd, and 
Rebellion crown'd, and who, before he mounted 
the Throne, diſhonour'd, by publick Report, more 
than once the Character of a Gentleman? I ſcarce 
think there's any body fo filly as to imagine that 
thoſe Princes would be guilty of ſuch a Conduct. 
But, on the other hand, Theodore would have Do- 


minons, 
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minions, Subjects, Ships, Harbours, Towns, Se | A perr 


Should any Quarrels happen with him, as no doubt! in! 
there would, in what Shape are they to be manay'4) Þ Þ zala 
the Situation of Cor/ica would even force France, Thi 
becaule there are few Ships bound from Marſerles Þ tho 
to the Levant but what anchor, in going or com- Þ not 
ing, upon the Coaſts of Corſica. =. T7 


Several Perſons remove all theſe Difficulties by Þ the 
ſaying, that as ſoon as Theodore is Maſter and] IM 


peaceable Poſſeſſor of this Country, another Power | I by 
Would drive him out: But I think this Reaſoning Þ ver 
is not at all well grounded, nor agreeable to £001 Þ 80 
Policy; for whatever Prince would undertake is Þ Po 
Expulſion, mult lay his account to meet with O:- Þ din 
poſition from other Princes, unleſs Matters had been Bu 
concerted among them before hand. But, ſay cer:a:3 mo 
People, every thing is already ſettled and concluded, the 
and they all know what they have to truſt to. This; lat 


what I ſhall enquire into hereafter ; but in the mean? 
time I can't hinder myſelf from thinking that tiis Pe 
. Opinion is liable to many Difficulties. Let us only | be 
reflect a little upon the Obſtacles (ſuppoſing tha | FE 
Theodore acts upon his own Bottom) which mult | FH 


* 


attend any Power's attempting to drive him out of | m 


Corfica, if he was once in peaceable Poſſeſſion of ii. E 
Should Spain form ſuch a Defign,'twould no doubt 
be the Intereſt of France ſtrenuouſly to oppoſe that 


Nation's getting the Poſſeſſion of a Country, Towus 


of Marſeilles, Toulon and Antibes; for ſnould a War 
be declar'd between Hain and France, the former, 
with two Frigates of twenty Guns each, would 
abſolutely interrupt the Levant Trade: In a Storm : 
the Merchants Ships would be obliged to go tor MF 1 
Shelter to diſtant Ports, and ſometimes could find FF : 
none, if the Winds prevented their approaching tie 
Italia Coaſt. The Ifland of Corſica, poſſeſs'd by 
ſo formidable a Power as Spain, would become as 

| pernicious 


0 
547 

and Harbours which would entirely block up thole M1 
b 

8 

t 


- — Ot I if ths | 314 „ 


Jewish LETTERS. 119 
pernicious to the Trade of Marſeilles, as the French, 


in Time of War, would be troubleſome to the Ca- 

Þ zalans, were they Maſters of the Iſland of Majorca. 
Throw but thy Eyes, my Friend, on a Map, and 
* thou'lt be ſatisfy'd of the I'ruth of my Opinion. *Tis 

not only the Intereſt of France to prevent the Spa- 
2 -iards from the Conqueſt of Corſica, but likewiſe 
the King of Sardinia's: Nice, Villa-Franca and other 
Maritime Towns are but too much cramp'd already 
by France; and 1 don't think that Prince would be 
very fond of another Neighbour fo incommodious. 
Some Politicians are of Opinion, that the European 

Powers would readily conlent to the King of Sar— 
dinia's having Corſica annexed to his Dominions : 
# But France has the fame Reaſon to oppole the Preg- 
monteſe, as they have to exclude the Spaniards ; for 
though the former are not near ſo powerful as the 
latter, yet they might become very troubleſome 
to France whenever they ſhould unite with other 
Powers confederate againſt her. What muſt have 
been the Fate of Toulon, and all Provence, had the 
3 Exghſh and Datch been poſſeſs'd of Towns and 
Harbours forty Leagues from Provence, where they 
might have come with a Squadron in twenty four 
Hours whenever they thought proper? 


If it be almoſt as much the Intereſt of France as 


of Spain to have the Eugliſh diſpoſſeſs'd of Fort- 
Mahon, how much more is it her Intereſt not to 
let a formidable Power get a Footing in Ports that 
block up all her Habours in the Mediterranean? 
Some think, that ſhe would not be very uneaſy if 
X thoſe Ports were poſleſs'd by the King of Naples 


and Sicily. But this way of Reaſoning is ſo weak 
that it confutes itſelf: For the Courts of Naples 


and Madrid are ſo very cloſely united in Intereſt, 
that the ſame Reaſons which oppoſe the Spauiards 
are valid againſt the Neepo/izans. Beſides, all Men 

are mortal, and Sovereigus themſelves mult yield 


tO 


* 
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to the Laws of Death. If, misfortunately, the 
Prince of Aſturias, who has no Children, ſhoule 
bappen to die, do not thoſe Ports in that Caſe de- 
volve to Spain? But may ſome ſay, who kno, 
whether, by ſecret Articles of the Treaties that ren- 
der the Neapolitaus Maſters of the Country, they 


would not be obliged to give it up to another Prince 


the Moment their Soverign ſhould become King of 
Spain? To this J anſwer, That an able Politician 
ought not to rely upon the Faith of Reſtitutions, 
The Councils of Princes are as fruitful in Excuſe; 
as the Society of Jeſuites. Plauſible Pretences arc 
never wanting; and they know how to ditlinguith 
betwixt the Spirit and Letter of a Treaty, thereby 
reſerving the Privilege of directing the Intention as 
it ſuits beſt with their Intereſt. The Engliſh are 
lately become downright Jefuites upon this Head; 
and 'tis my Opinion, that they're obliged to that 
Society for the Arguments which they make ule of 
with regard to the Article of G:braltar and Pore 
Mahon. What might not Spaniards do who glory 
in being directed by the Children of Loyola! 

Theſe are the Reaſons, my dear Monceca, which 
induce me to think that Theodore acts upon his own 
Bottom, without the Orders or Directions of a 
higher Power. The want of Money and Troops, 
the Slownels of his Procedure, not having as yet 
done any thing of Conſequence; all ais, toge- 
ther, confirms me in my Opinion. 

But, on the other hand, when I come to conli- 
der that Baron Newbhoff was a Slave two Years 
ago, and that he lay ſick in an Hoſpital the Year be- 
fore; that he has ſquander'd away his Patrimony 
long ſince, and that I fee him arrive in Corſica with 
Cheſts full of Gold Coin, and with eight Brats 
Cannon, the leaſt of which mult have coſt above 
two thouſand Crowns, I know not what to make 
of it. There's no ſuchthing as borrowing two or 


three 


2 
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Tires hundred thouſand Livres on vain Hopes, and 
Swhich even appear ridiculous to any that will but 


examine them. How then muſt the Baron have 


procured the Supplies of Money with which he has 
= ſliſted the Corſicaus? If not from private Hands, 
jt mult have been from ſome Sovereign Prince: 
And, if this be the Caſe, how comes it that he aban- 
Hons him in his Straits? Why does he let him want 
Money, and thereby expoſe him to loſe all the Be- 
Mcfit of the Sums already given? 

Ihe Mind is loſt and bewilder'd in attempting 
20 unravel ſuch Intricacies. The Politicians ima- 


| ine that they can ſee through all theſe Myſteries: 


\s for my part, 1 frankly own that I know little 


vor nothing of the Matter, and am apt to think, that, 
if they would ſpeak with the ſame Sincerity, they 
would alſo confeſs their Ignorance; but they want 
that their Conjectures ſhould impoſe upon the 
World. lhis is pretty much the Failing of all 


Politicians: Nothing puts them to a Stand, and 


| hey readily find Realons to ſolve the greateſt Dif- 
2 1 They penetrate into the Cloſets of Prin- 


: No Secret tranſacted there is hidden from 


7 5 and they foretel the End of a War before 
tis well begun. In ſhort, they regulate all the 


,ourts of Europe, but, unluckily, they're as much 


Put in their Predictions as Almanack Makers. 


Time only, my dear Jſaac, muſt clear up the con- 
uſed Chaos of Ideas that Men force upon the Ba- 


3 Fon Newhoff”s Undertaking. Mean While, *tis 


roper for us to ſuſpend our Judgment. Ten or 


WB vclve Perſons in Europe know the whole Secret 
f this Affair, and no doubt but it mult be very 


werting to them to hear People diſcoutſing upon 


3 t. The Day will come when all the My ſtery will 


e made publick, and then we ſhall in our Turn 


aug at the vain ConjeQures torm'd now up- 
=. + 
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I refolve to loſe no Opportunity of informing 
myſelf exactly of ever thing that may give us lu- 
fight into this Adventure, and to write thee as ſoon 
as [ hear any thing new. At preſent tis confident!y 
reported, that the ſaid Lord Theodore treats his ne 
Subjects with the greateſt Severity, particulirly 
thoſe whom he ſuſpects to be againſt him. A bare 
Suſpicion is a Crime in his Eyes that nothing but 
Death can expiate, which has been the Fate of four 
of the principal Men that oppos'd him; though! 
can't but think that he would have done much bet— 
ter to pardon them, ſince a generous Action of this 
Kind would have gain'd him more Hearts than ſer— 
vile Fear can ever retain in Reſpect and Submiſſion, 

I humbly conceive that, in Civil Wars, the Blood 
Tpilt upon Scaffolds produces the ſame Effect as 
the Martyrdom of the Primitive Nazarezes, whom 
the Pagan Emperors caus'd to be ſo inhumanly 
butcher'd. The more of them that were put to 
Death, the more the Number increas'd. The very 
ſame thing happens in Civil! Wars: The Spirit of 
the Party is heated by Murder and Slaughter, and 
the Death of one Perſon determines an hundred 
more to eſpouſe his Quarrel. The Murderer is 
ſure to be hated, and the Murder'd to be pitied. 
The Death of the famous Admiral de Coligui, and 
of other Proteſtants, only ſerv'd to augment the 
Number of Henry IV .'s Adherents. The Loſſes 
ſuſtain'd by the Catholick Cantons in their laſt 
War united them more cloſely than ever together, 
Since the entire Abolition of Popery in Ireland, 
the Number of Papilts is rather increas'd than di- 
miniſh'd. The Minds of Men are more eaſily cu- 
red by ſoft and mild Treatment than by violent 
and bloody Methods. So ſee we, that the rigid 
and cruel Behaviour of Ph1/zp II. gave the firit 
Blow to the Span; Monarchy, and deprived him 


of the Countries that now form the Republick of 


Holland. Farewel, 


K . 
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Farewel, my dear Friend ; may thou be ſtill pro- 
ſperous and happy. 


IIK 
Paris, 5 
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LETTER LXXII. 


'Jacos BRITO r AARON MON CEA. 


USINESS obliged n me to make ſome Stay at 
Lauſanne before I purſued my Journey thro' 

Lyons and Languedoc in my Way to Lisbon, where 
I intend to 90 with all pofſible Expedition. I'm 
provided with Pailports for fix Months from the 
Courts of Spain and Portzgal, lo that I can finiih 
my Affairs there without difquicting Fears of Prieſts 
and Inquiſitions. Samrel Pinaro has procured me 
a Commitſiton as Agent Extraordinary from the Re- 
publick of Gezoa while I remain at Lisbon, and my 
Character, as ſuch, is an abſolute Security to my 
Perſon. 1 doubt not but that in my Travels I 
ſhall make Diſcoveries which may give Occaſion 
to ſome philoſophical Reflections, and Pll take 
care to be as punctual in my Correſpondence from 
Spain as ] have been from Trahh. 

| have but little to ſay at preſent. Lauſanne is 
the Capital of the Pays de vaux in the Canton of 
Bern, and a very pretty Town. The Inhabitants 
live more after the French Faſhion than their Neigh- 
bours, yet, in general, their Manners and Cuſtoms 
are much of a Piece with their Brethren ; and their 
Country produces nothing but what may be found 
in the other Cantons. The Wine here is pretty 
good, and their Lake and Rivers abound with all 
M 2 manner 
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manner of Fiſh; nor is there any want of Foy; th 


and all other Neceſſaries of Life. Nature, in thi; Þ L 
Climate, furniſhes every thing that's uſeful, an; Þ c 
is only ſparing in Things that ſerve to encourage ne 
Luxury and Debauchery. wy S: 


__ The Sui, are inur'd to all the Hardſhips of! ve 
Hunger and Thirſt, Heat and Cold. Their Dia! A 
is not coſtly, being moſtly Milk and Cheeſe. The Þ & a 
Art of Cookery and Cooks are in no Eſteem among Þ' tb 
them; for the Art of dreſſing up of Poiſons, per- Þ C 
nicious to Health and long Life, under the Name! L 
of nice Ragoo's and delicate Diſhes, is a Thing un. Þ 4 4 
known to this People. Their Houſes have nothing P 
of the modern Grandeur, and their Furniture an- Þ 4 © 
itwers to the Primitive Simplicity. Their Apparel, n 
made for Uſe, and not to dazzle the Eyes of he! 
Spectators, perfectly correſponds with the reſt. But 2 
then one terrible Failing, v/z. exceſſive Drinking, WR 0 
eclipſes ſo many Virtues. They ſometimes ſpend | * 
Days and Nights in continual Debauchery ; and ÞR ? 
there's no getting into their good Graces but over 7 
a Bottle. Wine is the Seal of Friendſhip: The ÞR * 
beſt Guzzler the prettieſt Fellow, and he who can 1 N 
1wallow down fix or ſeven Bottles is as much!? 
courted at their Entertainments as a Poet or a f- 
cetious Author is in Fraxce at Parties of Pleaſure. 
In Sw:rzerland, Chapelle and St. Evremond would 
have pais'd for two pitiful Fellows, not worthy to- 
De admitted into good Company. 3 
However fond the Swiſs are of Drinking, the | 
Moment a Debauch is over they fall to their ordi- i 
nary Occupations, and double their Induſtry and 
Diligence to regain their Expences. They wsrk Rt 
for Driuk, (ſays a modern Author) and drink tha: 
they may work the better. Their Inclination to 
ine does not hinder them from being prudent 
and circumſpect in publick and private Affairs; 
ſo that one would think Bacchxs had une their 
\ rains 
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Brains againſt the Fumes of Wine more than o— 
ther People's: For there's no Treaty, Agreement, 
Leaſe or Contract made, but where the Bargain 
can be wet with the bewitching Liquor, which has 
no bad Effect upon their Prudentials. So that a 
Swiſs, who tipples from Morning to Night, is ne- 
ver at a Loſs to know what may contribute to the 
Advantage and Happineſs of his Country. This is 
a ſort of Miracle: But there's no room to bring 
the Truth of a Thing ſo manifeſt in queſtion, the 
Cantons having for ſo many Ages maintain'd their 
Liberty againſt ſeveral Princes who wanted to ſub- 
due them. 'Tis to their Union that they owe their 
Preſervation, and the Eſteem they have acquir'd all 
over Europe, where there's not a Prince who is 
not glad to court their Alliance. 

The Sui have fallen on a Method of keeping up 
a great Number of diſciplin'd and experienc'd Sol- 
diers without Coſt or Charge: They ſend their 


Youth to ſerve in foreign Countries. A great 


many Sovereigns have Swiſs Regiments in their 
Pay, which are, by Permiſſion of the Cantons, re— 
cruited in their own Country: But as the young 
People liſt and go abroad for ſome Iime, in like 
manner they who preceded them are diſcharged, 
and return to their native Country perfectly train'd 


up in the military Art. But beſides the Soldiers 


form'd out of Switzerland, great Care is taken to 
cauſe the Citizens and I'radeimen perform military 
Exerciſe on certain Days of the Year; and even 
the very Peaſants are not exempted, who, after 


working certain Days of the Week for themſelves, 


employ the reſt for the publick Good and Safety 
of the Country. | | 
Though theſe Precautions are very rational and 
prudent, yet the Cantons need be under no Ap- 
prehenſions of being invaded by Foreigners; che in- 
acceilible Mountains of "in Alps aretheir parts, 
-I an 
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and there's not a Prince in Europe that, either from 


poſing that after a tedious War he ſhould at lag 
ſubdue them, what he got by it in fifty Year, 1 
would not defray the Expence of one ſingle Can. Þ de 
paign. If ever the Sw are in danger of being of 
deſtroy'd, it muſt be by themſelves. While they cow 

tinue united, they will ſubſiſt as they have done hi. Þ th 
therto : But if they come to be divided; if Hatred, Þ 
Diſcord and Envy get Acceſs to their Hearts, they'1j Þ V 
do themſelves, in a ſhort Time, what all Exzr9: FR fo 


could not accompliſh. | : v 
Some Years ago the Popiſh and Proteſtant Cantons Þ'# ha 
enter'd into a cruel War againſt one another. A cc 


Monk nam'd the Abboz St. Gall had occaſion'd this ſe 
Breach: For in all the Nazareze States it would! th 
ſeem that Diviſions and Diſſentions are owing to A 
the turbulent Spirit of Monks and Prieſts. This! ar 
Abbot had put himſelf at the Head of the Popiſh ce 
Cantons, and, like another Joſhua, ſaid, That he ai 


reſolved to extirpate all the Enemies of God's FS tt 
People; for as ſuch he look*d upon the Sw?/5 that n 
were Proteſtants. Every Soldier of his Party had 
received Billets, in which was writ the Number of t. 
thoſe whom each of them ſhould murder: One FM t 
was oblig'd to kill five, another ſix, another ſeven; C 


in ſhort, more or leſs, as the Abbot judg'd of the 
Soldier's Courage and Strength. He drew up his f 
Army, and, before the Battle began, promis'd a 
Place in Heaven to thoſe who ſhould die in it, and 
many Indulgencies, on the part of the Sovereign 
Pontiff, to thoſe who ſhould perform the Orders 
of the Billet: Thereafter he prudently withdrew 
to a Place of Safety, leaving to his Officers the 
Care of what remain'd. But the Event did not at 
all anſwer his Expectation, for his Army met with 
an entire Defeat; the murdering Billets had no Ef- 
fe, and our modern Joſhua, far from N the 

| 7 let) 
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Diety to ſtop the Sun's Courſe that he might have 
Time to compleat the total Overthrow of his E- 
it Þ'7 nemies, was a humble Supplicant, that Night and 
5 © 7 Darkneſs might skreen him and the poor Remain- 


„ders of his Army from the Fury and Vengeance 
of the Proteſtants. | 
| 3 Afeer this Battle the Popiſh Sw/s were ſenſible of 
the Folly they had committed, and were convin- 
i, | # ced how ruinous it muſt be for them to continue a 
War ſo unſucceſsful in its Beginning; and there- 
before made Propoſals of Peace to their Enemies, 
who, charm'd to recover Brethren whom Diſcord 
s had torn from them, readily conſented to an Ac- 
\ | # commodation that pacified all Switzerland, and 
5 ſecur'd its Liberty on ſuch a ſolid Foundation, 
d FF that while they are united nothing can ſhake it: 
0 FRF A Truth, of which all the Cantons, both Popiſh 
sand Proteſtant, are perfectly convinced, and ac- 
h ©Z cordingly make it their Endeavours to live in Unity 
e FX and Peace. The Abbot St. Gall makes now and 
then Attempts to embroil Affairs again, and to fo- 
it ment new Diviſions; but the Papiſts have learn'd 
d wit from a dear-bought Experience, and the Pro- 
f FS teſtants rather chuſe to bear with ſome Things pa- 
e tiently than to throw their Country again into a 
Civil War. 
0 Sometime after the Reformation began, the Dif- 


Wn 


ference of Opinions riſing high, and the Magiſtrates, 
tearing that thoſe jarring Sentiments might termi- 
nate in a popular Tumult and Sedition, unanimouſ- 
ly reſolved, that in the Cantons where there were 
more Papiſts than Proteſtants, every one ſhould 
hereafter adhere to the Party of the Sovereign Pon- 
tiff; and that in thoſe where the Number of his 
=X Adherents was leſs than that of his Adverſaries, 
they ſhould entirely ſeparate from his Communion. 
his was executed with the ſame Facility that it 
was propos'd, All was calm and quiet, and every 
| One 
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one liv'd peaceably in his own Houſe; and it mys Þ* 
be own'd, that People who act with ſuch Prudence | 
and Diſcretion have nothing of the Spirit of Diy;. 
ſion and Contention in their Characters: And in. 
deed the Sw:ſs are the only People capable of enter. 
ing into Meaſures with ſuch Frankneſs and Sin. 
cerity. They don't, I own, pretend to be great Phi. 
loſophers, and I ſcarce believe that their Country 
can boaſt of many Authors of any great Reputa— 
tion; for a Poet in that Place of the World is as 
great a Rarity as an Elephant at Paris: And their 
Cellars are generally better ſtock'd with Wine 
than their Cloſets with Books. It may neverthe- 
leſs be ſaid of the Sw/s, that they have a great Share 
of good Senſe, tho' their Neighbours have got the 
Wit *. F have 
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* The Marquis d* Argens having been reflected on in a Para- 
graph foiſted into the Bibliotheque Germanique, Tom. XL, unknowa 
to the learned Author, M. de Beauſobre, as appears by the fo!. 
lowing Letter from the ſaid Gentleman to the Marquis, inſerted 
in his general Preface to the Feuiſb Letters. 


S IX. 
1 Was very much ſurpris'd and vex d to find, in Tom. XL, of ti: 
Bibliotheque Germanique, 4 Letter in which one of your Jewiſh 
Letters is criticis'd, As it is generally known that I am concern'd in 
that Fournal, you perhaps may have imagin' d that I was alſo concern d 
en the Publication of that Letter; which obliges me, Sir, to acquaint 
you that I had no hand in it, and that it was inſerted without my 
Knowledge. A long Indiſpoſition with. which I was ſtized in the Bi 
ginning of Autumn, and of which I am not as yet perfectly recovered, Fi 
put it out of my Power to direct the Journal: I only ſent the IX 
Sefion of the Anſwer to the Fournaliſts of Treyoux, and had no Con- 
cern in any other Part of it.. If I bad any Remarks to make upon = 
your Works, I certainly would communicate them to yourſelf; that - YG 
_ ard. is juſtly due to an Author, who, like you, is full of Wit, and i 
who has enrich'd the Publick with moſt agreeable and inſtructive Nor. 
continue, Sir, to deſerve the Eſteem of all honeſt Men who reliſh Truth 
and good Things; you have acquir'd all mine, &c. | 1 


BERLIN, Feb, 182 LIED 
nan De BEAUSOBRE. 
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I have read a Book, intitled, Letters concernin 
he French and the Engliſh, by a Swiſs, which paſ- 
ſes in this Country for a Maſter-piece, and meets 
with Encouragement in foreign Countries, tho”, 
to be plain with thee, I don't think it deſerves it. 
The Author affects to be witty, and to ſay pretty 
Things: This is his Foible, and it runs him into 
a Labyrinth of Divifions and Subdiviſions. Le 
beau, according to him, eſt pas toujours bon 
mais le bon doit etre beau. Les Francois wont que 
le bean. Leur beau ne vaut donc pas le bon, i. e. 
what's comely is not always good, but what's good 
mult be comely. The French have only the comely, 
but their comely is not equivalent to the good. 
Now the whole Tendency of this Hotch-potch 
of good and comely, and comely which is not good, 
is to prove that ae and ſome other eminent 


Authors, are mean Genius's, and ſcarce worth 


reading. In his Opinion, the Eugliſßs Comedies 
"mrs 


The Marquis d'“. Argent, I ſay, being reflected on as if he had 


alerted that there are no truly learn'd Men inSwrrzeriand, thought 
neceſſary in this Place to make Aaron Monceca's Apology as fol- 
Ows: © He was very much perſuaded to the contrary, but he 
** ſpokein general; and his Expreſſions, taken in their juſt Senſe, 
** cannot be otherwiſe interpreted, than that Men of Learning are 
* ſcarcer in Switzerland than in France and England, Whoever 
** imagines that Aaron Monceca wanted to diiparage the Swiſs, in 
* order to extol the French, knows nothing of his Sentiments ; for 
he allows that the former poſſeſs ſolid Treaſures, and the latter 
nothing but Tinſel. Can a true Philoſopher put any Talents 
in the Scale with Wiſdom and ſound Reaſoning ? Can the moſt 
{ſparkling Wit be compared to good Senſe? I read over this 
Letter three Times ſucceſſively, with a firm Reſolution to ſtrike 
out every thing that might occaſion the Complaints of certain 
People, and I could find nothing but what 1 have very often 
heard ſaid by two hundred Swiſs Officers or Merchants, Men of 
Wit and good Senſe : But who, judging of Things without Pre- 
judice, did not think that the blaming of the Faults of a Nation 
in general, was determining the Merit of every private Man, 
«© I repeat it again: Let this Letter be read with a philoſophical 
« Eye, and it will appear whether I intended to affront one of the 
« moſt reſpeQable Nations of Europe.“ 
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are deſpicable in the Eyes of good Judges; the”, 
as to the Belles-Lettres, it mult be acknowledge 
that Nation has diſtinguiſh'd itſelf, and e 
many excellent Pieces. In ſhort, my dear Mor. 
ceca, notwithſtanding the Approbation of this Boo 
by many People, I think it wretched, and writ in 
a bombaſtick, obſcure Stile, conveying no live! 
Idea to the Imagination, ſtuff*d with falſe Criticiſm; 
and erroneous Opinions. 

It would not be ſafe, where Jam, to fi peak ſo free- 
Iy of this Work: The People are ſtrangely pre- 
poſſeſs'd in its Favour, almoſt as much as of the 
Liberty of the Citizens, which they are for eve: 
ſounding in our Ears; tho' I muſt ſay, that thi; 
Liberty, about which they make ſuch a Clutter, 
extends only to People of a certain Rank: {or 
the Vulgar are in more Subjection here than in au 
other State. Every Bailiff in this Country is 4 
petty Sovereign, who ſtudies to make the beſt of 
his Office as long as he is in it; ſo that the People 
often groan under the Government of ſome Bailitts, 
whom they love as the Devil does Holy Water. 

All Countries, my dear Monceca, have their Good 
hg Bad; and ſhould we run over the different 
Forms of Government, we'll ſee that they ditter 
but in a very few Things: I mean the European 
Nations, out of which I except thoſe where the 


Inquiſition exerciſes its Fury, from which 004 
Lord deliver us! 
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A Piece of News is handed about here, no leſs 
1 diverting than extraordinary. *Zzs confidently 
reported, that the new King of Corſica has writ 10 
le Wife of the Archdutcheſs Mary Magdalen's 
\ | © Steward, to notiſy bis being elected King of Corſica, 
ad to deſire her to procure the neceſſary Paſſports 
Vr a Miniſter whom he intended to ſend to the 
Court of Vienna. 

If this News be true, I think good K. Theodore 


. R 


* has not his Equal in Impertinence and Folly. What 
Mortal is fitter for Bealaz than he who imagines 


BY that a Prince, ſuch as the Emperor, would receive 
| WY an Envoy or Embaſſador from a Parcel of Rebels 
who rather deſerve his Indignation than Protection, 
by abuſing his Goodneſs ia revolting a-new ſome 
Months after he had procur'd their Pardon from 

the Genoeſe; and only making.uſe of the Emperor's 

£2 favourable Diſpolition, the better to bring about the 
Crimes which they were contriving ? 
But, after all, tho” I ſhould admit, my dear Iſaac, 
that the Corſicaus were juſtly provok'd, by the Ty- 
ranny of the Gezoeſe, to riſe up in Arms; can one 
ſo much as harbour a Thought that the Court of 
Ml˖ienna would receive the pretended Envoys of a 
BE Knight-Errant, and a few louſy Highlanders, to 
the Prejudice of a Republick always protected by 
it? To afford an Aſyle to ſuch fort of People 
5 Would 
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would be a Stain upon the Majeſty of the Imperial 
Throne. Rebels are always odious to Princes, 
but when their Crimes are uſeful to them; and 
it may be very well ſaid, that, though Sovereigns 
love the T reaſon, yet they hate the Traitor. They're 
afraid of Monſters riſing in their own Dominions, 
ſuch as thoſe whom they find amongſt their Enc- 
mies; and if they ſometimes reward Villainy with 
one Hand, they endeavour to find out 2 Pretence 
to puniſh the Villain with the other. The Haniar ds 
greatly undervalued the Frexch, who, betraying their 
Country, abandon'd their lawful Sovereign. They 
made ule of them as Tools to their Deſigns ; but 
would, by no means, have truſted them with Places 
of Importance: They were too good Politicians 
not to know that they who could betray their law- 
ful Sovereign, would much more readily betray 
thoſe to whom Crimes alone have attach'd them. 

Let us only obſerve Men who have been juſtly 
tax'd with Violation of their Faith and Oatbs, 
we ſhall always find that they never ſtopp'd at 
the firſt Perjury, but by Degrees were familia- 
riz'd, nay harden'd, in Treaſon; ſo that tis at 
laſt become an Art and Science, and is chrilten'd 
State Policy. Fatal Blindneſs! which, under the 
Veil of an affected Precaution, conceals Fraud, 
Perjury and Diſſimulation. 

However hurtful to Society may be the perfidious 
Talent of artfully impoſing upon the honeſter Part 
of Mankind, yet we ſee that the Weak and Blind, 
by Prejudice, have beſtow'd great Encomiums up- 
on Men that deſerved the Fate of Perjurers. I hey 
who have extoll'd Sa, Ceſar, Mark Anthony, and 
ſeveral other Imitators of their Rapacity, approve 
the Conduct of diſtinguiſh'd Rogues, and cenſure 
that of little ones; as if it were a leſſer Evil to 
betray and deſtroy one's Country, than to ſteal an 
Ox or a Load of Corn, _ 
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Let People commend, as much as they pleaſe, the 
Valour, Courage, Reſolution, Prudence, Cc. of 
thoſe who, by Rebellion, have ruin'd their Country ; 
I no more admire thoſe Virtues in them, than I do 


the Boldneſs, Reſolution and Contrivances of & 
Highway-man. 


Honeſty is not wholly confin'd to ſimple Citi- 
zens; Princes alſo muſt make it their Profeſſion: 
is trifling to pretend, that their Condition requires 


Diſſimulation; there's a wide Difference between 
Diſhoneſty and a prudent, diſcreet Manner of go- 
verning. What Monarch govern'd his Dominions 
better than Lewis XII. the Father of his People? 
What Man was ever poſſeſs'd of more Candour 
and Honeſty? The Frankneſs and Sincerity of 
Ilenry IV. baffled all the vain Projects of the Spa- 
4% Politicians. N | 


They who imagine that a Prince's Greatneſs is 


0 be judg'd of by the Extent of his Deceit, are 


guilty of a grievous Miſtake. There's a vaſt Dif- 
terence between Wiſdom and Knavery ; and in this 
corrupt Age they have the fame Name, yet the 


wife Man eaſily diſtinguiſhes them. A King is 
under no Obligation to diſcover his Deſigns to the 
Enemy, he even ought carefully to conceal them: 
But then he ought not, by vain Promiſes, by the 
Attractives of a feign'd Reconciliation, and under 
the Veil of a counterfeit Friendſhip, to draw them 
into the Snares which he prepares for them. A 
great Soul, in whatever Station 'tis placed, always 


takes Virtue for its Guide. Crime is always Crime, 


and its Colour is unchangeable. He who lies of- 
feuds Heaven and himſelf. A Lie bas ſomethin 


ſo odious, that *ris below the Character of a Gentle- 
man to be guilty of it, in any Shape, or upon any 


wy Account. 
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The Nations which the Greeks treated as Bar. 
barians *, had nevertheleſs an utter Abhorrence to 
all ſort of Lying and Fraud. Herodotus does them 
this Juſtice: The Perſians, ſays he, greatly deſpiſe 
thoſe who falſify their Word, for which Neaſon, 
they train up their Children, from five to twenty 
five, in nothing but to ſhoot with a Bow, to rite, 
aud to ſpeak the Trath f. What Misfortunes in 
Life might be prevented, were Men but Slaves to 
their Oaths, and faithtul in the Execution of their 
Promiſes ! How might the Univerſe be bleſs'd with 
Peace and I ranquillity ! Kings would have always 
faithful Subjects true to their Oaths of Allegiance; 
and Sovereigns, on the other hand, careful to per- 
form what they promis'd at their Acceſſion, would 
become the Fathers of their People always ready 
to obey, being ſure that nothing ſhall be requir'd 
of them but what is juſt and equitable. 

May all thoſe periſh who are for exempting Mo- 
narchs from what is their greateſt Security upon 
the Throne. By inculcating the pernicious Maxim, 
that they may diſpenſe with the Performance of 
their Engagements, what dangerous Examples do 
they lay before their Subjects? From this deteſtable 
Principle have ſprung all the inteſtine Wars that 
have ſo long diſtracted moſt of the European Na- 
tions. The unbounded Power with which Flat- 
terers have made Kings imagine they were veſted, 
hath often undone both them and their Dominions. 

How happy is that Prince, my dear Iſaac, who, 
amidſt the Pomp and Splendour of his Court, pre— 
ſerves a Heart that diſdains Fraud and Treachery, 
and who has Honeſty in ſuch high Eſteem, that he 
protects and recommends it to his Subjeas, by Ex- 
ample as well as Precept! He becomes the Dar- 
ling of Cotemporaries, and the Admiration of Po— 

| ſterity. 

*The Perſians, &c. ft Hiſtory of Herodotus, Lib. I. Pag. 6s. 
tranflated by du Nyer. 
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ſterity. They to whom the Education of Princes 
is committed, cannot be over-caretul to inſpire 
them with Candour and Sincerity, fince from this 
Source flow all the Virtnes. A tamous Nazarene 
Pontiff * who form'd the Infancy of a great 
Prince f, wrote a Book for the Inſtruction of 
Kings #, worthy to be preſerv'd in a Caſe of Gold, 

ſuch as Alexander kept Homer's Works in: He 
mark'd out Leſſons tor Sovereigns, taught them 
the Art of reigning over Heacts, and of arriving at 
a greater Height of ablolute Power, by Virtue and 
juſtice, than by all the refin'd Politicks of Italy; 
which Country has produced ſome Authors whole 
dangerous Works have been look d upon as Maſter- 
pieces. Machiadel, among others, has diſtinguiſh'd 
himſelf by his political Writings ; ; but were Ja So- 
vereign, I would cauſe all his Performances to be 
burn'd, becauſe their whole I endency is to prove 
thatV irtue mult yield to Precaution, and be faccific'd 
to it upon Occaltion. The Pretence of Princes being 
tied down to Politicks, and that they are '1 alcnts 
ablolutely neceſſary tor them, can never jultity the 
Uſe of ſuch Books, I have already ſhewn that 
true Wiidom ought to deſpiſe all Rules that pre- 
tend to teach how the Yoke of Virtue and Honour 
is to be ſhaken off. A King may vanquith his Ene- 
mies, by a ſuperior Conduct and Prudence, without 
having Recourſe to Fraud and Perjury : He may 
keep his Subjects in their Doty, without reducing 
them ro Slavery. MNezther Art nor Learning, ſays 
2 famous Nazareze Author, are neceſſary for the 
Exeraſe of Tyrauny. Of what Ule then are all 
the Books of extravagant Politicks, eſpecially as 
Works are not wanting $, which teach us to do 
by Virtue all that can be done by Artifice? | 


N42 Theſe 


* Archbiſhop of Cambray, Duke of Burgundy, t Aaven- 
tures Of Telemachus. 8 Telemachus, 


136 Jewisn LETTERS. 


Theſe, my dear Iſaac, are my Sentiments of tk 
Policy ſo much boaſted by the Italians. Had th 
Genoeſe but entertain'd the ſame Notions, and, in. 
ſtead of reducing the Cotſicans to a lamentable Con— 
dition in order to diſable them from riſing, treated 
them in a more gentle Manner, they had done their 
Buſineſs much better. But, be that as it will, tho; 
are now put to a Non- -plus, and the Lord Then:ure 
gives them vaſt Uneaſineſs: He has block'd up tome 
of the Towns of the Iſland, is Maſter of the open 
Country, and will, perhaps, ſoon undertake ſome- 
thing of Conſequence. Lis affured, that three 
Ships have appear'd on the Coaſt of Corſica without 
any Flag, and that they are laden with Ammunition, 
which comes very opportunely to his Af iltance 
If this be true, from whence came thoſe Ships? 
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Has the Conjurer, Merlin, ſent them from the Fr. 4 
zunate Iſland? Nobody can tell; but fome People u 
pretend that they came from the Road of Barceliaa: xe 
And, if it be fo, the Comedy draws to a Concluſion, P 
and the fifth Act will ſpeedily commence. Tho 5 
the unravelling of this Piece muſt be very enter- iſ I 5 
taining, yet I icarce think the Genoeſe will be va; b 
merry upon it: Nevertheleſs we muſt wait yea Wi p 
while before any real Diſcovery can be made, r t 
any thing that has the Appearance of Truth advan- ÞW# ( 
ced upon the Head. If it be certain that ſome \'cl- t. 
ſels have brought Succours to King Theodore, tie 1 7 
Place from whence they ſail'd will direct the Con- 1 
jectures; but if this remains a Secret, People cin WF « 


only guels in the dark. Notwithſtanding what Fo- p 
licicians ſay, who talk of this Affair as if his Cor- 
fican Majelty had admitted them into his Secret; WR x 
this is only certain, that, whatever Turn it may take FT 
his Reign will be but ſhort. 8 | 

Farewel, my dear {ſaac; may Proſperity aud 
Happineſs attend thee. 


5 4g. TOEETE 
Paris, , 
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. LETTER LIV. 

re F 


Isaac Oxnis ro AARON MONCECA:,. 


Y firſt Letter from Egypt muſt have given 
thee a general Idea ot the Ruins of Alexax- 
 dria; but now that I am better acquainted with 
what is remarkable than I was at that T'ime, 1 ſhalt 
endeavour, in this Letter, to be more particular. 

I be preſent Alexandria is the ſecond Town built 
out of the Ruins of the ancient City, which the 
Arabians, à People accuſtom'd to live in the Fields 
under Tents, and hating Towns, did not much 
regard when taken by them. They look'd upon 
t Palaces as Priſons, nd pull'd down the molt mag- 
> nificent, making ule of the Materials for building 
© Houſes; which, ſtrictly ſpeaking, were nothing 
dut ſorry Cottages: As for the Columns and other 


pieces of Architecture, they were preſerved for 
their Moſques. Thus was the ancient and vaſt ” 
City of Alexandria deſtroyed, and more Rubbiſh J. 
to de found within its Walls than inhabited Houſes. ie! 
Ihe Mahometan Princes reduced its Circumference 

in proportion to the Diminution of the Inhabitants. 
One of Saladin's Succeſlors made uſe of the Ruins 110 
of the old City abandon'd, for building the new ts 
one, not above ten Italian Miles in Compaſs: So {4 
that the Walls of this modern Alexandria, with fy 
"| 7 the hundred Towers, were partly built out of the 5 
i | Z Ruins of Palaces ; and are ſo contriv'd, being double, N 


that the Soldiers, Who guard the Place, may go 
round it, without being expos'd to Inſults, either 
N 3 from 
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from within or without. The Towers are vary reſe 
large, and of a prodigious Height, and each of then tati 
will contain about five hundred Men, having a- tov 


bove an hundred Rooms, all vaulted like thoſe of by 
ſome Caſerns which I have ſeen in Germany; tz an- 
that a Garriſon of fifty thouſand Men might be pu; no 
into this new Alexandria without the leaſt Inco;,. pre 
modity to the Inhabitants, from which thou'lt Judge W Ci 
of the vaſt Extent of the ancient City. 28 
Some People pretend that the Walls of Alexa. Mr * 
dria ſubſiſted' in the Time of the Romans; but ſuch 
an Aſſertion procceds from an entire Ignorance of 
Hiſtory : For, not to mention how much lels the 
Extent of this City muſt have been than what we 
know it was at that Time, a Man mult be blind 
that is not convinc'd, by his own Obſervation, that 
theſe Walls could not have been built either by the 
Greeks or the Romans, but muſt have been rear'd 
up out of the Spoils and Ruins of the ancient City; 
and this plainly appears from the vaſt Number of 
broken Pieces of Marble and Pillars, with Stones 
here and there intermix'd. But after all, my dear 
Monceca, this modern Alexandria, which I have juſt 
now mentioned, is not the preſent Alexandria; in 
the former there are ſcarce two hundred Inhabi- 
tants, and 'tis fo deſerted, that in the Night-time, 
and early in a Morning, there's no going in it with - 
out running the Hazard of being robb'd. MW 
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Et le bois le moins ſur, & le moins frequente, 
Eſt au prix de ſes mars un lieu de ſurete. 

| 8. E. 
TheWoods where Robbers uſe to hunt for Prey, 
Are not ſo bad as this deſerted Town. 


The ancient Buildings which ſubfiſted there ha- 
ving been partly deſtroyed by Time, and partly by 
Wars; the People; weary of dwelling einne 

F relolve 
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tation, and have accordingly, by Degrees, removed 
towards that Place call'd the New Harbour, cloſe 
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reſolved to ſeek out for a more agreeable Habita- 


by the Sea-fide ; where they founded a third Alex- 


andria, and quite abandon'd the ſecond, in which 
nothing almoſt now remains but ſome Moſques, 


preſerv'd for the Sake of their Beauty. This new 
City is as much inferior to the ſecond Alexandria, 
as the ſecond was to the ancient and true one. 
Tis my Opinion, my dear Moxceca, that as with 
Men, ſo with Empires ; they riſe to a certain Height, 


then fall by Degrees, and are at laſt totally ruin'd. 
Thus the Oriental Empire paſs'd from the Perſians 
to the Greeks, from the Greeks to the Romans, and 
from the Romans to the Turks. Who knows to 
whom it will belong ſome Ages hence? Or who 
can determine when a Revolution may happen ? 
Me ſee the Birth of new Empires as ſudden as that 
of Men, and a perfect Reſemblance in the Quick- 
neſs of their Fall. Had a Man, forty or fifty Years 
before the Reign of Alexander, declared to the Ma- 
©: cedonians that they ſhould be Maſters of all Aſia and 
ga Part of Europe, he would certainly have been 
look'd upon as a Madman. The Thing happen'd 
ſo ſuddenly, that the Facts wanted the Certainty 


which we have for them not to paſs for down- 


right Romances. 


If the late King of Sueden had not loſt that fa- 


H mous Battle, which preſerv'd his Rival on the 


Throne, what Countries might he not have ſub- 
dued? On the other hand, what a ſudden Revolu- 
tion might not have happen'd, if, when the ſaid 
King of Sweden was a Fugitive in Turkey, a Par- 
cel of Peaſants, pick'd up in Haſte and mounted 


upon Horſes, many of them without Sadles or 


Bridles, had not defeated the Daues, who were at- 
tempting to penetrate into Sweden, deſtitute of Mo- 
ney and Troops, without a King, and without 

Hopes 


< 
— 
f — 
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Hopes of Succours. To what a low Ebb was al. 
that Glory of Charles XII. reduc'd? He ran the 
Risk of being with the Grand Seignior, what the 
Pretender is with the Sovereign Pontiff. 

If Lewis XIV. had gain'd the Battle of Hochſtett, 
what muſt have become of the Empire? I don't 
pretend to determine; but I think that it ran the 
ſame Risk as when the Tarks beſieged Vienna: Ang 
France, for its part, would have. been but in a bad 
Way, had not the Marſhal Villars beat the Allies 
at Denain. All Empires, ſometime or other, have 
undergone dangerous Shocks; and though they 
have ſtood them, who knows but that in the Seque! 
they may be rent and tore to Pieces ? 

When the Hans, Goths, Vandals, and People from 
the Northern Provinces, ravag'd the Cauls and Italy, 
they turn'd upſide down, and deſtroy'd almoſt all 
the Dominions where they palſs'd ; ſo that Europe 
quite chang'd its Form. What are become of the 
ancient Romans? In modern Rome there are per- 
haps none other but the Deſcendants of Gozhs, Hun: 
and Gazls, and not a Drop of the old Roman Blood 
remaining. 

I can't therefore think myſelf miſtaken, my dear 
Monceca, in ſaying, that as ſoon as an Empire riſes 
to a certain Height, it diminiſhes inſenſibly: And 
were I even to add, that it is ſometimes with Em- 


Pires as with the Favourites of Fortune, who are 


often precipitated with the ſame Rapidity as they 
roſe to their Grandeur, I ſhould not reckon myſeli 
guilty of over-ſtretching. 

The Swzſs,'tis true, have ſubſiſted for many Ages, 
without any very material Changes ; becauſe, entire- 
ly attach'd to the Preſervation of their Liberty and 
their Country, they have withſtood the blind Am- 
bition of making Conqueſts. 
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Lenice and Genoa, by endeavouring to enlarge 7 


their Dominions; have reduc'd themſelves to a me- 


lancholy 


how 
— 


— 


C3 K . o — 


— — 


4s 
5 DO M 
3 
iv 
nd 
G * Y 
Ex 
why o 
3 
of 4 
FT 
: Ax 
nl 
9 
We. 
| 
i*. 


JEWISEH LETTERS. 141 


jancholy Situation. In one Age the former loſt two 
Kingdoms “; and but a few Years ago a flourith- 
ing Province F was taken from it: But perhaps 
the Mediocrity to which it is now reduc'd will be 
a Means of its Tranquillity and Happineſs. The 
latter is reduc'd to its laſt Shift, having but juſt loſt 
Cor/ica, and in a fair Way ſoon to meet with the 
unhappy Fate of the Republick of Lucca. That 
proud Genoa, which formerly made the Emperors 
of Conſtantiple tremble t, cannot now defend itſelf 
againſt a meer Knight-Errant $, at the Head of a 
few wretched Peaſants, half naked and half ſtarv'd. 

Mediocrity ſometimes contributes as much to 
the Continuance and Preſervation of States, as it 
does to the Tranquillity and Felicity of the People. 
The Datch have that wiſe Maxim, not to be am- 
bitious of making Conquetts. The Government 
of the United Provinces may be compared to a 
Maſter of a Family, a Man of Integrity and Ho- 


nour, who, content to leave his Children an Inhe- 


ritance improved to the beſt Advantage, ſeeks not 
to encroach upon his Neighbour's Property. 

I could wiſh that ſome one or other might find 
out a good Argument to juſtify the Thetts of noted 
Robbers, I ſhould, in that Caſe, believe Julius Cæ- 


EZ ſar and Alexander to be honeſt Men; but till then 


I'm tempted to look upon them as illuſtrious Bri— 
gaads, who had ſeveral excellent Qualities, but all 
darken'd by an invincible Inclination to Robbery. 
Why! is it leſs criminal to rob a town than to 
ſteal a Cabbage? Cicero attempted to prove the E- 
quality of Sins; but he never preſum'd to carry 
the Paradox ſo far as to maintain that it was leſs 
criminal to rob a great deal than to take a 1 
, 


* Gprus and Candia, The Morea, t The Genoeſe were once 
Maſters of Pera, one of the principal Suburbs of Cenſf ant neple. 
s The Baton de Neuhof 
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But, to return to Alexandria, a Traveller may 
ſtill ſee, within the Incloſure of its Walls, Pieces 


of Architecture which Judges mult admire. Such 


is that noble Colomnade towards the Middle of 
the City, conſiſting of a Row of Pillars ſtill erect, 
and of an extraordinary Size and Height, and form- 
ing an Oval, in the Middle of which was the mot 
magnificent Square of Alexandria. The prodigious 
Ruins which lie contiguous to this Colomnade, lee; 
to denote, that the moit beautiful Palaces of the 
ancient City fronted that ſtately Piece of Architc- 
Cture, or, perhaps, that their Front Walls were 
built upon the ſaid Pillars, and ſo torm'd the Por- 
tico's under which the People walk'd. 

Next to this famous Monument, the greatel: 
Curioſities are the two Obelisks, or Pyramids, al- 
crib'd to Cleopatra; of which one is ſtill erect, and 
the other thrown down and half bury'd in the Sand. 
The four Sides of theſe Pyramids are full of bie- 
roglyphical Figures, which give us now but very 
obſcure Ideas of what they repreſented to the Au- 
cients in ſpeaking Characters. 

The famous Column of Pompey is another Piece 
of Antiquity to be admired : Of allthe magniacent 
Antiquities of Alexandria, and its Neighbournood, 
nothing remains ſo entire as this Column; its Pro- 


portions are ſo beautiful, that the niceſt Eye can 


find no Defe&t in them. It conſiſts of three Pieces, 
of which the Chapiter makes one, the Shaft and 
three Feet of the Baſe form the ſecond, and the 
Remainder of the Baſe the third; ſo that. we ma) 
reckon eighty Feet between the Baſe and Chapiter, 
and a hundred and ten for the whole Elevation, 
which makes it the higheit and biggelt in the World. 

But theſe ancient Monuments, my dear Monceca, 
mult one Day undergo the Fate of many others 
that have preceded them. Time has already given 
them terrible Shocks, and will at latt quite 9 

B 
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lin them, leaving the World in Ignorance by whom 
they were erected. The Names of Pompey and 
Cleopatra found on theſe Pillars, is not an abſo- 
jute Proof that they were ſet up by them, nor know 
we upon what Foundation they are ſo called. 
Neither Sovereigns nor private Perſons are im- 
mortaliz'd by Temples, Palaces or triumphal Ar- 
ches: Great Actions, or ingenious Writings, can 
only preſerve our Memories from Oblivion *. 
What Number of Monuments have been deſtroy'd 


ſince Alcibiades, Themiſtocles, Miltiades, and thoſe 
other illuſtrious Greeks, whoſe famous Actions 
have tranſmitted them to lateſt Poſterity ! What 


| Temples, what Palaces have been laid low ſince 
the Death of Homer! That illuſtrious Genius ſtill 
lives among us; and is now the Darling of all Na- 
tions, as he was formerly of Greece. But, to con- 
dlude this Letter, I may venture to ſay, that only 
the meaner Sort, whoſe Ialents are loſt in the 


dark 


Fxegi monumentum ave perennius, 
Regali ſitu pyramidum altins 
Quod non timber edax, non Aquilo impotens 
Poſſit diruere, au! innumerabilis | 
cAnnorum ſeries, & fuga temporum, 
Non omnis moriar; multaque pars mti 
Vitabit Libitmam : Uſque ego poſtera 
Creſcam laude vecen: 3 dum capitolium 
Scandet cum tacita wirgine pontiſex. 


Hor, Ode XXX, Lib, 111, 
Thus paraphras'd : 


More ſtrong than Braſs, a Monument more high 

Than E:ypr's royal Pyramids, have I 

Rais'd up; which Floods of Rain, nor Northern Blaſt, 
Nor poſting Time, nor fleeting Years, can waſte, 
Death's fatal Sithe may reach the tender Heart, 

But has no Pow'r to touch the better Part: 

New Wreaths, new Laurels and harmonious Lays, 
From Age to Age, ſhall crown my Shade with Praiſe; 
Till the High Prieſt, and ſilent Maid give o'er, 

T', aſcend the Capitol, and Gods adore, 
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dark Night of Time, endeavour to perpetuate then 
Names by huge Piles of Stones and Marble. 


Adieu, my Friend; may Health, Proſperity and 
Happineſk attend thee. 


„““ 
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LETTER LXXV. 
JAc oB BRITO AARON MONCECA, 


'M now got to Lyons, from whence I propoſ: 
| to let out directly for Montpellier, where 1 te- 
ſolve to make but a ſhort Stay, that I may get to 
Spain as ſoon as poſſible. I find, by my own Ex 
perience, that the Remarks in thy Letters upon the 
Manners and Cuſtoms of the Fench, were extrem:- 
ly judicious and juſt, and I now reap the Advan- 
tage of the Ideas which I had before I came among 
them; for I can look upon many Things very cob. 
ly, which otherwile would have been molt 1uc- 
priſing. 

At the Inn where I lodge there are two Par:/::; 
Jauſeniſts, banith'd to Lyons by an Order from 
Court. There's nothing ſo merry as their Din 
putes with a young Abbot who hopes to get 1 
Benefice by the Intereſt of the Jeſuites. I confeß 
that he richly deſerves his Reward, if fighting witt: 
undaunted Bravery for the Party, againſt all Comers. 
ought to intitle him to it. When Arguments tai, 
he has Recourſe to Invectives; and did we not 
often reſtrain his Impetuoſity, he would collar 


one of his Antagonilts, and ſo decide the Diſpute 
at Fiſty-cuffs. 
Two 


* 
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Two or three Days ago, a Prieſt, who is a bit- 
ter Enemy to the Jefuites, happen'd to dine with 


us: „ Pm inform'd, ſaid he, from Dole, that Fa- 
ther Girard bas wrought ſeveral Miracles fince 
his Death. If this be true, there's not a Rogue 
| * hang'd or broke upon the Wheel but may do 
* & the lame: The Gibbets and Gallows of Maut 
| & faxcon will make admirable Catacombs ; and Re- 


& licks Will turn a meer Drug. Youre a Block- 


head, (ſays the Nenn. Abbot to this Janſeniſt Prieſt) 


„ and it you had what you delerve, you would be 


- * tuck'd up by the Neck to thoſe Gibbets you talk 


ot, in Company with your darling Father Nice, 


Cadiere, and all her roguiſh Family. I'll call 
the Landlady, and let her know that ! will 
% leave her Houle if ſhe receives Perſons excom=- 

© municated, zpſo facto, and Adherents of ſuch a 

Ez © Heretick as the Impoſtor Paris. Me-thinks, my 

little Prig, azſwer'd the Janſeniſt, you take it 

upon a very high Cliff. No higher than 1 ought, 

EZ © replied the fiery little Abbot ; an 10 | {wear by ny 

Band and Caflock, that if ever you are ſo impu- 

dent as to decl: aim againſt Men of Worth in my 

BS © Preſence, I ſhall know how to tilence you. 

Fou! a motty nos'd Boy, replied the Janſeniſt, 

make me hold my Tongue, when the Reſpect J 


owe to my Prince can't reſtrain me. By FJrpiier 


© Hammon! I want much to ſee how you'll make 
it out. The Thing is eaſy, ſaid the Abbot; and 
23 © if you fay but a Word more I'll {top your Mouth 
with this Plate, directly let drive at your thick 
skull. Odds bobs! a Plate at my Head! A 
Plate at the Head of a Batchelor of the Sor- 
bonne, thou little Excrement of Loyola! I'll teach 
A theeto know thy Betters.“ With that he ſnatch'd 


a Bottle, and if two Officers, who laugh'd, ready 
to burſt themſelves, at this Eccletiaſtical Challenge, 


had not been ſo g00d- -natur'd as to check tae Fury 
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of the two Antagoniſts, I ſhould have been a quiz 
Spectator of a molt bloody Combate. 
When the Champions were a little compoy'g, 


& Genlemen, ſaid one of the Officers, you don't oh. 


« ſerve, in your Squabbles, the Rules of the mi 
<« litary Art. Before People proceed to Violence, 
< they ought to jultify, by a Manifeſto, their Mo 
<« tives for declaring War. This is the Practice 
«K of Sovereigus. As for you, Sir, we ſee plainly 
« that you're an Enemy to Father Girard and tli 
“ Teſuites: Let us know your Reaſons, and then 
c the other Gentleman will tell us his. Wha 
% muſt 1 ſay, replied the Janſenilt ; are you ignor- 
« ant of what all the World knows! ? Is it poſi]; 
cc not to exclaim againſt a Man who has mad: 
« Religion a Cloak for his Debauchery, who hz; 
« abus'd his Character of Confeflor to ſeduce his 
« Penitent, and who, by Sorcery, or ſome oth: 
« Aſſiſtance from the Devil, has obtain'd Favour, 
ce as often as he pleas'd, without her being able to 
« deny him.” 

The Abbot, whoſe Blood boil'd in his Veins to 
hear ſuch a heavy Charge, had not Patience till his 
Antagoniſt emptied his Budget. © Father Girard 
c ſaid he, is innocent in the Eyes of all thoſe wh! 
ce are not biaſs'd by Malice and Prejudice. He ha: 


< fallen a Sacrifice to a hellith Plot hatch'd by three 


« Fiends, Father Nrcolas, Father Cadiere, an 
« the Minx his Siſter. The Jauſeniſts intended, bj 
„ loſing one of the principal Members of an ly: 


* 


« ſtrious Society, to give it a mortal Blow. Thc | 


©«< Scandal brought upon Religion was of no Con 


&« {ideration with them, provided they could but 


« cruſh their Enemies. 


« Theſe then, Gentlemen, ſaid one of the Officers, | 


&« are your reciprocal Reaſons, which, in my Op 
& nion, are equally falſe. In the firſt place, I ſhall 
« anſwer yours (continued be, addreſſing _ : 

6 thy 
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« the Janſeniſt): You pretend that Father Girard, 
“ abuſing his Character, render'd his Penitent de- 
« moniack, and debauch'd her. Now | ſhall en- 
« deavour to prove one of two Things, either that 
« Father Girard did not ſeduce Miſs Caarere, or 
„ that ſhe was as willing as himſelf. 

« If the Counſil for Father Gerard had been al- 
« low'd to plead upon the Topick of natural Rea- 


fon, and had not been forc'd to adopt, as an Ar- 
'« ticle of Faith, a ridiculous Notion founded en— 


« tirely upon the Writings of certain vilionary 
„Monks, and the filly Sermons of Country Cu- 
« rates, they would have flatly rejected the Notion 
« of Magicians, or that Witchcratt could deter— 


„ mine the Will. I fhail tuppoſe that a Philolo- 


„ pher, directed by Reaion, was pleading Father 


« Grrard's Cauſe before the Parliament of Pro— 


« rexce: Is it poſſible (world he ſay) that a Man, 


te in high Eſteem for his Virtue during fifty Years, 
« thould be accus'd of the moit enormous Crime; 


and that one only Reaſon ſhould be adduced, 


te directly claſhing with our molt evident Notions ? 


Then calling ſcund Philoſuphy to his Aſſiſtance, 
thus continues: Let us ice, Gentlemen, if it was 
in Father G:rrard's Power to direct this Girl's 


« Will, to throw her into Trances, to imprint 


Marks in her Body, to make her ſweat Blood, 
and to cauſe Crowns of Thorns ſprout from her 


Head, he all the while abſent, aud only acting 


Lo eG 


N 


"Ss vs > 
A 


by the Means of Philtres. 


is certain that ſeveral Liquors may produce 
© extraordinary Effects in us, and greatly diforder 
{© the whole of our Frame, by impeding its natural 
and uſual Operations. | his we ſee verified by 
« the Effects of Medicines and ſubtle Poiſons, 


» © which kill with the fame Quickneſs as a Dagger 


& {tuck into the Heart, and are unanſwerable 
&« Proofs of the Power that certain Philtres have 
Q-2 « to 


. 


> 
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« to act upon our Senſes. But is it not highly. 
« ſurd to maintain that they produce Effects con— 
trary to Nature, and change the very Effence gt 
„Things? Is it not ridiculous to lay, that a Po- 
« tion can produce Wood and Thorns in a Per 
« ſon's Brain, make them ſprout out upon We 
ſion, and ſhrink back again into the fame Brain, 
as into their proper Cale? 1 cannot here omit 
taking Notice of that certain Axiom receiv'd by 
all Philoſophers. A Thing cauuot communi- 
« cate What it has not. Now, how can a Li. 
« quor produce Wood, and form Mils Cade: 
« Crown? For when ſhe was in the famous I 'rance 
wherein appear'd that miraculous Crown, 'tis a- 
« greed that Father Girard was abſent: It mus 
ce therciore be own'd, that the Philtres not being 
able to produce thoſe Thorns, nor Father GC. 
« preſent to fix them, Mliſs herſelf muſt have plac'd 
« them. In ſhort, I can't help thinking, that when 
« ſhe ſhew'd away, fhe went at leaſt Halves win 
« the Reverend Father to impoſe upon the Public; 
& and I defy any rational Man to think other wile. 
is the Height of Folly to aflert that Father 
&« Girard, as powerful as God himſelf, was able 
« to determine Miſs Cadiere's Will by a ſuperna- 
tural Motion, ſo as that from Neceſſity it mult 
yield to the Conteilor's Deſires. All the Philtres 
and Love-potions in the World can never re- 
duce and determine the Will to a fix'd Point. 
Matter cannot act but upon Matter: How then 
can any liquid Draught act directly upon the Will, 
to produce 4 certain and determinate Effect? i 
can't be; and therefore only operates by the Sen- 
lations and Jitillations which it may occaſion in 
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„the bodily Part. Thus Philtres may heat the 


Blood, diſpoſe the Spirits to Love, and excite 
carnal 'Detires ; ; but they don't determine the Per- 
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ſon who takes them to one Object more than to 
another. | 

« The Will remains free, and, by diſpoſing the 
Heart to ſoft Deſires, a Stranger may be as readily 
admitted as a Lover. Whimſy and Caprice ab- 


« ſolutely diſpoſe of Favours which the Agitations 


of the Spirits and libidinous Deſires have render'd 
eaſy to obtain; and therefore Cadiere might have 
as well render'd another Man happy. All Fa- 
ther Girard's Love-potions did not force her to 
determine herſelf in his Favour, much leſs to fall 


in ſo cleverly with the Frauds and Miracles 


which, as I have already proved, could not be 
operated but by a ſtudied 1 rick of our pretend- 
ed female Saint. 
« Confeſs then, ye Gentlemen of Janſenius, that 
Miſs's Frances, Raptures and Prodiyies, were 
meer Inventions to ruin that Jeſuit, or that ſhe 
was Partner with him in all his Impoſtures ; 
chuſe you which : But in either of the Cafes you 
mult allow, that the pretended Saint, for whom 
you are ſo zealous, deſerves your Comtempt ra- 
ther than Eſteem. 
« Now as for you, Monſieur “Abbe, (continued 
the Officer) let me tell you in ſober Sadneſs, that 
Father Girard ought by no means to find an Ad- 
vocate in one of your ſtrict Morals. You'll readi- 
ly grant that he was no Fool: He was a Jeſuit, 
and a Jeſuir eſteem'd by the Society, conſequently 
a Man of Wit and Cunning. Pray tell me then, 
Sir, if you believe that a Perſon, who has no In- 
tention of impoting upon the Publick, by affect- 
ing to be the Dupe himſelf, could give into all this 
Female's Extravagancies; and twenty or thirty 
other pious Ladies, who, without the Benefit of 
Philtres, were at leaſt as much hated as our He- 
roine. That heavenly Creature, Batarel, the prin- 
cipal and moſt illuſtrious of our good Jeſuit's 
O3 „female 
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* Being interrogated, If he did not kiſs Miſs Batarel at (:- 


female Saints, had the Pleaſure now and then t9 


caſe her ſcorching Flame by amorous Kites: | 


"This is a Fact which he himſelf acknowledyes *, 
Now, Sir, can it enter into your Head, that 1 
Prieit, chaſt, prudent and zealous for Religion, 
would ſuffer a ripe, buxom Wench to clap hin 
in her Arms, and ſmother him with her Killes? 
For Shame! confeſs, that if your Father G:7a-; 
was neither a Magician, nor guilty of ſpirit] 
Inceſt, he was at leaſt a great Knave and a con— 
ſummate Hypocrite. I would not have you, how- 
ever, to imagine that, by accuſing your Friend, 
my Intention is to juſtify his Adverſary, Father 
Nicolas; he was at leaſt as guilty as the other, 
and not near ſo ſcrupulous: For the Jeſuit ii!! 
kept up to a certain Decency, having always 
a ipiritual Pretence for what he did; even tho 
he had taken a Fancy to kits the Wound uncc: 
Miſs Cadiere's Left Bubby, when he was gazing 
on it in Extaſy and Raptures, though ſtill ſo po- 
litick, that in this, as in all other Familiarities with 
his female Penitents, he conſtantly preſerv'd th: 
auſtere and pious Look 4. But the Carmelite 
kept up to the Character of his Order, that is t9 


« tay, 


dicre's Houſe? anſwer'd, That the Evening before his Departur: 
for Oulioulle, having gone to take Leave of Cadiere, Batare! hip- 


pen'd to be there, and deſit'd to ſpeak with him a Word or tvo Þ 


in another Room, where they were no ſooner got than ſhe (hut 
the Door on a ſudden, and embrac'd the Reſpondent without 
ſaying a Word; upon which he directly flung out of her Arms. 


General Collection of the Pieces relatin: to Miſs Cadiere*s Proceſs, &c. | 
Interrogat 149, Tom, V. Pag. 40. 


t Being interrogated, If he never kiſs'd that Wound? an- 


ſwer'd, No; but that if he had thought it proper to kiſs the 
Ulcer, he ſhould have only done it, in Imitation of the Saints, 


from a Principle of Religion, or for Mortification, c, 
Tom, V. Pag. 34. As : 
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„ ſay, went roundly to Work, without ſanding 
« upon I rifles, or mincing the Matter *. 

« Come, Monſieur “Abbe, hang Pinch, and fair- 
„iy OWN, that your Zeal tor this Child 'of Loyola 
« js monſtrous: To be plain with you, a Man 
« muſt be very fond of defending ſtrange Para- 
« doxes who offers to juſtity him. The Publick 


„ has very much exclaim'd againſt the Parliament 


« for acquitting thoſe three Perſons, but ſince it 
“ did not puniſh them all three alike, I think the 
« Decrce was right.“ 

Though this Officer's Reaſons ſeem'd to ſtrike 
home, neither the little Abbot nor the Janſeniſt were 
pleas'd with them, however they parted with Fury 
iparkling in their Eyes. 

The Hour of the Poſt's going draws nigh, and 
I muſt conclude with a plain Adieu. 


EE TTL EEE 
| Lyons, 


* *Tis prov'd in ſeveral Parts of the Proceſs, that Father Ni- 
cola had a firong Inclination to debauch Miſs cadiere; and 
that in the Country they both lay in the ſame Chamber, collect. 
Tom, V. Pag. 103. 
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LETTER IXXVI. 


AARON MON CECA ff Jacos BRITO, 


RECEIVED thy Letter from Lyons, and was 
mightily diverted with the Adventure of the an- 
ſeniſt and little Abbot. I he Officer who endea- 
vour'd to reconcile them ſeems to be a Man of 
good Senfe, and to have a very juſt Notion of the 
Aftair of the Jeſuit G:rard. I always thought that 
there was $ Villaing and Impoſture upon both r 
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for it plainly appears, by ſome of Cadiere's Diſpo- 
ſitions, that her being bewitch'd was nothing but 
a meer Contrivance: Yet, howloever abſurd the 


Accuſation of Inchantment muſt appear to be, it 


was abſolutely neceſſary, becauſe otherwiſe Father 
Girard could not have been attack'd. Had Cadicre 


been convicted of being a Partner in his Crimes, 


ſhe would have been liable to Puniſhment, the Dread 
of which would have forced her to Silence; but 
as ſhe was no free Agent, but determin'd by a ſu— 
perior Power, no Guilt could be imputed to her, 
but the whole chargeable upon the Devil and the 
Conjurer. 

The Nazarexes have ſuch a ſtrong Faith in Sor- 
ceries, Witchcraft, and the like, that by this Means 
they can be made to believe the moſt abſurd Things; 
ſo that Impoſture, if it can but get under the Veil 
of Obſeſſion or Poſſeſſion, becomes that Moment 
a Miracle, and an Effect of the immediate Will of 
the Deity. There's nothing more diverting than 
the Converſations betwixt ſome Monks and De- 
moniacks, when the former are laying of evil 
Spirits: They enter into a thouſand little Familia- 
rities with Mr. Devil, who is not behind with them 
in cracking of Jokes; ſo that one would take Bel- 
⁊ebub tor a Merry-Andrew, and Satan for a po— 
lite, well-bred Beau. The original Terms uſed in 
one of thoſe infernal Converſations will, I ſuppoſe, 
divert thee: Here they follow, and 'tis a Monk 

Siſter Boneventure being poſſeſs'd by a Devil, na- 
ned Artaxa, came to me to be confeſs'd, and withal 
told me that ſhe would go to none other. 


N. B. This Devil wanted much to have a Chat 


with me *, | By 


* A true Account of whas pals'd at the exorciſing of certain 
Nuns of the Town of Lowviers, by the Reverend Father Ce. 
publiſh*d at Paris by Permiſſion, Aune 1643, Tag. 30. & 31, 
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By this thou ſee'ſt, my dear Brito, that the Na- 
zurege Monks know all the Devils by Name and 
Surname ; and that the latter have ſuch a Kindneſs 
tur the honeſt Friars, that they court all Oppor— 
tunities to converſe with them. I can't help think- 
ing that there's ſomething of a Sympathy between 
the Monks and the Devils ; ; only that the latter are 
not halt ſo cunning nor malicious, which thon'lt 
lee plainly by the Trick put upon this Devil Ar- 


jaxa by the ſame Monk, who expreſſes himſelf 


thus: © fell upon my Knees before this infernal 
Spirit, and told him that I deſign'd to confound 
% my Pride dy that of the Devils, and to learn Hu-- 
** mility of them in ſpite of their Teeth. This De- 
«vil, mad to fee me in this humble Poſture, de- 
„ clar'd that he had Orders to prevent me; but; 
* finding that I continued in the fame ſubmiſſive 
** Situation, he reſolved to take the Adv antage Or 
it, by telling me, Thu adoreft me ; thourt 700 iu 
famous, abominable Wretch. I conſider thee as the 
Creature of my God, and the Object of bis Wrath ; 
* therefore J reſulve to Juomit to thee, becauſe thor 
% doſt not deſerve it: Aud in reſtimony whereof TI 
0 deſign this Moment t kiſs thy Feet, but he would 
“ by no Means allow oft it.” What think'ſt thou, 
my Friend, of all theſe Tricks? A Monk mult 
be a clever Fellow indeed, it he has the Art to make 
a Fool of the Devil, and to put him into a Paſſion. 
Who could have imagin'd that Arfaxa's Impatience 
to converſe with this Friar would have turn'd out 
ſo much to his Shame and Confuſion? But the 
Scene does not terminate here; the Concluſion is 
ladly mortifying to the poor Devil, and highly glo- 
rious to the Monk. “ Upon this, continues he, 
I conjur'd this Devil to make known to me, as 
« far as poflible, the Will of God, or that I ſhould 
* kiſs his Feet, or he mine.” His Anſwer was, 
Thou knowſt what Impulſe God gives Foes, LAS 5 
118 
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This Anſwer, like the Reſponſes of the Oracle, 
or rather in the true Spirit of Norman Equivoci- 
tion, ſhew'd Arfaxa to be no Fool. To contribute 
to his Enemy's humbling himſelf, was a Means of 
opening the Gates of Heaven to him; and to kit; 
the Feet of one who had made ſo bad a Returu ty 
his Civility, was too mean, he thought, for a Devil 
of any Spirit or Honour: He therefore left the 
Queſtion undecided, hoping that the Monk Would 
puſh the Thing no farther; but he was too many 
tor Arfaxa, for he directly threw himſclf at his Feet, 
and kiſſed them, to his great Grief and Sorrow. 
Afterwaras, ſays this Friar, I commanded him t1 
kiſs mine, which he very readily did. 

This, my dear Brito, was a Trick with a wit- 
neſs; and I dare be bold to ſay, that Arfaxa little 


dream'd of being ſo ſhamefully non-plus'd by tie 


Relicks of Father Bernard. 

If thou haſt adverted to this Devil's ready Obe— 
dience at the very naming of Berzard's Skeleton, 
thou mult agree that its Virtue muſt be very en- 
traordinary to have ſuch an Influence upon the 
infernal Spirits. This Story ſeems to confirm 
the ancient Reports of Witcheratt and Witches. 
Horace ſpeaks of one Canidia, who, in the Com- 
polition of her Philtres, made uſe of dead Mens 
Bones dug out of the Church-yards. The Nazs- 
renes and Mahometans, particularly the Perjraar, 
imagine that there's a great Virtue in ſome Bones : 
But, in my Opinion, they muſt be extremely fond 
of giving an Air of Myſtery and Religion to the 
moſt common Things, who ſanctity a Bit of Clay, 
and look upon it, if I may ſo ipeak, as a Portion 
of the Divinity. 55 

What the Nazarenes call Relichs, does, in no 
Reſpect, differ from common Matter, and has no ſu- 
perior Virtue: For if the Matter of which a Bone is 
form'd, were endued with Qualities ſuperior to com- 

mon 
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mon Matter, and were participant of the divine Pow- 
er, it neither would nor could ever loſe its Advan— 


tages. Now there's nothing ſo eaſy as to new-trame 
the Head of aSaint, fo as to form, in procels of I'ime, 


* a Part of à Highway- man's Body; and in that Caſe, 


to be ſure, the Matter of which the Saint's Head was 


compoſed, will have loſt its divine Virtue: And 


*tis as ridiculous to maintain, that a I hing can loſe 
its internal Qualities and Faculties, by the ditterent 
Form into which it is put, as to ſay that a Piece 
of Marble becomes cold becauſe 'tis ſquare. But 
"tis ſtill more inconceivable how thoſe Bones can 
loſe their Attributes; for, being in ſome reſpect 
divine, they ought to be leſs ſubject to Change. 
Let us ſuppoſe that a Beaſt ſhould eat the Head 
of a Saint, and that this Beaſt, kill'd by a Gipſy 


or a Vagrant, being ſalted, ſhould be his Food for 


ſix Months; 'tis certain that ſeveral Parts of the 
Matter which form'd the Saint's Head will be 
dittus'd in the Members of the Gipſy. I demand, 
whether they will then have the Virtue to operate 
Miracles, and to ſanctify the Vending and unclean 
Parts to which they are join'd? If 'tis anſwer'd, 
that their Virtue then would not be ſufficient, I 
ſhould deny, upon good Grounds, that ever they 
could have had it; becauſe 'tis not the different 
Configuration that gives the internal Qualities to 
Matter: A Loaditone, round or ſquare, has (till 
the ſame attractive Virtue. Perhaps it may be ſaid, 
that God permits the Operation of thoſe Bones 
while entire, but not when they are pulveriz'd : 
But let the moſt zealous Nagarenes ſhew me, in 
the Books of their firſt Doctors *, where it is re- 
veal'd that God has beſtowed a Power on Bones 
equal to his own, and, tho? I am a Few, I will 
implicitly ſubmit to their Opinion; but I'm under 
no Apprehenſion of being convinc'd, ſince there's 

| not 


* The ApoPles, 
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not one Word ſaid of Bones in the fundame;; 
Books of their Religion. 

By declaring thus publickly againſt the Super 
ſtition of Relicks, I don't approve of the extray. 
gant Contempt that certain People affect of ge 
precious Remains of Perſons who, during 1; 
deſerved Eſteem for their Piety and regular Con 
duct *. What Man is he who does not reipce 
the Tomb of his Anceſtors? or, who would date 
to prophane their Aſnes? Virtuous Men are th; 
Fathers of their Countries, and *tis to them tht 
they owe the Knowledge of Good, as well as the 
Means of attaining to it. Let therefore the &a. 
⁊arenes honour the Tombs of certain Perſons as 
much as they will; I approve of their Maxims: 
But that they ſhould deity their Aſhes and Rclicks, 
aſcribe as much Power to them as to God hin 
ſelf, that with the Cenſer in their Hands, in Im 
tation of the Pagans, they ſhould perfume, upon 
their Altars, Pieces of Bones and old Rags; | 
can't agree with ſuch blind Zeal, and can fee no— 
thing but what is ridiculous in their Notions : 
Nay, ſuch Extravagance almoſt tempts me to {idc 
with their Adverſarics, who, in their Turn, puſh 
to too great a Lengh their Neglect and Indifference 
with reſpect to the melancholy Remains of illuſ- 
trious Men, the viewing of which may greatly ex- 
Cite to Virtue. We ſee Statues erected every Day 
to great Monarchs, and to illuſtrious Generals, in 
order to animate their Equals to deſerve, by emi— 
nent Actions, the like Monuments. Relicks, care- 
tally preſerv'd and reſpected, are nothing interior 
to Mauſoleoums, or ſtately Tombs, for exciting 
People to Virtue. Tie 


* I would beg Leave to deſire thoſe whom certain People 
have been at great Pains to perſuade that Aaron Monceca had 
been guilty of ſcurrilous Railing, to conſider this Paſſage, and 


thereafter to judge whether the Reptoaches caſt upon him e 
juſt or falſe, ks . 


TR 
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> *Tis not therefore, my dear Brito, the Care taken 
by the Nazareres to preſerve certain Bones, that in- 
duces me to blame them, but only for the Worſhip 


paid to them, and the Abuſe of them by the Monks, 


like the Friar who pretended, by the Power of 
 Bernard's Aſhes, to ſend the Devil a-packing. 
What has render'd Relicks the more contemptible 
is, their being bought and ſold, like Merchandize, 
at a dearer or cheaper Rate, according to the Re- 
putation of the Maker. Some of the Sovereign 
Pontiffs have ſold a great many very cheap, and 
others have rais'd the Price to an extravagant Rate. 
They caus'd ſearch for them in almoſt every Place 
where they were likely to be found; and when real 
ones were not to be got, Counterfeits ſupplied their 
Place, and did as well for their Purpoſes: And in 
this they imitated certain avaricious Sovereigns who, 
after having drain'd their Subjects of all their Gold, 
gave them, in Exchange, Bits of Paper of an ima- 
ginary Value. The Power aſcrib'd to Relicks of 
working Miracles of all Kinds, flows from the 
ſame Source; and 'tis to Covetouſneſs alone that 
they owe their ſurpriſing Virtues. As the Moun- 


tebanks aſcribe univerſal Virtues to their Balſams, 


: juſt ſo do the Sovereign Pontiffs to their Relicks ; 
which, with Demoniacks and Indulgences, are iu— 
exhauſtable Mines, and bring in more Riches than 
Peru and Brazil to the Spanrards and Portingueſe. 


Ihe whole Art is to ſet them off to the belt Ad- 


vantage. Some Nazarexe Friars are very expett 
this Way, and know how to extract the very ()nin- 
= teſſence of theſe Eceleſiaſtical I reaſures ; and when 
no Nagarene is ſo ſilly as to believe himſelf pol- 
lleſs'd, they even exorciſe the brute Beaſts. This 
= onght not to ſurpriſe thee; tor the Devils are fait 
= to take up with the Bodies of Beaſts, when better 
Buſineſs does not offer. I have read in a Book *, 
C P Thas 


ij See the Legend of St. Marein, 
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hat a Devil poſſeſ'd a Cow, and that he nywy gn 
"hen, for his own Diverſion, danced a Faraband i 
her Belly, and flew top over tail on her Back: | 
certain Man, named Martin, ſeeing what a ſad Plip); 
che poor Beaſt was in, order'd the Devil to let þy 
alone, and to be gone; the honeſt Cow was |» ſe. 
ſibly touch'd with this Favour, that fhe came art 
proſtrated herſelf at Martin's Feet, lowing thre; 
Times to ſhew her Gratitude. 
However ridiculous this Story may feem to be, 
many others, which the Nagarenes firmly believe, 
are much more ſo. They are gravely told, that 
there's nothing more authentick, nor more gene- 
cally acknowledg'd; and, by often and reiterated 
Aſſurances, they at laſt believe them. O! bewitch- 
ing Gold! how do'ſt thou corrupt Mankind“ 
Let us, my dear Friend, never be ſo much Slaves 
to that Metal, as to acquire it by Impoſture 6: 
Cheat. Adieu. 


Paris, *. 


bY 


Quid non mortalia pectora cogis 


Auri ſacra fames ! 


Virg. AXneid, Lib. III, 
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LETTER LUXXVII. 
IS AAC ON IS e AARON MONCECA, 


HOUGH 1 have been now very near 2 
Month at Cairo, yet fomething ar other ſtil! 
prevented my writing to thee ſooner. I his City 
owes its Foundation to one named G:azher, Virier 
of the Sultan Meegledin, who conquer'd Egypt. 
This Vizier caus'd incloſe a Plain, where all his 
Army lay encamp'd, with a thick high Wall; and 
his Matter, the Caliph, a mortal Enemy to Towns, 
as moſt of the Arabs are, finding this a more agrec- 
able Place of Reſidence than Alexandria, cauſed his 
Tents to be ſet up in it. By Degrees ſome Houſes 
were built in this Incloſure. In proceſs of Time it 
was tull of Palaces and publick Structures ; and, at 
jatt, grew to be a magnificent City, adorn'd with the 
Spoils of that of Maſr, which its Citizens abandon'd, 
{) come and dwell in this new Place. Giauber, in 
Gommemoration of his Conqueſt, had named this 
(City E Cahera, which, in the Arabich Language, 
as thou very well knowelt, ſignifies Victorias. 
lence ſome Florentiues and Venetiaus, who were 
the firſt Nazarenes that were allow'd to tettie in 
this City as Merchants, form'd the Name EI Cazrs ; 
to which they join'd the Epithet, Grand, to denotc 
the Extent and Beauty of it *. 
his, my dear Monceca, is the true Origin of 
| Carre; ; and all other Accounts of it, given by Hi- 
8 ſtorians, 
* See Mr. MAllei's Account of Feet. Dart 1, 
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ſtorians, are falſe, and contradict the beſt A-a4;,; 
Writers. This City is now the Capital of Es; 
Gl, 

and the Place of Reſidence of the Baſhaw wh, 
commands that Province. This important Poſt i; 
never truſted by the Porze, but to one of the prin- 
cipal Men among the Tzrks ; and he lodges in 2 
Cattle, or fort of Citadel, which is but poor! 
fortined, if we compare it to ſome of the itron: 
Places in the Nazarene Countries: But as it was 
built about ſeven hundred Years ago, by Saladin, 
that's ſome ſort of Excuſe for the Irregularity ct 
its Fortifications. | | 

We find in Cairo ſeveral Pieces of Antiquity 
which were brought thither, in the Time of the 
Galiphs, cither from Alexandria, or from the Ce, 
and Lower Egypt. We allo ſee the Ruins of f. 
veral ancient Palaces built and inhabited by thc 
£,gyptian Sovereigns, and the Noblemen of their 
Courts: The Gildings of the Ceilings which have 
eſcaped the Injurics of the Weather, ſtil! loo“ 
as lively and freſh as if the Workman had but jul 
done them. The Mofaques of this City are very 
beautiful, but not to be compared with thoſe 6 
Conſtautinople: That of Aſhur, which is the moi 
magnificent, is much inferior to the ſeven chic 
Moſques of the Imperial City. They are here, 
as elſewhere, cover'd with Domes, and adorn'd 
with Minarets *. | | 

There are, without the Walls of Cairo, ſeveri! 
Tombs of Mabometan Doctors, or Santons, very 
much frequented by Crowds of People, who itoci 
thither to pay their Devotions. One of the prin— 
cipal Lombs is that of the famous Doctor Chata:, 
and brings in as good a Revenue to certain oan- 
tons and Derviſes that take care to keep it in Re- 
pair, as the Chine or Rump-bone of St. Hh 
OCs 


* Towers by way of Steeples, where the Turks call the Fc9 
ple to Prayers regularly five Times a Day, 


C0 Rd EE $2 ' , 
＋ rere 0 


does to his Diſciples, the Franciſcans: So that the 
| Turkiſh Monks are as zealous for their Saints as 
7 i de Nagarene Monks are for theirs; and have fallen 
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x: „upon a Trick to ſecure Chafar to themſelves, not 
.> # tobe outdone by the molt accompliſh'd of the Ja- 
IE ſeniſt Convulſionaries. 

1 An Egyptian Monarch, Caliph of Babylon, and 
1 who kept his Court there, wanted to have the Body 
> | of this famous CHafai tranſported to the Place where 
by, de reſided; accordingly he wrote to the Governor 
0 ot Egypt to cauſe the Corps to be dug out of the 


Ground, and#to ſend it to him in a magnificent 
„ | Coffin. The Governor was very much concern'd 
at this Order, of which he was afraid the Execu- 


=: tion might ſtir up the People, infatuated with the 
2 pretended Saint, to an open Inlurrection ; and, to 
1 avoid the fatal Conſequences that commonly at- 
= tend Seditions, he communicated to the Derviſes 
5 | the Commands he had received, exhorted them to 
fſubmit to the Orders of their Prince, and to dit- 


pole the People for the Tranſportation of the Saint. 
| + To-morrow, fad be, I ſhall execute the Caliph's 
5 Orders, therctore hold yourfelves in Readineſs, 

and let there be no Diiturbance from the Po— 
© pulace.” The Turkiſh Monks were at no Lots 


5 bow to behave; they refolved to oppoſe the So- 
4 | v<rcign's Orders, without incurring his Diſpleaſurc, 

by covering their Deſigus with a Miracle, and by 
1 By making Heaven declare in their Favour; which 
85 zs the grand Secret of ſucceeding in the moſt dit- 
, ' hcult Enterprizes. They wrought all Night to 


finiſh their Project. After they had open'd the 
Saint's Tomb, they put combultible Matter round 
me Corps, mix'd with ſome Phoſphorus's, which 
would take fire as ſoon as the Air reach'd them : 
Ibis done, and every thing put in ſtatu quo, they 
calmly waited for the Governor, who, on pretency 
| of doing Honour to the Saint, came eſcorted to 
7 4 P-3 pg the 


- — 
— 2 — LE 
HARD — —— 
— — By 
rf — * 2 — 
by a 
© = =— 
or As 


— 
3 


— — 
P r oli Ro 7 — 
— g 3 — bo 
— — — — 
— — W — ” 
MES - —_— IRE IE 
3 — — — . 
: 28 - —k 
of N 4 
92527 — 


þ 
q 
„ 
> . 
dead 4 
* * 
. f 
| 
4 
WH 
ſ U 
i 
9 
1 Y . 
19 
4 
wy 77 
* 
. 
1 
105 
"uy. 
, 
Ty 
;: 
» wh 
& 
1 
PX 
93 
þ : 
tr 
«| " 
l 
* 
THF 
70 . 
. 
N 
1 
2 
g 1977 
. 
N * 
b , 
7 * 
1 
70 LES 
ay 1 
9 U 
* 
"** 
"Mz; « 
ic 1 
+ 71 
1 
1 164 
FM G : 
__ 
ar . 
2 
4 14 
a 
* 
1 
1. 
{ 19 
Mach ! 
4g. 
"0 
ll 
© 7 
4 4 
n 
i: 15 
if 4 
[1 o 
1 
#7, . 
” 
4 4 
Wa! > 
7 4 
1416 
F 1 2 
> * } 
Wh EN 
we |. 75 
40 * 
17 1+ & 
1 . 
142 
. 
11 
*. . 
NI 


— 


162 Jewisn LETTERS. 


the Tomb with ten thouſand Men; but in resjy 
this numerous Retinue was to intimidate the Peqy|, 
from making any Attempts to prevent the Saint; 
being remov'd. The Moment he arriv'd, the Work. 
men began to open the Ground; and when they 
reach'd the Place where the Corps lay, and began 
to give Air to the Phoſphorus's, the combuttibie 
Matter took fire, and ſuch a bright Flame burt 
out of the Tomb, that the Diggers were for ſome 
Moments blinded, and were the firſt that crie 
out, A Miracle! The Populace did the ſame; and 
then the Prieſts declar'd, that it was not the Saint, 
Will to quit the Place of his Retirement. Th: 
Imagination of the Egyptians, ripe for Prodigies, 
greedily catch'd at this, and immediately the Tom 
was cover'd up again without preſuming to pro- 
ceed farther. The Governor, a good Politician 
and Courtier, artfully took the Advantage of this 
pretended Miracle to {ſatisfy the People, without 
diſobeying his Maſter's Commands, to whom he 


{ent an Account of this Prodigy, which ten thou- Þ 


fand Witneſſes could certify. The Caliph finding 
that the Saint thought himſelf ſo well where he 


Was, that he did not care to remove, conlented to 


his remaining in the old Tomb, where he lies to 


this Day, and where the devout Mahometans repair 


in Crowds to pray *. 


Confeſs, my dear Monceca, that this Trick is pret- 


ty much upon the Square with ſome of the Nase 
reue Friars Pranks. We ſhall every where find that 
Superltition ſerves to gratify the Avarice of ſom 
Men who makea ſhametul Trade of their Religion, 
and diſgrace themſelves in the Opinion of Men of 


Senſe, to whom their Knavery is not long a Mu- 


ttery. 


'The Egyptians are yet more ſuperſtitious than the 


Turi, and the Spantards are ſcarce a Match for 2 
' 


* Mallet's Account of Egpt. Part II. 
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It would ſeem that, in all Times, this Country had 
been the Center of ridiculous Ceremonies, and ſer— 
ved as an Example to other Nations, to ſhew them 
how far the human Underſtanding is capable of be- 
ing deluded. Ihe ancient Egyptians ador'd the vileſt 

and moſt contemptible of Animals, Crocodiles and 
Ichneumons *; nay, they even deitted Plants. 0“ 

happy Nation (ſaid Favenal on purpole to banter that 

* ſtupid People) which ſees their Gods grow in their 

Gardens f. I can't conceive, my dear Moxceca, how 
it was poflible that a polite People, acquainted with 
the Sciences, and endowed with Genius, ſhould en- 

tertain ſuch extravagant Ideas of the Deity : That 

barbarous Nations ſhould give into ſuch Errors, is 
leſs ſurpriſing. A Man who can eat his Fellow- 

creature With as little Concern as he could a 

Chicken, may be guilty of the greateſt Abſurdities, 
without giving me the leaſt Surpriſe : But that a 
People, among whom the Arts and Sciences flou— 
*riſh, who know and practiſe the beſt Laws of Mo- 
rality, ſhould give into the Abſurdity of deifying a 
*Calf, and caretully to feed it in a Temple, is what 
can by no means conceive. For, how can it be 
imagin'd that a Man, who makes Uſe of his Rea- 
*ſon, and raiſes his Capacity to the Pitch of meaſuring 
"the Courſe of the Stars, and to forctel Eclipſes by 
an exact Calculation, can really believe that a God 
as a Beginning and an End; and that he comes in 
the Form of a Calf to browſe and chew the Cud, 
For the Space of twelve or fourteen Years? The 
 Wiindnefs of the Gres and Perſiaus, though very 
great, was not comparable to this! 


Cambyſes . 


* Eryprian Rats, of the Bigneſs of a Cat, which ſteal into 
dhe Crocodile's Mouth when he gapes, and, eating his Bowets, 
ill him. 
3 
4 i 0 ſan fa: Lentes, quibus — tt in hortis 
i Numina ! 5 Juy, Sat, XV. Ver, 10. 
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Cambyſes being at Memphis, after his Conqueit 
of Egypt, and not knowing upon what Account 
the People made publick Rejoicings, enquir'd into 
the Reaſon; and was much ſurpris'd to hear tha 
they were celebrating the Feſtival of the God his, 
who at laſt was come to ſhew himſelf in public. 
Upon this he ſent for the Prieſts, and told then 
jeſtingly, that, if there was any God ſo humble as 
to appear among the Egyptians, he wonder'd why 
he ſhould conceal himſelf from their King; and 
therefore order'd them to bring their God Ap;; ty 
him. But how great was his Surpriſe when t]:; 
Prieſts brought a Calf to him, at which he was ly 
provok'd, that he drew his Dagger and plung'd i; 
into the God's Thigh, who afterwards died of th: 
Wound? Ye wicked Miſcreants, (ſaid he to the 
Prieſts) are your Gods then compos*d of Fleſh: a, 
Blood, and are they liable to be wonunded* Renal! 
ſuch a God is fit for the Egyptians ; but I w:!! rate 
care that you ſhall get nothing by putting Tricks u. 
on us. | 
This noble Indignation of Cambyſes charms me: 
I ſee with Pleaſure that a Pagan, ſurrounded vi, 
Idolatry, could perceive, by the meer Light of Kc 
ſon, the Abſurdity of the Divinity's being compo— 
fed of Fleſh and Blood. The wretched Prieſts vH 
adored the Calf Apis were as much perſuaded, 2 
this Monarch, of the Meannefs of their preteudes 
God, whom they plainly ſaw decaying every Day; 
but they found their Account by impoting upon thc 
credulous People. | 
Men have been, in all Ages, the ſame ; that's to li), 
ſome have been ſo ſilly as to glory in their Deception, 
and others ſo cunning as to make the proper Ul 
of their Brethrens Folly. Thus we may account 
for the Credit of Apis and of the Egyptian Priol, 
for that of the Oracles of Delphos, and of the Pagan 
| reel 


* Herodot us, Lib. I. Tag. 45. tranflated by M. d Her. 
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ECereel and Roman Pontiffs; and, in ſhort, of a great 
many Naxarene Chimera's, and of the Monks their 


Inventers. Time does not deſtroy Errors, it only 
changes and new-forms them; and though i in every 
Age Men of Merit and Learning endeavour to with- 


tand the Torrent of Superſtition, yet they are com- 


monly the Victims of their Zeal, and moſtly op- 
preſs'd by thoſe very People whom they want to 
cure of their Blindneſs. In all Religions the Vul- 
car favour thoſe molt who excel in inventing Chi- 


mera's and Fables. Thou, thyſelf, knoweſt what 


a hard Task it was to make our Brethren, the Jews 


of Conſtantinople, reliſh thy Opinions which attack'd 


certain Traditions, as being contrary to the Scrip— 
tures, and apt to ſeduce the Mind. The Maho- 
metans deſpite the Arabian Doctors, becauſe they 
are Enemies to Miracles and Superſtition. The 


Works of the famous Author, Macriſi, are far leſs 


elteem'd than the ridiculous Fables of ſeveral Mol- 


las and Iman. The Turks brand that Author with 


want of Religion, becauſe he has related but very 
tew Miracles, and even confuted ſeveral. They 


can by no means bear with his aflerting, that 'tis 
: downright Madneſs to believe the Dead can return 
from the other World. It went bard with Sava- 
nuſula, a Dominican Friar, for having publickly ex- 
: poſed the Abuſes of the Court of Kowe, and thoſe 
of his Brethren. Alexander VI. Sovereign Pontitt, 
tock an effectual Way to put a Stop to his trouble- 
ſome Remonſtrances, by caufing him, with two. 

| © of his Companions, to be hang'd at Florence. Ihe 
1 Blindneſs of ſome People is. fo groſs, and the Ma- 
} lice of others fo baſe and villainous, that 'tis al- 
1 molt impoſlible to reclaim the latter, and to en- 

lighten the former. 


Our Charity, my dear Friend, obliges us to pray 


? that Heaven would be pleas'd, by diſpelling the 


{| Clouds ot Ignorance, to lay open the horrid Cheats 
ot 
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of Impoſtors, in ſo clear a Light, that People of 

the meaneſt Capacity may ſee the Deluſion, 1» 

the mean time, let it be thy conſtant Care, as well 

as mine, to guard againſt Impoſition, which wil 

not a little contribute to the Tranquillity of Life, 
Cairo, KKK 
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LETTER LXXVIII. 


AARON MoONCECA 7. Isaac Ox iS. 


OME Days ago, my dear Iſaac, I wrote the: 

of the Diſpute between the Fanſeniſts and Al.. 
Hiuiſts, about the Publication of a Book called the 
Breviary. This Affair is now entirely ſettled; tor 
the contending Prieſts have ſubmitted, and all! 
quiet: But this Calm will be of ſhort Duration, 
and new Diſputes will be brought upon the 1 ap!. 
The turbulent Spirit of the Nazareze Clergy cat 
not bear with I'ranquillity ; and to debar the Moni 


of caballing, is to puniſh them in a molt terrible 


Manner, They exerciſe themſelves in bawlin; 
Diſputations, and have proper Maſters to initruct 
them in this Way of fighting. | 

A young Monk is train'd up at Paris as a young 
Gladiator was in ancient Rome. His Regents in 
Philoſophy and Theology teach him how to elude 
Truth, by proper Evaſions; and, in the ſyllogiſti 
cal Way, to render the moſt evident Things ob- 
ſcure. He fortifies himſelf with a Train of D- 
ſtinctions, Diviſions and Subdiviſions; ſo that he 


. . . d 
becomes invincible, or, at leaſt, is under no Ap- 


prehenſion 
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7 
F 


*prehenſion of being obliged to ſubmit to Reaſon 


or the Light of Nature. As ſoon as he has ac- 
quired this Talent, he begins to enter into the 


Circus, and to exerciſe it in the private Aſſemblies 


of his Order; and, at laſt, when he's entirely Ma- 


ſter of the Art of attacking Reaſon, like another 


: Knight-Errant, he ſets out in queſt of Adventures, 


and is a conſtant Attendant at the different Theſes 


that are maintain'd: Tis thus they name certain 


Ez publick Diſputes held now and then in the Con- 


vents of the Monks. Ariſtotle, Scotus, and ſome 


other School-Philoſophers, have more Credit in 


: theſe Aflemblies than Reaſon ; and they laugh at 
Evidence, nay even Demonſtration, if it is not 
approved by Ariſtotle, or if it be condemn'd by 


8 


8 326 SEG EE Dy 8 ; 
Re te: er eee 3 


St. Thomas. 
Good Senſe is a Fool that muſt be ſilent, and 
not pretend to combate the Opinion of Philoſo- 


phers to whom certain Monks are attach'd. In 


all theſe Aflemblies and Diſputes, he that has the 
beſt Lungs (till. comes off Conqueror. 
Thou would'ſt be aſtoniſh'd, my dear Tſaac, to 


: ſee with what Impudence theſe pretended Philoſo- 


phers deny the moſt evident Things; and I'm per- 
ſuaded that their odd Diſtintions would put thee 
out of all Patience. I am not at all ſurpris'd if Phi- 
loſophy was formerly deſpis'd in Fauce: What 
could People of Senſe think of all that Rubbiſh 


ok imaginary Entities, ſecond Intentions, and fo 


many other Impertinences, which, for a long Time, 
were the chief Study of all the Philoſophers ? 


Two great Men“ were obliged to wreſtle with 


the Crowd of Pretenders to Learning, in order to 
. | © deſtroy Prejudices, and even to force them to open 
their Eyes, that they might ſee the Errors into which 
they wereplung'd ; but though they perceiv'd their 


Miſtakes, 


* Des- Cartes and Gaſſendi, 
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Miſtakes, the greateſt Part were too head-ſtrg;s 0 
and ſelt-conceited to ſubmit to Truth. - 1 


The Prejudices of certain ignorant and prepof. 
ſeſs'd Monks would not much ſurpriſe me, but 
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I can't conceive how People of Genius and Pe. a 
netration could have been ſo far blinded as to be. x; 
lieve, that Ariſtotle was given to Mankind, as ater. Þ . 
reſtrial Deity, to inſtruct them in all the Secretsof Þ 1 
Heaven, which, with all its Defigns and Operations, Þ n 
had been fully reveal'd to him. Is it poflible to! a 
imagine, that ſuch a learn'd Man as Averroes could Þ |; 
harbour a Thought, far leſs write, of ſuch Extrz. f 
8 . * 
1 f we look upon Ariſtotle's Philoſophy to he Þ 1 
infallible Truth, Men have no more Occaſion to Þ 9 
trouble themſelves with puzzling Enquiries into! 
1 the Nature of Things; all is comprehended inthe Þ / 
4 Writings of the Greek Philoſopher, and nothing that 7 
bv is new to be learn'd. He is the ſupreme Truth, ani Þ | 
| the Oracle that is to inſtruct us iu every thing ti 


25 poſſible to be known. 

Gaſſend: was the firſt who, in the laſt Century, 
had the Courage to attack Ariſtotle's Infallibilitys, 
and he found almoſt as many Adverſaries as the 
firſt Janſeniſt that appeal'd againſt the Bull C. 
genitus, The polite Part of the World are oblig' 
to him for having reviv'd a rational Philoſophy to 
which a Gentleman may apply himſelf. This great 
Genius was followed by Des-Cartes, whoſe new 
Syſtem gave the finiſhing Blow to the Schoo!- 
Philoſophy, and forced it to fly to the Monks, the 

| 5 on!) 


* Ariſtotelis doctrina eſt ſumma veritas, quoniam ejus inteliefu; 
ſuit finis humani intellectus, quare bene dicitur de illo, quod ij: fmt 
creatus, & datus nobis, divina providentia, ut non ignoremus hoff 
fei re. Avetroes de Gener, Anim. Lib. V. Cap. . 


f The firſt Work that made this learned Man known in tte 
World, was his Book, Adverſus Ariſtotelicos. FM 
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only People among whom it met with a favourable 
Reception. The truly Learned put the Sciences on 
ſo good a Footing, and the Publick conceived fo 


0 good an Oppinion of them, that fifteen Vears 


atter the Publication of Des- Cartes's Works, the 
very Women were better Metaphyſicians than three 
Fourths of the Divines in the Kingdom. Since 
that Time Philoſophy has been daily more and 
more in Vogue, and all the better Sort of People 
apply to it; even the Courtiers, ſurrounded with 
the Pleaſures and Intrigues of a noiſy Court, be— 
ttow daily ſome Minutes upon it; and ſeveral Ma- 
giſtrates unbend their Minds from the dry and toil— 
ſome Study of the Law, by reading of the Books of 
good Naturalilts. 

Since it has been thought no Crime to reject an 


Abſurdity though adv anced by Ariſtotle or St. Tho- 


mas, and ſince the Authority of thoſe Philoſophers 
bas been forc'd to ſtoop to ſound Reaſon, the Sci- 


* ences, particularly Natural Philoſophy, have been 


brought to great Perfection. I he very mention- 
ing now of the Occult Qualities, is plainly to con- 
| teſs our Ignorance of the Effects of a Thing; and 
beſides the Obligation we lie under to the New 
: Philoſophy for the curious Diſcoveries that have 

been made, we're allo indebted to it for prevent- 
ing miſtaken Notions as to the Extent of our 


2 | Knowledge, or fancying that we underſtand what 


we are really ignorant of. 
In the Manner that People ſtudy now, 'tis plain 


i 

that, 1 in thirty Years, more true and uſeful Diſcove— 
ries may be made, than were before found out in 
7 
3 


two thouſand. As People ate now in the Method 


of arguing only upon clear Principles, and of ad- 
; mitting nothing, as certain, but what 1s evident, 


+ Reaſon, no more clouded by a Number of Er- 


4 | rors, by which it was inflaved, acts with more Li- 


berty and Efficacy, and makes a more eaſy Pro- 
3 16 2 grels 
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greſs in the Diſcovery of Secrets which it wants 


to unfold. 


Men (lays an eminent Philoſopher) 20 only run 
into many Errors, by attempting with a limited Un- 
derſtanding to reſolve Queſtions that partake of Inf. 
ity, but alſo by racking their Brains upon Thins; 
that are far beyond their Reach. This was the 7 
ror of the ancient Philoſophy, that pretended to ac- 
count for Things which human Underſtanding 
was not capable of conceiving. The School-Phiz 
lofophers neglected ſolid Things, and only fed on 
Chimera's, or ſtudied what was incompreheutible 
or inſignificant ; ſo that from a ſecret Vanity, and 
an immoderate I hirſt after Knowledge, they boldly 
adventured to account for the moſt ſecret and impe- 
netrable Things, and pretended to reſolve, with 
Eaſe, ſeveral unintelligible Queſtions, depending 
on ſo many Circumſtances, that the molt penctra- 
ting Genius was not capable of diſcovering the 
Truth of them with Certainty, after Ages of pro- 
found Meditation, aſſiſted by an infinite Number 
of Experiments. 5 

Another Fault in the School-Philoſophers was, 
their confuſed Method of ſtudying. They applied 
themſelves to ten different Sciences perhaps in one 
Day, not reflecting on the Nature of their Under- 
ſtanding, to employ it in the Search of Truth, nor 
conſidering that the Mind of Man, already too 
much confin'd, ought not to be diverted from its 
Meditations by new Objects, which often make 
it forget the former. All the Scioliſts who are l. 
able to this Fault, make vain Efforts to penetrate 
into Things that depend on a great many others, 
of which they have no Knowledge for want of due 
Reflection, and by reaſon of too much Diſtraction 
in their Studies. 

Des-Cartes owed the moſt of his Diſcoveries to 


the Method which he followed in his Studies, 5 
no 
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not allowing his Thoughts the Liberty of rambling 
to other Objects than thoſe of which he intended 
to diſcover the Truth “: So ſce we, that nothing 
can be more clear and diſtinct than the Ideas up- 
on which are founded the Principles of his Philo- 
ſophy. I'm very ſenſible, that this great Man was 
not infallible ; and that his Writings, full of 1 ruths 
of which the Knowledge is entirely owing to him, 
are nevertheleſs in ſome Parts liable to human 
Weaknels. 

zut "tis ridiculous to imagine, that a Philoſopher 
mult write nothing but what is evident. If he 
gives doubtful Things as doubtful, and only pro— 
poles them to his Readers as meer Conjectures, 
who can blame him? 9055 

If the School-Philoſophers had been but as honeſt 
and modelt as Des-Cartes, a great many Errors, 
warmly maintain'd for Ages together, would have 


been acknowledged long fince. In place of the 
vain Diſputes, which only ſerved to perplex Reg 
fon, the Learned would have honeſtly and fairly 
communicated their Reflections to one another, 
and perhaps clear'd up what they did not conceive, 
though they ſtrenuouſly diſputed for and againſt, 
as it each of them had been thoroughly convinced. 
Monſtrous large Volumes were written full of 
Words, which were of no Uſe to the Underſtand- 
ing. A plain Queſtion in Natural Philoſophy, 
clear'd up in two Pages by Des-Carzes, would 
have taken up a large Book in Folio: However 
we mult, in Juſtice to Ariſtotle, confeſs, that his 
Natural Philoſophy, ſtripp'd of the whimſical No- 
tions which his various Commentators have added 


to it, is much more tolerable; and, without Exag- 


geration, it may even be ſaid, that this Philoſopher 
was endowed with a capacious Genius. What he 
has ſaid of the Paſſions in his Khetorick, is extreme- 


Q 2 ly 


* Malld:ranche*s Search after Truth, Lib. I, Pag. 102, 
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Iy good; and there are very many excellent Thing, 


both in his Political and Moral Trads : But as to 


his eight Books of Natural Philoſophy, there's no- 
thing in them new, or what any Perſon can be jy- 
norant of. What Man is there who does not know 
that, for Matter to acquire a new Form, it muſt 
neceſlarily not have had it before? Who doubts 
that every thing depends upon Form, and that Mat- 
ter alone does nothing? A Man is ſurely no wiſer 
after he knows theſe Things, than he was before; 
ſo that his eight Books, as they are ſtuff *d with De- 
finitions of general and indefinite Terms, convey- 
ing but confuſed Ideas to the Underſtanding, ra- 
ther appertain to Logick than to Phylicks. Hef aus 
indeed that there are four Elements, Fire, Air, 
Water and Earth; but no juſt Idea can be form'd 
of the Nature of them from all his Reaſonings: 
He even denies that theſe Elements are the Fire, 
Air, Water and Earth which we ſee, becauſe in chat 
Cate our Senſes mult neceſſarily communicate 
ſome Knowledge of them to us; and as they do 
not, he endeavours to explain them by the Quali- 
ties of Heat, Cold, Humidity, Drought, Weight 
and Levity. How could Men of Underltanding 
be ſatisfied with an Explication ſo indeterminate 
and looſe, and which is attended with ſo many ri- 
diculous Impertinencies? After all, this is not ſo 
ſurpriſing, ſince they had ſuch a Deference to the 
Opinions of that Philoſopher, as to admit of No- 
thing's being the firſt Principle of Things. For 
what is the Privation of Being, but a Nothing, 2 
meer Nothing? 


Montague has caſt the 3 and foretold 


the Downfal of Ariſtotle's Philoſophy, at a [ime 
when the Nazarezxes look'd upon his Principles as 
infallible Oracles. Before (ſays this Author *) zhe 
Principles that Ariſtotle introduced came to be in 
Verne, 

* Montagne's Eſſays, Lib. V. Pag. 141, 
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Vague, other Principles contented human Reaſon as 
they now dv. What Letters-Patent, what ſpecial 
Privilege, can they plead to ſtop the Progreſs of our 
lnvention, and to engroſs our Belief for all Times to 
come? They are liable to be kick'd out of Doors as 
well as thoſe of our Ancients, What Montagne ſaid 
has happen'd. He foreſaw that Reaſon would at 
length pierce through the Cloud: He himſelf de- 
ſpiſed Ariſtotle's Philoſophy, becauſe he knew all 
the Detects of it. | 
Farewel, my dear Jſaac; be content, and then 
thou haſt Philoſophy enough to make thee happy. 


Paris, *I c 
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LETTER LEXIY. 
JAc oB BRIIT Of AARON M ONCECA, 


HY Remarks upon the Manners of the French 
were extremely uſeful to me in a Journey 
from Lyons to Montpellier, where I arrived two 
Days ago; for had I known nothing of them before 
hand, 1 ſhould have had a ſtrange Opinion of moſt 
of the People with whom 1 travell'd. | 
took the Opportunity of the Paſſage- boat from 
Lyons to a Bridge upon the River Rhoſne, called 
Font St. Eſprit. This Boat reſembled Nozh's Ark, 


not only in Shape, but in the Medley of Creatures 


that it contained, Prieſts, Monks, Nurſes, Soldiers, 
Officers, Merchants, Bawds, Whores, Dogs, Cats, 
Squirrels, and creeping Animals of all Sorts. I 
endeavour'd to get into a Corner as far as I could 

8 from 
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from two young Fellows who made a terrible 
Racket which of them ſhould have the next Place 
to a young Female, tolerably handſome, who, in- 
finitely pleaſed with this Effect of her Charms, 
laugh'd heartily at their Quarrel: A viſible Gaia 
and Satisfaction appear'd in her Countenance; and, 
by her diſdainful Way of looking at the other Wo- 
men, ſhe plainly told them, that her Merit richly 
deſerved ſuch Contelt. 
During this Diſpute, an old Officer, who ſate be- 
tween a Friar and me, began to light his Pipe. He 
was a Weather-beaten Son of Mars, and not at all 
pleafed with the bulky Corporation of his Neigh- 
bour the Monk, which very much ſtraiten'd him: 
But he was ſoon deliver'd of this troubleſome Com- 
panion; for upon the firſt Whiff, the Reverend Fa- 
ther, not accuſtom'd to the Smell of Tobacco, 
made ſtrange Faces, which the Officer perceiving, 
blew the Smoak full in his Mouth, and was like 
to throw him into Convulſions: However, he ſtill 
ſtood his Ground, being loth to quit a Poſt that 
he had choſe as the beſt in the Boat. The Officer 
finding that nothing would do, and that his bulky 
Neighbour would die before he yielded, reſolved 
to attack him with Rallery, as well as Funking: 
« Father, (ſad he) I fancy you have an Averſion 
« to Tobacco. Oh! (ſaid the Monk, who thouglt 
« Zhe Officer was going to lay down his Pipe) I havea 
« mortal Antipathy to it. If that be the Caſe, ( 
« the Warrior, very gravely) I'd adviſe you never to 
« ſmoak;” and, with the Advice, gave him two 
ſuch Mouthfuls that the poor Friar was almolt 
ſuffocated. After a Quarter of an Hour's Cougi- 
ing, enough to kill a Horſe, he called to the Wa- 
terman: © Friend, (ſaid he) the Orders are, that 


« none ſhall ſmoak in your Boat ; ſee that they be 
„ obey'd. You are in the right, (ſaid the Maſter) 
„and 1 hope the Gentleman will be ſo goO⁰ as 

[0 
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s to leave off Smoaking. Hark-ye, Fellow, (re- 
e plied the Offcer) all I can do for thy Service 
| « js, to give thee a hearty Drubbing, and then to 
„ throw thee into the River: A fine Jeſt indeed! 
« that ſuch a Scoundrel as thou art ſhould pre- 
« tend to command where Il am! Sir, (aid he, 
« turning towards me) don't you think it a little 
« odd that, after having ſerv'd the King my Maſter 
« thirty Years upon a Stretch, I ſhall not have the 


« Privilege of ſmoaking before a Lay - brother? 


„ Lay-brother! (replied the Mouk) I would have 
you to know, Sir, that I have been longer a 
| © Prieſt than you have been an Officer. Very well, 


% (ſaid the Captain) if it be fo, you may ſay Maſs, 


« or ſing Veſpers, as much as you pleale, I ſhan't 
« hinder you.” | 


The Friar, however, ſtill infiſted on the Boat- 


man's executing his Orders. Why truly, moſt 


« Reverend Father, (anſwer'd he) you who can 
„ preach, endeavour to perſuade the Gentleman; 
« *tis none of my Buſineſs to quarrel with my 
« Betters: I have been baptiz'd already, and am 


not fond of being toſs'd over-board; but if a 


« {imple Man's Advice can be of any Weight, 
« try to. excommunicate him, and, my Life for't, 
« he'll cry pe ccavi.“ This Rallery of the Skipper, 
who wanted to pacify the Officer, put the Monk out 
of all Patience; ſo that he abandon'd his Poſt, and 
rctir'd to a remote Corner..of the Boat. You're 
perhaps a Stranger (ſaid the Officer then to me) 
to this Monkiſh Race: They're as troubleſome 
„to Travellers, as Creditors. to young Fellows; 
* and, were we to be ruled by them, we ſhould 


be obliged to conſtrain ourſelves in every thing 


* that they don't like.” 

While the Officer talk'd in this Strain, the Boat 
ſtopp'd at the Dining- place; and the Monk, when 
we were got out, accoſted me in a very courteous 

Manner, 


-_ 
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Manner, and ask'd me what I thought of our 0: 
ficer's Behaviour? © The Men of that Profeſfon 
(continued he) are inſupportably brutal and hayyh. 
« ty, and ſhew no Regard to Perſons that deſerve 
« the greateſt Reſpect. It looks as if they thought 
de they had a Right to treat thoſe with whom they 
„% happen to be in Company, as they would the 
« King's Enemies; for my part, I had rather chuſe 
&« to travel with half a Score Pedlars, than one of 
« theſe Man- layers.“ 

Scarce had the Monk left me when I was at- 
tack'd by one of thoſe young Fellows who had made 
ſuch a Buſtle to be near the young Wench. „ 
« was ſorry, Sir, (ſaid he) to ſee you ſo badly 
&« placed this Morning in the Boat: Theſe Friars 
« know nothing but to mutter about their Breviary, 
„ and thoſe old military Heroes are eternally bawl- 
« ing, or ſurfeiting your Ears with their warlike Ex- 
« ploits; had you been in our Corner, you would 
« have been very well diverted: I would advile 


« you to change your Place after Dinner, if you 


« love Laughing and Mirth.” 

A tall, lean Man, who had not ſpoke one Word 
all the Way, ſhrugg'd his Shoulders, and lifted up 
his Eyes, at the Diſcourſe of this hair-brain'd Cox- 
comb; and, as I was returning to the Boat to fetch 
ſomething I had forgot, took that Opportunity to 
ſpeak to me in private. Sir, (aid he) permit 


« me, as a Fellow-Traveller, to give you a Piece 


« of Advice: Take care not to place yourſelf 
% near that young Fellow, or expect to hear more 
« impertinent and nonſenſical Queſtions in two 
« Hours, than ever you met with in all your Lite. 
& I ſpeak by Experience. was my Misfortune 
4 to be near him in the Boat, and, what with 
« Talking, Singing and Whiſtling, he has made 
« me quite deat; ſometimes all the three at once, 


« and as if theſe had not been enough, 3 
adds 
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adds a fourth: So that you have him dancing 
e and capering, talking, whiſtling and ſinging, all 
« at the fame Time. In ſhort, never did the Sun 
« ſhine on a more petulant, unaccountable Mor- 
« tal.” The Tone of the Man's Voice, his grave 
Countenance, and his Don Quixote-like Figure, gave 
me ſome Curioſity to know more about him; and 
therefore, after returning him Thanks for his Ad- 
vice, Jask'd him about his Journey, and where he 
delign'd? © I am going (ſaid he) to Montpellier, 
upon account of a troubleſome Diſtemper that 
% Pm afflicted with; and what ſtil} augments my 
« Grief is, that I have not deſerv'd it: In ſhort, 
bear the Puniſhment of my Wife's Tranſgreſ- 
« ſions. How, Sir, (Jaid I) is it poſſible to ima- 
« gine that your Spoule could have hurt you? If 
« the has been really the Occaſion of what you 
« fuffer, it muſt not have been by Deſign. I'II 
tell you, (replied he) in a few Words, the Cauſe 
« of my Misfortunes. | 
From my Youth I have applied myſelf to the 
Study of Philoſophy, and endeavour'd to pene- 
trate into the Nature of Things ; at length, after 
| © great Pains and Patience, I thought it was time 
© © to join Practice to the Theory. I prepared my 
E © Furnaces, manag'd my Fire, and began to exe- 
* cute what I had learn'd with ſo much Study and 
Labour. The conſtant Attendance I was tied 
* downtoin my Laboratory about the grandW ork, 
gave me no Time to inſpect into my Wife's Con- 
„duct, who, perceiving me in ſuch a fair Way of 
mak ing Gold, was reſolved likewile, on her Part, 
* to be rich too: She could think of no better Ex- 
* pedient than to have ſeveral Lovers; and indeed, 
„by her artful and prudent Management, ſhe ac- 
* quir'd, in a very little Time, a very large Eſtate. 
* *Tis true, that among the Preſents which ſhe 
* received, ſome of them were of ſuch a N F 
| cet lat 
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that to repair the Damage done by Venys, ie 


was obliged to ſacrifice to Mercury: But What 


was worſt of all, before the Influences of the 
God took Effect, my Bones were almoſt rotten, 
My Wife fearing that I ſhould reſent this Injury, 
thought it ſafeſt co make an Elopement with; 
Poet of my Acquaintance, and to what Part gt 


the World they have ſteer'd their CourſeT know 


not; but that does not much trouble me, on 
that I am ſorced to abandon my Furnaces for 
ſome lime to go and ſeek a Remedy for an 
Diitemper, Health being one of the principe 
Things that a Virtuoſo ought to be potlets'd of 
who hopes to find out the Philoſopher's Stone.” 
I was overjoy'd, my dear Monceca, to meet with 


a Perſon that I could talk with concerning the 
Stories that are told about the pretended Philoto- 
pher's Stone. “ Is it really poſſible, Sir, (% 


cc 
66 
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cc 
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that Man can fully accompliſh this great Work? 
1 moſt confeſs, that hitherto 1 look'd upon all 
that has been ſaid about this Science to be meer 
Fable. You're under a Miſtzke (aid he): 'lis 
true, God has granted the Power of attaining to 
the perfect Knowledge of ſo precious an Art 
but to few, nevertheleſs its Reality is not 4 
Thing to be doubted of; and 'tis certain, that 
there is more of this Gold made in Exrope by 
Artiſts, than what is brought from Peru, Mexico, 
or any other Parts of the World. All the Di- 
rectors of the Mints in Frauce own, that ever) 
Year they receive more of this Gold and Silver 
than is imported from foreign Countries: Aud 


the moſt skilful Goldſmiths make no Doubt 


but that there are ſuch Artiſts, who make Gold 
much more perfe& than what is extracted from 
the Mines, and pretend to know it perfect!) 
well. . 
& The 
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« The Operation of the Philoſopher's Stone (con- 
tinusd the Chymiſt) is very poſſible, and I hope 
jn time to make a happy Experiment of it. *T'is 
F « true, that to attain to it a Man muſt go through 
e a terrible Drudgery : In the firſt place, The Artiſt 
© « muſt be thoroughly acquainted with Nature, 
«K have a Stock of Patience that will ſupport him 
« under all croſs Accidents, and a vigorous Con- 
« ſtitution that can endure Labour and Toll : 
Should any one of theſe Qualities be wanting 
in him who attempts to find this grand Arca- 
« num, he ſtruggles in vain, and Diſappointment 
% mult be bis Fate. May I preſume (ſad I to the 
« Chymiſt) to ask you, If, by purſuing the Prin- 
„ ciples which are laid down in the Books that 
treat of this Science, one may hope to arrive at 
perfection? Thereare few good Books (id he) 
in the great Number of thoſe which are very 
much cried up, and which are compoſed by 
Cheats and Impoſtors, who diſhonour this pre- 
„ cious Art. Of all our Authors, King Geber is 
| © the moſt learn'd and the moſt diſtinct ; yet a 
Man muſt be a good Philoſopher, and perfectly 
© © underſtand Nature, to conceive his Meaning. 
According to that great Man, the true Way of 
© © attaining to Perfection is, To incorporate the mi- 
E © neral Spirits, purified by Art, with the perfect 
Bodies of the Metals, firſt render'd volatile, and 
| © then fix'd, taking care to preſerve all the radical 
Moiſier, and augmenting the natural Heat by a 
| © reaſonable Concoction of the Compound, which is 
| © forn'd by this wonderful Fermentation, and which 
| © cauſes the whole Maſs to boil and ferment ; ſo that 
* the Compound iaſtunates itſelf into the moſt ſubtle 


ö * Parts of the melted Metal, purges it of all its 


ö „ Droſs, brings it to due Maturity, and changes it 
at laſt into pure Gold. I wiſh (Jaid I to the Chy- 
| © 2/1) that your Experiments may prove a 
1 „ full 
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&« ful, and that you may have better Luck in Search 
„of the Philoſopher's Stone, than you have bad 
„in Matrimony. By your way of talking, I pe. 
& ceive that you are thorough Maſter of the Ar. 
« which you profeſs ; yet I have heard ſevera! ade 
« Philoſophers ſay, that the Beginning of it was 
« deceitful, the Middle of it painful, and the End 
« of it Beggary.“ 

The Chymilt endeavour'd to make me alter m 
Opinion, and aflur'd me, that the Search after thi; 
Secret (provided it was made with Diligence and 
Courage) could not mils of being at laſt crowd 
with ſuch Succeſs as would infinitely ſurpaſs the 
greateſt Pains and Labour. He own'd, however, 
that he had already ſpent three Fourths of his E- 
ſtate; but hoped to compaſs the Work before he 
had conſumed the Remainder. He only waited 
for a Return of Health to rekindle his Furnaces, 
and to bring his Compoſition to the utmoſt Degree 
of Perfection. I found him ſo infatuated and pre- 
poſſeſs'd in favour of his Art, that to pretend to 
cure him was Labour in vain. I had ſeveral other 
Converſations with him before we came to this 
City, in all which he was continually extolling 
the Excellence of the Philoſopher's Stone: But 
ſince our Arrival I have not ſeen him, which! 
attribute to his being, perhaps, already in the Hands 
of the Aiſculapii; of which in my next. 

Let us, my dear Monceca, be content with the 
Profits of honeſt Induſtry, which are real, and ne- 
ver give in to Schemes that waſte what we have, 
to procure what we cannot get. Adieu. 


Montpellier, ** 


— 


24 
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LETTER LXXY. 


AARON MoNCECAa to Jacos BRITO. 


Þ4 KIS may be as jultly call'd the Center of 
Ridicule, as it is of good Taſte and Polite- 
neſs; and, conſequently, may be ſaid to contain 
the two oppolite Extremes, which have cach a great 
Number of Adherents. The Sciences, 'tis true, 
are in great Eſteem, and carefully cultivated by the 
better Sort; but 'tis as true, that Folly, here, finds 
Tools fitter for her Purpoſe than any where elle, 
and in ſuch Numbers, that they often counter- 


balance the Authority and Deciſions of Men of 


Senſe, and eaſily draw the honeſt, unthinking Part 
along, who greedily 1wallow the Bait prepar'd to 
undo them. This is chiefly owing to the Power 
and Influence of weak and prejudic'd Fanaticks, 
who make good Senſe groan under Oppreſſion, 
and determine Men of the greatelt Abilities to let 
Error take its Swing. Pm ſenſible that it mult be very 
tireſome for Men of true Learning, to be cver read- 
ing Lectures to a Parcel of conceited Fools, who 
date often ſo obſtinately impertinent, as to deſpiſe 
tbe molt uſeful Diſcoveries, and the moſt perfect 
Works. But the molt ſurpriſing Thing of all is, 
that, among the Party oppoſite to the Learn'd, we 
ſometimes find Perſons of Genius, Penetration, 
and a good Share of Learning. This, at firſt View, 
Will appear to be a ſtrange Paradox; but when 
b Vor. II. R thou 
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thou refle cteſt upon the fantaſtical Humour of Nev 
how the greateſt Part of them itch after Sinan. 

» " » Back 
rity, and how fond they are of diſtinguiſhing then 
telves by maintaining the molt extraordinary (3;;. 
nions, thou'lt be no longer ſurpris'd to ſee Mien 
of Learning not only wink at the Fooleries of th; 
common People, but even invent new oncs. 
A Nazarexe Friar * maintain'd the wildeſt Syſten 
that the moſt diſtracted Brain could poſſibly hatch, 
and yet he was a Man of Wit, and wrote well: 
but he wanted to be the Head of the moſt imperti— 
nent Sect that ever roſe againſt the Ancients. He 
did not give himſelf the Trouble of fiſting out the 
Faults which might be found in their Works, but 
cut the Matter ſhort, by aſſerting, that the old Books, 
whether Greek or Latin, were only the Manulcripts 
of certain Monks who had borrowed the Names of 
the ancient Authors. For Example, he denied that 
the Aneid which we have was written by an Author 
who lived in the lime of Aaguſtus: Neverthelels, 
among the Writers whom he was pleaſed to call 
Apocryphal, the Works of Pliny, the Naturaliit, were 
ſpared, and ſometimes quoted, to ſupport his rette 
ed Arguments; but for all the Nazareze Doctot, 
there was no Quarter. 

90 fooliſh a Syſtem, and for which this Mon 
was graduated the Prince of Madmen, was attack“ 
and confuted, to all Intents and Purpoſes, by s- 
veral learned Men j: But yet, abſurd as it was, 
and contrary to good Senſe and the Light of Na- 
ture, People were not wanting who itrenou!'y 

| {upported 

* Father Hardouin, the Jeſuit, 


| See particularly the Vindiciæ veterum ſeriptorum contra F. Her. 
duinum, by the celebrated Monſ. L. Croze. See alſo the 2! 
Macedonicus of the learn*d Norris. The Reaſogs which put Father 
Hardouin upon the Invention of this extravagant Syſtem, are pretty 
well explain'd in the IVth Letter of the Secret Memel, 
Republick of Letters; but as the Paſſage is too long to ve pat 
down here, I muſt refer the Reader to the Book itſelf, 


{upp 


velty 
even 


Real 
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ſupported it. The Love of Singularity and No- 
velty brought it into Vogue with the French, and 
| even with Foreigners; and its Reign continu'd till 
Reaſon regain'd its Aſcendant, and diffipated the 
Deluſion. | | : 
It mult be the Height of Stupidity to imagine, 
that the Greek and Latin Authors which are extant 
were compoſed at St. Deus, in a Convent of 
| Monl:s; where, according to this Impoſtor, all 
me Works of Antiquity were forg'd. Now, I'd 
rladly know how the Greeks, who poſlets'd from 
E Father to Son the M.SS. of their Authors, came 
to agree to burn and deſtroy them, and to receive 
| others forg'd, in their Names, in this Monaltery ? 
Allowing that Zenophon, Homer, Pindar, Sophocles, 
E Euripides, Diodorns of Sicily, &c. had been wrote 
over again, how could they find their way into 
the Libraries of the Greeks, which were at that 
lime tull of thoſe Authors? How were the Coun- 
terteits truck*d for the true ones? But, perhaps, 
it will be ſaid, T hat there was no Book in Greece, 
ana that the Greeks could neither read nor write 
ſome time after Conſtantine. Upon the Suppoſt- 
tion of this Abſurdity, and no otherwiſe, can the 


Foundation of this Syſtem be ſupported; for, it 


it de allowed that the Greeks had Eyes, and could 
both read and write, by conſulting their lateſt Au- 
thors, who have wrote in our own Days, and from 
them going back ſucceſſively to the molt ancient, 
we ſhall find that they have quoted one another, 
and reported Paſſages out of thoſe that have wrote 
before. The Authors of the XIVth Century have 
quoted thoſe of the XIIIth, and thoſe of this Cen- 
tury their Predeceſſors of the Xllth and XIth; ſo 
that, by thus aſcending, we at laſt arrive at the 
Source of the Originals rejected. I would fain 
as, At what Time there was the leaſt Appearance 
of the Forgery of the ancient Authors? How can 
R 2 it 
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it de imagin'd that the Greeks were ſo complaiſaut 
. . 8 "ik 
as to receive, for authentick, Writings of Author; 
whom they ſaw ſprung up in one Night like Mu. I. 
rooms, and of whom they had no Knowledge?! in 
would likewiſe ask, What they muſt have ſaid when th 
they ſaw Works {tart up all of a ſudden, of which fo 
they could never have had the leaſt Notion? 1; ! 
it poſſible that all Men, by common Conſent, ſhow th 
have given implicit Credit to thoſe Writings; ang ne 
that not one of them ſhould, at leaſt, have ſhewn MW C. 
the ſame Diffidence as the Friar Hardiuin? Surely po 
there was Room for it; and were any now to ſy, Nan 
that the Medea of Ovid and the Thyeſtes of Vary, 4 
are recover'd, tho” the Thing may poſſibly happen, MW to! 
yet how (trictly would thole Pieces be examines? Re 
how many Men would employ their Pens, reo 
con, either to prove them genuine, or to cxplod: bo 
them? The Works of Petronius are an evidem fic 
Proof of this Fact. - E ſho 
They who ſet up for this ridiculous Syſtem, up 
which calls into Queſtion, and renders ſuſpicios MF anc 
the valuable Remains of Antiquity, fly to the lg; Me 
norance of the Times in which thoſe Authors were lea 
counterfeited ; But pray remark, my dear Bri, anc 
how one Abſurdity leads to another. What Folly, no 
or rather what Stupidity, is it to believe, that the tho 
Works of Demoſthenes, Quintilian, Virgil, Hora, iſ f 
Perſius, &c. are the Productions of an Age invol-W = 
ved in Ignorance “? Can it enter into the Image 
| x nation 
* This Paſſage wants to be more clearly explain'd: For 
among the few Works which Father Hardouin looks upon 8 
really ancient, he admits of the Satires and Epiſtles of Herr 
and Virgil's Georgicks ; but abſolutely reje&s all the forme! 
Odes, and the latter's Æneid. He pretends to have dilcove!l 
that, 1 don't know how many Years ago, ſeveral Perſons join' 
their Heads together to compoſe the ancient Hiſtory, vii 
was entirely loſt, He knows the exact Period of Time in whit 
thoſe People liv'd, as well as the preciſe Place where they con, 


poſed theis Works, and allows them no other e 
| ntiqul 


Jewisn LETTERS. 185 
nation of any Mortal, that Stupidity and groſs Ig- 
norance ſhould produce that which the profoundeſt 
| Learning and the moſt painful Study could ſcarce 
imitate? The eminent Hiſtorians of this Age have 
| the ſame Veneration for Titus Livy as Statins had 
for the Azeid, which he in a manner ador'd *. 
| Only conſider, my dear Brito, what ſort of People 
they fet up for Authors of Works, whoſe Polite- 
nels and Delicacy are ſtill Patterns to the niceſt 
* Courtiers of this Age. Monks are made the Com- 
polets of the Heroides, and of Ovid's Art of Love; 
and meer Dunces made the Inventors of Demoſt- 
benes*'s Philippics, and of Platarch's Works. But 
ſome of theſe religious Coxcombs concern'd in the 
Republic of Letters, tell us, I hat the Men who % 
compos'd thoſe Works had Wit, and that they who 1 
bought and received them were Fools. The Que- wt. 
E (tion in that Caſe is, If it was poflible that Genius 158 
© ſhould be confin'd to ſeven or eight Perſons ſhur 
up in one Houſe? If it be anſwer'd, that good Senſe 
and Knowledge were not confin'd to one ſingle 
E Monaſtery, it muſt be acknowledg'd, that other 
learn'd Men, diſpers'd in different Parts of Europe, 
and who there compos'd the Works that we have 
now extant, would have made ſome mention of | 
thoſe Forgers of the ancient Writings. 74 
E R 3 Upon 
ö : ntiquity for Helps but Cicero, Pliny, Virgil's Georgicks, and (1 BY 
Horace's Satires and Epiſtles; with a few Calendars and Inſcrip- N 
ions. Deprehendit ille — cælum certorum hominum ante ſecula "hs 
= neſcio quot extitiſſe, qui hiſtoria veteris concinnandæ partes ſuſcepiiſen,. | 
q ualem nunc hobemus, cum nulla tunc extaret. Sib probe notans i 
Þ Mlorum al alem, atque oſſicinam eſſe, inque eam rem iſtis ſubſidio ſuile 5 je 
EF Tullium, Plinium, Maronis Georgica, Flacci ſermones & epiſtolas 3. nam. 

F: lc illa ſola cenſet -e omni latinitate ſmcera monumenta, pretes 


WE 'nſcriptiones admodum paucas, faftoſyue nomullos,”” Hardouini 
Tbronol. ex nummis antiquis refticuta prolus, Pag. 60. 
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Upon the whole, I think that every Man, who 
eſpouſes the Syſtem of this Friar Hardouin, muſt 
chuſe whether he's to pals for a Fool or a Fana- 
tick; and to endeavour to confute ſuch a Heap of 
Abſurdities, is ſhewing them too much Indulgence, 
One Reaſon why the Enemies of the ancient Ay- 
thors ſuſpect the Works of Virgil to be apocrypbal, 
is this: Pliny the Naturaliſt (ſay they) ſpeaks of 
a Virgil, Author of the Bucolichs, but ſays not a 
Word of the Aneid; and therefore the Aneid 
which we have, is not done by the ſame Virgil as 
the Bzcolicks., I can ſcarce keep myſelf from 
laughing at this abſurd way of Reaſoning : By the 
ſame Rule it may be denied, thirty or forty Years 
hence, that the Pſalms were tranſlated into French 
Verſe by Marot, becauſe Boileau, who mentions 
the Works of that Poet, ſays nothing of this Ver- 
ſion. What would the World think of a Man 
who, two or three hundred Years hence, ſhould 
Pretend to prove that the Tragedy of Bajazet was 
not written by Raczze, becauſe his Friend Des- 
Preaux ſpoke of all his other Plays, but made no 
mention of this, though one of that Author's belt 
Pieces? | | 

I make no doubt, my dear Brito, but that thy 
Imagination will be upon the Rack to find out the 
Reaſons which determin'd this Monk to advance 
ſo ſurpriſing an Hypotheſis. I was as much at a 
Loſs about them as thou can be, and ſtill remain'd 
in the Dark, till ſome learn'd Men of this Coun- 
try let me into the Secret, by diſcovering the hic- 
den Springs which ſet the frantick Brain of this 
{mpoſtor a-working. He was a Member of a So- 
ciety *, directly oppoſite to another , which has 
publiſh'd ſeveral Editions of the Greek and Lt 
Nazarene Doctors. Theſe Books, univerſally ap- 
ptauded, have given Umbrage to e te 

| thren; 


That of the Jeſuites, The Congregation of St. Maur. 
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thren ; and therefore he reſolved to leſſen their Au- 
thority, by calling into Queſtion the Antiquity of 
the Authors, whole Works were no other, accord- 
ing to him, than the Productions of Monks, the 
predeceſſors of thoſe who now plead for their An- 
tiquity : And thus he endeavour'd to render his O- 
pinion leſs odious to the Naxarenes, who could not 
be ſuppoſed to fit eaſy under ſuch a Contempt ſhewn 
for their ancient Doctors. 

T his is the true Origin of the ridiculous Opinion 
ſtarted in theſe latter Days againſt the moſt celebra- 
ted Writers, and embrac'd by ſome Ignorants who 
thought to paſs for Wits, and to acquire Reputa- 
tion by applauding ſuch Impertinencies. 

For ſome Years paſs'd, Paris has afforded no- 


thing new that deſerves to be mentioned, but it 1 
won't continue long ſo: The inconſiſtent Hu- 1 
mour of the French would ſoon furniſh me with ts, 
Variety to entertain thee, were I not intended to "x 
leave the Country ſoon and to go for Brulſels in * 
Flanders, where Buſineſs calls me, and from whence N 
I ſhall not fail to write thee. In the mean time ac» 1 


cept of my beſt Wiſhes for thy Proſperity. 


Paris, . 


3 5 
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ISAAC Oxis ro AARON MoONCEca, 


N my laſt Letters I made ſome looſe Remarks 
on the Coptes, the ancient Inhabitants of Eyyy:; 
but I ſhall now endeavour to be more particular. 
This People embrace the Doctrine of one named 
Eutyches, whom the European Nazarenes lock up- 
on to be an Arch-Heretick ; they are extremely 
poor, and, though ſtill pretty numerous, have no 
other Means of ſubſiſting, but by keeping Books 
of Records of the arable Grounds, to which Ot- 
fice their Antiquity intitles them, and is all that 
they enjoy in their ancient native Country. There's 
ſcarce a Tyarkiſh Lord who has not a Copte ior 
keeping a Regiſter-book of his whole Eſtate. 
The European Nazarenes here tell us, that the 
Coptes are of all People the moſt clowniſh, and 
the moſt obſtinate in Error; but, for my part, ! 


have converſed with ſeveral of them, and found 


that they have only the ſame Attachment that all 


Mankind have for the Opinions which they've ſuck'd 


in with their Mother's Milk. I don't know what 
Right an Europeau Nazarene has to accuſe a Naza- 
rene Copte of Obſtinacy ; as they are equally influ- 
_ enc'd by the Prejudices of Education, their Detects 
or their Virtue muſt be put upon an equal Footing 
too. The Europeans tax the Coptes with a blind 


Sabimſſion to ancient Cuſtoms, call d Canons, 2 
| wil 
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with admitting the Opinions of their Biſhops and 
Prieſts as the only Rules of their Conduct. But 
don't they agree in this with all Nazarexes, who 
have an implicit Faith in the Deciſions of their 
Pontiffs, and acknowledge that they have no Right 
to diſpute the Validity of what is determin'd by the 
Allemblies call'd Coxncils* Why would they re- 
quire of the Coptes what they don't think themſelves 
oblig'd to do? and for what Reaſon is the Egypriar 
more oblig'd to call into queſtion, or even to ex- 
amine, any of his Pontift's Deciſions before he be- 
licves them, than the Nazarexe ? | | 
There's no denying but that People of Integrity 
are to be found in all Religions. A Nagarene be- 
lieves, that he neither ought to examine, nor put 
his Faith to the Teſt of Reaſon. A Copte is in 
the ſame Sentiments, and has as much Faith in 
the Knowledge and Candour of his Pontiffs as 
the Nazarene can have in his; conſequently both 
of them (according to their own Principles) ought 
to continue in the Religion which they profeſs, 
without examining or diſputing about it; for I 


think it is very ridiculous that one ſhould require 


of the other what he himſelf condemns. 

Here lies, in my Opinion, the greateſt Defect 
of the Nazareze Papiſt Religion. Reaſon and the 
Light of Nature, which Heaven has beſtowed up— 
on Men for their Conduct, become uſeleſs to 
them. The Moment a Pontiff has pronounced, 
tis done and done: Submiſſion is the Word, and 


they muſt not ſo much as pretend to examine What 
is lometimes directly and viſibly repugnant to good 


Senſe. 

Though the Nag arenes are ſenſible how far they 
turn themſelves into Ridicule by ſuch a Conduct, 
yet they make no Difficulty to brand others, who 
only imitate them, with the ignominious Names 
of Aude and Obſtinate ; and are ſo blind as not to 

perceive, 
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perceive, that the Arguments made uſe of aganſt 
their Adverſaries, are Weapons with which they 
furniſh them. Should the Cotes ſay, Are we wi, 
than our Anceſtors? They believed as we do, why 
not imitate them *. The Miſſionaries, Jeſuites aua 
Nazarene Friars, would be ſo far from allowin 
the Example of Anceltors as an Authority for ce;- 
tain Cuſtoms, that they would immediately cry 
out: Nothing is able to force the latrenchment whey; 
 Obſtinacy is the Guard: Reaſon may make an Ai. 
tempt, but the Fort is impregnable. 

I would gladly ask the Miſſionaries on what 
it is that they found the halt, nay, even the thro: 
Fourths of their Cuſtoms and Ceremonies ? lin 
perſuaded that, according to the laudable Practice 
of Papiſt Nazarezes, they would directly fy 0 
Tradition, which is their Bacephalus in the Day ot 
Battle, and brings them ſafely off when they can 
no longer ſuſtain the Attack. What Injuſtice mult 
it be to deprive others of Privileges which they al 
low themſelves ſo liberally ? How! ſhall it be al- 
low'd in Europe to authorize, nay, even to con- 
fecrate a Cuſtom, how ridiculous ſoever, it it has 
but the Sanction of the Ancients, and in Af-:ca ab- 
ſolutely to forbid the ſame way of Thinking, un- 
der pain of paſſing for ruſtical and head-itrong? 
Let them but ſhew me the Reaſon of this Privi- 
lege, and I'm ready to ſubſcribe to their Sent!- 
ments; but till then I muſt be allowed to piy 
their Blindneſs, as well as that of the Copzes's, or 
rather to deſpiſe the Europeans, becauſe they can 


— — - —_— ; —_ * = — — — — 9 — — — 

— . 2 S — — — - 

Fo _— ** > =D — =» . 

. — — © — . —— — — 8 

. - 4 — — — — — — 
— "IS 
— —— 
— 
apt — — 


* 
| perceive the Abyſs of Errors into which the others t 
| ] are plung'd, without guarding againſt the like un- 11 
1 happy Fate. EE \ 
[| It muſt be however allow'd, my dear onceca, We 
1 that the Copzes are a deſpicable People: They often 
by a . 0-0 i 
x make a ſhameful Trade of their Religion; and 
| 9 | | | ma!ly 
ſ i; 


An Account of Egypt by Mr, Mallet, Part II. Pag. 63. 


pa 
* IP 
DIS — . 
— 2 


— — 
2 N — — 
** WG 21 
— 3 
— 


JewisH LETTERS. 191 


many of them, for a very Trifle, become Converts 
to the Nazarene Religion, which they abandon the 
Moment that they have no further Proſpect of In- 
tereſt from it, and ſo make good a common Pro- 
verb they have among them, No Money, no Church; 
FE Maphis Fellou, mafis Queniſſe *; And thus the Con- 
verſion of the Coptes may be compared to the Service 
of the S- i, with whom the Proverb is, No m— 
10% Swiſs, You may ſay what you will of their 
being plunged a-new into Herely, they mind you 
not, but return to their Mother-Church with great 
E Tranquillity, and tell you gravely, that while they 
were paid they pray'd as Romans, and Caſu failing, 
no more Prayers: By which thoul't be able to 
judge of the Benefit and Progreſs of the Miſſions 
ſo much cried up in Europe. The French who live 
bere acknowledge, that no Copze ever died out of his 
own Religion; and that, ſooner or latter, they all 
return to it: And *tis ridiculous to imagine that it 
can be otherwile, conſidering the Hatred and Con- 
tempt that they have for the Religion of the European 
| Nazarenes. From their very Infancy they hear no- 
thing but Diſcourſes to the Diſadvantage of all Re- 
ligions that are different from their own; they are 
inſpir'd with Sentiments of Hatred to all the Opi— 
nijons of Strangers, and *tis impoſſible for them ever 
to get the better of their Prejudices. | 
In n Europe the Underſtanding may be improv'd. 
lhe Sciences ſerve very much to deliver Reaſon 


| from the Yoke that holds it in Captivity. By Study 


we learn to doubt, and Doubt naturally leads to 
the Search of Truth. In Egypt Ignorance adds 
new Strength to Prejudices, and render them in- 
vincible: And as Superſtition and Ignorance go al- 
ways Hand in Hand, the molt romantick Fables, 
and the moſt extravagant Cuſtoms, appear to be 
admirable Things in the Eyes of a deluded People. 


The 


Y Mr, Mallei's Account of Egypt, Pag. 109. 
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The Coptes, as well as the Nazarenes, beliere 
that their Prieſts, by pronouncing certain Words 
can wipe oft all the Stains of Sin. is true, they 
don't deſcend to Particulars as the others, but on. 
ly accuſe themſelves in general of having tran. 
greſſed in Thought, Word and Deed; and then 
the Prieſt pronounces the Word Allahieranae +, 
which, with a ſmall Preſent from the cleanſ:; 
Sinner to the Perſon who has done this good ();- 
fice, completes the whole Ceremony : For you 
mult know, that the Copze Prieſts are as greedy as 
the European Friars; and it would ſeem that A- 
varice was an Evil inſeparably attach'd to that Pro- 
feſſion. | 

The Coptes are remarkably auſtere in their Faſt— 
ing, and, in Imitation of us, eat only once a Day, 
and that after Sun- ſet. They have Images in their 
Churches, but never pray to them; they only look 
upon them as Repreſentations or Monuments of 
Things paſs'd: And I muſt frankly own, that! 
can't condemn Images as long as they make no 
other Uſe of them f. God in his Law has only 
commanded us not to render them a Worſhip 
which may tend to Idolatry +: He has not on)) 
allowed of their being placed in private Houle, 
but alſo in the Temple, and even in the Sanctuary, 
where two Cherubims were placed upon the Ark). 


Pictures 
* This Word ſignifies, God forgive them. 


t I would beg of the Readers to conſider, whether 4 


Monceca's Enemies Can reaſonably call him Iconoclaſt, and a Hatet 
of Images. 


t The Fathers of the Church, who have maintain'd the v0t- 
ſhipping of Images, endeavour to prove their Opinion from the 
Figures that were placed in the Temple; but their Ad -erlaries 
anſwer, that theſe Figures were never worſhipped, and conle 
quently that their Argument is of no Weight, 


John Damaſcenus, in his Defence of Images, has not been uf. 
mindful of that Particular. Quid autem dicis, arcam illam, rm 
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pictures are ſpeaking Characters that repreſent 
the Events of paſs'd Ages, or of our own Days. 
I can't allow myſelf to think, that the Ule of pi- 
ous Books will ever be condemned, or that they 
will be order'd to be expell'd out of the I'emples ; 
contequently if we look upon a Picture as a Book, 
which only ſerves to improve the Mind, by calling 
back to our Memory the Actions of illuſtrious and 
pious Men, the Ule of it muſt be commendable. 
As there are many Nazarenes who cannot read, 
without the Aſſiſtance of Pictures and Images, the 
Books of the Ignorant, they can have no Know- 
ledge of many pious and edifying Hiſtories: And 
theretore I can't but condemn the extravagant Zeal 
of ſome People who, from a Motive of Devotion, 
have deſtroy'd and broke down Pieces of Sculpture 
and Painting worthy to be admir'd by all Men of 
Judgment and Taſte. In my Travels through Hun- 
gary, and ſome other Northern Countries, I have 
been a melancholy Witneſs of this implacable Ha- 
tired againſt Images; but that Fury, which ſeem'd 
to introduce once more the Barbaricy of the Gozhs, 
is now at End: For the Nag arenes, who are againſt 
the placing of Images in the I'emples, only con- 
demn the worſhipping of them; and have no other 
Reaſon for removing them, but tor the Danger there 
is that the common People, eaſily brought to Su— 
perltition, ſhould run into Idolatry without knows- 
iug it. | 
'Tis very certain, that ſome Nazarene Papills 
do not adore Images, and believe, that their Reli- 
gion orders them not to look upon them but as 
Y OL 8: 8 Things 
Propittatoriam, non manil us eſſe affubre conſecta? Non eſſe opera mantum 
inn? Non, uti cenſes, ex igueminieſi & aſpernebili ma eria ex- 
ſj arora ſunt? Guid autem tal ernatulum lud omne? Nonne imago er. it? 
Nonne wmbre Cr exemplar * Jo. Damaſcen, Apologetic. pro veue— 
tat. ſanCtar imagin, I.. III. Pag. 78, The ſame Father had 


laid but a little befote, Jubet autem (Deus) ut exſeulpent fimilitie- 
am che rubin, ä 
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Things that ought to rouze up their Devotion by 
the Ideas which they preſent to the Imagination : 
but *tis no leſs certain, that none but the Perſon; 
of Judgment and Knowledge are confin'd to theſe 
juſt Bounds :- The meaner Sort are prodigiouſy 
inclin'd to Idolatry, particularly thote dull ang 
ſtupid Mortals who are not capable of diſtinguiſh 
ing betwixt Veneration and Worſhip. A Peaſant 
may be found who, for the Sake of a Piece ot 
Wood repreſenting the Saint that happens to be 
the Patron of the Village, would undergo a thou- 
fand Deaths: He has long Converſations with 
bim, and addreſſes his Prayers to him for a good 
Crop; and, in Exchange, promiſes to make him 
ſeveral Preſents, being really perſuaded that there's 
a ſupernatural Virtue in this Piece of Wood. 

The Roguery of the Monks in publiſhing now 
and then ſome Miracles, contibutes not a little to 
the Deluſion of the People. They declare, that 4 
certain Image has utter'd Words, and that another 
has moved its Eyes, or ſweated Drops of Blood. 
is not this to make the filly People believe that 
in theſe Statues there is ſomething divine and ſu— 
pernatural? And is not this to puſh and induce 
them to Idolatry? What Peaſant is there who, 
perſuaded that ſuch a Statue has often ſpoke, wil 
not imagine that it hears too? conſequent!y, the . 
Figure is no longer a Repreſentation which brings 
them to the Remembrance of ſome pious Man, 
but a Demi God, to whom he pays his Devotions 
as the Pagans did to Mercury or Funo. I bus the 
Avarice of Friars, who want to raiſe the Reputa- 
tion of certain Images, and to diſcredit those 9% 
their Neighbours, in order to bring all the Culio- 
ers to their own Temple, has made a Cuſtom, i 
itlelf pious and uſeful to Mankind, become high!) 
criminal. 


Wat 
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- What I tell thee would not, l'm perſuaded, be 
agreeable to all our Brethren ; they would be ſcan- 
daliz'd, and ſhould believe their Synagogues pro- 
fan'd, were they to ſee Images and Pictures in 
them: But if thou'lt only reflect that we went out 
of Egypt, we parted from an idolatrous People, 
that we were apt enough to give into their Errors, 
and but weakly fortified againſt Idolatry, as ap- 
pears by the Golden Calf raiſed up by our Fathers 
in the Deſert, thou'lt be no longer ſurpris'd at the 
wiſe Precautions that Moſes took to prevent our 
talling into Blunders. What a Happineſs would 
it be to all Nations, had they but ſo wile a Con- 
ductor ! | 
Adieu, my dear Monceca; may Happineſs (till 
attend thee. 


ro. 
Cairo, a 


LETTER IA. 


AARON MON ECA fo IS AAC ON IS. 


RECEIVED, my dear Iſaac, thy Letter upon 
the Manners and Cuſtoms of the Copzes, de- 
ſcended of the ancient Egyptians. Their Debaſe- 
ment puts me in mind of that of the Greeks, Ro- 
mans and Carthagentans; and I can't conceive how 
theſe four Nations, formerly ſo famous, are become 
the moſt deſpicable of the Univerſe. 

The Egyptians were the firſt who knew and cul- 


' tivated the Sciences and Arts. We know of no 


8 2 ſuch 


3 
[ 


196 Jewisn LETTERS. 


ſuch ancient Edifices as the Pyramids, which at ;&c K. 
lame time ſhew the Grandeur of thole who cauted We 
them to be built, and the extraordinary Skill of the | 1 
Architects. Nevertheleſs, two thouſand Years ayg | be 
the Names of thoſe who erected thoſe itately Mou. pe 
numents were as little known as they are now, by 8 
which thou may'ft judge of their Antiquity. The N 
Egyptians traced it farther back than the Deluge: a 
But, ſince the holy Books determine our Faith, it th 
would appear that the Pyramids were built a few W 
Years after the Flood. One Reaſon indeed lecns w 
to ſtand up againſt this Opinion; Could Exypt at * 
that Time be ſo populous as to undertake ſuch w 
vaſt Buildings, which requir'd ſo great Labour, and if 
Juch Numbers of Workmen? Ihe Countries in 0 
the Neighbourhood of the Tigris and Enphrates were tf 
the tirit that were inhabited by the Deſcendants of 0 
N Children, and Egypt not till afterwards. b 
Some Perſons pretend, that the Pyramids might, 0 
probably enough, have been built before the De— h 
lüge. But this Opinion is liable to many Difficul- [ 
ties, and ſeems to have nothing for it but the un- ! 
Known Antiguity of theſe ſame Pyramids. 2 
The Sciences were Cultivated by the Egyptian, a 
Time out of Mind; and the Moment we have the | 
leaſt Knowledge of them, we perceive all the Marks | 


that characterize the Antiquity of a Nation. We 
find a reſolute Religion and Worſhip, Laws and 

Cuſtoms, which ſeem to de of an old Standing. 
The Prieſts of that Nation were the firſt Philo- 
phers, and 'tis pretended that they acknowledy'd 
one God ſupreme, an all-perſedt Being. But I'm apt 
to think, that they never had any true Idea of the 
Deity; and that, when Men came to be plung'd 
into Idolatry, they had no longer any juſt Notion 
of God in whatever Country they lived. When 
I ſpeak of Men I even mean the moſt knowing, 
among Whom 1 rank the Egyptian, ho” and 
man 
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Roman Philoſophers ; the former admitted of two 
Divinities, Firſt and Eternal, viz. the % and 
Moon, which govern'd the whole Univerſe: They 
believed that the whole Maſs of Nature was com- 
poſed of the Subſtance of theſe two Stars, and that 
Spirit, Fire, Earth and Water, were Portions or 
Members of this Body *. This is pretty much of 
a Piece with Sp:oſa's Modifications: And indeed 
the Syltem of this apoſtate Few, we may obſerve, 
was that of almoſt all the ancient Philoſophers, 
who perplex'd and confounded it with ſeveral other 
{alſhoods of their own Invention. So that, when 
we come to unravel this Chaos of falſe and looſe 
Ideas, we ſhall find that the Pagans, who thought 
or ſaid that there was but one God, knew him in 
the ſame Manner that they knew there was but 
one World, and conſequently the God whom they 
believed in, was compoſed of a hundred thouſand 
different Gods; ſince every thing that is material 
has neceſſarily Parts, and conſequently is diviſible. 
It muſt neceſſarily therefore have been, that every 
Part which compoſed the Divinity ſhould be itſelf 
a God: For how abſurd would it be to ſay, that 
a Thing divine is compoſed of Parts not divine? 
It would be no better nor worſe than to maintain 
that thinking Matter (if ſuch a Thing there can be) 


was compoſed of unthinking Parts. 


Wedare not ſay that any ancient Philoſopher ever 
knew God's Spirituality f: None has been able to 
raiſe himſelf to ſo high a Pitch of Diſcerning. Plato 
is the only one to whom the Correſpondence which 
he had with the Fews, has given tome Idea of the 

| * Immate- 


Ideoque tot um nature univerſe corpus Sole & Luna conſummari > 
Cu)us partes jam indicate, ſpiritus, ignis, ſiccitas, humor, & aeria tan- 
dem natura: Equibus, ut in homine, caput, manus, pedes, & alias 


partes numeramus, codem modo corpus mundi conſtat. Diodor. Siculus, 
Lib. 1. Cap. II. | | 


See the Secret Memoirs of the Ret4l!ick, of Letters, Letter Va 
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Immateriality of the Deity ; and yet we can't fl 
that he truly knew it, ſince what he has ſaid about 
it, far from being received by the other Philoſo- 
phers, has been rejected by them as a Thing yn. 
intelligible, and contrary to Reaſon and the Light 
of Nature. Cicero, in examining the different O. 
pinions of Philoſophers about the Nature of God, 
paſſes by P/azo's without ſtopping ; and only fays, 
He has made God without a Body; his Reaſoning i; 
?nconceivable x. But Plato himſelf had no Notion 
of the Divinity, but in a corporeal Manner: And 
the Spirituality which he attributes to the Supreme 
Being, is only a ſort of Subſtance compoſed of 1 
ſubtle fine Matter, which he believes to have been 
the Principle of all that has been created. Hoy 
can we otherwiſe explain ce verbe externe & pri- 
fcre, which is nothing elſe, according to this Phi. 
loſopher, but the Matter which God ejected, or 
which he ingender'd to form the Univerſe? Is be 
not then a material God who ejects Seed? If the 
World be a Part of the Subſtance of God, as Plat 
pretends, admitting, in the firſt place, of a God 
Supreme, then of the viſible God, Miniſter of the 
inviſible God Creator of the World, who is the 
third God; does not this make out as many Gods 
as there are Parts in Matter? And may not this 
Sy ſtem be call'd a rough Draught of that of Spa! 

"Vis my Opinion, that when Men fell into Ido- 
latry God withdrew his Spirit from them, and from 
their Poſterity ; they had no longer any true Know- 
ledge of the Deity, but only a taint Remembrance 
of ſome confuſed Ideas of a Divinity whom their 
Anceſtors had forfaken. 

This Principle, I know, leads to the Opinion, 
that we have no innate Idea of God: But I believe 
tuai a ſtrict Examination of this Queſtion mult con- 

vince 


Jud Plots fine corpore Deum eff: cenſet, id quale ef poſſet i. 
eli g. non poet. Cicer. de nat, Deor, Lib. 1. 
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vince us that the Soul has no innate Idea of the 
Divinity, and that it only acquires what Know- 
ledge it is capable of, by reflecting on many won- 
derful Things which could not have been pertorm'd 
but by an omnipotent Being: For were we to ſup- 
poſe, that the Soul had any ſuch innate Idea, it 
could not poflibly be falſe, and the Characters 
ſtamp'd by the Hand of the Almighty, could not 
be ettaced. But the Pagans were ſo far from ha- 
ving an Idea conformable to that which ought to be 
entertain'd of the true God, that we are greatly 
ſurpriſed at the Errors and Miſtakes into which 
they have given; and to this very Day ſeveral Na- 
tions adore the moſt deſpicable Things. The com- 
mon Anſwer made to this Argument, which I look 
upon as demonſtrative, is, that God imprints, in 
general, in the Heart of Man, the Idea of him- 
lelf; but that it is afterwards corrupted by falſe 
Applications. This is certainly, my dear Iſaac, a 
very poor way of Arguing ; for what is more uſe- 
leſs than theſe abſtracted Ideas which ſuppoſe an 
antecedent Knowledge of Objects that reſemble 
one another. Abſtraction cannot be ſuitable to a 
firſt Idea, which ought to be pure and ſimple, and 
conſequently by no means to that of the Deity. 
*1is abſurd to ſay, that God communicates to us 
an Idea directly contrary to the Being of which 
he intends to give us Knowledge; and to alledge, 
that the extravagant Notions which the Pagans had 
of the Deity, proceeded immediately from God him- 
ſelf: We may as well maintain, that the Soul, in 
its Birth, brings along with it the Ideas of the moſt 
extravagant | hings. 

It may be eaſily made appear, my dear Iſaac, 
that the Idea of the Deity not being innate with 
the Soul, there is none that can be ſo; for had the 
Supreme Being thought proper to communicate 
ſome Ideas to it directly, he would have, no doubt, 
cholen 
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choſen to give Man a clear and diſt ind Knowledge 
of the Deity, preferable to the Ideas of ſome 


Tee ; 

neral Principles of Morality. ” of = 

If it be true that ſome of theſe Principles ate f ; 
born with us, why do Men think ſo diner, Ih ” «+ 
about Things that conſtitute Good and Evil? and lad 
whence comes it that what is blameable in one of 
Country, is look'd upon to be virtuous in anothe;? me 
The Topinambon Canibals think they open the Gate; Th 
of Heaven by cruelly revenging themſelves on their Ide 
Enemies; and he that eats moſt of them, is ac- 10. 
counted the moſt virtuous and braveſt Man *. The 805 


Tarks, and above all the Egyptiaus, look upon Per. | 0 
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ſons as Saints whom the Nazarezes would juſtly WF i 

condemn to the Flames f: They beſtow thegreateii e 

Honours on Monſters who make Humanity blu, MW th 

and who are ſo corrupted that they have only the Fi- thc 

gure of Men a thouſand times more culpable tan 11 

the People who were deſtroyed by a Fire from MW cl: 

Heaven. The Pagans believed that the ſacrificinz WWF to 

of Nazarenes was an acceptable Service to tiert P. 

Gods. The Portugueſe think they do Honour to WW c 

Heaven by burning our Brethren. The Helin WE 
offer to God the Torments which they make the WW. 

Fanſeniſts undergo. The Druſi of Mount L:bauw WM i 

marry their own Daughters, and one Day of tie I! 

| Year enjoy one another's Wives without Diltiu- “ 

| ction F. Where are in ſuch Caſes the innate Prin- © 

| ciples of Morality ? Where is that Agreement WW © 

[ which, by the Scheme of the Sticklers for innate WW. © 

0 Ideas, ought to be univerſal? Experience is agamt . 

1 them, WF © 

0 * Fean de Lery. Chap. XVI. | | 

ith I Audivimus hee dicta & dicenda per interpretem Macre's 1007 1 | 
5 ſuper ſanctum illum quem eo loci vidimus, publicitrs apprime comme: : 

In N . dari eum eſſe ſanctum, divinum, ac integritate præcipuum, ee J tt 3 
13 if ſeminarum unquam eſſet, nec puerorum, ſed tantumodo aſellarum c. 1 
| 4 cubitor atque mularum. Baumgarten. Lib. II. Cap, I. Pag. 73. 81 


t Sec Beſpier*s Remarks pon Ricaut, Tom. II. Pag. 649. 
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them, ſo all their philoſophical Reaſonings muſt 


E vaniſh; and to deny a Thing known to every body 
E who will give himſelf the Pains to conſider of it, 
is to diſpute for Diſputing's Sake. 


Some Perſons think, that the Opinion of innate 


| 1deas is uſeful, and neceſſary to prove the Exiſtence 


of God; and cannot bear the rejecting of an Argu- 


ment which they think deciſive againſt the Atheiſts. 
E The Moment (ſay they) that we can prove there are 


Ideas innate with the Soul, Libertines are forced 


/ acknowledge the Exiſtence of a Deity ; becauſe the 


dul in its Birth bringing along with it the Idea of 


God, it muſt neceſſarily be God himſelf who has 
E :npriated it. They who reaſon in this Manner, 
don't perceive that *tis begging the Queſtion : For 
the Followers of Spizoſa deny thoſe Ideas, and all 
the Time employ'd in endeavouring to prove the 
EF [ruth of them is conſum'd in meer Chicane, which 
clcars up nothing; whereas, ſhould we go directly 
to the eſſential Reaſons, we might eaſily convince 
people blind enough to deny a Thing of which we 

can as readily give them Proofs, as of their own 


Exiſtence. 5 

ſcarce think that there can be any Atheiſt ſo 
fooliſh as to imagine that he has always exiſted, it 
mult therefore follow that ſomething has been be- 
fore him; and, by Retrogreſſion from one to an— 
other, we ſhall find that ſomething has been from 


all Eternity: For it would be the Height of Folly 


to maintain that Nothing can produce a real Being. 


Now, that Being which has ever exiſted muſt ne- 
ceſlarily be all powerful, ſince it is the Source and 


Principle of all other Beings, and that they owe to 
its Bounty their Power and Faculties; and there- 


fore, by a natural Conſequence, this firſt Being 


* 
= 
. 
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mY 


12 


muſt alſo be intelligent, ſince Man finds he him- 


ſelf is ſuch. From whence then could he, who 


is created by an eternal Being, have drawn this In- 


telligence, 


1 


| 
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telligence, if not from that very Eternal Beine 
Therefore he muſt not only be Omnipoteunt, |; 
alſo Intelligent. Sis 
„ What Occaſion have we for innate Ideas to Prove 
invincibly the Exiſtence of God? What is aq e. 


ternal Being, ſovereignly powerful and jintel1io; 
if it be not God ? EP intelligent, 


Fare wel, my Fr jend; may thou be content, aue 
abound with Things that make Life bappy. 
Paris, AK | 
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LETTER LXXXIII. 


AARON MoNCECA ro IS AAC Onis. 


| | Was Yeſterday at a publick Diverſon that! 


had never ſeen before. The Chevalier de Main 
conducted me to the Maſquerade, which js an A.. 
ſembly that may furniſh a Philoſopher with Mat- 
ter enough to reflect upon for thirty Years. I ſtall 
in this Letter endeavour to give thee an [dea of it 
to the beſt of my Capacity. Thou knowelt th: 
Form of Opera-halls, having ſeen at Vienna jul 


ſuch as they have at Paris. When they intend to 


fit them up for a Ball, the Stage and Pit are put 
upon a Level; and the Side-boxes that ſurround 


this new ſort of Parterre, are fill'd with Maſques, 


who often come to the Ball for other Rea!o!s 
than to dance, or to ſee dancing ; Buſinels 0 
greater Conſequence draws them hither : And t, 


here that the Lover and his Miſtreſs, under dife. 
| rent 


tent! 
jealot 
Watc 


Ball 
of M 
Citte! 
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tent Diſguiſes, laugh at the uſeleſs Vigilence of a 
dalous Husband. He may be as much upon the 


Watch as he pleaſes for a whole Year, one ſingle 


| Ball deſtroys all his Precautions. In the Crowd 
of Maſques the Dutcheſs is confounded with the 


© Citteſs, and the Shop-keeper with the Man of 


Quality : And *tis in this happy Place where Love, 
Joy and Pleaſures, are equally the Privilege of e- 
very Mortal. 
| The Pariſiaus have a profound Reſpect for every 
fperſon that has a Maſque on: The Miſtakes which 
- have ſometimes happen'd render them very prudent. 
| If they were leſs circumſpect, they would often 
fail in the Regard due to Perſons of Diſtinction, 
dy too much Familiarity. 
In a Country where Gallantry and Love are the 
principal Buſineſs of three fourths of the Inhabi- 
tants, what comical Adventures do theſe Maſque- 
rades afford. A young married Lady,whoſe moroſe, 
peeviſh Husband richly deſerv'd the unhappy Ful- 
can's Fate, impatiently waited for the Ball to quality 
him for his Admiſſion into the hornified Fraternity, 
and to indemnity herſelf, in the Arms of a paſſionate 
Lover, of the languid Embraces of a jealous Fum- 
bler: But as it was no eaſy Matter to deceive this 
watchful Argzs, who haunted her Night and Day, 
| ſhe could think of no better Way than to give him 
thedlip for afew Minutes in the Crowd and Hurry 
of the Ball; accordingly, a Billet-doux was ſent 
to her Lover to let him know that he would find 
her in the third Box on the Right Hand of the Stage, 
: creis'd in a green Domino. You may judge of 


the Gallant's Impatience for the Hour of Rendez- 
-- Vous: When Eleven truck, he ran, or rather flew, 
O0 the Opera, and, throwing his Eyes towards the 
Place where he was to find his Treaſure, ſaw a 


2 Maſque dreſs'd in a green Domino, and never 
: Coubted but it was bis Angel: He made but one 


Jump 
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Jump to the happy Place, and ſaid all the tender 


Things that Love can inſpire; but the dilguis'e 


Goddeſs made no Anſwer, which ſtrangelh fur. 


pris'd our Inamourato, and turn'd all bis wary | 


Expreſſions into Sighs, Groans and Tears. % 
I. 


(faid he) Madam, is this the happy Moment I bud h 


paſſionately wiſh'd for * Did you only let me fou 
that you were to be here, to have the Satisfactiun 7 
piercing my Heart: For God's Sake! let me hum 
in what I have diſpleas'd you? How! ay Anſwer! 
this Silence kills me. Alas! is this the Reward af 
much Love and The Cavalier would babe 
one on in this plaintive Strain, had not the maſque 
3 burſt out into a loud Laughter, which tur- 
pris'd our Lover; but much more, when, in tte 
laughing Lady unmaſqu'd, he found his own der 
Wife: Yet, as Infidelity in Matrimony is no very 
extraordinary Thing in France, and that a fickle 
Husband is no Phenix there, he ſoon recovct' 
himſelf, laugh'd at the Miſtake, and went in que! 
of the Belle. His Wife had come to the Ball be- 
fore his Miſtreſs, and having the ſame Dreſs, aud 
going into the ſame Box, with perhaps a Dclignto 
meet ſome more agreeable Companion than an 
Husband, it was no Wonder that this double Di 
appointment happen'd. 
This Adventure my Friend the Chevalier told 
me, and likewile another no leſs merry. A Farmer 
General had conducted his Miſtreſs to the Ball: He 
thought he had no Rival, but was miltaken ; tor 4 
Captain of Dragoons was the favourite Lover, and 
the other's Happineſs was owing to his Guiness, 
The fair Lady, having given her Keeper the 9! 
in the Crowd, went out to paſs a Quarter of an E 
in an Hackney - Coach with the Officer: 1 
Vehicles are the happy Retreats which lerve 10! 
Sanctuaries to Lovers during the Ball. Ihe Fa 


mer-General feeling himſelf under tome Motion: 


s 


of C 


banil 
that 
Dulc 
toun 
took 


a litt 


7 - 


5 


withe 
hou! 
Milt: 
ot th 
Ball, 
being 
this 
Kknov 
lOWC 
was 


© read) 


vY 


© tures 


Day 


fatal 


Wade 
ters 


tage 


the 


5.70 
the 


here 


1 
Coin 


Su: 


aga 


BE lirg 


ſur' 
Ih 


3 


Jewisn LETTERS. 205 


of Concupiſcence, thought that the ſhorteſt way to 


baniſh the Temptation, was to ſuccumb to it; ſo 
that he run up and down the Hall in quelt of his 
Dulcinia, whom he at laſt, as he thought by the Dreſs, 
found, ſurrounded with a Crowd of Maſques : He 
took her by the Hand, and propoſed to go out for 


a little, to which ſhe conſented, and ſtepp'd along 


without ſaying a Word; but upon the Stair whom 
hould they meet but the Captain returning with his 


Miſtreſs, who had not put on her Viſard. Judge 


” 
7 r I 


r 


3 
K 


ho 
9 
. 
Od. 


of the Financer's Surpriſe, and how he curs'd the 
Ball, the Captain, his Miſtreſs and himfelf, for 


| being ſuch a Booby : He immediately diſcharged 


this treacherous Woman, and, being curious to 
know what complaiſant Lady had fo readily fol- 
lowed him, he ſoon came to underitand that ſhe 
was one of thoſe. kind Creatures who are always 


ready to oblige any Gentleman in Diſtreſs. 


There's not a Ball but aftords ſome odd Adven-- 


| tures, occaſion'd by Love or Jealouſy. Theſe 


Days, or rather Nights of Pleaſure, are always 


fatal to Husbands, Fathers and Mothers, however 
watchful they may be of their Wives and Daugh- 


ters: The Liberties of the Ball, with the Advan- 


tages of the Diſguiſe, defeat all their Vigilance. 


This Sort of Aſſemblies very much reſembles. - 


the ancient Pagan Cuſtoms in the Temples of 


Cythera and Paphos: I am at leaſt poſitive, that 
the Goddeſs Venus has, at lealt, as many Votaries 
here, who perform their Vows to her. 

Could'ſt thou imagine, my dear Iſaac, that, in a 
Country where Love and Gallantry bear ſuch a 
Sway, Money ſhould be the prevailing Argument 


[2 with the Fair Sex: There are few of them Proof 
= gamſt a handſome Compliment fupported with a 
large Purſe of Red-heads; and I'm very well aſ- 


lur'd that more Hearts arc ſold than given at Paris. 
The Women deny this Fa&, and affect to deſpiſe 
VOI. II. 1 tote 
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thoſe who are influenced by the Motives of Inte. 
reſt, more than by Inclination ; but often ſhe wks 
condemns her Neighbour or Friend, follows tte 
very Maxim that ſhe finds Fault with. 

We are not ſenſible of our own Failings, Self. 
love conceals them; and we only judge ot our. 
ſelves through the Veil of Paſſions that throw + 
Curtain over the Looking-glaſs in which our Mind 
ought to examine itſelf. *I' was thus Philip King of 
Macedonia tomerly preach'd up a Morality to hi 
Son quite different from what he practis'd himſe!t: 
He blamed him for profuſely throwing away bis 
Money among the Macedonians, and reproachcd 
him with depending on Hearts that did not pive, 
but ſell themſelves “. 

All Mankind endeayour to find Means to ex. 
cuſe their Weakneſſes, and Philoſophers them- 


ſelves are even guilty of this Failing, which is, in 


a Manner, to cultivate the Vices. The Women, 
whoſe Vanity riſes higher till than that of Men, 
are alſo more fertile in Excuſes to varniſh over 
Actions the leaſt conform to Virtue. Would they 
excuſe Infidelity to the Marriage-bed, they immc- 
diately fly to a certain ſeducing Propenſion to which 
Nature has ſubjected them, and is conſequently i- 
reſiſtable. In their very Infancy, poor Creatures, 
they were join'd to a Man whom they could not 
love; and why ſhould they be condemn'd to pai 
their gay Days in Sadneſs and Melancholy? It tie 
Laws have made a Deſire, the Work of Nay 

criminal, 


preclarè in epiſtola gu adum Alexandrum ſilium Philippus acci at, 
quod largitione benevolentiam Macedonum conſetletyr, Que te malum, 
1nquit, ratio in iſtam ſpem induxit, ut cos tibi fideles putares fore, que,! 
nia corrupiſſes? An tu id ages, ut Macedones non te regem f, e. 
miniſtrum & pr ebitorem putarent ? Bene miniſtrum & prælitorem, g 
ſordidum Regi. Melius etiam quod largitionem corruptelam di it we 
Fit enim deterior qui accipit, atque ad idem ſemper expcclandus po 
rior. Hoc ille de filto ; Sed præceptum Pm, 071nivuns, Cice 
de Officiis, Lib. II. 
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criminal, why did Men make fuch unreaſonable 
Laws? 2 
'Tis thus a falſe Woman finds Reaſons to juſtify 
her Infidelity ; and the Coquet too is not without 
her Excuſe. “ Is't a Crime (ſays ſhe) to endea- 
e your to pleaſe? If I am not really guilty, What. 
« Harm can the ſoft Things that are ſaid, or Ho- 
« nours that are paid me, do to my Husband? 
Muſt 1, forſooth, becauſe Pm married, ſtop my 
«Ears that | may not hear the Praiſes juſtly due 
« to my Merit? And ſhall I, to humour a jealous- 
« pated Husband, be obliged to ſhun the Company 
« of thoſe who treat me with the greateſt Civility 
« and Reſpect, and confine myſelf, like a She— 
« Bear, to my Den? It he's ſuch a Fool as to fill 
his Head, right or wrong, with Chimera's, to 
E « himſelf be the Blame; for my part, I'm not re- 
* « ſolved to bury myſelt to cure him of his Crot- 
« chets.“ 

'{'is thus the Coquet pleads for her Conduct, 
and why ſhould ſhe not, ſince the Female who 
even ſells her Favours, has Arguments to juſtify 

it? Young, fair and lovely, why ſhould ſhe not 


make a proper Uſe of the Advantages that Heaven 15 
has beſtow'd upon her? Years flip away, Beauty wy 
is on the Flight, old Age advances, and no Pro- 7 


viſion is made for the. laſt dull Period of Life. | 
When the Seaſon of Love is once paſs'd, it returns 3 
no more. A young Woman lovely, and on whom Wire: 
Fortune has not ſmil'd, ought never to forget the "qo 
Fable of the Graſhopper and the Ant, and endea- 8 | 
Your to fill her Coffers while Beauty laſts, or ſeek WM 
tor Relicf in vain. = 19 


Que faiſies — vous autrefois? 
Dit-on a cette Emprunteuſe. 

Je chantois, ne vous deplaiſe, 
Nuit & Four a tout venant, 


3 Vous 
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Vous chanties* Fen ſuis bien giſe. 
Eh bien, gueuſeꝝ maintenant“. 


Thus paraphras'd: 


Say, Beggar, what thy ancient Trade? 
Let me the Queſtion ask. 

To ſing beneath ſome cooling Shade, 
Was Night and Day my Task. 


I'm glad thy former Days were bleſt 
With Joy and cheartul Song, 

But mumping now mult be thy beſt ; 
S0, Madam, get along. 


There's nothing, my dear Tſzac, but what a Wo— 
man can palliate with ſpecious Pretences : Ihe 
more Wit ſhe has, the more Shifts the finds to ex- 
cuſe her Faults. Let us therefore guard againit 
this treacherous Sex, fly from their deceitful Charms, 
and look upon them as certain Draughts, delicious 
to the Taſte, but poiſonous in their Nature. | 
would not be here underſtood as if I thought it a 
Crime in a Philoſopher to commence Lover, et 
that there are not Women who delerve to be c- 
ſteem'd by the ſtricteſt of them all, but only that 
there's great Danger of being deceived in the Choice. 


Ihe Heart is uſually its own Counſellor, and fol- 


lows blindly its own Bent, without calling Reaſon 
to its Aſſiſtance. A Glance of the Eye begets Love, 
which is not the Effect of Reflection: It feeds on 
a certain Sympathy, more than on the Perfections 
of the Object beloved; and often extinguiſhes, with 
out our knowing how or wherefore, and wie 
we leaſt expected ſuch a Change. 

It has been often debated, whether a ſtudious Man 
ought to marry, and many Reaſons have been bd 


Fontaine's firſt Fable turnꝰd into Yeiſe by way of Patod!, 
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ged for and againſt: But my Opinion is, that ' tis 
better for a Man, who intends to make Study the 
principal Buſineſs of his Life, to enjoy full Liberty, 
than to be under a certain Slavery which, how gentle 
ſoever it may be, muſt now and then lie heavy up- 
on him. To be a Woman and not liable to Ca- 
price, is adownright Impoſſibility, and what School- 
men call a Contradiction i termins: So that the 
Caſe is not, who is ſhe that has none? but that ſhe 
who has the leaſt is the moſt reaſonable and de- 
ſerving. A Philoſopher muſt be interrupted in his 
Meditations by the Charge of a Family: In a ſingle 
State, let him be ever ſo poor, he can make a Shift; 
but the Caſe alters much in Matrimony. If he's 
rich, his Troubles (till increaſe : Phe Advancement 
of his Family, the Settlement of his Children, the 
Maggots and Ambition of his Wife; all theſe 
Things, let him be ever ſo much Maſter of him- 
ſelf and of his Paſſions, muſt toſs and torment 
him. So that l'm pretty certain Socrates, natwith- 
ſtanding his philoſophical Phlegm and Patience, 
wiſh'd his dear Half more than once at the Devil; 
and though he ſaid nothing, believe me, ſuch were 


dis Thoughts. If it were the Cuſtom in Fance to 


ſell the Wives when they become tireſome, I know 
ſeveral learn'd Men that would diſpoſe of theirs 
very cheap: And were this Privilege confin'd to 


the Studious, and Men of Letters, we ſhould ſoon 


ſee all tne lazy Fellows in the Kingdom poring 
upon Books. 

Fare wel, my dear Iſaac; thou'rt happy in a Wife, 
who lea cs thee undilturb'd in thy Cloſet, takes 
Charge of Family-cares, and ſweetens thy leiſure 
Hours with her agreeable Converſation : May ye 
be long mutually happy in one another. 

Paris, . 


T2 LETTER 


LETTER LXXXIV. 


AARON MoONCECA 0 ISAac Onis, 


WII N I obſerve, my dear Iſaac, in the Coun- 
tries thro* which I travel, ſo many People 
happy, who are nevertheleſs ſo groſly ignorant 
that they may be almoſt rank'd in the Claſs of 
Brutes, it leads me to reflect on the Trouble and 
Pains that Men of Letters take to tranſmit their 
Names to Poſterity. What Drudgery, what Vexz- 
tions do not the moſt of them undergo? The 
Deſire of piercing through the gloomy Night of 
Ages mult be ſomething very ſtrong that the moſt 
valuable, nay the only Part of Life we enjoy 
ſhould be ſacrificed to it. | 

From the ſmall Number of Years to which Na- 
ture has fix'd the Courſe of human Life, the fir! 
fifteen mult be ſubſtracted, becauſe they are pals'd 
either in Infancy, or in the toilſome Work of E- 
ducation. When we arrive at the thirteenth Lu- 
trum, or ſixtieth Year of our Age, we do nothing 
but languiſh; the Mind and Body begin to droop, 
and are equally expoſed to all ſort of Infirmities: 


Conſequently the Life of Man, taking it from the 


ſixteenth Year of his Age to the ſixtieth, mult be 
reduced to forty five Years ; and this Time, 10 
ſhort, ſo precious, is employ'd by the Learned in la- 
borious, and often diſagreeable Occupations, which 


afford them no other Satisfaction but the Hopes of 


tranſmitting their Memory to Poſterity. 


J con- 
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I confeſs, my dear Iſaac, that the Sciences, when 
we can but ſtrip them of the Difficulties with which 
they're ſurrounded, have ſomething very ſ atisfactory; 
and that a Geometrician or a Natural Philoſopher, 
after twenty Years hard Labour and infinite Pains, 
thinks them all amply recompenc'd in the Diſco- 
very of ſome Truths till then unknown. But if 
they would carefully ſearch into themſelves, they 
muſt find that the Glory of perpetuating their 
Names, has been a ſtronger Motive than the Plea- 
ſure of clearing theſe new Truths from the Chaos 
where they lay buried. Were they certain of be- 
ing the only Perſons who knew them, and never 
allowed to divulge them, I doubt much if they 
would purchaſe the Knowledge at the Expence of 


hard Labour for many Years. 


The Philoſophers and the Learned are conſtantly 
talking of the Contempt of Glory, of Wiſdom, 

and of the Tranquillity of Mind ; but, notwith- 
: ſtanding their noble and pompous Speeches, *tis 


- certain that, without Glory and Vanity, Ignorance 
would triumph over Mankind. To what elſe but 


the Deſire of being diſtinguiſh'd from the Vulgar, 


ol ſurpaſſing others, and of raiſing their Admira- 


tion, does Antiquity owe its Ar:/totle, Plato, So- 
| phocles, Euripides and Demoſthenes? And is it not 
alſo to this that the Moderns are indebted for their 

illuſtrious Men, who have, in theſe latter Days, 


| compoſed ſo many ſublime and excellent Works. 


| If the learned Men had had nothing in View but 
to ſtudy the Moral Virtues, and to render them- 
ſelves perfect in Wiſdom, to know themſelves 
would have been their whole Care, without at- 

tempting to meaſure the Heavens, to follow the 


Planets in their Courſes, to examine and deſcribe 


the Productions of Nature, or to weigh the Air. 
= All theſe Things (would they have ſaid) are uſe- 
J leſs to our Deſigus. What other End ought 
2 | | 6 we 
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« we to propole, but to render ourſelves happy 
e and to do Good to Mankind? Let us theres, 
& ſtudy every thing that may contribute to male 
© us virtuous, and communicate to our Fellow. 
citizens and Friends our ſolid and uſeful Re. 
% flections. Of what Advantage would it be t 
© them to know that there's no Vacuum, and that 
te the Earth turns round the Sun? Such Know. 
& ledge will neither make them more virtuous no: 
% more happy. Some poor illiterate Perſons whg 
& know nothing but what Nature, aſſiſted with 
„ ſome weak and general Inſtructions, has taught 
„ them, are often happier than Men of Letter; 
% How many I radeſmen may we not find why, 
c peaceably employ'd at home in their ſeveral Pro- 
„ feſſions, live contentedly with their Families, and 
„% with much more Satisfaction than the greate(t 
« Philoſophers {ſurrounded in their Cloſets with 
& Books that declaim againſt Vanity and Glory? 


„ *T'is not therefore Knowledge, but Probity, that 


« brings Happineſs. Tis a Folly to imagine, that 
« true Wiſdom is wholly confin'd to Metaphyſ- 
e cians or Rhetoricians, when the Cobler or the 
% Plowman often poſleſs it in a higher Degree. 
« It muſt be ſought where it is to be found; and 
« the harmleſs, quiet Ignorance of the I radeſman 
& is to be preferr'd to the unfruitful and uſelels 


% Knowledge of the Philoſopher.” 


Tis certain, my dear Iſaac, that if the Pecple 
who have been at ſo much Pains to communicate 
to Mankind the Knowledge they have acquired, 
had been influenced only by the Love of Wiſdom, 
they could uot poſſibly have hinder'd themſelves 
from making theſe Reflections; and conſequent!) 
from be ing perſuaded, that to teach the Art of Col. 
tentment was infinitely more uſeful than to Leal 
their Brains about the Diſcovery of ſome T ruths 


of which the Knowledge was of no great Mower: 
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and the Acquiſition attended with infinite Trouble. 
They would have told them freely: “ Make good 
« ufe of the preſent Lime; be virtuous, mind your 
« Buſineſs, and loſe not Moments that are irre- 
« coverable. Time ſlides away: If your Heart be 
« not diſturb'd by the Stings of Sin, and you make 


| « the Laws of Probity the Rule of your Con- 
duct, you have all that's neceſſary to make one 


„ happy. Application to barren and unprofitable 
« Studies would only ſerve to deprive you of the 
« preſent Good, in hopes of acquiring future and 
« jmaginary Advantages : If you can but confine 


| < yourſelf to the peaceable Enjoyment of the Fa- 


« yours which Hcaven has beſtowed upon you, 
« your Happineſs is in your own Hands. How 
« diſmal would the Fate of human Nature be, 
& ſhould its Happineſs depend on the Knowledge 
« of Things entirely foreign to it?“ 
This is, my dear [ſaac, very remote from the 
Language of the Learn'd, and very different from 
their manner of inſtructing Men; and no wonder 
it ſhould be fo: For did they talk at this Rate, 
they would be like the Sovereign Pontiffs, who 


> ſhould exclaim againſt the Belief of Indulgences, 


or, like Merchants, who ſhould diſparage their 


| own Commodities. But this is ſo far from being 


the Cale, that every Man of Letters, on the con- 

: trary, extols to the Skies the particular Study to 
which he applies himſelf, and would even eſtabliſh 
its Glory on the Ruins of other Sciences. A Rhe- 
torician is very ſparing in his Praiſes of Philoſophy : 
In his Opinion, the greateſt Perfection of the human 
Mind conſiſts in the Talent of perſuading by the 
Strength of Eloquence, and of moving the Heart 
by the Loftineſs of Stile. A Philoſopher, on the 
- Contrary, looks upon a Rhetorician as a Differta- 


tor, or Critick, whoſe Diſcourſes throw out a 


| momentary Glare, but offer nothing that's ſolid to 
9 thoſe 
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thoſe who want Reaſons, not Words ; nay fur. 


ther, heeven joins with the Naturaliſt in abſolutely 


condemning the Uſe and Study of Rhctorick, x; 
a Thing pernicious to the publick Good. They 
who maſque and paint Women (ſays a famous Sep 
tic Philoſopher, ſpeaking of the Rhetoricians) 4, 
not ſo much Harm; for not to ſee them in their na. 
tural Colours, is but a ſmall Loſs: Whereas the 9. 
zbers attempt not to deceive our Eyes, but our Jag. 
ment, and to adulterate and corrupt the Nature ij 
Things. The Republicks that have maintain'd then 
ſelves in a regular Government, ſuch as thoſe if Crete 
and Macedonia, made no great Account of an Ora 
for *, | | | 
This Paſſion, ſo common among the Learned, 
of praiſing no Science but that to which they ap- 
Py themſelves; is it not an evident Proof that 
anity, Ambition, and a Thirſt after Glory, have 
a greater Share in their Labours than a Deſire of 
promoting Virtue? For if they ſtudied only for 
the Benefit of Mankind, they would apply them- 
ſelves either to Things abſolutely uſeful, or, if 
they cultivated thoſe that are more curious than 
profitable, they would equally praile all the Sci— 
ences, without giving the Preference to that in 


which they excel; but as they think that the E- 


ſteem in which they are already, will have an In- 
fluence upon that which they hope to acquire, 
Self-love always prevails. The Philoſopher fau— 


Cies, that the more his Philoſophy is reſpected, the 


more he will be ſo himſelf. The Hiltorian, the 
Poet, the Rhetorician, have the ſame Idea; and 


all contend who ſhall moſt emphatically praile 


Hiſtory, Poetry and Rhetorick. | 
The Love of Wiſdom, my dear //aac, hunts not 
after vain Encomiums. A Man who thinks Lite 


loſt that is not employ'd in the Service of ker A 
ow- 


Eſſays of Michael Montagne, Lib, 1, Chap. XV. Pag. 6c7, 
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low-citizens, makes no Difference with reſpect to 
Rank and the Eſteem due to thoſe who, by their 
Inſtructions, adorn the Mind, or improve the Heart. 
But the Vanity and Paſſion of ſhining, and of rai- 
fing themſelves above Competitors, are far from 
inſpiring any ſuch diſintereſted Sentiments : They 
excite Self- love, and produce a Jealouſy, which, tho? 
ſecret, is not the leſs violent; and hence it is that the 
Learn'd render ſo little Juſtice to one another. They 
are under conſtant Fears leſt the Reputation of 
Rivals ſhould eclipſe their own, and ſtop them in 
their Way to Immortality, at which they ſo furi- 
ouſly aim. I think, my dear Iſaac, that I may be 
allow'd to make uſe of the Term Fury, ſince the 
Deſire that Men of Letters have to perpetuate 
their Names far exceeds all moderate Bounds ; 


and ſome of them have committed A& ions as extra- 


ordinary, and, I may even ay, as fooliſh and cri- 
minal, as Eroſtratus. Can there be a Death more 
extravagant than that of Ariſtotle, if what is ſaid 
be true? And is it not a moſt inſufferable Vanity 
to intimate to the World that we will ceaſe to 
live, becauſe we cannot unfold a Secret o. Na- 
ture? That other Philoſopher, who threw himſelf 
into one of the Gulfs of Mount Mina, and left his 
Slippers on the Brink of the Precipiece, that the 
World might know what Death he had made 
Choice of, ought he not to be look'd upon as a 
Victim to the Fury of immortalizing his Name. 
The Moderns have been as anxious for the Glory 
of being tranſmitted to Poſterity, as the Ancients. 
Vanini choſe rather to be burnt alive than to make 
a publick Recantation of his abominable Syſtem : 
He thought that his Followers would leſs eſteem 
his Works, did he not maintain the impious Parts 
of them even unto Death. A very particular In- 
ſtance is reported of him, which clearly demon- 
ſtrates the extravagant Vanity of a Virtuoſo, to ſay 
nothing 
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nothing that may leſſen the Reputation of his Wii. 
tings. When they were tying him upon the Wood. 
Pile, reflecting on the Torments that he was goin, 
to ſuffer, he cried out, O God! to whas Puniſhmey 
am I reſerv'd* A Prieſt, who had accompanied 
him to the Place of Execution, in order to per- 
ſuade him to acknowledge the Exiſtence of the 


Deity, laid hold of Vauini's Exclamation. Ther; 


7s then a God, (aid he) ſince you call upon bim 


is only a way of Speaking, (aniwer'd the Athieſt) 


which ſignifies nothing. | heſe were his laſt Words; 
the Flames of the Pile, that Moment ſet on fire, 
prevented his uttering any more Blaſphemies “. 
Some learned Men, though they have not been 
ſo much led away by Vanity as theſe juſt now men- 


tion'd, yet they have done Things directly contrary 


to their Peace and Tranquillity, in hopes that they 
would render their Names immortal. How many 
have ſuffer'd Baniſhment, Priſons, and the Conhi: 


cation of their Eſtates, who might have avoided 


all thoſe Evils, by ſuppreſſing their Works, or by 
diſowning them? They choſe rather to loſe all 
they had, and to undergo a rigorous Captivity, ot 
Baniſhment from their native Country, than to have 


their Memory extinguith'd. 
The Grecian Biſhop, who conſented to be depri- 


ved of his Biſhoprick rather than to acknowledge 
| bimſelt 


* This Fact ſeems to contradi& Moreri's Account, who af 
ſures, that Vanini's Tongue was cut out: How then could lic 
ſpeak when they tied him on the Pile? To reconcile thcic 
different Reports, we muſt ſuppoſe, that Vanini ſpoke ſome be. 
fore his Tongue was cut out; and that the Moment this 5 
done, the Pile was ſer on fire. Aaron Monceca, to whom I wrote 
at Conſtantinople, to have this Matter explain'd, anſwer'd, That 
he had read the Fact, which he had advanced, in a Ve!) 200d 
Author, whoſe Name he could not remember; but added. that 
theſe were the original Words of the Converſation : % 2% 
Ergo eft Deus, dixit Presbiter, Modus eſt loquendi, reſpondit [an;niu, 


] was inclinable to ſuppreſs this Fact; but after Aaron Monceca's 
Anſwer, I thought myſelf obliged to tranſlate it ſuch as it #45, 
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himſelf not to have been the Author of Theagenes 
and Chariclea a Romance, has had many Imitators 
in theſe latter Ages. Arnaud, Quenel, Saint-Ciran, 
and many other Writers, might have enjoy'd a quiet 


and peaceable Life, had they not concern'd them- 
ſelves in the Affairs of the Limes: And the Anucho— 


rets of Port- Royal, had they wrote no more than 
the Mathurin Monks, or had they only publiſh'd 
Books as bad as thoſe compoſed by Capuchin Fri- 
ars, their Retreat would have ſubſiſted to this very 
Day. The Deſire of immortalizing their Fame, 
and the Jealouſy or Hatred which they had con- 
ceived againR the Jeſuites, have occaſion'd their 
Ruin. | 

How fatal ſoever an immoderate Deſire of Glory 
may be to the greateſt Part of learn'd Men, we 


ought at leaſt, my dear Iſaac, to excule it in them, 


upon account of the Profit which we draw trom 


their Folly : I heir mutual Emulation excites them 


to outdo one another in compoſing a thouſand ex- 
cellent Works; let us therefore pity their Ambi- 
tion, the Primum Mobile of their Productions, and 


acknowledge nevertheleſs that we lie under ObJj- 


ations to the very Crime that we condeinn. It 
Jupplics the want of Virtue, and, without it, the 


Sciences would languiſh. 


[t there be any Faults pardonable, to be ſure it 


mult be thoſe that diſcharge the Office of Wiidom 
10 exactly, that, without long Contemplation, 
there's no Diſcovery to be made of their Impet- 


ſection: Belides, all the learned Men cannot be 


ſaid to carry their Deſires for Glory and Renown 


to Extremes. In all the ditterent States, in all the 
Citterent Profeflions, there are many Pcrions who 


L retch I hings to the higheſt Pitch; and among 


en of Letters ſuch are likewiſe to be found: 


Put there are alſo who curb their Detires, and 
Jeep them within certain Bounds. 80, if it be 


Vo I. II. U true 


— 
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true that all Men are deſirous of Immortality, n 
alſo true that they don't, all, employ the ſams 
Means of arriving at it, nor purchaſe it at the lame 
rice. 
Loet us, my dear Friend, deſpiſe thoſe who Write 
rather to gratify their own Vanity in a diltant Pro- 
ſpect of Praiſe, when they're dead and gone, th 
from a Motive of being uſeful to their Felloy. 
Creatures: If ever we put Pen to Paper, let this, 
this alone, be the Mark at which we aim, and 106; 


upon every other Motive as vain and fooliſh. A4, 
Paris, KEFSIKA 
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LETTER LXXXV. 


AARON MONCECA zo Jacos Bair, Þ 


| D»: 
HE Nazarenes, my dear Brito, are the ft oo | 
who turn their Friars and their ſuperititiovs ! Ted 

Ceremonies into Ridicule. Some brisk and bo de! 

Genius's ſtart up now and then, who, ſhaking o Spa, 

the Chains of Slavery, preſent Reaſon to puvlici the 

View in a glorious Light: But the Monks too! U. 

und Means to darken it, and none but 710 he 

phers reap the Benefit, ſo as to fortity their Mines | Fo 


againſt the Efforts of Superſtition. I have lat! Mon; 


read a Book, (written by a Nazareze) intitlec, ll. of | 
ſtory of the incomparable Don Inigo de Gb In 
tbe Flower of Knights, and Founder of the Inigtihi¹ B ! 
Mowarchy ; with a ſhort Deſcription of the Efie | 

ment and Government of that formidable Empire. 3) | , 


Herdil: 
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Hercules Raſiel de Selva, Gentleman * : Which is 2 
jively and engaging Deſcription of the ſurpriſing and 
extraordinary Actions of one of the moſt il luſtrious 
Hero's of Monachiſm, nay, even of Nagareniſin. 
This Man was a Spartard, and called Inigo, of 
the ſame Character with moſt of his Countrymen, 
that's to ſay, vain, proud, ignorant, an obſequious 


Lover, always ready to undertake the moſt extra- 


ordinary Things, and even to loſe his Life for the 
Fair Sex. 'Tis thus the Author of this Work de- 
ſcribes him, before he was ſeiz'd with a Fit of Re- 
ligion which quite turn'd his Brain: But I ſhall 
here put down his own very Words. Glory and 
Love were his predominaut Paſſions: He did not 


conceive how a Man of Birth and Hononr could live 
| without Ambition, or be happy without Gallantry : 


During the Campaign he gave himſelf wholly up to 
Glory, and brau'd Death and Dangers to acquire it; 
but when the Army was retir'd to Winter-quarters, 


be threw himſelf into Venus? Arms, and forgot the 


God of War. 
This is the Picture which our Author draws of 
his Knight-Errant; for ſuch he conſtantly calls 
Don Inigo de Gurpuſcon, and often compares him 
to Don Quixote. Thowlt perhaps not be diſplea- 
Ted to know how this odd Compariſon came to 


de made: He begins with telling us, that Reading 


Was the Source of all the Extravagancies of both 
the Knight-Errants. The Amadis's turn'd Don 
Luixote's Head, and the religious Romances had 
he ſame Effect upon Don Inigo; having been 


Founded at a Siege, and wearied with being ſo 
gong confin'd to his Bed, a Book, ſays the Writer 


£ t his Pions Follies, intitled, The Flower of Saints, 
m the Caſtilian Language, was brought to him. 


FT bis ſacred Romance, full of marvellous Sto- 


V7.3 « ries 


3 | * This Book was printed at the Hague by the Widow Levier, 
two Volumes O&avo. 
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« ries, had almoſt at firit as great Influence upon 
« him, and afterwards much more, than the Books 
« of Chivalry, which till then were his ſole De. 
„light: He admired, in the Wandering Saints 
4 that Reſignation which embolden'd them to tin. 
« vel all the World over without any Proviſion,” 
This, my dear Brite, is Don Quixote all over; his 
very Terms, Phraſes, Expreflions, Ideas and Sen- 
timents. | 
The Method by which our Author determine: 
his Hero to go in queſt of Adventures, is very 
arch; and in one ſingle Paſlage he ridicules a! 
thoſe who have their Brains over - heated with 1 
ſuperſtitious Devotion, and whoſe ridiculous Ac. 
tions were look'd upon as Miracles by the meanc: 
Sort of Nazarezxes, and preach'd up, as Examples 


of the moſt ſublime Sanctity, by a Crowd of fan 


taſtical Monks. Wherefore (aid the Knight. 
« Errant, Don Inigo, % himſelf) may not I, who 
« am of ſuch a robuit Conſtitution, perform what 
« ſo many Saints of delicate, tender Complexions 
<« have done, and feed with Saint Hilarion on four 
« Figs a Day; or, as Saint Apollonias, only live 
« upon raw Herbs, ſuch as the Ground unculti- 
« yated produces, and which the Beaſts browle: 
« Sleep upright on a Stone, as Saint Pacome; ot 
« ſit in the Trunk of a Tree, ſurrounded wit 
« pointed Stakes, as Saint Zuirard; or even not 
« to go Bed at all, as Saint Dorothy the Theban' 
« Why may not 1 make two hundred Genufler! 
« ons every Day, as Saint Cingalis; pray three 
« hundred Times, as Saint Paul the Hermit; and, 
« jn Imitatation of Saint Policronius, load My 
« Shoulders, when I pray, with the Root of 24 
« big Oak? What! ſhall I, who have ſuffer'd ſo 
« much Torment that my Spaxiſh Leather bus 
« kin might clap cloſe to my Thighs, refuſe to 


„ ſuffer leſſer Evils to become a great Saint? J 
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e a Saint Daniel has had the Courage to imitate 
« the admirable Saint Simeon Stilites, who ſtood 
Night and Day erect upon a Pillar forty Cubits 
« high, what ſhould hinder me to do the ſame 
« Thing, or, at lealt, to remain bended in a Cage 
« placed on the ſharp 1 op of a Rock, or huny in 
« the Air, as practiſed by Saint Baradat and Saint 


| « Thalelle? What ſhould hinder me to quench 


« the Flame of Concupilcence by throwing my— 
« ſelf naked in the Middle of a Swarm of Flies, 
« as Saint Macarias of Alexandria; or, in a Heap 
« of Brambles and T horns, as Saint Benedict; or, 
« jn Water in the Middle of Winter, as Saint Aa- 


( belme and Saint Ulfric ; or, amongſt Ice and 


Snow, as the Seraphick Saint Francis? In fine, 


« what ſhould hinder me to give myſelf daily a 
« thouſand hearty Laſhes, after the Example of 
« Saint Anthelme? and even to imitate the great 
« Saint Dominick, who gave himſelf three hundred 
« thonſand Laſhes every Weck, while he was re- 


BY « pe:ting twenty Pſalters? Was their Fleſh of a 
4 different Nature from mine, or ſhall I yield to 
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« them in Zcal and Courage?“ 
Tis from the Actions of theſe pious, brain- ſick 


Wanderers that our Author determines Don Inigo 


to abandon his former Trade and commence Spi- 
ritual Knight-Errant; and the Motives that induce 


him yield nothing, in Ridiculouſneſs, to thoſe that 


determined Don Quixote. Is there any thing, in 
effect, ſo extravagant as to imagine that the Deit 

takes a Pleaſure to ſce the natty Back-fides of tome 
Monks ſoundly whipp'd, and to be delighted with 
the Extravagancies of two or three Hermites caper- 
ing as Amadis upon the Rock, or as Don Outixote 


upon the Black Mountain? What Stupidity, my 


dear Jacob! the more I reflect upon Men in gene- 
ral, the more I find them fooliſh and to be pitied. 
There's no W dut what they ean adapt 


to 
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to the Notion which they form'd to themſelves of 
the Divinity : They ſmother the natural Light he. 
ſtow'd upon them, by a thouſand Chimera's, and 
by their Follies, render the Supreme Being, whom 
they adore, as deſpicable as the Pagans by their 
ridiculous Multiplication. 

I don't think it more abſurd to believe that a Bit 
of Stick or a Stone has a Spark of the Divine FC. 
ſence, than to imagine that half a Dozen Strokes 
of Diſcipline can intitle us to the Prote&ion of 
an Almighty, Eternal and Supreme Being, or to 
fancy that there's any Relation betwixt Heaven and 
a Capuchin's Buttocks. But (lay certain Nazarene;) 
zheſe Whippings and Auſterities cool laſcivious De— 


fires, How! to refiſt Crimes muſt the Nazareze; 


have Recourſe to Extravagancies? and to divert 
their Minds from Evil, muſt they be benumb'd? 
Tis a Pity they ſhould be ſo wicked that, without 
becoming meer Fools, they can't be virtuous and 
good. The Philoſophers, and even thoſe whoſe 
Syſtems were molt contrary to the Deity, had no 
occaſion for ſuch Extravagancies to keep them right 
in their Morals; Virtue had Charms in itſelf ſuf— 
ficient to attract their Attention and Reſpect. Epi» 
curus, though the Head of a Sect oppoſite to that 
of the Szo:cks, yet forc'd theſe Philoſophers to do 
Juſtice to his Merit, and to acknowledge that his 
Voluptuouſneſs was very moderate and ſober *. 
The moſt illuſtrious Nazareze Doctors have con- 
feſs'd that they were charm'd with the Modelty 
and Temperance of Epicurus ; and yet this Phi- 

loſopher 


Nec eftimatur voluptas illa Epicuri: Ita enim me bercule ſentis 
cum ſobria & ſicca ſit, Seneca de vita beat a. Cap. XIII. 


Epicurum accepturum ſuiſſe palmam in animo meo, iſt evo 2 
diſem poſt mortem reſtare anime vitam & fruttus meritorum, qui 


Epicurus credere nelit, Auguſtinus Confeſſ. Lib, II. Cap. XV 
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foſopher never flead his Back - ſide, nor fancied 
that to rub it with L' horns was the way to become 
virtuous. 3 

The Ridiculouſneſs of the Paſſage which I have 
juſt now quoted, is ſtill augmented by its Reſem- 
blance with that which we read in Michael de Cer- 
zantes, and which firſt determin'd Don Quixote to 
ſet out upon his Knight-Errantry ; but I ſhall here 
tranſcribe it, that thou may'ſt judge whether the 
Worldly or Spiritual Knight was the moſt extra- 
vagant. 

0 Don Quixote acknowledg'd that Cid-Ruy-Dias 
« was a brave Knight, but not to be compar'd with 
« the Knight of the Burning Sword, who, with a 
« ſingle back Stroke, cut in ſunder two monſtrous 
« Giants. Bernardo del Carpio was in favour with 
« him, becauſe in the Plain of Kozcevalles he got 
« the better of the enchanted Orlando, choaking 


him as Hercules did Antæus, that gigantick Son 
| « of the Earth. He always jpoke well of the 
Giant Morgan, who, though of that monſtrous 
„Brood remarkable tor their Pride and Brutality, 
„e was nevertheleſs civil and aftable. But of all 
Men he moſt admired Kinalde of Montalban, 
particularly when he ſallied out to rob all he 
| 4 met, and when in Barbary he ſtole Maßhomet's 
« do of maſly Gold, as the Story goes *.“ 


Thou ſee'ſt, my dear Jacob, that the Parallel be- 


| tween the Hero of Guipaſcoa and La Mancha is 


juſt, and that both of them were induced to com- 
mence Knight-Errants by Reaſons equally extra- 


voagant; yet it mult be allow'd that afterwards Don 


Inigo much exceeded Don Quixote, and, notwith- 
ſtanding his Follies, founded a powerful and for- 
midable Society: For thou muſt know that Don 
Inigo ae Guipuſcoa is none other but the famous 
Ignatius of Loyola, and the Inigbiſtian Monarchy 


* Don Quixote, Lib, I. Pag. 12 
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that of the Jeſuites, which is become ſo formidadie 
to the whole Univerſe. The Author gives a Very 
curious Hiſtory of its ſudden and extraordinary 
Eſtabliſhment in all Parts of the World, in leg 
than ſixty or eighty Vears, in ſpite of the ſtrongel 
Oppoſition from the molt powerful and illuſtribuz 
Societies. Without flying into Invectives, he at. 
fully deſcribes People who are the Subj: & of ge. 
neral Converſation, though but a very tew knoy 
them; and it he does them Juſtice with reſpc& tg 
their good Qualities, he no ways flatters them in 
their Failings, or what they do amis, obſervig 


all along to advance nothing but what rhe Jeſuite | 


themſelves have faid: But, by the Manner ant 
Turn given to what he borrows from them, he 


plainly expoſes the Pious Follies of their Hero, which 
they affirm'd to be Miracles; and is particularly 
mindful of thoſe pertorm'd at his Beatification,Þ 


which did as much expoſe them to the Indignation 


as to the Sneers of the Publick. He arttully lays 
open their ſecret Views, and the moſt hidden Springs 


of their Politicks; diſcovering, at the ſame time, 


in the cleareſt Manner, the Inconveniences of their 


Morality. In one Word, *tis a faithful Picture of 
their Maxims and Conduct; and, excepting th! 


famous Provincial Letters, | have read nothing iof 


good, nor fo well writ upon the Subject. 
This Book being as yet only handed about very 


privately, *rwas by the Chevalier de Maiſin's Means} 


that it came into my Hands. I know not whit 


the Reverend Fathers will ſay when it comes t0 
be more publick ; but I'm pretty well aſſur'd that 


they won't pretend its Deſcent from Heaven, 45 
they did with reſpe& to a certain Book publiſh'd 
by their Inigo, ata Time when he was fo ignorant, 
that ſome Years after, being a Student at the Col. 


lege ot Saint Barbe, he had like to have been whipp'd 


at the Age of thirty three, which oblig'd his _— 
| ciple 
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ciples to alledge, that God had ſent down from 

Heaven to Inigo, by the Angel Gabriel, this myſti- 
ral Book, intitled, Spiritual Exerciſes *. Though 

this Idea is borrowed from the Turks, and that 
' Mahomet pretended the Alcoran had been given to 
him in the ſame Manner, the Jeſuites have made 
no Difficulty to adopt it, as being moſt proper 
for their Deſigns: They have thought there was 
no great Harm in cauſing the Archangel Gabriel 
to take one Trip more to the Earth. But what's 
* moſt diſagreeable for this celeſtial Meſſenger is, 
that they metamorphoſe him into a Hawker of 
very wretched Performances; and, ſince this is 
the Caſe, Pm very much ſurpriz'd that they have 
not made him trot about with the Life of Mary 
Alacoque, and the Truth of the Abbot Paris's Mi- 


racles made evident, which yield to none of the 


Kind. | 

> Take care of thyſelf, my dear Brito; live con- 
tent and happy, and let us make ourſelves merry 
with the Follies of our Perſecutors. 


| Paris, *$**$** 
Paris, ; 


Fe ſirt Ludovicus de ponte, vir omni exceptions major, in vita 
P. Baltaſaris Alvarex, Cap, XLIII. Deum hac exercitia ſancto patri 
noſtro revelaſſe, imo per Gabrielem Archangelum non nemini fuiſſe a 
de para virgine ſiguificatum, ſe patronam corum, fondatricem, atque 
ad ſutricem fuiſſe, docuiſſeque Ignatium ut ea ſic conciperet, Sotwel, 
Bibliothecæ Socict, Jeſu. Pag. 1, 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 
JAc og BaiTozw AARON MonNcec 


N my laſt Letter I promis'd to ſay ſomethin? 
about the Phyſicians of Montpellier, whoſe Re- 
putation flies all over Europe. I had ſeveral Op. 
portunities of converſing with ſome of the mot 
eminent, and am ſtill of the ſame Sentiments that 
I had at Conſtantinople, which ſeem'd not to agree 

with thy Opinion. | 
Phyſick is of all Arts the moſt uncertain. If 
thoſe who make it their Study did not apply them- 
ſelves to Anatomy, and ſome other T hings that 
come within the Compaſs of Chirurgery, 1 do ai- 
firm that a Man may become a Phytician, and 
know all the mighty Springs of that dangerous 
Art, in three Days. Tis true, that long Expe— 
rience, and the frequent viſiting of Perſons under 
different Diſtempers, may give ſome Ideas of cer- 
tain Symptoms, from which the Phyſician ma) 
form Conjectures; but *tis after he has kill'd a 
great many, that he may perhaps cure ſome, and 
therefore he is no otherwiſe to be look'd upon than 
as a Man who has but juſt taken the Doctor's Cap: 
And if we conſider him thüs, three Days Stud), 
in my Opinion, are ſufficient to inſtruct him in the 
principal Secrets of his Profeſſion. 8 
ct 
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There are only ſix medicinal Remedies; all the 
different Names aſcrib'd to them ſignify nothing 
but their different Compoſitions, or their Prepara- 
tion more or leſs ſtrong: So that here, my dear 
Monceca, follows all that's neceſſary in the me- 
dicinal Way, and the whole of Phyſick, v:z, 
Mercury, for the venerial Diſtempers ; Sulphur, 
for external Ailments that go only okin-dcep; 
Hypocacuaua, for Dyſenteries; Emetic Mine, for 
the Diſeaſes that call for a ſtrong Evacuation the 
(uinquina or Bark, for Agues ; Rhubarb, Sena and 
Caſſia, for gentle Purgations. Blooding is as much, 
if not more, the Buſineſs of a Chirurgeon as of a 
Phyſician. The whole Faculty, in all Parts of 


the World, found their Science upon the Knows- 


ledge of theſe Remedies : They now and then in- 


vent ſome Drugs and new Compoſitions, but are 


- ſtill oblig'd to return to the firſt Principles, known 
and practis'd by the meaneſt Country Apothecaries, 
Who perform as many Cures as the Phyſicians of 
Montpellier, and kill perhaps a great many leſs. 


But one Thing is certain, that, proportionably, more 


die in Towns than in Villages; and that there's 
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not a City in Europe where we lee fewer old Men 


than at Montpellier. | 


It is not, however, my Intention to attack the 
Reputation which the learned Phyſicians of this 
City have juſtly acquir'd : I look upon them as good 
Natural Philoſophers and Anatomilts; by which 
Means s$killful Perſons are form'd for the Stone 
and Gravel, and, in ſhort, for all the Diſtempers 
in which the Hand can be of any Uſe towards the 
Cure. In working upon known Subjects the 
Phyticians of this Country have an infinite Ad- 
vantage over others: But are they to undertake 
the Cure of internal Diſtempers, whole Sources lie 
hid; ſuch as, Fevers, Dyſenteries, Head-aches, &&c.? 
They're no better than mcer Country Apotheca- 
ries. 
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ries. The Preſcription is, Mercury, Hypocacyny;; 
Blooding ; and if the Diſtemper proves obſtinate. 
more Mercury, Hypocacuana and Blooding : Seis. 
nare, purgare, cliſteriſare; & fi maladia opraiatrig 
non vult ſe guarire, reſigaure, repurgare, recliſteri. 
ſare n. Let the Sticklers for Phyſick be ever ſo 
much offended at ſuch Jokes, yet 'tis certain that 
the whole of it is reducible to theſe Remcdic; 
known to every Mortal: So that if a Phyffcian 
of Montpellier be allow'd any ſmall Advantage over 
a Country Apothecary, it muſt be in Caſes wherein 
immediate Remedies may be applied, and that he 
can lay his Hand upon the Sore; in that Shape, 
the Knowledge of Phyſick and Anatomy render 
the Cure almoſt certain. 

I have a ſtrong Inclination to think of the me- 
dicinal Knowledge, as Philoſophers do of Matter, 
apon which Matter alone can act. Accordingly Phi 
loſophers muſt not flatter themſelves to perform 
any Cure upon the Parts of the human Body, but 
when they can make immediate Applications to 
thefe very Parts. The Moment they're reduced 
to call for foreign Aſſiſtance, I mean various Me- 
dicines, the meaneſt little Apothecarics are their 
Equals. I have diſcours'd with ſeveral learn'! 
Phylicians as freely as I now write to thee; and 
though they did not abſolutely agree to what ] lid, 
alledging, that Experience made amends for their 
Ignorance of what paſs'd in the haman Body, yet 
they confeſs'd, that ſuch Experience was far from 
being eaſily acquir'd ; and that the firſt Patients up- 
on whom they tried Experiments, had a very fait 
Chance of being quickly diſpatch'd into the othet 
World. *Tis the general Opinion, thou know'lt, 
that the Gentlemen of the Faculty think they bare 
a Right to try all ſort of Experiments upon tc 
Poor and Miſerable, that the Rich may * — 


Aoliere, in his Malade Imaginaire. 
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Benefit of their Diſcoveries. The Story of the 
learn'd Man lying tick in a Hoſpital confirms this 
Opinion; he heard three Phyſicians debating iu 
Latin, if they ſhould make a 1 rial of a Remedy 
upon him which might kill bim: One of the Do- 
ctors urged, that there was uo Caution to be ob- 
ſerv'd with a deſpicable, mean Soul. How happy 
was it for the ſick Man that he underſtood their 


' Piſcourſe, and could reproach them in the ſame 


Language, which he did very pathetically *; and 


by that Means ſav'd his Lite: For the Doctors 


gave over Thoughts of trying new Experiments, 
and treated him fo well and carefully that he ſoon 
recover'd his Health. May the God of our Fa- 
thers, my dear Monceca, prevent our falling into 


the Hands of ſuch People, and preſerve our Health, 
the molt precious Thing on Earth! 


A Cuſtom prevails in this Country, which I 
think very uſeful to keep the Body healthy and 
active. The Youth are brought up in the Uſe of 


Heveral Exerciſes, which facilitate the Circulation 


ot the Blood by Tranſpiration; and it appears to 


me that the Inhabitants in general love Diverſions 


that require Agility and Strength of Body. On 
certain Days of the Year Prizes are beſtow'd on 
thoſe who diltinguiſh themſelves in the publick 
EX xerciſes, in Imitation of the ancient Greeks and 
Womans, I wo or three Days ago 1 was preſent 
At one of thoſe Entertainments, and ſaw leveral 
Foung Men a wreſtling; the Conqueror recciv'd, 


from the Hands of the chief Magiſtrate, by way 


of Prize, a Silk Scarf with a Silver Lace: And 
the Prize of Races is a Piece of Plate curiouſly 


Vor. II. X chaſed. 


4 * Faciamus exherimentum in anima vili. Neſßonſſo. Appelias anint am 
Niem, pro qua Chriſtus paſſus eff mari, This Paſlage is thus repo;t- 


d, but Jacob Brito had wrote it otherwiſe, to avoid the naming 
bt Jeſs Chyſt, of whom the Jews, harden'd in theic Blindneſs, 
WF © much care to ſpeak, | 
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chaſed. I was delighted to ſee in theſe Diverſign; 
an Emblem of the ancient Games of Greece and 
could not but very much approve of Cuſtoms which 
encouraged the Citizens to form themſelves to ba. 
tigue, and to preſerve and augment their Strey 
by the Means of Prizes of which the Diſtribu 
is ſo uſeful to the Good of the State. 

If we examine, my dear Monceca, the Origin a 
the Games and Diverſions of ancient Greece, w. 
ſhall eaſily perceive that Politicks had at lealt 4 
great a Share as the Spirit of Religion, or the Loi; 
of Shews. They had a mind (lays a Freach Ay. 
thor *) zo reaſſemble in the ſame Place, ant 10 fe. 
uuite, by common Sacrifices, different in1:pente 
People, more remote by the Diverſity of Interi|i. 
than by the Diſtance of Places. 

'T hoſe Shews, to which all Greece flock'd, ce 
mented Hearts, ſmother'd Differences, and drywn 
ed Hatred and Diviſion in the Pleaſures they . 
torded, and, without railing Jealouſics, entertain 
a noble Emulation; ſo that they were a tort o 
School, where the Body was, betimes, inur'd i 
the military Fatigues. Races, Wreſtling, au tc 
Combat of the Cettus, were lively Images of ti 
military Exerciſes; and every Grecian, during ti 
Peace, learn'd the Art of War. 

The French formerly had Diverſions not mut 
inferior in Magnificence to the ancicnt 0p 


gib, 
tion 


Games: Their Juſts, at which the Kings aud Pri: 


ces often aſſiſted, were delightful and magnince! 


Sights. Ihe Nobility, paſſionately fond of Ge, 
began their Exerciſes very early, in order to dil 
guiſh themſelves in theſe famous T1 urnaments, 
which the Conqueror often received the Reva! 
from the Hands of his Sovereign. But the tits 


I, 114 


taole 


* Works of Joureil, Tom, II. Pref, Hit. Pag. “ 
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thoſe Turnaments into Difcredit, and in a ſhort 
Time thereafter the Ule of them was quite abo- 
ind. The ſame Policy that prohibited Duels, by 
which the Kingdom was depriv'd of its braveſt In- 
habitants, has alſo conttibuted to the Aboliſhment 
of them. ? I'was reſolv'd to remove every thing 
that had the Air of a private Combat, in order 
to bring the French more eaſily into the Cuſtom 
of employing their Valour only in the Service of 
their King and Country, 

The continual Wars in which France has been 
engag'd, is the Reaſon why they have not percei- 
ved how necellary it is, in [ime of Peace, to train 
up the Nobility in the Ule of Exerciſes, that might 
render Arms familiar to them. *1i1is true, they 
have ſupplied the want of T'urnamcuts by ſeveral 
uleful Eitablithments. The Academies, the Com— 
pauies of Mauſquelaires, and the Bodyguards, are 
Schools to form the young Nobility ; but me-thinks 
they're not duly encourag'd by honorary Rewards. 


In ſuch a well govern'd State as France, there ought 


to be every Year a certain Number of Prizes ap- 


propriated to the military Exerciſes, as in the Cale 
of the Sciences. I would have one properly be- 
longing to the Engineers, and that ſomething ſhould . 


de beltow'd upon every Regiment: The Officer 


who is moſt expert in the Motions and Evoluti- 
ons, the Engineer belt skill'd in the Buſineſs of 
Fortification, ſhould receive the Recompence of 
their Merit publickly at the Head of their different 
Corps; were it only but an Olibe Crown, as a 
Badge of Honour and Glory, what would not they 
do to deſerve it? A red or blue Ribbon is not a 
Thing very eſſential, and yet what won't Men 
j undertake io obtain it? Theſe ſort of Recompen- 
ces animate and keep them in continual Exercile, 
prompt them to Virtue, awaken in every Heart 
I the Love of Glory, _ colt nothing to the State. 
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the Sovereigns only to reward thoſe whoſe 
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How happy would it be for the People, were 
Meri 
rais'd thein above others! What ſuppreſs'« — 
ons would come into their Treaſuries! In en 
many different Shapes might they not eaſe the; 
Feople, and diminiſh the Taxes ! How many We. 
men, Gown-men and Courtiers, would learn u. 
retrench their extravagant Expences, which the 
Widow, Orphan, and wretched Pealant, are often 
obliged to pay. | 

The Miniſtry of France, wiſe and prudent, 9 
endeavour'd torectity the Abuſes in Penſions. Fg 
merly by the Means of Friends about the doe 
reigns, every thing was obtain'd, but now the Cat. 
is altcr'd; Intereſt without Merit won't do. 
often hear ſome Frexchmen exclaiming againſt thi 
commendable Circumſpection of the Miniſtry : 
But they who reaſon ſolidly, and judge without 
Paſſion, extol a Prudence which tends to the Go 
of the State, and to caſe the People, already bit 
too much oppreſs'd by the Miſery of the T imes, 

Whatever prudent Conduct, whatever Care. 1s 
taken in the Management of publick Affairs, t, 
impoſſible to force a general Approbation. lie 
Caprice of Men is ſo great, and they think fo di. 
ferently, that it would be Madneſs to attempt the 
pleaſing of them all; and therefore what Rcalon 
dictates is exactly to be follow'd: When ſhe bas 
once pronounc'd, nothing remains but to delpil: 
vain and ridiculous Cenſures. oy 

Farewel, my dear Monceca; when I arrive 
Spain thou ſhalt hear from me, 

Montpellier, *** 
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LETTER LXXXVII. 


AARON MONCECA r JAcoB BRITO. 


COMMUNICATED thy laſt Letter to ſome 
Natural Philotophers of my Acquaintance, who 
are almolt of thy Opinion about the Uncertainty 
of that Part of the medicinal Art which may be 


call'd an occult Science, and of which the Know- 


ledge is founded upon ſome very deceitful Expe- 
riments. The learn'd Gentlemen of whom J ſpeak 
are abundantly qualified to judge of the Merit of 


its difterent Parts, having ſtudied and examin'd, 


with the greateſt Care, all the Intricacies of that 
Science, which they divide into two Parts; the 
one, uncertain, full of Doubts and Queſtions not 
to be reſolv'd; the other agreeable, and always il- 
luminated by the ſhining Light. of Truth. Under 
this laſt is comprehended Experimental Philoſophy ; 
the other rolls upon the general Principles of that 
Science, and upon the firſt Operators of Nature, 
if the little Atoms, which, by their Conjunction, 


make up all the different Beings in the Univerſe, 


may be thus term'd. 

This Branch of Phyſicks, or Natural Philoſo- 
phy, may be reduc'd to two ſingle Points, which 
contain all the reſt, and neceſſarily carry along 
with them their Examination and Diſcuſſion, vix. 

the Void and the Infinite. Whoever could explain 
| theſe two Queſtions, would render the firſt Part 
of Natural Philoſophy as clear and certain as the 
; ſecond: But I fancy that, as long as there are Men, 
; R 3 the 


the different Opinions for and againſt 1»; 
de diſputed, as well as thoſe that maintain or col. 
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nity will 


demn the Void. Two thouſand Years hence Peg. 
ple will be as much in the Dark about this Mat 
ter as they are now, and future Diſputes will a; 
little clear it up as the paſs'd. The Mind of M4 
being limited, cannot reach to certain I Hings 4 


bove its Sphere; to what Purpoſe then arc end 


Diſputes that ſignify nothing? 
*Tis my Opinion that we ſhould apply to th 
Study of certain Sciences as we do to the reading 
of Romances, take them by way of Amulſcmey; 
and only look upon them as agrecable Dreams. 
By this Means we ſhould abridge many uſeleſs Di. 
ficulties, which only fix the Mind upon Subjcs; 
that are of no Uſe to it, and which it cannot re 
Tonably hope to comprehend. Of this Kind ar: 
the Queſtions that treat of Izfinity : For our fit 
Underſtanding loſes itſelf in Infinity, which pro. 
duces a Chaos of Ideas contrary to one another, 
and keeps the Mind in ſuch Doubt and Confuſion, 
that it can never determine itſelf with any Cer: 
tainty of Truth. 
The ancient Philoſophers have diſputed much: 
bout Infinity, and have advanced probable Argu- 
ments on both Sides. But this Queſtion is fo ful 
of Intricacies, that when the Underſtanding a. 
tempts to dive into it, Objections which it forms 
to itſelf are ſtill in the Way, and ſtop its Career 
ſo that to ſtudy ſuch Matters is nothing but leart 
ing how to be a Sceptic“ . To be convinced d 
the I'ruth of my Opinion, let us but examine tit 
various Syſtems of the Philoſophers, which, hon. 
ever different to Appearance, may be reduced t 


two; among the Ancients, to thoſe of the E.. 


redn; 


* See a Book called 4 Philo ſaphie de bon Sens; or, PI 
cal Nefſlections on the Uncertainty of human Knoubledge. The Denen 
of it is to ſhew how little Certainty thete is in moſt Sciences, 
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rant; and among the Moderns, to thoſe of the 
Goſſeadiſts and the Cartefians : And upon certain 
Queſtions the Sentiments of theſe four Sets may 
be reduced to two particular Opinions ; one, that 
ad mits of void, limits Matter, and fets Bounds to 
its Diviſibility; the other holds, that all is fall, ad- 
mits of Matter's being infinite or indefinite, and 
infinitely diviſible. In examining theſe Queſtions 
we run over that Part of Phyſicks which I believe 
we thall never be able to comprehend. 

It we liſten to an Epicurean, or a Gaſſendiſt, he*l1 
tell us that a Vacuum is abſolutely neceſſary, and 
that without it there can be no Motion. If all. 
« be full (Jays he) how can Bodies ad and change 
« their Places? It would imply a Contradiction 
« to pretend that they can penetrate through one 
« another, that one may poſſeſs the other's Place. 
« This laſt muſt neceſſarily yield. But how ſhould 


it yield, if it be ſtopp'd by another, this other by 


« a third, and ſo on to the World's End, all be- 


ing full, and out of the Power of any thing to 


« yield *. *Tis in vain (parſues the Gaſſendiſt) 


to object, that the ſoft and light Bodies yield to 


the 


* - Locus eſt intadtus, mane vacanſque. 
uod ſi non eſſet, nulla ratione mover 
Res poſſent 3 namque oſſicium quod corporum exſtat, 
O fficere, etque obſtare, id in omni tempore adeſſet 
Omnibus : Hand igitur quid quam procedere poſſet 
Principium, quoniam cedendi nulla daret res. 
Lucret. de Rerum Nat, Lib, I, 


Thus tranſlated by Mr. Creech : 


A Void is Space intangible: Thus proy'd, 

For were there none, no Body could be mov'd; 

Becauſe where e'er the. brisket Motion goes, | 
It till muſt meet with Stops, ſtill meet with Foes : 8 
"Tis natural to Bodies to oppoſe. | 

So that to move would be in vain to try, 

But all would fix'd, ſtubborn and moyeleſs lie; 

Becauſe no yielding Body could be found, 

Which firſt ſhould move, and give the other Ground, 
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the hard and heavy, and that the Motion ; 
Bodies is made like that of Fiſh in Water: Po 


a Fiſh has no Power of moving in its Elemer; 
but by the Means of void; and Particles of 


Water could not poſſibly give way, were ther: 
not little empty Spaces into which the Fiſh, b 
its Motion, drives them. Were every Place 
full, the ſoft Bodies could no more yield thy 
the hard ones do. Without ſome void there 
would be none ſoft, they being ſo by reaſon of 
the empty Spaces that are contain'd within them 


For Inſtance, let us ſqueeze any ſoft Matter, it be. 


comes hard by the Conjun&tion of Parts, ſo ; 
to reſiſt any Impreſſion; which would be the 
Caſe with every body, were all full and cont. 


nous *.-” | 
8 | Though 


> Cedere ſquammigeris latices nitentibus aiunt, 


Et liquidas aperire vias: Quia poſt loca piſces 
Linquant, quo poſſint cedentes confluere undæ: 
Sic alias quoque res inter ſe poſſe moveri, 

Et mutare locum, quamuts ſint omnia plena, 
Scalicet id ſalſa totum ratione receptu ſt. 

Nam quo ſquammigeri poterunt procedere tandem, 
Ni ſpatium dederint latices ? Concedere porro, 
Quo poterunt unde, cum piſces ire nequibunt ? 


Aut igitur motu privandu'ſt ? Corpora quæque 


Aut eſſe adm iſtum dicendu' ſt rebus inane. N 
| Luctet, de Rerum Nat. Lib. !, 


Thus tranſlated by Mr. Creech : 


But ſome object, the Floods give Fiſhes Way, 
Who cut their Paſſage through the yieiding Sea; 
Becauſe they leave a Space where e'er they go, 
To which the yielding Waters circling flow: 
And hence, by an Analogy, they prove, 

That though the World was full, yet Things may move. 
Nut this is weak; 
For how could Fiſhes ply their natural Oars, 

Unleſs the Waves gave way? how theſe divide, 
Except the Fiſh firſt part the yielding Tide ? 

Well then, fight Senſe, deny what that will prove; 


Diſcard: all Motion, and the Power to ſhove; 
Or grant a Void, whence Things begin to move, 


$ dict um de Spinoſa. Patt II. Pag. 48. 
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Though this ſeems to be ſolid Reaſoning, yet 


when the Peripatetick and Carteſian ask how it is 


poſlible to maintain the Exiſtence of a Being which 
is a pure Nothing, the Mind's at once ſtopp'd ſnort 
by this firſt Difficulty, and, by diving into it, ſoon 
torgets the Arguments for a Vacuum or Void: It 
can by no means admit a negative Idea, a Nothing, 
to be a real Being; and therefore remains in a per- 
petual Uncertainty “. 

Let us leave this Queſtion, and conſider the 
Iafinity of Matter. There muſt be empty Space be- 
and the Univerſe, ſays a Gaſſendift, and gives two 
ellential Reaſons for his Atertion. © Suppoſe 
* (/ays he) you were at the Extremity of the U- 
% niverſe, and that you tried to extend your Arm, 
either it will be ſtopp'd, or not; if the former, 
« ſomething exiſts without the Bounds of the Uni- 
« verle that ſtopp'd it; and it you have Liberty 
« to extend it, there muſt be a Space without the 
« Univerſe: Conſequently you muſt allow of a 
« void Space beyond the World, or maintain that 
« Matter is infinite, which is not only abſurd, but 


impious; for there cannot be two Inf:nzes. 
_«& What's zvuſinite comprehends every thing, and 


« muit be GoD: So that to make Matter zfnzre, 
is an abominable Opinion. As for the Evaſion 
« which the Carteſians have borrowed of Chriſtp- 
« pzs, and their ambiguous Word Indefinite, "tis 
„ childiſh, trifling, unworthy of the Candour and 
„ dincerity of a Philoſopher: A Norman may as 
| ** Well 
* Propolitio III. | 
Fepugnat, ut dithr vacuum. 
Demonſtratio. 


Per vacuum intelligitur extenſio fine ſulſtantia torporen 53 — - corn 
fine corpore, quod eſt obſurdum, i. e. It is a Conttadiction to aſſert 
a Vacuum or Void ; for by it is underſtood Extenſion without the 


- Subſtance of a Body, that is, a Body without a Body, which is ab- 


+ Renati Carteſij Princ. Phil. More Geometric demonſt rata per Bene- 
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« well tell me, if I ask him what Money he bas 
„ got in his Pocket, that *tis neither eve tor ;; 
© but partly one and t'other. | 

Theſe are the Gaſſendiſt's Arguments, which ad. 
pear ſtrong and convincing ; but the fame Dificy!, 
againſt the little empty Spaces in the World. «.. 
curs with regard to theſe imaginary Voids by; 
it. The Mind is ſhock'd at the Thoughts of F.. 
tenſion without Parts, and of Space without Natty 
and whatever Bounds I may aſſign to the Univer;- 
my Mind ſtill conceives new Space beyond then, 
— Wherefore Matter muſt be infinite. 
Conſider, my Friend, how obſcure this Point ': 
and what an impenetrable Cloud vails it from 1: 
Eyes of Men. If it be impoſſible for them ge 
to know the ultimate Bounds of Matter, or :: 
be certain of its being infinite, rhe Divilibiliy -; 
this ſame Matter is another Secret which they mut 
eternally be ignorant of. How can it be conceiy'! 
that in the Claw of a Gnat (for Example) ther: 
ſhould be as many Parts as in the whole Univerlc: 
For if Matter be infinitely diviſible, there mult 6: 
an infinite Number of Parts in the leaſt Atom, 4 
well as in the whole World; which is ſhocitins 
to Reaſon. And yet this Argument is {tronge: 
than that of the Epicureaus and Gafjendiſts, whe 
they tell us, That an Atom can be no viherwi! 
reckou'd indiviſible but with reſpect to the Callſi 
of its Eſſence, which admits of no Void. But this 
is begging the Queſtion ; for by denying the Pol 
ſibility of a Void, the Atom of courſe becomes 
divifible. Upon the whole, I fancy that, withov! 
having Recourſe to the pretended Hardnets an: 
Solidity of Atoms, the Diviſibility of a Fly's Foot 


aa, 


gined *. The 


propoſed the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Argument, which runs thus: 


into an infinite Number of Parts, cannot be ina. 


+ Of all the sticklers for the Indivi/ibitiry of Atoms, Sinai b 
« Man 


ec 


Je: 


(„t 
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The Moment we pretend to unite the Idea of 
Infinite to that of Matter, farewel Reaſoning : Ne- 
vertheleſs the Carteſiaus attack their Adverſaries 


with cutting Arguments. However ſmall an Atum 


may 
th Magna & intricata queſtio de atomis ſemper ſuit, Quidam aſſerunt 
„ dari atomos, ex eo, quod infinitum non poteſt eſſe majus alto inſinito + 
* & ſi due auantitates, puta A & dupla ipſius A, fint diviſibilis in 
A mfimtum, poterun: etiam potentia Dei, qui eorum in ſinitas partes uno 
int uit u intellizit, in infinitas partes attt divicli. Ergo, cum, ut dictum 
© eft, unum infinitum non majus fit alio in ſinito, erit quantitas A aqualis 
© ſua duplo, quod eſt ab ſurdu m. Deinde etiam quærunt, an dimidia 
* pers numeri infiniti fit etiam infinita, & an par ſit an impar, & 
« a/:4 exuſmodi? i. e. The Queſtion about Atoms has been ever 
*© intricate and puzzling; ſome are for them, becauſe one Infinite 
cannot exceed another. And if two Quantities, ſuppoſe A, and 
© twice A, are infinitely diviſible, God, who by one Glance views 


© their infinite Parts, can by the ſame Power divide them infinitely: 
© Therefore, one Infinite being equal to another, as already ſaid, 
the Quantity A will be equal to twice A, which is abſurd, . The 
next Thing they ask is, If the Half of an infinite Numbe: be alfo 


infinite; and whether it be equal to the whole, or not: With 


man ſuch like Qteſtions,”” Here you have the Objection in its 


full Force; and it muſt be acknowledg'd that it ſets in a very clear 


Light, the Abſurdity of ſuppoſing an i; finite Number of Parts in a 
nne Body, and of forming an Infinity of Iofinites every Time 
that we divide a Body finite and bounded : But let us lee how 
+ Opinoſa ſol ves this Difficulty, 


Adque omnia (ſays he) curteſius reſpondet, nos non debere ea, que ſub 
noftrum intellectum cadunt, ac proinde clare & diſtincte co cipiutur, 
rejicere, propter alia, que noſtrum intelleclum aut captum, excedunt 3 
ac promae non niſi admodu;m inadequate a nobis percipium ur. Infi- 
nitum vero er us proprictates humanum intelleclum, nua feilicet 
initum, excedunt ; adeoque ineptum fore id, quod clar: © aiſtinfte 
de ſpuci9 concipimus, tanquam falſum rejicere, five 4 aubitare, 
proplerea quod nom comprehendamus infinitum: Et hot 5) cauſam 
Carteſius ea in quibus nullas fines adveriimus, et quai 1 ſunt exten ſio 
mundi, diviſibilitas partium mate ric, &c. pro indefinitis habet. i. e. 
To all which Des- Cartes replies, That thoſe Things which come 
withinthe Reach of our Underſtanding, and are clearly and di- 
ſtinctly conceiv'd, ought not to be rejefted, upon account of 
other Things that lie our of our Reach, and which we cannot 
fully conceive. Infinity, and the Properties belonging to ir, 
are above human Comprehenſion, which is ficite : It would 
therefore be very filly and foolich to reject, as ſalſe, what we 
„ clearly 
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may be (ſay they) the Eaſt and Weſt Sides of it , 
not the ſame, conſequently they are ſeparable ane fi, 
the other; and if ſo, each of them, 4 the ſame Res 
ſon, may be divided and ſubdi vided for ever; ard, 


ob 
LW 
8 


clearly and diſtinctly conceive concerning Space, or ever +; 
** doubt of it, becauſe we can't fully account for lufinity, Wher, 
fore Des- Cartes calls indefinite all theſe Things to which we can z. 
* fignnoLimirs ; ſuch are, the Extent of the Univerſe, the D. 
4 ſibility of Matret, &c.” Ren. Cart. Princ. Philofofh, Pay: J. G. 
More Geometrico demon, per Bened, de Spinoſa, Part II. Pag. co, 51, | 

A Man of Genius, and a good Philoſopher, has given a bet, 
tisfactory Anſwer to Des-Caries's Argument, of which S fern; 
to be ſo fond. Des-Cartes ( ſays he) makes but a weak Attach upo: 
« the Docttine of Atoms: He would perſuade us, that we bre 
«© very well there was no ſuch things as Atoms, or any indiviſih! 
© Particles of Matter; for it there be any Atoms, however ſm; 
«© we may imagine them, they have Extenſion, and may, | 
« Thought at leaſt, be each of them divided into two or mot 
„ ſmaller Portions, Nos, tis impoſſible that our Imagination ca 
«« formto itſelf any thing divitible,withour its being perfe&!y per 
« ſuaded that this ſame Thing can be divided: In like Marne 
© were ve to determine it to be indiviſible, ſuch a Judgment uon 
«© claſh with our own proper Knowledge. 

* To which 'tis anſwer'd, That this Reaſoning proves nothing 
« againſt the Ind:wi/ibility of Atoms. Does the Exiſtence and Ni 
© ture of Things depend upon our Imagination, and the Non. 
t e have of them? When we imagine them of this or that pan. 
« cular Shape, is it any Proof that they can be no otherwiſe? The 
* Carteſian, tor Inſtance, conceives, by the Strength of Fancy, ht 
*© every Atom is diviſible; and from this concludes againſt its lf. 
6 diviſibility. The Epicurean, on the Other hand, fancies that a: 
„Atom cannot be divided; and therefore, in Imitation of De. 
«© Carte,*s way of Reaſoning, makes noDifficulty of affirming it to 
© be ſo.” At this rate they are both in the right, ſince, asthe] 
pretend, the Mind conceives no Ideas of any thing, whithout tit 
Thing's being ſo in Reality: And yet one of the Opinions mu 
of neceffity be falſe. But had Des- Cartes thoroughly confidett 
the Nature of an Atom, and reaſon'd upon it in the folloniz 
Manner, he muſt have abandon'd the Notion of its Diviſtbility: 
An Atom has Extenſion and Parts; but this Extenſion and 
© Parts make up one whole, perpectly ſolid and ſimple, because: I 
<< eternal, and not form'd by ConjunRion, not any Void exiſting 
© betwixt the Particles, and therefore it muſt be indiviſible. 1” 
Coutures Remarg, ſur Lucrece, i. e. Cutures's Remarks #2 on Git 
Tom I. Pag. 348, 


** 
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long as there is Matter, there muſt be two Sides. 
The Mind is here again loſt; and if we deal fin-- 
cerely, it muſt be allow'd that in theſe Matters the 
Learn'd and the Ignorant are upon a Level: So 
that when ſuch Queſtions come to be in Agitation, 
a Philoſopher ſhould ſay with Cicero, when talking 
of the different Opinions about the Soul; Some 


God will determine which of them is the true one *. 


The Deity alone, my Friend, can unfold theſe 
hidden Myſteries, anent which it has been pleas'd 
to keep us in Ignorance; and therefore our En- 
quiry about them is raſh and vain: Beſides, the 
Advantage reap'd from the Diſcovery would not 
balance the Trouble of the Enquiry. What the 


better ſhould we be to know whether Matter is 


infinitely divitible, or not, ſince we are very cer- 
tain that it is fo, as far as is neceſſary for all the 
E of Life? Man, always ready to apply 
himſelf to every thing that is extraordinary and mar- 
vellous, has for three thouſand Years been conti- 


nually diving, with the greateſt Anxiety, into ab- 


ſtruſe and unintelligible Matters; ſo that he ought 
Dow to be highly diſguſted with an unprofitable 
Study, that conſumes fo much Time, and which 
Wight be more uſefully employ'd. But the Rea- 


Jon why moſt People apply to wrong Studies is, 


becauſe the Name of Science is given to vain and 
trifling Acquirements: Thus blinded by Prejudice, 
they cultivate ſuperficial Sciences, and neglect what 
& uſeful and neceſſary. When a Perſon (ſays an 
eminent Nazareze Philoſopher) takes it in his [Head 
to become a learned Man, and is ſeized with a De- 
fre after univerſal Knowledge, he no more examines 
which are the moſt neceſſary Sciences, either for re- 
grlating his Conduct or improving his Mind, but 
1 . oaly 


J * — £ y 4 4 7 7 
Harum ſententiarum que vera fit Deus aliquis viderit. Cic. 


ö 4 me rence Recherche de la Verite, Lvl. III. Patt I, Chap.IV, 
: 1 4. 1 | 
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only has an Eye to thoſe who paſs for Learned in 1, 


World, and to thoſe Qualities which have rende, 


—_— remarkable. 

. I his is what ruins many young People, by giyin, 
them a Reliſh for Studies — * Ge or oat, 
tage. They leave the Univerſity with their Head, 
fill'd with dangerous Prejudices, and fully perſuade; 
that their Maſter, a Scholaſtick Philotopher, aud 
great Admirer of Chimera's, was an eminent Man: 
Jo imitate him is their greateſt Ambition. | 
That Heaven may beſtow on thee Health, Wea!th, 
and all ſolid Happineſs, is, dear Brito, the ſincete 
Wich of 


Paris, REM. 
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LET-T-E-R LXXXVIII. 
| AARON M oONCECA fo IS AAC Ontis 


1 S is ſo agreeable that there's no leav!1: 


it without Concern, yet, though I find u 
by Experience, by all Appearance, this is the 4d 


Letter I ſhall write to thee from this City, intenc 


ing to be gone in three or four Days for Li 


Flanders, and from thence to Bruſſels. Nei 


Countries will, I hope, give occaſion to new KP 


marks, which I ſhall punQually communicate. 


In my Letters from Paris I endeavour'd, vi Vx 
all the Exactneſs I poſſibly could, to make, 


acquainted with the Manners and Cuſtoms 0! 


Inhabitants. The Experience which thou halt i” Þ 


quu 05 


flicks, 
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quir'd, by viſiting the different Courts of Germany, 
will ſupply my Omiſſions or lame Explications. 
Though I would fain flatter myſelf that I have left 
out nothing material, having been pretty full upon 
the Courtiers, Miniſters, Gown-men, Burghers, 
the Learn'd, the Clergy, the common People; and 
when the Directors of Conſciences and V otaries 
have paſs'd in Review, I have finiſh'd my Rounds. 

The Myſticks in France form a ſort of diſtinet 
Republick, which has its particular Laws and Cu- 
ſtoms. The chief and moſt conſiderable of its 
Members are call'd Directors, whoſe Province it 
is to order and direct, with abſolute Authority, all. 
that's to be done; for though in certain Caſes they 
are, in a manner, oblig'd to have Recourſe to the 
Pontifts, yet, as they commonly break through 
that Rule of their Duty, and give a final Deter- 
mination in Matters of the greateſt Importance, 
they may very properly be call'd arbttrary and ab- 
ſolute Judges. 
be Number of Females, in this Se& of My- 
ſtich, is much ſuperior to that of Males ; of which 
lait there are few or none but the Directors, and 
the reſt is compoſed of old Widows, ſuperannuated 
Wives, and young Girls, who, though they are 
not cloyſter'd as the Nuns, renounce nevertheleſs 
all Pretenſions to Matrimony, and are call'd $S:- 
ters, diſtinguiſhable by their different Orders and 
Habits: The moiſt conſiderable are Les Sœurs du 
Frers-ordre, i. e. the third Order Siſters; Les Sœurs 
uu Scapulaire, i. e. the Scapulary Sifters, ſo call'd on 
account of a ſanctified Piece of Stuff about a Foot 
broad which they wear; Les Sœurs de St. Domi- 
vique, i. e. St. Dominick, or White Siſters; Les 
6 du cor don de St. Francois, i. e. Franciſcan, 


o Girdle Siſters, &c. Thoſe of the Holy Piece of 
Stuff wear a grey Gown, with a ſhort black Pet- 
coat; and the Siſters of the third Order are dreſs'd 
4 PS 15 in 


244. Jewisn LETTERS. 
in Black and White. They are all under the Com. 
mand of certain Monks who are conltitutcd the. 
Directors, and make great Intereſt to get inte 
thoſe Poſts: For thou can't but be ſenſible, dear 
Iſaac, how much more agreeable it is to be at the 
| Head of a Battalion of young Girls, than to con. 
mand a Parcel of old Wives and decrepid Widows, 
The different States of this Republick may be rank' 
into three Claſſes; the firſt is compos'd of the U). 
rectors of the Girls; the ſecond of thoſe who tr: 
charg'd wita the Conduct of Widows, among 
whom there are {till ſome to be found who bare 
not loit their Charms; the third is form'd of thu{ 
Who are at the Head of the old Women, a wretch 
dull Poſt truly; but they muſt abſolutely go throug) 
the Drudgery of this Claſs, before they can be admit- 
ted to govern in any of the other two: So that while 
they command this old Corps of antiquated Ma 
trons, there's no frisking Lamb to be found amonz 
the Flock. | 
There's no ſuch thing as liſting in the My}: 
Sec, without abſolutely reaouncing all the Plea. 
tures of Marriage. Widows and Girls have 4 
Right to be initiated into it without Examination; 
but a married Woman muſt promile to forget En- 
zoyment, and all the Satisfaction which it afford. 
ed her; for which Cauſe few of them chuſe to de 
received into the Society of the Holy Siſters, upon 
ſuch hard Conditions, particularly if they have 
Youth and Beauty: And if it happens that any 0 
them, tuned up to a high Pitch of Exthuſiaſin, ate 
willing to bid adieu to the Pleaſures of the Nuptia- 


bed, their Husbands, not at all inclinable to un. 


dergo the Abſtinence enjoin'd by this My/#:c& Ke. 
ligion, give in their Diſſents, and by that means 
put a Stop to thoſe pious Deſigns. 

This Se& has its particular Saints as well as 


Cuſtoms. A certain Dominick, Founder ol the 
monſtrous 
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monſtrous Tribunal of the Inquiſition, and a great 
Perſecutor, is one of the principal Divinities. Claire 
and Roſe, two Nuns, are next in Eſteem, and Fran- 
(015 de Sales is the fourth in Rank among the Pa- 
trons of Myſticitiy. Theſe Men and Women pub- 
Iiſh'd in their Lite-time ſeveral Books ſtuff'd with 
Maxims of their Religions: And a certain Girl, 
Thereſa, has left a full Collection of all the Fal- 
lies with which a troubled Brain and diſtracted I- 
magination furniſh'd her; and which is in as great 
Eiteem among the Myſtichs, as the Alcoran among 
the Mabometans. | $58 © 57 HECHT 
The Myſtick Religion commonly leads to Ox:4- 
tiſm, an Opinion invented by Eaſtern Monks, and 
which maintains that, when we are in immediate 
and intimate Union with the Deity, a ſimple, paf- 
tive and inanimate Contemplation, ſupplies the 
Place of all the Virtues. This Sentiment autho- 
riſes the greateſt Diſorders, deſtroys all Morality, 
and renders all Actions indifferent: Nevertheleſs, 
as the Directors find their Account in this Opi- 
nion, they ſecretly tavour it; tho', upon account 
of the Vigilance of the Magiſtrates to extirpate this 
Doctrine, they only inſtil it into the pious Females, 
choſen Veſlels, to affiſt them in practiſing the Pre- 
cepts of Quietiſm. EO 
Can there be any thing, dear Iſaac, more com- 
modious than a Religion that indulges the Body in 
all the forbidden Pleaſures, provided the Spirit be 
elevated towards Heaven? None but Monks are 
capable of advancing ſuch an extravagant and 
monttrous Doctrine. Had we not daily Proofs 
that this pernicious Opinion has but too many Par- 
tilans, one would be apt to think that 'tis one of 
thoſe Chimera's which the Divines ſometimes in- 
vent, that they may have the Pleaſure to combate 
them. But nothing is more true, than that the 


Y 3 Sen- 
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Sentiments aſcrib'd to the Quietiſts are what they 
are fully perſuaded of. | . 

A certain Michael Molina was the Perſon thi; 
rais'd their Credit, by two Books which he wrote. 
the one intitled La Guide Spirituelle, i. e. The 951 
ritual Guide, and the other, La Communion Pe. 
ticuliere, i. e. Particular Communion. In the Mid 
of Rome, nay often in the Places ſet a- part for th: 
Exerciſe of Religion, he and his Adherents ren. 
der'd this Syſtem fatal to more than one A 
Husband ; and Molina, while his Spirit was abi; 
the Clouds, made, with his Body, more than vr; 
Cuckold upon Earth. But, at length, the jealcy 
Ttalians recovered out of the Lethargy into whic 
the Diſcourſes and Exhortations of this hypo 
tical Doctor had plung'd them: He was excon: 
municated, and condemn'd to a perpetual Priſor 
The Inquiſition judg'd this Puniſhment ſufficient 
whereas, had a Man but doubted of the Maffac 
of the eleven thouſand Virgins, or of the great): 
tue of Indulgences, he would have been condemn': 
to the Flames: But it did not find that the Crim: 
of Molina was of ſo deep a Dye, not having de 
got many more Baſtards, in all his pious Extalis 
than the good King Charlemagne, whoſe Amor 
were no Stop to his being canoniz'd. 

The Error of this Doctor, ſo favourable at: 
indulgent to the Laſcivious, is put in Practice“ 
many of the Myſtick Doctors, particularly thi 
of the firſt Claſs: And not a few of the Sc 
and Roſary, or great Bead, Siſters, who, forſw-er 
ing Matrimony, in order to embrace a purer i 
more perfect State, taſte all the Pleaſures of Lo: 
whereby they are, at laſt, exalted to the true du. 
of Perfection. 1 

The principal Books, in which we find 
commodious Doctrine, are L' Oraiſon Men 
compoſee par un Barnabite, i. e. Mental Fri" 

| | compob- 
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compoſed by a Barnabite, one of the molt pious 
and moſt vigorous 1 that ever the Nazarexe 
eligion could boalt a.. ll inp 5 
"7 £ ſhort Way, to Prayer, and The Song of So- 
lomon in the Myſtick Sexſe, are the Works of 
Madam Gayoz, a molt reſolute Moliniſt, and who 
could not have compos'd them, but after a long 
Practice; by which the Cuſtom of diverting the 
bodily Part here below, and the heavenly Part a- 
bove, became familiar to her. 
A Collection of the Reverend Father Girard's 
Letters, containing an Abridgment of the moſt re- 
fin'd Maxims of Quietiſm; for the Uſe of Miſs 
| . Gayot, Miſs Batarelle, Miſs Lyon, and principally 
of Siſter Cadiere, his favourite Penitent: With a 
Collection of Sentences inſtructive and tending to 
Perfection. To which is join'd a Philoſophical 
Commentary, by the ſame Reverend Father, upon 
thoſe famous Words, Abandounez vous & laiſſez 
faire, i. e. Never mind what's done to your materjal 
Part. | 
| Advice of Father Sabbatier, (the Boſom· Friend of 
ebe illuſtrious Girard) for the Inſtruction of Myſtick 
Directors: A Work in which young Directors are 
taught the neceſſary Expedients to prevent the dan- 
gerous Conſequences of Indiſcretion in the Reverend 
Jiſters aſſociated as Members. of Quietiſm *. 
Ibeſe are, my Friend, the principal Writings 
upon which thoſe who are initiated into the Moli- 
niſtick SeQ are conſtantly meditating, and into 
which they cannot be admitted but by having ſer- 
Ped their Time to the My/tick: So that this laſt 
da fort of Nurſery to the other, and has its Vi- 
ions, Extaſies, Miracles, and ſweet Contempla- 
tions; but does not allow that the Actions of the 
ody and Soul can be in all Reſpects Cond, 


1517 4 he 
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4 * This laſt Work never appear'd, and the Tranſlator of theſe 
7 ettets is of Opinion that Aaron Monceca did but joke. 
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The Pontiffs * uſe all Endeavours to crys. ſuch 
dangerous Opinions: They ſeverely condemn 11,. 
liniſin, and have but a very indifferent Opinion of 
thoſe: who give into the Notions of the Myſtick; 
They're for having the Nazarene Religion prachi 
fed in its Purity; and, to do them Juſtice, it m1} 
be allow'd, that they ſtrictly obſerve the Condud 
of the Eccleſiaſticks to whom they have commit. 
ted the Charge of Souls, but for moſt part 19f: 
their Labour. The Diſorders in the Popiſh Reh. 
gion are not to be attributed to the ſecular Clergy, 
who, as I have already told thee, are generally kg. 
neſt, good Men, and very different from the Monk: 
The Curates (tis thus the French call the Eccle 
ſiaſticks who have the Charge of certain Quarter, 
of the Town or Pariſhes) are commonly char. 
table to the Poor, and always ready to affiſt Fs. 
milies, by ſuccouring the Orphan, protecting the 
Widow, keeping up a good Underſtanding among 
Relations, and by terminating domeſtick Quarre!s: 
In ſhort, they may be called the Fathers of th: 
People under their Charge. Some of the Biſhops, 
in their high Sphere, are influenced by the ſam: 
Spirit of Religion; ſo that I can't conceive how 
the French are ſo foolifh, having ſuch honeſt Prielts, 
as to ſuffer and entertain among them a Crowd 
idle, cheating, debauch'd Fellows, who, in a Mo- 
ment, deſtroy what the others have done with lv 
much Toil and Labour. | 
But what I am now going to ſay will ſurpriſe 
thee ſtill more, and appear to be a ſtrange Parado!, 
though 'tis literally true. The Monks in France 
are hated by the Nobility, deſpis'd by the Clergy, iti 
but ſo, ſo, lov'd by the People; and yet they find 
Means to acquire more Riches and Credit than 
any Body or Society of the Kingdom. I was at 


much Pains to ſearch into the Reaſon of a Thins 
J 


+ The Biſhops, 


ſo ex 
has C 
differ 
Zaren 
in th 
nifl” 
their 
niſm 
divid 
their 
Too 
thing 
nion 
time 
of t 
pack 


Jewisn LETTERS. 249 


ſo extraordinary, and am perſuaded that nothing 
has contributed more to ſupport them than the 
different Opinions upon ſome Articles of the Na- 
zarene Faith, which have ſo long made a Diviſion 
in the Kingdom. Before the Proteſtants were ba- 
nid from France, the Papiſts, out of Hatred to 
their Adverſaries, protected the Monks. Fanſe- 
niſm having ſucceeded to Calviniſm, the Monks 
divided, and each Party ſupports thoſe who are in 
their Intereſt : They look upon them as neceſlary 
Tools; and, truly, if the Monks be good for any 
thing, it is to blow the Coal, which, in my Opi- 
nion, has preſerv'd them in France. Perhaps, ſome 
time or other, the Nation will be made ſenſible 
of the Miſchief which they do, and ſet them a- 
packing. | 

Adieu, dear Iſaac; 1 wiſh thee all good Things. 


. 
Paris, | 


LETTER LXXXIX. 


IS AAc Onis ro AARON MONCECA, 


6 th Y laſt Letter ſave one gave me exceeding 
| great Pleaſure: Nothing could be writ with 
more Cloſeneſs of Thought, or Strength of Rea- 
ſon. Thy Ideas are clear and diſtin& ; and it were 
to be wiſh'd that many Queſtions, perplex'd and ob- 
ſcur'd by the Methods in which they're commonly 
| handled, were clear'd up in the ſame Manner. 
The greateſt Part of Authors who have wrote 
upon abſtracted Points, have left their Subjects 


more 
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more involy'd than they found them; and, inſtead 
of communicating new Light, have encreag' 10 
Darkneſs which obſcur'd them before. It is a vey 
common Fault in Commentators, to perplex thei: 
Texts to ſuch a Degree that none of the genuine 
Sentiments of the Original can be known, afte 
they've once paſs'd thro” their Hands: And ſome. 
times a very good Author falls into Contemy: 
meerly on account of the Miſtakes and Blunde; 
of thoſe who have pretended to illuſtrate and g. 
plain his Writings. | 

I am now reading a Book much deſpis'd by : 
Nazarenes and our Brethren the Fews, and ye 
contains many excellent Things capable to impr:/ 
the Mind with an exalted Idea of the Divine Power 
The Book I mean is the Alcoran, which I had froy 
an Arabi an, written in the Language of that Cos. 
try, and without any Commentary. I allow ti; 
it contains many Errors contrary to the Writing; 
of our Prophets; but I paſs by certain Principles 
of Religion, and look upon it as the Work of 1 
Philoſopher, conducive to the Reformation of Man- 
ners, and therefore deſerving the Eſteem of all ho- 
neſt Men. No Philoſopher, not excepting even 
the wiſeſt and molt learned of the Moderns, 5 
given us ſtronger and more convincing Proots 0! 
the Exiſtence and Power of God, than Mahi: 
has done. See how he expreſſes himſelf in ti 
Chapter intitled Da Miſericordieuæ, i. e. The Mer 
cifal, where he introduces the Supreme Being ſpeab. 
ing in this Manner: „I have created you all. | 
you believe not this, conſider the Bleſſings which 
& you enjoy: Can you ſay you have made them 
« yourſelves? I have appointed that you i! 
« die: I can, when I pleaſe, put other Creatures 
« of the ſame Kind in your Place, and change 


« you into a quite different Form. I have uni 


Souls to your Bodies: If this myſterious Ono 
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| « ſurpaſſes your Comprehenſion, conſider at leaſt 
| « your own Works. Do you produce the Fruits 
« of the Earth? or am | the Cauſe of theſe Pro- 


„ ductions? When I pleaſe, your Fields ſhall. 


« become dry and ſcorch'd ; yet you are haughty, 
« and ſay, What! ſhall the Grain which we have 
60 ſown be loſt ? No; it ſhall not, muſt not be. 


„Vain, fooliſh Creatures, to talk at this Rate! 


« Do but lift up your Eyes to Heaven, and con- 
„ ſider the Rain which falls from it, wherewith 
you quench your Thirſt. Do you extract it 
from the Clouds, or is it I who cauſe it to de- 
« ſcend? If I command, it will not fall at all, 
or will come down fo vitiated that it can con- 
e tribute nothing to the Fruitfulneſs of your Land, 
„ nor be proper to quench your Thirſt.” 

| What think'ſt thou, my Friend, of this Paſlage ? 
How ſublime is it? What exalted Ideas are pre- 
ſented to the Mind? With what Majeſty does it 
repreſent the infinite Power of the Deity, after an evi- 
dent and convincing Proof of its Exiſtence, in theſe 


tew Words: 1 have created you all. If you dont 


believe it, conſider the Bleſſings you enjoy: Have 
you made them yourſelves? Theſe Words contain 
the moſt unaniwerable Argument for proving the 
Neceſſity of the Divine Exiſtence. Seeing we are 
ſeniible that we have not exiſted from Eternity our- 


ſelves, we muſt of neceſſity trace our Exiſtence 


to an eternal Cauſe, a Supreme Being, which has 
not only produced all Things, but alſo preſerves 
and ſupports them in the State wherein we now 
behold them. This wiſe and excellent Rule is a 
| laſting Proof of the Divine Exiſtence, and a con- 
vincing Argument continually preſented to our 
Eyes. We cannot open them without ſeeing the 
admirable Works of the Almighty ; and when 
mut, our Mind ſupplies the Defe&, eaſily con- 
ceiving that a thinking, intelligent Being, ſuch as 


Sw 
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it finds itſelf to be, cannot proceed from + JED 
ciple void of Knowledge. Thus the Majelty an 
Exiſtence of God diſcover themſelves to the Bin 
as well as to thoſe who have the Uſe of the; 
Eyes; and thus, as ſoon as a Man exiſts, be, 
put in Poſſeſſion of the Means of coming to t 
Knowledge of him, becauſe he thinks, and is cn. 
pable of reflecting upon that Thought. 

But if Men are ſo happy as to be endued wit 
the Power of attaining the Knowledge of Gos. 
they ought not, on that Account, to pretend 5 
pry into the Secrets which he hath thought proper 
to conceal from us. It is abſurd that finite Cres 
tures ſhould pretend to a perfect Knowledye « 
the Attributes and Perfections of an infinite Beins, 
or ridiculouſly aſpire to put themſelves upon! 
Level with it. The Knowledge we have of Go: 
ought to be the principal Motive to determine ou: 
Obedience; and to limit his Power, or to preſume 
that a Thing is impoſſible becauſe we cannot com- 
prehend the Manner wherein it may be broug!! 


about, is a moſt extravagant Madneſs, and th: 


Source of the various and different Errors that 
ſpring up under all Religions. See, my dear Mon. 
ceca, how Mahomet confures thoſe who ſet Lounc; 
to the Power of Heaven, and deny the Reſurrec- 
tion of the Body. What ! (ſay the Wickec) 
&« ſhall we die, be reduc'd to Earth again, and there: 
«K after return to the World? What a ſurpriſun; 
& Change muſt this be! But why ſhould they no- 
ce riſe again? Do they not ſee Heaven above them. 
© how I have built, beautified and brought it to 


e ſuch a Pitch of Perfection as excludes all De- 


« fe&s? How I have ſtretch'd out the Earth, mad: 


« the Mountains to riſe, and produc'd all Kinds of 


« Fruits, as an Inſtance of my boundleſs Power! 


% Refreſh'd the Fields with ſeaſonable Showers, 


« to make them produce the different Grains 10! 
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« the Reapers ; nouriſh'd the Palm-tree for the 
Comfort of my Creatures; and, in ſhort, given 
« Life to dead, dry and whither'd Earth? By the 
« ſame Power ſhall the Dead riſe out of their 
« Graves.” 

No Philoſophy can ſet before us a more pomp- 
ous Repreſentation of Divine Power. He who 
hath form'd Man out of a dead Lump of Clay, 
can, no doubt, raiſe him out of the Grave, it be- 
ing no harder Task to afſemble and unite the Par- 
ticles of Matter again, than it was to animate and 
put them in Motion at firſt. Cannot he who bath 
made all Things out of nothing, do whatever he 
thinks proper? There's nothing ſo ſhocking to 
Reaſon as that ſomething can be made out of no- 
thing; and yet not only Religion but true Philo- 
ſophy allo informs us, that Matter muſt have been 
created: For, it it was from Eternity, it mult be 
independent, neither owing its Being to another, . 
nor liable to be deſtroy'd by it; from which this 4 85 
natural Concluſion follows, that God is not vett- ay 
cd with infinite and unlimited Power, becauſe, up- N 

on this Suppoſition, there ſhould be a Being as an- Joh 
cient as himſelf, and which would have no Dc- 1. 0 
pendence upon him. Thus, allowing of a Limi : 
tation in the Power of God, he is no longer to be 113 
conſider'd as infinite, becauſe an infinite Being mult | 
- be infinite in all Perfections. Matter itſelf mult, 
upon this Hypotheſis, be allow'd to be a God, and 

to ſtand upon an equal Footing with the true One. We 

What monſtrous Abſurdities muſt flow from æ 29 

Syſtem which ſuppoſes Matter coeval with God ? i 

It we make a juſt Uſe of our Reaſon, we can't gs 

| help acknowledging that the Supreme Being has 1 
| created, out of nothing, every Thing that cxitts. | 
Hut do we underſtand this Myſtery? No, to be 

ure, we do not: Why then ſhould we ſet Bounds 

to bis Power in other Things, ſecing it is moſt e- - 
Vol. II. 2 vident "4 


/ 


Fe EL. TS. - 8 
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vident that there is nothing which cannot be eaſily 
perform'd by him, who out of nothing hath brought 
all Things into Being? „The Supreme Be 

T1 ; 20 

(ſaith Mahomet) knows thoſe who are unjutt; 
« he holds the Keys of Futurity in his Hand, an, 
none beſides him is acquainted with it. He kno; 
call that is contain'd in the Extent of the Fart: 
and Sea, the Number of Leaves which fall from 
„ the Trees, and the Amount of the Atoms hid in 
« the Bowels of the terreſtrial Globe. There i; 
« nothing dry nor green upon the Earth but why 
is written in the Book of Light. He Giflolve; 
« your Natures in Death, and knows the (390 
« and Evil you have done. — Remember the Da; 
de that he ſaid, Let there be, and every Thing wa, 
&« — He knows what is preſent, paſs'd and to 
« come. He excels in Wiſdom, and nothing e 
« {capes his Penetration. — Abraham, upon e 
« Piſcovery of a ſhining Star in the Night, as|' 
« himſelf, if that was his God? No, replied he 
« with the ſame Breath; my God neither ric; 
« nor ſets *.” 

Conſider, my dear Aaron, all theſe different Pa- 
ſages ; ſee with what elevated Ideas they ſtrike the 
Imagination, and afterwards, from this Specimen, 
form a Judgment of the Book. What beautitu] 
Precepts of Morality are diffus'd in this Work: 
How edifying and ſuitable to the ſublime Notions 
which it gives of the Divinity? As for Inſtance: 
« O ye Faithful, whole Wives and Children arc 
« perhaps your Enemies, beware of their bad [1- 
« tentions! But if you pardon them and leave 
« them, God will be gracious and merciful tv 
« you. Riches and Children are often Obſtacles 
« that oppoſe our Obedience to the Divine Will, 
« but know, that he diſpenſes excecding great Re- 


« wards to the Good and Virtuous, and is 5 N 
N « fear 


* The Alcarar, in the Chapter of Gratifca'i0n', Pag 77 


* 
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« fear'd above all other Beings. Shew Regard to 
« his Commandments. Obey his Laws. Relieve 
« the Wants of the Poor. He who is not covet- 
« ous ſhall be bleſſed. If you lend any thing to 
« God, he will reſtore it multiplied, and pardon 
« your Sins. He loves that Men ſhould do good 
« Offices to one another, becauſe he abounds in 
« Mercy himſelf *.” 

*  Suppoſing that a Terk ſhould obſerve the Pre- 
cepts contain'd in this Paſſage, would he not be a 
Man of Honour, Piety, Virtne, and worthy of 
the Eſteem of all Mankind? Can any Syltem of 
Morality be purer than that which recommends 
Charity, the pardoning of Offences, and which in- 
ſures the Divine Mercy to the Exerciſe of thoſe 
Virtues ? Why then ſhould a Book be deſpiſed that 
contains Precepts ſo directly tending to the Hap- 
pineſs of Socicty ? I could with Men would diſtin- 
guiſnh the Good from the Bad in the Alcoran, and 

| while they exclaim againſt ſome Things, do Juſtice 
to others. The greateſt Part of thoſe who con- 
demn this Book, have never taken the Trouble to 
| read it; and 'tis probable that were they better ac- 
quainted with it, they would ſpeak of it in a dif- 
ferent Strain. How many of the Writings of our 
Kabbies, and even of the Nazarene Doctors, de- 
Herve as ſevere Cenſures as thoſe paſs'd upon the 

| Alcoran, and yet there is not a Word ſaid againſt 
them? I am at leaſt fully perſuaded, that their 
Works don't ſuggeſt a more exalted or refin'd 
Idea of the Deity. Were we to put the Producti- 
ons of ſome Span;ſhp Doctors to the Teſt of a phi- 
loſophical Enquiry, what a Maſs of Errors ſhould 
we dilcover in them? How many Principles con- 
| — trary to Senſe and Reaſon? How many Maxims 
- - pernicious to the Welfare of Society? What a glo- 
| Tious Book would a Collection of all the Monkiſh 


2 2 | Imper- 


* Alcoran, in the Chapter of Deceit, Pag. 110, 
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Impertinencies make! Sure, a Man who ſhouts 74 
down to writea Hiſtory of the Miſtakes and Bly:.. 
ders of the human Underſtanding, would be at, 
Lois for Matter, having ſuch fruitful and copious 
Memoirs before him. 

The Talmud of the Rabbies is a hundred time, 
more ridiculous than the Alcoran. Don't imagine 
that a Spirit of Party influences me to think 60 
in expreſſing my Contempt of it, I forget that | 
am a Caraite. My condemning this monſtroy; 
Work is not becauſe I differ in Opinion from tee 
Authors of it, but as a Philoſopher, and as a Mit 
that follows the Light of Nature; and I make g 
doubt but thou'lt at laſt be of my Opinion: Ee. 
it thou makeſt Uſe of thy Reaſon, 'tis impoſl!h'; 
but that thou muſt chime in with the Cara: 
J,ook into the abſurd Opinions of the Rabe. 
examine thoſe of their Adverſaries, make Uſe «: 
the natural Light which Heaven has given the; 
and then pronounce, Sure I am thou mult quick: 
ly diſcover true Fxda:ſm, and that pure Law int: 
lame Perfection it had when firſt given out by a 
great Prophet and Legiſlator. 

Conſider, my dear Monceca, that the Rabvinici! 


Fews exclaim againſt ſome fabulous Stories in the.” 


coran, and laugh at the Weakneſs of the Turi for be. 
lieving ſuch Chimera's. But Mahomet never vente: 
ſuch Abſurdities as the Rabby Avraham, who im. 
gin'd that the Satyrs and Fauns were human Cres 
tures, but imperfect, becauſe, while they were 5 
making, the Eve of the Sabbath approach'd btore 
God could give them the finiſhing Stroke; 1s 
that for this Reaſon thoſe Monſters, deteſting tne 
Sanctity of that Day, fly to hide themlelves in tte 
Mountains and Foreſts, from whence they tet 
to torment Mankind. 8 
Can Extravagance be carried to a higher Pitc! 


than to look upon the Supicme Being of a mean 
tat ua; 
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Statuary, who, not able to finiſh his Work at the 
End of the Week, leaves it imperfect? How 1s it 
poſſible, my Friend, to reconcile this Abſurdity 
with the Grandeur and inſtantaneous Execution of 
the Divine Operations, to which Nature is all O- 
bedience, upon the Word of Command, changes 
its Form, and may be deſtroy'd in an Inſtant by 
the ſame Power that created it in a Moment. The 
Almighty ſaid, Let there be Light, and Light there 
was: He needs only ſay, Let Light reef, and it 
ſhall be no more. : 
Farewel, my Friend ; may the God of our Fa- 
thers enlighten thy Mind, and dire& thee to turn 
Caraite. 


ro. TOTEED] 
Cairo, . 
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LETTER XC 
AARON MoNcECA #*& Isaac Onis. 


6 A Reflections upon the Alcoran, my dear 

| HT/aac, are very juſt; and Pm fully perſuaded, 
that the greateſt Part of thoſe who pour Contempt 
upon that Book, without making any Diſtinction 

between the good and bad Things contain'd in it, 
ate blinded by their Prejudices. Almoſt all the 

© Nazarexes have falſe, abſurd, and even ridiculous 
Ideas of the Mahometan Religion. They would 

de lels ſurpris'd at the Attachment of the Taru to 
' Mahometiſm, if they enquir'd diligently and with- 
out Pafſion into the Motives which engage them 
- lO if, | 
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It is eaſy to treat, as weak and ignorant, thoſe 


whole Virtues and other Qualities we are unac. 


quainted with. Jo this nothing more is neceſtar 
but to ſuppoſe them entire Strangers to the $6; 
ences; and conſequently that their Ideas are groß, 
confus'd, and vaſtly different from thoſe acquire 
by Application and Study: But as a falſe Suppof. 


tion commonly leads to a wrong Concluſion, 6 


the Nazarezes fall into this Miſtake. They jus: 
of the Genius of the Mabometan Philoſophers 114 
Divines, from the invidious and fabulous Account; 
daily given of them by ignorant Travellers 4. 
Monks, who are always zealous in running donn 
whatever is Contrary to their own Sentiments. U 
on the Credit of ſuch Stories vented by ſome Gre: 


Authors, the Spaniſh, French, Engliſh, Italian, Cu 


max, and other Writers, bave aſcrib'd to Maus, 


ſeveral Things, not only falſe, but contradictory 
to Reaſon. There is nothing more impertiner, 
or contrary to the Truth of Hiſtory, than the Ic: 
which Morer: gives us of Mabomet *. If we vi. 
believe this Prieſt, the Lawgiver of the Tarks wi 
a Man of a very ordinary Character, who, ali 
ciating with the Monk Sergius, compoſed in Cor: 
junction with him the Precepts of his Law, au. 
lometime after prevail'd with a Gang of Robbe 
who had made him their Captain, to receive it. | 
not this a very inſtructive Account of the Matter 
And muſt not thoſe who judge of Mabomet, iro! 
this Repreſentation, juſtly regard, as weak and, 


norant, all ſuch as embrace his Doctrines? 11% 
| | | WO. 


* Malomet, falſe Prophet of Arabia, was born, vecordin 
ſome Authors, on the fifth Day of May, in the Year 579. ! 


Father, who was a Pagan, was called Abdalla, and his Mold, 


who was a Few, was named Emine; both Perſons of the en 
Kank. His Religion, conſiſting of a Mixture of a5} 
the Abſurdities of ſome Chriſtian Hereticks, was embraced” 
icme Robbers and Perſons of a profligate Character h. 405 
nothing of God, nor o! common Honeſty, Mere. A Mule, 


wou 
Idea 
E xtc 
have 


Jewisn LETTERS. 259 


would perhaps think otherwiſe, if they had juſt 
Ideas of this falſe Prophet, and underſtood the 
Extent of his Genius. The learn'd Nazarenes 
have not been unacquainted with this Truth, but 
they did not think it neceſſary to undeceive the 
People; and therefore imagin'd it was proper to 
ſufter them to continue under a Miſtake which 
ſeems to favour their own Religion. Mahomet 


(Jays the famous La Croze *) had very uncom- 
mon natural Talents: He was agreeable, po- 
elite, obliging, and well qualified for conver- 


« ſing with all Kinds of People.” This is the 
Character given him by a Chriſtian Author of the 


| Eaſt, who wrote a Hiſtory of Mabometiſm. With 


regard to his Underſtanding, it is obvious that he 


Was an extraordinary Perſon. This may be dif- 


cover'd with ſufficient Evidence, even in the I'ran- 
flations of his Alcoran; though, in the Judgment 


of thoſe who underſtand the Language in which 
it was wrote, they give but a very imperfect Re- 
preſentation of the Beauties and Majeſty of the 


Original. 


Many other learn'd Nazarexes have done Juſtice 


to Mahomer: But their Books being only in the 


15 
2 54 
| 


Hands of the Learn'd, have not remov'd the com- 
mon Prejudices, which are daily increaſing, and 


carefully improved by the Fables of ſome Naza- 


rene Divines. Bayle takes notice of one invented 
by a Monk; and the Reflections he makes upon 
the Subject are worthy of ſuch a great Philoſo- 


pher f. “ A Benedictin of the Netherlands (ſaith 
* be) wrote a Book in Latin and Flemiſh, con— 
'* taining a great many idle Tales, and, among 
* others, this following: A Genoeſe had ſo great 
* a Curioſity to ſee what the Moors or Saracens 

&« pradtis'd 


Y Hiſtorical Diſſertations upon ſeveral Subjects. Vol. I. Pag. 38. 
Dictionary Hiſtorical and Critical, in the Article of Mabomet. 
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as 1 { 

pracdtis'd in their Moſques, that he got ins. , 
3 them by Stealth, hough he knew Ty 1 
5 Cuſtom, of putting all Chriſtians to Death Ms 
- enter d them, or forcing them to abjure Chriſta 
- nity. He ſoon found himſelf encompaſs d with Ir 

great a Crowd, that he could not diſen aze bin. 
* ſelf; when an Accident bappen'd which er f 
* him to get out immediately, being very wy 1 
* ſed by a natural Neceſſity which he could 5 EE 
the better of; by which Means be ſoon found hi. 
„ ſelf in Danger of Death, the bad Smell which J. 
« ſpread around him having diſcovered the Matte: 
„He freed himſelf from this Danger, by giving then 
. to underſtand that be had been coſtive for a lm 
Time, and upon coming to recommend himſeli : 
„ Mahomet, had found immediate Eaſe ; whe: 
upon they took his Breeches and hung them 15 ty 
„ the Moſque, crying out, A Miracle! a Miracle 
« — Thus one half of the World laughs at the 
« other: For doubtleſs the Mahometars are no 
“ignorant of the ridiculous Stories that are to! 
„of the Monks; and if it were true, that the 
« knew nothing of them, yet it might reaſonab!j 
« be believed that they ſpread Lies and impert. 
« nent Fables againſt the Chriftian Sects. If the; 
« knew of this Story of the Flemiſh Benedi&in, 
« they would perhaps ſay, Theſe honeſt Forget 
« of Miracles frame very groſs ones for us; ne 
« but they know how to invent others of a muc! 
« more refin'd Sort, but theſe they keep for thei: 
« ſelves: They drink off the Wine, and leave us 
« the Dregs.” 

I ſhall make ſome Additions, my dear Iſaac, tv 
the grave and impartial Remarks of this Na 
Philoſopher. If he had travelled among the 727, 


4 


he would have been yet more fully convinced t, 


the extravagant Folly of this Story, which has 10! 
the leaſt Appearance of Truth: For thou know * 
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the Nazarenes who reſide in the Levant are not 
allow'd to wear Turbants, but Caps or Hats, e- 
ven when their Dreſs is otherwiſe agreeable to the 
Faſhion of that Country. So that it is as eaſy to 
diſtinguiſh a Nazarene from a Turk, as it is to per- 
' ceive the Difference between the French and Gre- 
ian Dreſs. How then could the Zzrks ſuffer a 
Nazarene to continue in their Moſque, till the Ne- 
ceſſities of Nature ſhould reduce him to ſuch a 
Strait? By what Chance could it happen, that thoſe 
about him ſhould not take notice of his Cap or 
Hat? What Means could he uſe to get into the 
Moſque, with thoſe diſtinguiſhing Marks of a Na- 
'2arexe about him? If he was diſguiſed, and had 
taken a Turbant, what Occaſion had he to talk of 
his pretended Invocation of Mahomet? As ſoon as 
he paſs'd for a Turk, he was out of all Hazard. 
A ur, who under ſuch a Neceſſity ſhould b-ſh--t 
his Breeches in a Moſque, becauſe he could not 
pet out of it for a Crowd, would run no greater 
Riſque than a Pariſian that ſnould raiſe a diſagree- 
able Smell in the Church of the jeſuites upon Saint 
Ignatius's Day. Both would get off at the ſmall 
Charge of getting their Breeches waſh'd. The 
Imans of the Moſque would not think their Pro— 
phets Noſtrils had ſuffer'd by this noiſome Exhala- 
tion; nor would they punith the Author of it any 
further than they ſhould think the Action influenced 
by Contempt: And in this they would act a very 
rational Part. The Jeſuites, to be ſure, upon ſuch 
an Occaſion, would not be more tractable than 
the Mahometans. How would they treat a Janſe- 
niſt who ſhould diſturb them in the Celebration of 
their Patriarch's Feſtival in ſuch an indecent Man- 
ner? And how would the Fauſeriſts, in their Turn, 
reſent a Moliuiſt's profaning the Tomb of Abbey 
Paris by ſuch impure Perfumes? It would be a 
3 great 
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great Happineſs to him if he could find an Expe. ments 
dient to ſave his Life, by cauſing an idle Trich x It is c 
his own to paſs for one of the Miracles of h city t 
Saint; and to ſwear, that his Conſtitution not be. burthe 
ing of ſufficient Strength to be Proof againſt Con. more 
vulſions, the Holy Deacon had effectually cure; is tha 
him by a ſudden Revolution in his Guts. At f #1, 


favour of thoſe Sentiments they've imbib'd tro 


all the Janſeniſts would cry out, A Miracle! . Þ k. N 
Account of the miraculous Cure would be cue. not! 
tully inſerted in the Nozvelles Eccleſiaſticks ; au. ſpea 
the Pontiff of Montpellier would publiſh a Ma I Acce: 
feſto, to atteſt its being genuine. ment 
When Philoſophers, my dear Iſaac, enquire in; W Sa 


that Partiality which all Men in general have 


their Infancy, they laugh at the Origin of al] t: 
ridiculous Stories, which different Religions fu. 
geſt to one another. What Abſurdities do tt; 
common Sort of the Tarks ſpread concerning th 
Creed of the Nazarenes? and what ſtrange Fables 
do the Chriſtians forge concerning us? To judge 
of a Religion from the Writings of Authors of an 
oppoſite Party, is as extravagant as to ſearch for 
true Hiſtory in the Tales of the Fairies, or tit 
Thouſand and one Nights, &c. 

If we will believe three fourths of the Nazaret 
Doctors, nothing keeps the Tarks in their Blint 
neſs but either their Immorality, or their Ignorance 
of Nazareniſm; and yet there is nothing more fal 
The Mahometaus are well acquainted with the Sen. 
timents of their Adverſaries ; and they have ſeveral 
controverſial Authors who have confuted them, ane 
that by Arguments which are not only capable t0 
impreſs the Minds of Perſons prepoſſeſs'd wi 200 
Prejudices, as the Tarte certainly are, but allo Þ „ 
of thoſe who have juſt Pretences to Diſintereſtec- de ( 
neſs and Impartiality, and want to have their Ju?" Þ Yn h 


ments Þ dee 
| 3 ol. 
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ments determined by the Force of natural Reaſon *. 
It is certain, my dear Iſaac, that the more Simpli- 
city there is in any Religion, and the leſs it is 
durthened with fundamental Points, ſo much the 
more eaſy it is to defend ſuch a Religion. Ibis 
is that which gives ſo particular a Beauty to Ju- 
g2i/m, and demonſtrates the Truth and Dignity of 


jt. Now, next to the Religion of the Fews, there 


1 nothing more ſimple than that of the Mahometans. 
ſpeak not here of Ceremonies ; theſe being only 
Acceſſaries, which have no Concern with funda- 
mental Principles, neceſſary to be believ'd in order 
to Salvation. Beſides, all Religions, excepting that 
of the reform'd Naxarenes, are equally over-loaded 
with hurtful U ſages, and vicious Cuſtoms, gradu- 
ally and inſenſibly introduced. Every wiſe Man 
conſiders them as Things foreign to Religion, and 
which have nothing in common with the eſſential 
4 of it. Suppoſing then that, ſetting aſide 
the Ceremonies of the Muſulman, a Pagan Philo- 
fopher, quite unacquainted with Judaiſm or Na- 
garen iſm, ſhould have a Mahometan Confeſſion of 
Faith propoſed to him; I doubt not but, after having 
garcfully examin'd it, he would receive it with 
$rcat Submitlion, and look upon the Compiler as 


a 
) 


The Mahometans have wrote ſeveral controverſial Books a- 
$ainſt the Chriſtian Religion. It is of ſome Uſe to know their 
Method of diſputing againſt us; which obliges me to lay be- 
J0:e the Reader ſome ExtraQts fiom one of thoſe polemical 
Books. 1 have them from the Papers of a Spaniſh Mahometan, 


General of the United Irovinces, in the Year 1610, This Man 
Fas by Biith a Biſcayan, and probably of the Race of thoſe 
Toon who were long ia Poſſeſſion of a great Part of the Pro- 


Finces of Spain, Having diſputed in Holland againſt Prince Man- 


. and Don Emanuel, the Son of Don Antonio King of Porta za, 
he leut them, after his Retuin to Africa, a Latin Letter, where- 
In he endeavours to account for his Faith in the beſt Manner 


be could. La crocs Hiſtarical Diſſertations upon various SFuhjeils, 
| bk” ol. l, Fag. 47. 


ho was Embaſſador from the King of Morocco to the States 
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Confeſſion of Faith. The moſt learned of: 
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a great Man, a ſuperior Genius, and one wh 
God had illuminated in an extraordinary Manner 
This was preciſely the Caſe of the firlt Disch 
of Mahomet : They were, generally ſpeaking, Pa. 
gans. The Jews and Nazarexes who join'd them 
had very little Knowledge, and very groſs and! 
adequate Ideas of their own Religion; and there. 
fore eaſily ſuffered themſelves to be ſeduced +; 
Mahomet's ſpecious Infinuations. The Beaute 
and Charms of his Stile had upon them the ſu; 


Religion, or accuſe the firſt Profeſſors of it 
Folly or Immorality. The moſt of the Ar»; 
might have embraced it, meerly becauſe they we; 
perſuaded of its Truth. 

There's nothing more ſublime than the 7% 


Nazarenes are obliged to own it. Thou ma 
judge of it by the following Summary of the-, 
hometan Faith, extracted from the Writings ot an 
Arabian Author, and inſerted in the Works ot on: 
of the greateſt Genius's in Europe. Whore: 
% (ſays this Mahometan) wants to undericat. 
« the Principles of the Muſulmen, let him kus 
ce that the Subſtance of their Faith is contains |! 
ce theſe Words. I believe in God only. I bels 
« all his Angels, and all his Scriptures, and al ( 
« Prophets he has ſent into the World, witrox 
Exception, or making any Difference berween 


Ld 


9 * ＋ 


rum 1419 


alta 
ah prophetas & nuncios eus. Credo in die judicii. 6 3 
& quid eſt, ſive nos arrideat, ſive non, creatum a Dow, en C A 
& ma qua inquirenti ſtatim fiet falam.“ La Croze”; Hiſtoncal B.. 
ſertations, Cc. Pag. 51, 52, 
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| « of the Prophets and Meſſengers of God. I believe 
hat there will be a Day of Fudgment. And be- 
ſides all this, I believe that every thing which has 
'« Exiſtence, whether we conſider it as good or evil, 
ua erected by God. This is the Sum of our 
% Faith.” 
Is it any Wonder, my dear Iſaac, that Truths 
ſo glaring, and from which flows ſuch a refined 
Syllem of Morality, ſhould make an Impreſſion 
upon the Minds of ſo many different Sorts of 
Perſons plung'd in Paganiſm? And, as to the 
Nazarenes who embrac'd the Mabometan Religion, 
they are under a Miſtake who imagine that the 
Omen Doctors did not ply them with Objec- 
= of ſufficient Force, to raiſe Scruples and 
oubts in the Minds of Perſons ſo little acquaint- 
ed with their own Religion. They made uſe of 
the ſtrongeſt Arguments of Philoſophy to ſupport 
their Sentiments: And the Mahometan Divine, I 
dave juſt now quoted, employs, in Defence of 
Mahometiſim, the very ſame Principles, which ſerve 
as a Foundation to the whole Carteſian Philoſo- 
phy; that is, the Neceſſity of examining the Truth 
of Ihings by the Aſſiſtance of the Light of Na- 
ure, which cannot impoſe upon us, becauſe it is 
te only Means God has given us to diſtinguiſh 
Sctween Truth and Falſhood., Almighty God (tays 
Wis Arabian) never deſired, nor commanded, that 
Wan ſhould believe what he could not nnder/tand. 
V the contrary, he has given him an Unaderſtandins 
ſapable of comprehending all that 15 poſſible, and all 
Fat exiſts by a natural Neceſſity; and to deuy, and 
& incapable of underſtanding what is impoſſible *. 
Vo I. II. A a As 


1 * . . . 
4 Neque Deus omnipotens unquam voluit, aut uſſit, debere haminem 
4 edere id quod nec poteſt intell;7i, nec percipi, Patius fecit hominis in- 


N ö fe leftum apt um ad percipiendum quid qui, poſſibile & neceſſarium [its 


ad Mo & non percipiendum quod im poſſibile eſt. La Cioze 
, ap. 48, : 
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As ſoon as one acknowled is Princi 

dear Iſaac, he muſt either bh Tory W wy 
a 5 * prepolleſy's 
in favour of his own Religion, or very wel! * 
ſtructed in it, not to be ſenſible, that very ron 
Concluſions in favour of Mahometiſia max 5 
drawn from it; and that both the Nazarezes and 
.Fews, who went over to that Religion, might be 
perſuaded of the Truth of it, and ſuffer themiclye. 
to be carried away by Errors which had ſuch at; 
and ſpecious Appearance. Tis the Fault, my der 
{faac, of Divines of all Parties and Religions, thx 
they affect too much to contemn and deſpiſe tho, 
who eſpouſe the Sentiments and Opinions they 
oppoſe. They are not ſatisfied with aſſerting tht 
they are in an Error, but muſt, at any Rate, d. 
prive them of common Senſe and Reaton. 
Take care of thy Health, my dear Jane; ant 
live in Happineſs and Contentment. 

Paris, KNEES | 
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he my Journey through Flanders, my dear {ſa 


for Bruſſels, 1 had an Opportunity to examine 
the military Force of the French. All the ] own» 


at twenty Leagues Diſtance from Paris are tort! 
fed; and from Peronne to Liſle, the Capital ot 


Freach-Flauders, every thing has a martial Appeal: 
4nce, both from the ftrong Fortifications, and the 


* 


great Numbers of Troops garriſon d in the diff 
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rent Places; where the Soldiers are as punctual 
in obſerving military Order and Diſcipline, as it 
an Enemy were approaching to attack them. I 


have been told, that before the late War they were 
more remils in their Duty, Peace and I ranquillity 


having, by Degrees, ſoften'd them into Remiſheſe, 


inconſiſtent with the Severity and Exactnels ſo ne- 
cellary in the Bulineſs of War; but they havenow 
'refum'd the ancient Diſcipline which they had ne- 
glected. | 


The Inhabitants of theſe fortified Towns are leſs 
happy than the reſt of the French, being the Slaves 
of three or four petty I'yrants, who, under a ſpecious 


Pretence of ſerving the Government, and protect- 
ing the Place, take State upon them, and decide 


the T'ranquillity, nay even, in a manner, the Fate 
of every Burgher. Ihe Governors, the King's 
Lieutenants, and the Majors, are pretty like the 
new Sovereign Pontiffs; as theſe, when once they 


Jay hold of the triple Crown, fpecdily raile their 
Friends and Relations to the higheſt Dignitics ; 
ſo thoſe, though poor when they enter upon their 
Poſts, ſoon acquice Riches: And, in both Caſes, 
the poor People (who ſeem to be born Vidims to 
their Protectors) pay for all. I look upon the 
military Governors (excepting nevertheleſs ſuch 
of them as are actuated by Principles of Humani- 
ty) like ſo many Wolves ſet to guard a Flock of 
Ineep; and did they only kill a ftingle Ewe in a 
Day, to ſatisfy their voracious Appetite, their 
Comrades would reckon them very moderate. 


What! not ſtrangle the whole Flock at once, a ſtrauge 


uſtauce of Moderation this, would they fay. Jult 


ſo is it with the Deputy-governors of Garriſon- 


towns; if they rob only gradually, and give (if I 


4 
3 
* 


LI N —.— 
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may fo ſay) a Breathing-time, they paſs for very 
moderate Men. 1 fancy, that a certain Grub: ſtreet 


Performance, intitled, L' Art de plumer la poule ſans 
AA e 
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ſa faire crier, i. e. The Art of fleecing without 1. 
frag the Hue and Cry, was compos'd for the 1; 
of theſe military Officers, who have twenty digte. 
rent Ways of ſtripping the Burghers without put. 
ting it in their Power to complain. For Inſtance 
they are order*d to mount Guard, to go the Round, 
to guard certain Poſts; all military Exerciſes fron 
which Money only exempts them: His Honour, 
the Governor, out of pure Love and Friendſh 
to the Inhabitants, being willing to excuſe ther 
from that Drudgery, is prevail'd upon to accq 
of a little Money tor the Uſe and Benefit of t 
Soldiers whom he orders to do Duty for t; 
Burghers. Can there be any thing more jult an; 
equitable? The Place mult be ſtrictly guardec; 
and whatever he does, is for the Good of the Hen. 
vice: Magical Words, whoſe Virtue have the E. 
ficacy to fill the Governor's Pockets, As th 
Treater Glory of God is the common Cant of tie 
Jeſuites, ſo the Officers do all for the Good vf . 
Service: Theſe Words are conſtantly implied n 
their Orders, and the common Spring of all thei 
Adgions. Thou'lt perhaps ask me, now they cat 
reconcile the Utility of the King's Service wi! 
Things entirely foreign to it, and ſometimes con. 
trary? All I can tell thee is, that they are fruitiv! 
in Expedicnts: But, after all, they don't ſtand !9 
much upon Ceremony, do they but compals the! 
Ends. *T'is not the Buſineſs of private Men te 
judge if the Governor was in the wrong to mai: 
the Service of his Maſter a Screen to his Avarict, 
or any other Fault. ö 

The Commandants exact a certain Toll for s“ 
Proviſions that are brought into Town upon Mar 
ket-days, a Tax to which they have no K's"! 
and the Burghers exclaim ſtrongly again!! a Fr 
ctice that affects the Neceſſaries of Lite, bur ry 
Governors let them ſay on: ?*T is for bis Mn 


$ 
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Service that his Officers be well ted; how elſe 
could they ſupport the Fatigues of the military 
Trade? They therefore go on at their old Rate, 
without minding the Clamours of the People, who 
{train their Lungs to no Purpoſe: Not but that 
the Court, were their Oppreſſions repreſented, 
would check them; and we have even ſeen {ome 
of them ſeverely puniſh'd. But is there a Necet- 
' {ity to come to an open Rupture? T he Burghers 
imitate the Rats in their Council againſt the famous 
Cat, the Deſtroyer of their Race: The Cry is ge- 
neral, but not one of them have Courage to give 
the firſt Blow; ſo that 'tis a mere Chance it the 
Court be inform'd of the Conduct of certain Go— 
vernors, for the Inhabitants are inur'd to their mi- 
litary I'yranny. ß 
Would a Man be free and happy in France, he 
muſt live in the Provinces ſubject to Governors- 
General, who are Noblemen that ſcorn ſuch mean 
and baſe Things: But the Misfortune is, that, be- 
ing oblig'd by their high Employments. to a con- 
tant Attendance at Court, they never refide in 
their Governments; ſo that the People are go— 
vern'd by Magiſtrates, Judges and Sheriffs, whom 
they chuſe themſelves, and are anſwerable for their 
Management to the Parliaments, to whoſe Jurit- 
diction they belong. - Thele.ſovereign Courts, the 
abſolute Diſpenſers of diſtributive Juſtice in the 


Kingdom, diligently obſerve the Behaviour and 


* Actions of inferior Magiltrates. 
Ihe Governors of the frontier Places are not 


I * 


the only I yrants, for, generally in Frazce, alt 


pour military Men act deſpotically. The loweſt 
* Othicers behave with intolerable Pride and Haugh- 
tinels to the Burghers, ſo that a Stranger would 


conclude the latter to be but meer Slaves to. the 


former, their Sovercigns; and yet among thoſe 


very Perſons whom they deſpiſe, there are Per- 
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ſons of far greater Merit than others on wk 
they beſtow their Friendſhip, and who are in 10 
other Shape valuable but for their Skill in ſho. 
ing, ſwearing, and maltreating the poor Peaſant 
is thus the French characterize the Gentlemen 
who lead a Country Life, and whom the Officer: 


eſteem much more than the Burghers ; becaujs 


they think it a very neceſſary Ingredient in th; 
Compotition of a Gentleman, to be a very ide 
Fellow. | | 

The French Officer is amiable, polite, civil, at 
obliging to Strangers, as generally all his Count. 
men are; but he's extremely heedleſs, always (1 
the Catch to blaſt a Woman's Reputation, big, 
full of his own dear Perſon, a paſſionate Admire: 
of new Faſhions, a Debauchee, dainty-mouth', 
but no Fuddle-cap ; ſo ignorant ſometimes, that i: 
can ſcarce read: But repairing that Defect by n. 
rural Senſe, and an eaſy agreeable I urn, forte 
Hours he's a moſt engaging Companion, but pa 
that and he's as dull as a Beetle. 

Thou muſt not however, my dear Iſaac, ji; 
of all Freach Officers by this Character: It: 
are ſome of them, ſo far from being liable to th; 
Failings of their Comrades, that they are as 
roughly acquainted with the molt abſtracted 5: 
ences as the moſt renown'd Nazareze Doctor, 
and the more to be valued, as they equal them! 
Knowledge, and have none of their Pride and 
nity. An Officer is as careful to conceal |! 
Learning, as a Philoſopher is generally to mas 
his known. This Modeſty in the military Mi 


may be partly owing to Policy, becauſe to tas 
a Philoſopher, is by no means the Way to ple 


a Parcel of giddy-headed young Fellows, W. 


; . 0 , 7. ' lia 
are more curious to be inform'd what Alen 
and Balls are to be perform'd within the Mou) 


than fo jadge of the Syitems of ys 
| a Form", 
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Ptolmey, which may be the moſt probable. Thus 
an Officer, by not making a vain Parade of his 
Knowledge, avoids the Ridicule of paſſing for a 
' Pedant ; though *tis not impoſſible but, were he in 
the learn'd Man's Place, he'd imitate him, and pre- 
fix his Name to a Treatiſe againſt Pride and Vanity. 
When I ſee a Philoſopher, greedy of Praiſe, ex- 
* claiming againſt Vanity, it puts me in mind of a 
* Wine-bibber preaching up Sobriety and Temper- 
ance over a Bumper. This Word of Temperance 
brings to my Memory a Story of a Dog, which 
was told me as I paſs'd at Peroune. This ſober 
Animal regularly obſerv'd the Faſts, and would 
have rather ſtarv'd than lick a Bone upon Fridays 
and Saturdays: To this Abſtinence he join'd many 
other good Qualities ; ſuch as, a conſtant Attend- 
ance at Matins and Veſpers, and expreſſing his 
Devotion by a thouſand little decent Curvets. All 
Day long he rang'd about the Churches, and if 
any of his Species was ſo inſolent as to piſs againſt 
the Walls, he was ſure to have him directly by the 
Neck, and to teach him the Reſpect due to the 
"ſacred Stones. 
= *Tis not impoſſible but, upon a Story ſo well 
2 atteſted, the Monks may, ſome time or other, re- 
vive the Opinion of the Metempſychoſis. For 'tis 
not to be ſuppoſed that an Animal ſhould be ca- 
pable of ſuch Knowledge but by the Means of 
his Soul, and therefore it muſt have innate Ideas; 
a Thing very hard to prove: But admitting a Me- 
tempſychoſis, this Opinion becomes more probable. 
I Nor is it extremely difficult even to reconcile this 
' Foyltem with the Nazarene Faith. All the Monks 
baue to do, is to place Purgatory in the Bodies of 
Animals; in that Caſe the Doctrine of Trauſmi- 
gration will be no extraordinary Matter: Beſides, 
their Revenue will ſuffer no Diminution by this 


new Syſtem; for l'm pretty certain, that there's 


not 


a 

[al 

4 

i} 
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i not a Nazarene who, for fear of becoming a PH. Þþ ... 
* horſe for five or fix Years, would not beltoy ade Bre 
* Alms to be deliver'd out of ſuch a Pyro; ay 
4 The Miſſionaries of China and the Indie, bring i prot 
4 bout many Converſions by the Help of this Do.! ““ 
4 Arine. All who are condemn'd by the Bizet, # ©, * 
„ paſs into the Bodies of Animals, which they Joo 11 g 
4 upon as unclean, or appointed for the worſt Son! the 
„ of Drudgery, apply to the black Gowns, why 4. { 1 
A ter their Sentence. Tad 


Thou'lt perhaps imagine that the Story of t: 
pious Dog is a Jeſt, but the Fact was affirm's :; 


4 +—< > . 
— 


— — 
. . — 


4 be Truth; and 'tis my Opinion, that a great man |Þ © 
. NMNaxarenes incline to the Doctrine of Tran 
1 tion of Souls. Some of their moſt eminent Do. 
5 Etors report ſeveral Stories that very much favour 

. this Sentiment; and 'tis probable they only u. 


Wh, till the Minds of the People be better diſpos's :; 
1 receive it, before they adventure to make it pus 
lick. I have read in a Book written by a N 


rene Doctor, That an Ewe of a certain Fra 

went to the Quire the Moment ſhe heard t:Þ 3% 

Monks ſinging; and that ſhe kneel'd devout; # A x- 

down, and kiſs'd the Ground with great Re YT , 
rence *. I am no more ſurpris'd to ſee a Sheep" | L/ 

this, than at a Dog's leaping for the Emperor i: f 512 

the King of France, and lying down on his Bere He 


or his Belly for the Grand Seignior and the 502. ] fer; 
of Perſia. The Sheep may be train'd up as! For 
Dog; but that ſuch Puerilities, or rather Tes, pf: 


ſhould be made uſe of to authoriſe a Religion, # Yar] 
monſtrous. I'm confounded when I fee Per Jon 
ſet a-part to enlighten others, abuſe their Mini, # Of 
by propagating ſuch ridiculous Chimera'ss. my 
I cannot conclude this Letter better than | Yon 
a Paſſage of a Nazarene Doctor call'd d Re 
Jeſuit, which may be of Service to the) ] Les 


34 11) : .* 
D. Wa, v 65] 1 if 


X Gaza Pia Hilaria, 
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* *Brethren, as well as to the Nazarexes. All Mi- 
'racles (ſays he) are vain and uſeleſs without the Ap- 
probation of the Scriptures; that's to ſay, if my have 
not a Doctrine conformable to the Scriptures, becauſe 
of themſelves they are a ſtrong Argument of Trath. 
How happy would the Fews and Nazarenes be if 
"the Rabbies and Monks were perſuaded of this 
Truth! 

' Farewel, my dear Iſaac; may thou be content 
and happy. | phe 

Bruſſels, ***#***, 


- 


EE eee EDI [eo HER 


LETTRKER-XOT. 


AARON MONCECA % ISAAC Onts. 


4 Hap not Room, my dear Iſaac, in my laſt Let- 
ter to inform thee of a Converſation J had at 
Liſle with an Officer for whom the Chevalier de 
Maiſin had given me a Letter when I left Paris. 
He receiv'd me in the moſt gracious and yet re- 
ſerv'd Manner. I was ſurpris'd at ſuch a Recep- 
Fon, which appear'd ſo much out of the Character 
pf a Frenchman, and a military Frenchman particu- 
Aarly, who is generally lively, brisk and frolick— 
ſome. My Friend had given me a Hint that this 
Officer had a Taſte for the Sciences, which rais'd 
my Curioſity to be acquainted with him. After 
Jome general Diſcourſe, we came to talk of my 
Acquaintances at Paris: I named ſeveral Men ot 
Letters, and in his Judgment of their Works he 
Wilcover'd a great deal of good Senſe and ow 
b | ou 
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You reaſon, Sir, ſaid I, with ſuch ExaQne(, , 


Judgment, that one may 
employ your whole Time in your military Oceupa. 
tons. | 


at 
vc 
cc 
1 


cc 


« 
c«c 
c«c 


eaſily perceive you don'; 
„ I confeſs (arſwer'd he) that 1 employ 
ſome little Time every Day in cultivating 10. 
Sciences, and could wiſh I might devote yt 
wholly to Study; but am prevented by the I rat. 
which I have embraced : So that I am not at 
Liberty to make entire Uſe of my Reaſon, by: 
at Certain Hours; and may be ſaid to be a lan 
only one half of my Lite, and the other hal; ; 
ſort of amphibious Animal, with too much Sep! 
to berank'd in the Claſs of brute Beaſts, aud ty, 
little Judgment to be plac'd among ſuch as : 
really Men: In this State theſe are my comms, 
Qccupations. I tell every Woman with wh 
I happen to be in Company a thouſand extras. 
gant Lies, to which they give the Name of Ca- 
lantry. I whiſper one Lady in the Ear ſon 
thing very trifling ; ſhe laughs heartily, and ſoc) 
5 Bur ſhould any in the Company demand t 
now the Whiſper, we ſhould both be at a tu 
rible Loſs, and could give no better Reaſon thin, 
that *tis the Cuſtom for People to laugh wir! 
they whiſper, that the Company may imag!i: 
ſomething very witty has been ſaid. I take . 
other by the Hand, and make a thouſand Speeches 
on its Beauty and Whiteneſs, without ſo muc' 
as conſidering whether this Hand, I am Javi!- 
ing ſuch Encomiums upon, be not ugly, at 


capable of giving an Air of Ridicule to all 


ſay. Once I've got upon this Tone of Praiſe, lie 
an Inſtrument, I muſt keep to it: Tis the Fau! 
of thoſe who have not real Beauties, not mie, 
'Tis a manifeſt Breach againſt the Rules of goo 
Breeding, to be in a Woman's Company and 
not ſay civil Things to her. I therefore repe® 
my daily Litany to the Sex, and it W 

5 | | ed, 


* 
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applied, the Lady is to blame, not 1: For it 


« cannot be ſuppos'd that I will give myſelf the 
Trouble to form a new Syſtem of Gallantry 


* 


| «& for every particular Woman. A Beau may be 


« compar'd to a Preacher; this has a certain Num- 
« ber of Sermons, and the other a certain Num- 
« ber of Phraſes, which ſerve for Life. As the 


BN Panegyrick upon Saint Clara ſerves for Saint 
„ Roſe, by changing only the Name; juſt ſo, the 
« ſoft Things that are proper for the Marchioneſs, 


may be ſaid to the Counteſs. If the one be ug- 


„ ly, and the other handſome, 'tis not the Petit- 
* zaaitre's Fault: A Merchant cannot give but 


„% what is in his Shop. 
« I muſt upon this Head (continued the Officer) 


to me ſome Time ſince. I was in Company 
with a Woman, but under ſuch Abſence of 
Mind, that I ſcarce knew | was ſpeaking to her. 
She happen'd to pull off one of her Gloves, and, 
by Chance, throwing a Glance upon her naked 
Hand; O the beautiful Hand there is! cried I, 
without thinking of what I ſaid. Yu laugh at 
me, anſwer'd ſhe, ſmiling, and mightily pleas'd 
with the Compliment; though ſhe really had a 
very coarſe, ugly Hand. I :krow of none (con- 
tinued ſhe) ſo ugly. You are miſtaken, Madam, 
* replied I, never minding what I ſaid: I know 
of many much worſe. I challenge you (ſaid the) 
to ſhew me them. In that very Moment, whe- 
ther by Chance, or that 0/4 Nick would have it 
„ ſo, I took hold of the other Hand, and ſaid, 
Here's one, Madam, at leaſt as ugly as the other. 


then recover'd out of my Lethargy, and at- 
I tempted to make an Apology for my blundering 
* Compliment ; but 'twas impoſſible: The Lady 
bas ever ſince attributed to Malice what was 
 F owing only to Diſtraction. Im perſuaded ſuch 


« ridiculous 


tell you a pretty merry Adventure that happen'd 
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« ridiculous Adventures happen daily to ſever) 
& Perſons, it being impoſſible for a Man who ſpeaks 
« one half of the Day, without conſidering What 
&« he ſays, not to fall into very groſs Miſtakes, 


- & The Converſation (continued the Officer) whit! 


& I have with ſeveral of my Comrades contribute; 
% no more to form the Mind than the trifling Chit. 
&« chat mention'd above. It generally runs vpn 
„the Amours and Gallantry of the Garriſon, ur- 
« on new Faſhions, and Parties of Debauchery t. 
„Night before, &c. You are ſenſible that t;: 
« Time-employ'd in hearing and talking of Thing; 
„% ſotrifling and inſipid, is ſo much loſt Time, an; 
« from which I reap no Benefit; and therefore 
« when I reflect upon my Manner of Life, I can 


but think, as I have already ſaid, that I'm only 


<« a Man ſome Moments of the Day, and then | 
« is when alone in my Chamber I endeavour to 
« cultivate my Mind by the Help of ſome goo! 
« Books, and where I privately lament the in!ipic 
« Pleaſures that I'm obliged to ſeek abroad.“ 

. I was ſurpriſed, my dear Iſaac, to hear a youn! 
Man talk ſo ſenſibly. *Twere 10 be wiſh'd (ſaid!) 
that there were many young Gentlemen in the Servi.! 
who had your ſedate way of Thinking ; we ſbou, 
ſoon ſee among the French what was formerly u 
Rome and Athens. The Buſineſs of War would: 
220 longer loak'd upon as incompatible with the Science, 
aud the military Men, far from deſpiſing them, wons 
acknowledge their Sway, as the other Orders f it 
Kingdom do. My Brethren (replied the Office, 


are far from deſpiſing the Sciences. I plan 


&« ſee that you are not, as yet, perfectly acquainted 
« with the Genius of the French Nation. Wit 
© the Mark at which all the French aim; 4! 


„% whatever State they happen to be in, they wal” Þ 


« to diſtinguiſh themſelves by their Genius. This 
Emulation is no more prevalent in the Clets“ 


% mal 


AA wa 


ns ©. ae I. ao AA . 8 - 


© w—_—_y „ * _ — 
- ta > ok — — Wwe Sit... =o - 


0 


IEWISsUH LETTERS. 27 


man and the Magiſtrate, than in the Officer: 
And as he thinks it inconſiſtent in a Man of 
Wit to deſpiſe the Sciences, he praiſes them, 
nay more, ſpeaks of them without knowing 
any thing about them, as many others do; and 
it he can but pertuade his Comrades that he loves 
Reading, that's enough for him. He has a fort 
of Library in his Chamber, but looks as little 
into his Books as a Court Abbe into his Brevia- 


* ry. People are ſo fond of what we call br:g/t 


Wit in France, that had Fontenelle or Voltaire but 
took it into their Heads to turn Rope-dancers, 
they'd ſoon have had the Pleaſure of ſeeing four 
or five hundred Rope-tumblers in all the conſi— 
derable Towns. Such a one there might be 
found among my Friends, who never knew 
whether Des-Cartes wrote in Hebrew or French, 
though he regulary ſays, thrice every Day, that 
this Philoſopher has evidently demonſtrated hat 
the Earth turus round, and the Sun is fix d. Ha- 
ving heard People talk of the Carze/zzz Syſtem, 
he happens to remember this Particular, and 
ſeldom accolts any body without making them 
as wile as himſelf; nay further, he's fo prodi- 
piouſly fond of it, that, right or wrong, it mult 
be one of the fine Topicks with which he daily 
entertains five or {ix Ladies. Another of my 
Companions has got by heart half a Score Verſes 
of Kacine, half a Dozen perhaps of Corneille, 
a Phraſe or two of La Bruiere, a whole Sen- 
tence of Montaigne, and, by a wonderful Effort, 
half a Verſe of Vigil. Who can blame him, 
with ſuch a vaſt Stock of fine Acquirements, 
to reckon himſelf the moſt learned Man in all 
France. Not a Day paſſes without his thruſting 
lome of theſe Pallages into Converſation, thereb 
often jumbling Kacine's Verſes with the Scrip- 
tures, and a Paſſage of La Bruiere with the 
Vo L. II. B b « Great 


* ” 


278 


Jewisn LETT ERS. 


„Great Mogul's Slippers; and all, forſyg, 
* ſhew his Erudition. You tee then that Mie, 


[2 - 


{ . 


5 
n i} 


bis Character cannot be ſuppoſed to deſpiſe u. | * © 


CC 


“ Sciences; and that to fancy that a French G. * N 
ficer glories in his Ignorance, is to know hu | * © 
% about him. S 


« But then (continued the Chevalier de Main * h 
&« Friend) you'd till lie under a greater Mi: # * © 
6“ ſhould you imagine that all the military Mal Ken 
&« aim'd only at the Appearance of being lea; | a 
Many of them are really ſo, particularly amy; | | 4 
« the Engineers, whoſe Employment engages tie. I: 
« in the Study of Mathematicks. But they | boat 
« forced to reconcile their Talents to the Fs, Go! 
« ces of the military State: So that upon con; fere 
* out of their Cloſets, where they have been b! Oc, 
« at work upon the moſt intricate Parts of M. Re 
« thematicks and Philoſophy, they mult w 
« ſing and dance in publick, and, in one Wag, 
« commit all the Extravagancies that are ellen:.! 


« to a Beau. 


Whatever Averſion they may ban 


« to ſubmit to this, they would be reckon'd du 
« heavy, awkward Creatures, and incapable 0 
« making a gentcel Appearance, did they not cv! 
« ply with the common Cuſtom. Thus, Sir, mot: 
« than one among our Officers, who affect!“ 
« moſt ridiculous, foppiſh Geſtures, ſo ſhocking! 
« à Stranger like you, would entertain you v"' 
« the ſame Seriouſneſs and Simplicity that 1, 
« were you alone with them; and would ac:no": 
« ledge, as I do, the Ridiculouſneſs of Culto! 
« that force them to commit ſuch Extraviganes 
« jnvented by People who, being incapad!e 10 !7 
«© commend themſelves by their Actions 07 © 
« verſation, have annex'd Glory to the geb 
« formance of inſipid Geſtures and ſuch like 1 09- 


« eries. Fortune has favour'd their Folly. Tos 
« Cuſtoms have prevail'd. The whole Fr ah 


1 
is 
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tion has adopted them, and particularly the Of- 
« cers. So that there's now a Neceſlity to comply 
« with them, with the ſmall Comfort only left or 
« condemning them when we fall in with Men 
« of Senle. Be not therefore ſurpris'd, Sir, it J 
« have given you a colder Reception than you 
« expected; the Chevalier de Maiſin's Letter gave 
« me too good an Opinion of you to treat you 
after the French Mode.“ 

Ihe ſenſible Diſcourſe of this Officer, my dear 
Dic, gave ine an Opportunity of reflecting feri- 
oully upon the Character of the French Nation. 
Good Senſe is to be met with among all the dit- 
ferent States, but it would ſeem that, upon certain 
Occaſions, they dare not follow the Dictates of 
Reaton. Wildom is (wallow'd up in the Torrent 
di Mode. The Magiſtrates and the Clergy are as 
dan as the Gentlemen of the Army. A young 
Counſellor affects Gaiety of Dreſs, and imagines 
that Black is not ſo brillant as the other Colours. 
He dares not talk Law in Company, leſt he ſhould 
paſs for a Pedant and, which is worſe, a Rabbin ; 
a Name more dreaded by the Gentlemen of the 
as than 1 axes and Impoits are by the People. 
IS jt not ridicalous that a Man ſhould be aſham'd 
ot his State, particularly ſo honourable a one as 
that of diſpenling Juſtice to Mankind; that he ſhould 
# afraid to ſhew himſelf worthy of the Rank he 
holds, and that he is Malter of his Buſineſs? Can 
any thing be more ſurpriling than that he ſhould 
prefer, to the Satisfaction of receiving Praiſes ſuit- 
able to his Profeſſion, the Pleaſure of paſſing for 
One that has nothing of-the Gown-man about him; 
that's to ly, nothing of what he ought to have, and 
Q what conſtitutes the eſſential Part of his Duty. 

= The Clergy are no wiſer than the Magiſtrates. 
The Prelates and Court Abbots would look upon 
Wemſelves as contemptible without Equipages, fine 
Py Og ny Furniture 
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Furniture and Plate; and would be the fir tg 1,1... 


at any among them who would pretend to ad 
different Manner. He's a good honeſt Man, ty. 
they lay) and preaches well, bat theres poor Din, 
in his Ilouſe. A Clergyman at Court, who c. 
only beſtow wholſome Advices, and preach cd 


Sermons, would but make a very dull iy: 


{ome Fable, let him be an Ignorant, a Proc 


in. ; 


or wholly abandon'd to Luxury and voluy. 


Living, 'tis no matter. When People go to 4 


Clergyman's Houſe, they never enquire into 
State of his Library, but very often how kis e. 
lar is ſtock'd; and many of them would dis, 
paſs for Divines. They would have the Wes 
think them witty, and would be extreme!y ti 
that People ſhould imagine they can't judye ©: 


Tragedy or a Romance, or think that they c 
read no Books but what regard their own Prote! 
fion. Such a Notion, as it would deprive then 
of the Character of Wit and of agreeable Cong. 
nions, is a molt frightful Idea, and which u 
would of all Things prevent. They fancy tha 
Man who applies himſelf to certain Science“ 


But if they made uſe of their Reaſon, and we: 
leſs Slaves to Prejudices and Modes, they wo. 
ſoon perceive that all the Sciences were link! 
one another *, and that there's no arriving at Fc 
fection in one, without acquiring, at the ſametinz 


juſt Notions of the others. 


Adieu. I wiſh thee Contentment and Happine: 


APE TEEEED 
Bruſſels, 3; 


Etenim omnes artes, que ad humanitatem pertinent, habent a 
( 


commune vinculum; et qua ſi cognatione quadam inter ſe Continents”, 
Orat. pro Atchia Poeta, in Exoid, 


LETTE\ 


: mts ure q Mag 
pared with a Pontiff who ſpends a hundred 1 
iand Crowns a Year: Provided he keep a han. 
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LETTER ACHE 


AARON MON cECA fo IS AAC ONIS. 


HE Manners of the Flemings and Brabanders 
are not unlike thoſe of the French, their Neigh- 


bours; but they differ much in Genius. The Peo- 
ple of Brauſſels, and in general of all Brabant, are 
frank, good-natur'd, and toleravly civil; but ſimple 


to Exceſs, and their Simplicity reaches to Stupidi- 
ty. One would be apt to think, that the thick Air 
of the Country had an Influence upon the Minds 


as well as the Bodies of this People. 


The Nobility are fooliſhly fond of Quality. A 
Poet is not by halt ſo much prepoſſeſs'd in favour 
of his Works, as a Bruſſels Gentleman is vain of 
his Nobility. There are more Excellexcres in this 
City, than in the whole Univerſe beſides; and 
without this diſtinguiſhing Title be tack'd to a 
Man's Name, he is neither eſteem'd nor reſpected: 
do ſee we, that no where are Titles to be purcha— 
ſed at fo cheap a Rate as in the Auſtrian Nether- 
lande, where they are become ſo common that all 
the different States are, in a manner, put upon a 
Level. The Gentlemen, ſo infatuated With their 
Nobility, have obtain'd Permiſſion to turn Mer- 
chants for the better Support of their Eæcellencies, 
in great Danger of ſtarving; and the Merchants 
ure allow'd the Privilege of ruining themſelves dy 


ſhe Acquiſition of Titles neceſſary for that End * 


B b 3 *I is 
be T{acarts upon this Head were lately publiſhed. 
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'Tis not to be ſo much as doubted but they n. 
prove the Opportunities given them to diſſipate thei 
Eſtates, and then they may again begin to trace t 
they are in a Condition to purchaſe new Titles, tg, 
added to the former. *T'is not, however, the bare 
Titles of Count, Baron, Marquis, Duke, &c. tht 
altogether eſtabliſh the Merit of a Bruſſels Ny... 
man: I he Antiquity of his Family has a great lu 
fluence in his Favour. The Difference of a hun 
dred Years of Nobility, will force Reſpect to bo. 
ple who otherwiſe would be very contemptibe 
In a Convent near the City of Louvain theres! 
genealogical Tree of the Houſe of Croy, by wies 
it is clearly proven by a lineal Deſcent, that . 
Head of this Family, alive about thirty or thi; 
five Years ago, was deſcended, in a direct Linz. 
from Adam. l was very much pleas'd to ſee, 6 
the Bruſſels Nobility were ſo modelt as not to 4 
dopt the Opinion of the Præ-Adamites; and thi 
they rather choſe to draw their Deſcent from 4. 
dam, than to admit of an Opinion contrary to t'; 
Book of Geneſis. 

If the Nobility of Brabant have ſome Preteni. 
ons to Antiquity, they have little or none to Ac 
compliſhments or Talents: They are a little mot: 
ignorant than the Spaniards, and a little more b. 
perſtitious than the Portugueſe. In ſhort, las. 
rance is the epidemical Diſtemper of the Brabus 
ders, and communicates itſelf from the comme 
People to the Burghers, from theſe to the No»: 
lity, and from this laſt to the Clergy : And all ts 
different Orders ſeem to contend for a Superior“ 
in Dulneſs. If we except Juſtus Lipſius, Anveris 
Mireus, and a few others, I don't believe there e. 


. .* TY J. 444 
ver was an Author, either in Flanders or 15749 
worthy the Eſteem of the Learn'd. I bis Cour 
is true, has produced ſome bad Latin Þ 0ets; 


4 


:ome Divines of the Claſs ot Eſcobur and T ainv% 
1 
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io: But a Man might as ſoon find Snow in the 
Deſarts of Barca, as good Poets, great Orators, 
ind able Philoſophers, in Flanders and Brabant. 
The Jeſuites themſelves, in theſe Provinces (a 
Thing ſurpriſing and incredible) have a mean Ge- 
nius; and their Politicks ſeem to feel the Effects 
of a thick, heavy Region: They are not, how- 
ever, inferior to others in Ambition, but they want 
the Art of concealing it. They endeavour'd tor 
forty Years to have large Bells at Brzſſels, like 
thoſe in the Pariſh-churches: But as this was a 
Thing uncommon, they could not obtain what 
they wanted; upon which they addreſs'd themſelves 
to their Brethren at Paris, in order to have their 
Advice in an Affair of this Importance, which 


could not but greatly vex the Curates, and make 


the other Monks very jealous. The Jeſuites of 
Paris, provok'd at the Stupidity of their Brethren, 
did not think proper to return them an Anſwer ; 


but gave the Matter in Charge to a Lay-brother, 


leaving it entirely to his Prudence to trace out 
what Expedient he thought proper for their dull 
Brethren of Brxſſels. This Truſtee, proud of the 
Honour, had a mind to ſhew them that he had 
more Wit than all the Bruſſel Ignatians put toge- 
ther; accordingly he wrote them a ſhort Billet, in 
the Stile of the Lacedemonian Epiſtles, which only 
contain'd theſe Words: Let a public and ſolemn 
Catechiſing, my Fathers, be your Pretence for which 
great Bells are neceſſary to be heard all over Bruſ- 
lels. The Jeſuites luckily happen'd to compre- 
hend the Lay-brother's Meaning, catechis'd twice 

a Week, and at length obtain'd what they deſir'd. 
Though they have a very fine Church here, yet 
that of certain Monks call'd Capachins, exceeds it. 
They're a Parcel of naſty, ignorant Fellows; the 
very Excrement of the Monks, and a Nuſance to 
the State. They ſubſiſt upon Charity, have no 
publick 
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publick School, pretend to great Humfitn 

half nak'd, wear a long Beard, are girt 8 10 
Middle with a Cord, and in their naſty Habit mare 
a ſtrange Appearance. The common People hay: 
the ſame Veneration for them as the Tyr; ++... 
for their Derviſes : But notwithſtanding their ap 
parent Humility and Devotion, few of the mon 
Race are ſo wicked, and that in all Countries, |. 
Spain they were at the Head of the Rebels in C.. 
zalonta, and appear'd upon the Ramparts of 1. 
celona among the Soldiers, animating them to ki! 
and deſtroy. During the Plague in Provence, au. 
while that Country underwent the Puniſhmen: 


its Crimes, theſe hypocritical Rogues were bas, 
in begetting Children, to ſupply the Loſs of Pes. 
ple carried off by the Peſtilence. Two of then 
carried their Brutality ſo far, as to raviſh a your: 
Girl who aſſiſted with them in the Infizmari.. 
for which they were apprehended, but found Men; 
to make their Eſcape, and were both, by a U. 
cree of the Parliament, condemn'd to be hang“ 


up in Effigy. | 


Lazy-bones was a certain Francis, a cunning, “ 
old Fox, who, during his Life, had the Art e 
giving an Air of Sanctity to the moit extra ag! 
Actions. His Diſciples have recorded the mo! 
remarkable of them; and there's not oue, Fon 
ridiculous ſoever, but they've prais'd to the Sie, 
On a certain Day ( lay they“) 4 Graſsbopper wil 
notifying, by his Song, the Approach of fine if cue 
Francis call*d the Inſect to him, and having it © 
his Finger, Come, Siſter Graſsbopper, (44 
ſing the Praifes of the Deity. The little A 


obey d; and when the Song was ended, PI. 


thauk*d it very politely, aud gave it a 9.#7 


Turn. 


* Legend of Saint Francis. 
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Votre Soin neſt plus neceſſaire: 

Vous pouvez, deſormais, partir en Liberté. 
1. e. ä 

My Bus'neſs now is done with thee; 

Go, pretty Creature, thou art free. 


Thow'lt certainly laugh, my dear Iſaac, at ſuch 
Impertinencies, and wilt be at a Loſs to deter- 
mine which is the greateſt Fool, he that writes, 
or he that believes ſuch Things: But here's ano- 
ther merry Story which I have read in the Lite of 
Saint Francis. While he was in Lombardy, being 


z little indiſpos'd, he got a Capon ſeven Years old 


to his Supper on a Friday, of which he gave a Leg 
to a poor Man who ask'd him Charity for the Love 
of God, and who, being reſolv'd to put a Trick 
upon him, kept the Leg till next Day that the 
Saint was preaching,and then ſhew'd it to the People, 
ſaying, See what Fleſh the Friar, whom you wor- 


ſlip as a Saint, eats on Fridays: This was a Part 


of his laſt Night's Supper, which he gave me out of 
his own Hand. But it appear'd to all the Specta— 
tors to be Fiſh, which made them conclude that 
the Beggar was diſorder'd in his Senſes; and when 
he found that the People perſiſted in their Opinion, 


he was aſham'd, and ask'd Pardon. 


By this thou ſeeſt that this Francis had the Art 
of throwing a Miſt over the Peoples Eyes. And 
1']1 venture to ſay, that his Children have loſt 
none of their Father's Talents; and that they have 
tne Art to perſuade them, that a Parcel of good- 
tor-nothing Fellows are truly religious Perſons. 

Though there is no Inquiſition in Braſſels, it 


would be dangerous to ſpeak freely on ſuch Sub- 
* jects, the Brabanders being of all People the molt 
luperſtitious. Some Ages ago certain Brethren of 


OUrs 


rene Religion; and thoſe unfortunate Perſon 
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ours were burnt, who were very wrongfully ac. 
cuſed of having abuſed the Myſteries of the Nara 
d Were 
executed upon the higheſt Tower of the Citys“ 
Its Inhabitants make the Death of our Bret), 
ſubſervient to the Augmentation of their Miracle 
by ſaying, that the Fire which conſum'd thoſe . 
happy Creatures was ſeen fifteen Leagues roy; 
and that while it laſted two infernal Figures w... 
perceiv'd, who diſappear'd the Moment the 
elites were quite conſum'd. "They have comme 
ſpiritual Songs upon this pretended Adventuts, : 
feed the Superſtition of their Populace: Aud! 
ſelf ſaw one Day one of their ſtrolling A... 
chanting one of this Sort. 


Acconrez tous, pour voir, Peuple fidele, 
Ce FVilain tuif appell“ Jonathan, 
Lequel, pouſſe d' abominable Lele, 
Ajſjaſſiaa le tres Saint Sacrement. 

A 
Come, all ye Faithful, here and view 
The baſe, polluted Jonathan, a Few; 


Who in his helliſh Zeal did boatt, 
That he had ſtab'd the 10% 11ſt. 


Jacob Brito has given me Account of ferc:: 
Fables recounted by the Halians; but Brabant a, 
Flanders are as famous for falſe Miracles, and! 
ligious Chimera's, as /zaly. In a Church at C 


they ſhew an Image that had a long Conver'- 


tion with a female Votary. She was mottige! 
that her Companions had gone abroad to Ce! 
themſelves, without allowing her to go 9:0! 
with them; and Vexation drew many | ears 170! 
her Eyes. What's the Matter with thee, 7 

Pld 


The Beguines, 
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Chu? (ſaid the Image) Alas, Madam, (replied the 
good Soul, for you mult know it was a female 
Image that ſpoke to her) I can't tell what I have 
dine to my Companions, but they „light me, and have 
refuſed to take me abroad with them. Don't be af- 
flicted, (replied the Figure) To-morrow thou ſhalt 
be merry with me; thou fhalt be wedded eternally. 
She ſaid no more, not diſcovering who was to be 


the illuſtrious Bridegroom : But next Day the Vo- 


tary died; and the Image remain'd with its Mouth 
open, that none might doubt of the Reality of this 
Miracle. The People of Ghent have an extraor- 
dinary Veneration for this Figure, and would not 
barter it for the Farneſe Hercules, or the Venus of 
Medicis; and are much ſurpriſed when they meet 
with any Strangers who ſecm to doubt of this 
Story. What! (Cay they) you don't believe that the 
Sant ſpoke: Nothing is, however, ſo certain; for 
every body in Town affirms it, and tis written in the 
Records of the Church. It would be needleſs to 
dilpute upon the Reality of theſe Miracles. All 
Travellers, and particularly thoſe of a different 
Religion, act prudently to be ſilent. *Tis even 
dangerous, in many of the Nazarene Countries, 
to explain one's Self with too much Freedom. In 
France it may be done without running any Riſque; 
for, provided a Reſpect be paid to the Deity, and 
to the Perſon of the Prince, little Notice is taken 
of other Diſcourſe : But in the Netherlauds, the 
Monks have almoſt as much Credit as in Italy, 
and are even as rich. I have been aſſur'd, that of 
thirty five thouſand Bonniers * of Land which the 
Province of Brabant conſiſts of, twenty nine thou— 
fand are the Property of the Ecclelialtical Com- 


munities. 


lt the Prieſts don't purchaſe Titles in this Coun- 

try, tis their own Fault; for they are rich enough 

& tO 
* I ſuppoſe this may be Acres of that Country, 
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to have as much of Excellency as they pleaſe. Y.. 
may eaſily find a Prior or Superior of a Conte 
of Benedictiues, Bernardines, &c. who hag me... 
Ducats than many Bruſſels Gentlemen have Pence 
They that are rich ſend their Children to P 
where they complete their Ruin, by exchange 
the Good of their own Country for the Bad.“ 
the French. They affect to imitate the Manns: 
and Speech of the Petit-maitres, but are ſo weng. 
edly awkward that thoſe frolickſome, caly 4 
become them as little as the Gates of a man 
Horſe would a Cheval de Friſe. A Bray 
who plays the wanton, puts me in mind on 
Aſs in the Fable that wanted to imitate the L. 
dog: Me-thinks 1 ſee Maſter Long-ears ſtretch; 


Nothing diſcompoſes them: They jog on int 
ordinary Way, and live at Paris, and at £4" 
as in the Middle of Amſterdam“. 


Bruſſels, *. 


* Ft fi fractus illabatur orbis ; 
Imparidum ferunt ruins Hort, 
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1 
| ISaac ON IS to AARON MONCEOA. 
None of my Letters, my dear Monceca, I en- 
tertain'd thee with the Cuſtoms and Manners 
pf the Copter, the Deſcendants of the ancient In- 
babitants of Egypt. 1 ſhall now give thee an Ac- 
Count of what | have remark'd of the other Peo— 
ple that reſide in theſe fertile Provinces. 
» Thou know'ſt, my Friend, that after the Death of 
Wlexander, his Succeflors reign'd long there, even till 
ey were conquered by the Romans : I hereatter 
dey were under the Government of the Emperors 
bt Con /tantinuple, and then under that of Mahomet's 
guccetlors. At liatt the Sultan Selm became Ma- 
Fr of Het, which coit him only one fing!c 
Battle, YZonombey, the laſt Sultan of Egypt, and 
Et upon the I'hrone by the Mammelucs, was found, 
ter the Reduction of Cairo, conceal'd in a Marth, 
Where the Arabs thought him ſafe; and the cruel 
Feli, without the leaſt Regard to the Rank and 
Dignity ot his Pritoner, order'd him to be hang'd. 
Thus died the lait Sovereign of Egypr. 
W bat is pretty fingular in this Country is, that, 
among the modern Egyptian, we almolt fee the 
ame Cuttoms that prevail'd among the Ancicnts. 
Mis even impoſlible to frequent them any conſi- 
gerable Time, without catching their Humour and 
Manners. 
+ [hon know'ſt, my dear Monceca, how much 
Dc ſerlous, phlegmatick Temper of the Tr is 
Vortr. II. Ce diderent 
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different from the gay, jovial Humour of ne + pv! 
gypttans : Ihe former, by Degrees, loſe thei: (i. N 
vity; and the Climate of this Country has ſuch :» MW Bt 
Influence upon the Inhabitants, that rays 17 
Turks are brave and martial, their Children be? 
in this Country become cowardly as the other * 
gyptiaus, who are ſuch to the laſt Degree: 
therefore is it that the Laws exclude all Perſe; 
born in Egypt from military Poſts. The Chee N 
of Tarks, by a ſpecial Favour, are admitted t9 + 
common Soldiers; ; but this Privilege docs ne! 
tend beyond the ſecond Generation: And 4. 
Militia that the Grand Seignior keeps vp Tm * Y 
are recruited by Tzrks ſent from the European d c 
Afratick Provinces “. Eh 
This Degeneracy, occation'd by the Air oe 1 
Country, makes the Quality fond of mixing ther 
!ood with that of Strangers: For Men, as we! 
as Beaſts, decline in 8 from one Generate 
to another. Horſes, by Degrees, loſe their pat 
Lions their Strength and Courage; and even. 
Birds here are interior to thoſe of other Counttios 
Indolence and Eaſe are peculiar to the Exit 
aus: And though this Kingdom be no more ! 
the Shadow of what it was formerly, t. ** 0 
have not changed their way of Thinking, Het 
ing, Mufick, Shews and Dancing arc "their De 
ligt; and the modern EE, ptians vie with the A. 
cients in Taſte of ſenſual Pleaſures. Dat vw: 
wi: invincibly prove how much the oy tan 
of theſe Countrics are attach'd to their anc!. 5 
loms, is, that the Difference of Religion abe 10 
no Odds 'with regard to them, every one will: 5. 
Ly ſupmitting. ? 11s probable that, before our Ale [ 
celtgrs,. cre deliver'd from their Captivity. 05 
cumcinon Was ꝓractis'd in £gyp;. I hat Culen 
is itill kept up, not only among the 34-0: 


* 


Kess { Account of ; „ Par, II. Pag. 67. 


„ 
9 * * 
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ho practiſe it every where, but alſo among the 
2 arenen. All the Coptes admit of Circumci- 
fion, and maintain that it was the Practice of 
Weir Forefathers. If this be ſo, when A was 
altogether Nadarene, to be lure its Inhavitants 
Were Circuinciled alike; lince the Copter, who are 
i above forty thouſand in Number, though Na- 
dene, cauſe themſelves to be circumcis'd, and 
ok upon this Ceremony or Operation to be very 
ellential, ſo that the Girls are not exempted from 
it: And ſome time ago a rich Cote retus'd to 
barry a young Lady tor want of it, and could 
ot be perſuaded to conclude the Marri: ige till the 
,cremony, which thefe Nazarezes think as eſlen— 
al as we do, was perform'd. 
is a certain Fact, that it was eſtabliſh'd in E- 
yp: long before Herodotus, This Hiſtorian men- 
ons it as one ot the molt ancient Cuſtoms of that 
l1gdom, which the Inhabitants themlelves could 
lot trace back to the Original. The Phenicians 
* Syrians of zhe Paleſtine (lays that Author) ac 
owledge their haviny leara'd Circumciſton from the 
pYprians : Befides, the Syrians that inhabit the 
anks of Thermodon and Farthenia, and the Ma- 
krons their Nester, own th tw, AO. lag a79, 
Mey learn "o the ſame Th: ans from 1 . Tor 
Ve Egyptians and Ethiopians, as this Cuſtom is ve- 
5 ancient among thein, I can't determine which of 
bem owes it to the other : "tis however probable, 
et the latter had it of the for mer when they began 
o ſrequent them 
dome Authors, and even ſome Rabbies, pretend 
that it was not practis'd in Egypt before our De- 


1 rtute; and that it was the Ane er of Moſes + 


Tey ertheteſs, can't ſee any great Harm in belie- 
Ying, that he had it from thc Egyptians; and that, 


Fus ung it conducive to the Neatneſs of the Body, 


6 and 
Heradotas, Book II. Pag. 102. tranſlated by du Ryer. 
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Ne and neceſſary in the hot Countries, he » 


elicntial Maxim the better to inforce the Pra: a 
Wpat would perſuade me that the Jer; Gro. . 
ied aſter the Example of the Egypticnr, is, dect 
they have preſerved ſeveral Cuftoms of thote be. 
ple, and that we obſerve them (fill. News - 
1 ſeen (ſays Herodotas) that an Egyptian, Hu, 
Woman, Riſs'd a Grecian's Lips, made ule 6 |. 
A mite, JÞ1t or Pot, or eat Bec that WAs cut a 

his Raife *, We ſſtill obſerve the ſame Cer, 
nes with the Nazarenes, and no Goubt but + 
Anceſtors obferv'd them with the Pagans, |: 
whence have we deriv'd theſe Cuſtoms and KU. 
They are not commanded by the written I 
They are very ancient. The Egyptians prict 

them as we do. Is it not therefore very 4. 
that we have copied from them? I 193; 13 
them as ſuperſtitious, that have nothing in. 


Fig. mon with the pure Law of Mues; and tl | 

4418 were not a Caraite, it would be no Hiro! © 

. me to reject all theſe Chimera's which 1 nur 

1060 approved, even when I was a Rabbi. Hor wr 

1 Concern has the Deity with ſuch Pucrilities* | 
1:8 my Heart is pure and without Vice, and ti! | * 
1 ſerve the Law preſcrib'd to me by God 61:1. f 
100 and given to me by his Prophet, why ones | 2: b 
. | atraid to fail in any thing? Why ſhonle [ tak: : 1 
IA my Head with a thouſand little trifting [ 0 5 
1.60 which injure thoſe who practiſe them, and the Ke f 
1 ligion that ordains them? Nothing is ſo besagt 1 
we and noble as the Jeu Religion in a Cn 1 
* But nothing is ſo deſpicable and deform'd ass 4 
Tab tame Religion in a Rabbi. So that the two cr t A 
** rent Syſtems are oppoſite Extremes. ; 7 
10608 'Tis not in Circumciſion alone that the Aus ; 
[1408 rene Coptes thus retain the ancient Cuſtoms c! 1 
| . Country: Divorce is in Uſe among them. f 


* Herodotus, Book II. Pag. 102, tranſlated by du 0. 
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ons that have been long united in Matrimony, 
and who have had Children, make no Scruple to 
ſeparate, and to marry again. The Husband, up- 
on divorcing his Wife, is oblig d to return what 
e brought him. The Copzes pretend that their 
Anceſtors did always ſo; and affirm, that Cir- 
gumcition and Repudiation have been eltabliſh'd a- 
ong them Time out of Mind. TI he European Na- 
nene maintain the contrary, and aſlert, that theſe 
uſtoms were only introduc'd by the Mahometan 
Nations, who invaded Egypt: That the Copres 
ave taken them from the AHrabians, and not deri- 
ed them from the ancient Egypizans; theſe Ulſa- 
es having been interrupted when Egypt was whol- 
1 Nazarene. 
I bis Opinion is ſupported by ſtrong Proofs, and 
Pin very much inclin'd to believe it. But though 
the Uſe of ancient Cuſtoms has been interrupted 
among the Egypriaxs, that would be no Reaſon but 
15 we might have taken a Part of our Ceremo— 
ies from them; lince thoſe that we have always 
Practis'd, and do ſtill retain, were obſerv'd in Egypt 
bong before Herodotus, and that the Time of their 
ſtitution was unknown. There's no great Like- 
Hhood that what could not be known more than 
two thouſand Years ago, can be clear'd up now. 
* There are ſeveral Fads, of which Hiſtory has 
Dot preſerv'd the leaſt Trace, and they lie for ever 
buried in Oblivion. One is juſtly ſurpris'd not to 
pnd ſometimes, in the Books that we have remain 
ing, the leaſt Hint of the moſt remarkable Events. 
Is it not aſtoniſhing, that no Egyptian, Greek or Ro- 
1 - Hiltorian, has made mention of Pharaoh's Sub- 
5 merſion, and that they ſhould but ſlenderly touch, 
and with great Contempt, upon our Departure out 
Dt Ezypt; fo that they are not only ſilent about 
the Paſſage of the Red Sea, but dare even affirm, 
mat our Anceltors were a Parcel of Lepers, dri- 


883 ven 
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ven out of the Country as a naſty infected Pecs 
The Hatred of the Egyptians againſt our Naw. 
may have led thoſe Hiſtorians into this Eu 
But what ſurpriſes me is, that in the Any) e 
Egypt, and Hiſtories of that Nation, nothins © 41 
be ſaid of an Event ſo memorable as that ot: 
Deſtruction of Pharaoh and his whole Army, E 
is it poſſible to imagine that Greece, Eth:ypry, I 
cia, and the other Empires bordering upon Es 
could be ignorant of ſuch a Fact as that? Ay; + 
it be true, that the Egyptians out of Pride cn. 
ceal'd it from Poſterity, what Motives could ++ 
Other People have to be ſilent upon it? Never, 
leſs we cannot doubt of Pharaoh's Puniſhmes 


o 
* 


Our holy Books determine our Belief; and 


they have pronounc'd, 'tis our Buſineſs to ſub»; 


Let us acknowledge then, my dear Moxcers, it: 


in the moſt eſſential Things, Hiſtory often ens 
us in great Perplexity, and is not capable to 
form us. The Books that treat of the Lean, 
ſpeak of them as of a People ſo ancient, that tw 
only relate, in a flight, looſe Manner, what the 
Prieſts ſaid of their ancient Governments. !. 
how can Credit be given to the Stories and ! 
of thoſe Prieſts, who obſtinately maintains 
Truth and Reality of their Dynaſtics, Which!“ 
carried above ſeventeen thouſand Years bac wir 
Another plain Contradiction to our Books and 
tings. What's certain is, that Egypt is on,, 
Countries firſt peopled after the Deluge, 1 
came powerful. Herodotus ſays, that in the R. 
of Amaſis, one of the firſt Kings of E217. tt 
were twenty thouſand very populous 1 own , 
the Sciences were cultivated. *' Twas this ve © 
maſis who order'd Vulcan and Mizerva's len 
to be adorn'd with Coloſſal Statues, anc © 
Entrance of the latter a Houſe, made of © © > 
Stone, to be plac'd, which two thoutan« 3 


© ww, HH wy — — hw — 
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could not carry off in lets than three Years. This 
Houſe is twenty Cubits in Front, fourteen in 
Breadth, and eight in Height *. Herodotus ſpeaks 
of it as if he had ſeen it. Is it poflible that a Peo- 
ple who rear'd up ſo ſtately Monuments, and 
who were ſo far Maſters of Arts and Sciences, 
ſhould have totally forgot ſo memoradle an Event 


as the Loſs of Pharao! This ſhews us in how 
many Things Hiſtory leaves us in the Dark. 


Farewel, my Friend; live content and happy. 
Cairo, NN 


* Herodotus, Lib, II. 
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AARON MO NECA ISAAC ONIS. 


NTWERP, in which I arrived two Days 
ago, is the moſt conſiderable City of Bra— 


bant. London and this Place were formerly Rivals 
in Commerce, and yet were united with reſpect 


to their Intereſts. Theſe two Cities held a di- 


| ſtinguiſh'd Rank in the Teutonic Hans, or League; 
but now the Port of Autwerp is deſtitute of Ship- 


ping: Amſterdam has carried off the I rade from 


it, and nothing now remains but the melancholy 
| Remembrance of its paſs'd Grandeur. The City 


is well built, and though the Houſes are not mag- 
nificent, yet they are regular and agreeable to the 
Eye. The Citadel is beautiful and well fortified +. 

1 


| It has five Baſtions nam'd Ferdinand, Toledo, Dule, Alva, a, Paci- 


n the laſt is the Name of the Engineer, 
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I have read in a Nazarene Author *, ſomethin: 
merry enough with reſpect to this Citadel, 41; 
which ſhews the Simplicity of the Brabanders, bot. 
in their Actions and Expreſſions. | 

When this Fort was deliver'd up by the 4-. 
#iards to the Duke of Arſcot in 1577, the Dube. 


putting his Hand between thoſe of the Perſon why 


was to receive his Oath, pronounc'd theſe Words. 
1 ſwear by the Name of God and Holy Mary, :/: 
I will faithfully keep this Citadel. To which it wi; 
aniwer'd in great Ceremony: If you do h, G.. 
aſſiſt you; if not, may the Devil run away with your 
Body and Soul. And the whole Aſſembly anſwer's 
very devoutly, Amen, ſo be it. None but a Bre. 
bander could have contriv'd ſuch an Oath of Fic. 
lity. I ſcarce think ſuch a clowniſh, out of de 
way, Thing could ever have been thought of by 
the Swiſß themſelves. 

The Inhabitants of Antwerp are as ſuperſtition; 
as thoſe of Bruſſels, and juſt as ſimple; fo tht 
the Manners of the two Cities are exactly alike 
Tis true, the Nobility of Antwerp don't trace the! 
Deſcents ſo far back as Adam, as thoſe of Bra/:. 
do, but frankly own that they deſcend from ome 
rich Merchants. But, bating this, they're as muc! 
infatuated with their new Nobility as the others ar 
with their ancient. | 


We ſee few Excellencies at Antwerp, the Gent!c- 


men of the firſt Diſtinction being ſatisfied with ti: 
plain Title of Sir; tho', when they go to 57 
to caſt a Figure and lord it, I know not but'that the! 
Domeſticks muſt give them the high Title of Ex- 
cellence > For the greateſt Part of the Flemiſh Gent] 
have not as yet obtain'd that Title but from i": 
 Pependents. The common People Excellence them 
upon every Occaſion, but hitherto, in Comme 
tion among themſelves, they beſtow no ſuc: 1 : 

pon 
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upon one another: Yet I'm apt to think their Folly 
will extend even to this at laſt; and that the Word 


Excellence will become as familiar in their Aflem- 
blies as that of Sir. 

Though Wit and Sprightlineſs of Genius are 
Strangers to Antwerp, yet that City has produced 
eminent Painters. Kuben, Vandyke, Otho Ventus, 
have bred ſeveral famous Scholars, and have come 
near to your Raphael's and Titan's; particularly, 
[/andyke has diltinguiſh'd himſelf from the other 
Femmgs, and may very properly be call'd a Kuben 
rein: Fot it mult be own'd, that, to the Beauty 
of other Colourings, he has join'd a Superiority in 
Doelign; and that he was the only Flewifþp Drawer 


Whole Works have eſcaped the Genius of the 
Country, and the Air of the Climate. Kuben, 


Otho Venins, and all their Diſciples, have often 


fallen into the heavy, dull Stile; and, notwith- 
ſtanding innumerable Beauties diſplay'd in their 
Paintings, yet ſtill the Flemiſh Taſte (dull, heavy, 
and tar trom the light Touch of the Haliaus, faith» 


ful Copyers of Antiquity) is vilible in every Stroke. 


Ine Women painted by Kaphacl, Corregio and Carlo 


Maratti, have ſomething divine: The very Nymphs 
reiemole Goddeſſes, whereas in the Works ot the 
Fiemjh Painters, the Goddeſſes often reſemble clum- 


1y Chambermaids. 


In the Palace of Luxemburg at Paris, [ vilited 


the famous Gallery painted by Ruben; and one 
would almolt ſwear that real Blood circulates in 


the Figures drawn by that great Man upon the 
Cloth. Nature cannot boalt a Superiority of Co— 
ours, though ſhe may with reſpect to the Contours 


ot Out-lines: And one may ſafely ſay, that had 


'Rnben been born in Italy, he would have been 
the greatelt Man of his Art. Though he reſided 
there for a conliderable Time, he could never al- 


together (trip himſelf of the fitſt Ideas which he 
: bad 
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had contracted in his own Country; and, 83 
fineſt Pieces, the Flemiſh Figure was (ti!) gt he 
ſeen: But then he repaired this Fault by ſo mam 
other Beauties, that it would be highly unjult 1 


to pardon him. | 


Il! 


1441. 


The Painters diſpers'd up and down Flauers ny 
a-days, are meer Dawbers, compar'd to their g 
Maſters. They retain, 'tis true, ſomething of ts. 
Colourings, but are ſo faulty in the other be 
of Painting, their Deſign ſo incorrect, and u 
Compoſition ſo languid, that the Flemiſh Sc 
has no Exiſtence but in the Works of the Dead. 
One would imagine that the Number cf Fe 
ers and Sculptures ſhould encreaſe every Age; i! 


that the Liberal Arts, inſtead of decaying, o. 


be improved: But the Scholars, ſo far from (ir 
paſſing their Maſters, grow worle and worle; ace 
What has happen'd to the Flemings, with regard! 
Ruben and Vauadyke, is the very Caſe of the l, 
with reſpect to Raphael, Titian, the two Carrach::. 
Corregio, Fulio Romano, &c. If we pals over tit 
or forty Years after the Death of thoſe great .c!, 
who lived much about the ſame 1 ime, J e 
ſcarce reckon up, in any Age, two Painters u 
deſerved the Eſteem of all the Connoiſſeurs. 90! 
an hundred Years ago they had a G#:d and abs 
rolo Maratti, whoſe Names will be trantimittc«!9 
Poſterity. Treviſani aud Soloman are now the dh 


Perſons who, in their Art, have arriv'd at Us 


Degree of Perfection which intitles them t0 lo: 
mortality. Treviſani is delicate, deſigns cortec. 


but then there's ſomething faint and pale i his 
louring, a common Failing in the Koma School. 


*T wouis 


ar 


2 ; 
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5 FT would ſeem, my dear Iſaac, that certain Talents 
tre peculiar to ſome Countries, which the Natives 
any of another cannot acquire to the ſame Degree of 
| Perfection. 
II the flouriſhing Times of Painting, there were 
| three fam'd Schools; the Flemiſh, which excell'd 
„i Colouring, the Roman, in Deſign; and the Ve— 
hetian ſeem'd to reunite the Perfections of the two 
former. Titian and Tintoret have far ſurpaſs'd the 
lejaings in Deſign, and the Romans in Colouring : 
Nevertheleſs, if they may be ſaid to unite the La- 
pts of the two other Schaols, they neither ſur- 
pals'd, nor even equall'd them, but in thoſe Parts 
«> | Wherein they leaſt excell'd. A Picture of Titan's, 
ny well colour'd and well deſign'd, is not fo well 
| &delign'd as another of Raphael's, and inferior in 
Colouring to one of Kuben's: And therefore, my 
gear Iſuac, I conclude myſelf in the right of attri- 
Futing different Talents to different Countries, and 
m allerting, that the firſt Impreſſions which the 
Mind recerves when it begins to apply to Arts and 
gerences, cannot be entirely effaced, whatever Care 
talen to root out what's bad, and ſo perfect the 
t. The firſt Steps in Study are like the firſt 
Frejudices imbib'd upon Religion. There's no get— 
Ang abſolutely rid of them; and Im poſitive, that 


hen a Nazarexze turns Muſſalman, and a Few 
- N:zzrene, a thouſand Reflections otten recur in 
1 heir Minds, which tis not in their Power to baniſh. 
N I The greateſt Men (till retain ſomething of their 


Brit FTaſte, and that of their Country, or the School 


K which they had their Education. That's what 
0! me Painters term Manner, which neither Study 
ns por I ravels into foreign Countries can make them 
lo: Abandon. Ruben was a long Time at Kome, where 
many other Flepzngs have likewiſe work'd. 'Tis 
1 true, they refined their Mauner, and purified their 


Tate; but it itil! has a Lincture of the firſt Im- 
1 preſſions, 
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Preſſions, and all the Pains imaginable can't ren. 


der a Flemiſh Painter ſo good a Deligner 28 41 
Italian: And even Love itſelf, which has ſyn... 
times made of a Fool a pretty Fellow, can; 
work this Miracle, though of a Lockſmith it c;1 
make an able Painter. Of this I have ſeen 1 (4. 
gular Inſtance at Antwerp. About thirty Pace. 
from the Cathedral they ſhew'd me a Well wh! 
Iron Branches, to which hangs a pully, were ;- 
dorn'd with various Foliages, the Work ot a Lock: 
fmith, named Qz1min Mathys, who fell in Long 
with a Painter's Daughter: But though he was ; 
Fellow of good Scnle, and an expert Trace. 
man, he could not obtain his Miſtreſs, her Hatha 
not inclining to have a Smith for his Son-in-lay, 


Love made Quintin to throw by the Auvil an 


Hammer, and take up the Pencil and Pallet; an: 
the Deſire of pleaſing guiding his Hand, he fon 
became skilful, and diſtinguiſh'd bimſelf ſo well 
in his new Art, that he excelled all the Faintcr 
in Antwerp, and had the good Fortune to mat 
his Miſtreſs. I have read upon the Church Wal, 
over the Tomb of the Lockſmith-Painter, this le 
of Epitaph. 


Connnubialis amor de mulcibre fecit Apellem, 
Thus paraphras'd : 


The Pow'r of Love, the Poets tell us, 
Transform'd a Smith into Apelles. 


+ Thus, my dear Jſaac, I have inform'd vol! ( 


what is moſt remarkable in this City, in Wh". 


tho? in the Neighbourhood of Holland, the H f, 


Religion only is tolerated : Our Brethren «tt 
allow'd to ſettle there, nor to be in it but 5 16 
ſengers. There is no Inquiſition in 744 
Flanders, and yet the People are not leis dey Ore: 
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to the Monks than in Spain and Italy. This Bi- 
gotry is not confin'd to the loweſt, but extends 
to the better Sort, who would think it an IIlu— 
{tration to their ancient Nobility, to perſecute all 
who diſter from them in Opinion. This puts me 
in mind of the Duke of Moutpenſier, who caultd 
hang all the Proteſtants that tell into his Hands, 
and all the handſome Women of that Religion to 
be raviſh'd “: And all this for the greater Glory 
of God, and becauſe he deſcended from a King 
hom the Nagarenes look upon as a Saint; with— 
out which, ſuch a diabolical Opinion would not 
probably have potlets'd him. That pious King 
went to perſecute the Mahometans, even to the 
Center of Africa, where he died, after having in— 


volv'd his Kingdom into great Milery by an ex- 


{travagant millaken Zeal. Nothing can be more 
ridiculous, my Friend, than the Blindneſs of thoſe 
who think they merit the Eſteem of Mankind by 
deltroying their Fellow-creatures, who are guilty 
of no Crime, nor have given any Provocation. 
Of all Follics, or rather of all Madneſs, the moſt 
Pernicious is that by which certain Noblemen are 
induc'd to think, that People of their Rank ought 
to lupport and propagate, right or wrong, the Re» 
ligion which their Forctathers protelſs'd. 
Farewel, my dear IJſaac: Heaven preſerve all 
true /ſraelrtes from ſuch Madnels as this. 


* 


' Y Brancome's Memoirs. Tom, III. 
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1 Have not yet given thee, my dear Moncers, 
an Account of the famous Pyramids of Eyyp:, 
erected by the ancient Kings of this Country to 
ſerve for their Tombs. Some Ignorants, and even 
ſome prejudic'd Men of Learning, have look'c 
upon theſe ſtately Monuments as ſo many Pile 
of Stones heap'd one upon another without much 
Art. But when we come to conſider that the 
favourite Paſſion of the ancient Egypriazs was, 
during their Lives, to ere& magnificent Toni. 
where their Bodies might be ſecured againſt Cor: 
ruption, the Fate of all the Dead, and againſt th 
Curioſity and Avarice of Men, we will not think 
it ſtrange that Kings, ſo powerful as thoſe of E. 
24pt, order'd theſe perpetnal Monuments to de 
built, in order to procure themſelves that Repolt 
which they wanted to enjoy after Death. 

The Names of the Monarchs, by whoſe Orc 
ſuch magnificent Tombs were erc&ed, are ul: 
Known. One Pſammeticus is mention'd, but ne 
probable Reaſon is aſſign'd for his being of te 
Number. Soine have pretended, that Merci) 


caus'd build the three great Pyramids; others 4. 
firm, that the moſt conſiderable of all was bi! 
by that Pharaoh who perſecuted our Nation, di 
Was drown'd in the Red Sea. This Opinion the, 
would ſupport by the Gap in that Pyramid, wil” 


1 
ey 
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they ſay was never cloſed : But they are groſly wi 
taken in this; for if we but examine f! ith t. © 
jeaſt Attention, it will plainly: appear cdat it nas 
been open'd, not without great Labour and Pains. 

Some ancient Authors ſay, that one of the molt 
conſiderable Monuments was built by a famous 
Courteſan call'd Doricha, to whom others give the 
Name of Kodope. Herodotus pretends, that the Fe- 
male who rais'd this Pyramid at the Expence of 
her Gallants, was Daughter to a King of EHyt 
nam'd, Cheopes, who ruin'd himſelf in erecting the 
others: But this feems entirely fabulous; and I 
can give no Credit to the Story, though this Au- 
thor tays he had it from the Egyptians themſelves. 
Here's what he ſays of it: The prodigious Expence 
| which that Edifice requir'd, was the Reaſon that 

Cheopes, wha wanted Money, baſely propos'd his 
| Daughter's turning a public Whore in a certain 
Houſe, that he might reap the Benefit of her- Pro- 
flitutton. This Lady not only agreed to her Father's 
Propoſal, but alſo reſolved to leave ſome Monument 
to perpetuate her Memory; for which Reaſoa ſhe de- 
ſired every one of her Viſitors to give her a Stone for 
au Edifice which ſpe intended to erect. I have been 
told, that with thoſe Stones was built that Pyramid 
which 1s placed in the Middle of the three oppoſite to 
the large one, and which is one hundred and fifty 
Foot in Front every Way *. 

Tis ſurpriſing to me how Herodotus could re- 
late, with ſo much Gravity, a Story ſo ſeemingly 
fabulous and tho' he only writes what has been told 
him, he ought to have given it as a vulgar Tale, and 
refuted it with the ſame Breath. What Likelihood 
is there that a Lady of Pleaſure, ſo very common 
as to be able by her Favours to get together a 
Number of Stones ſufficient for the Foundation 
and low Part of a Pyramid, ſhould have laſting 

ET Dd 2 Charms 
* Herodotus's Hiſtory, Book 1, Pag. 352, 
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Charms to engage ſo many Lovers as were ne. 
cefſary to defray the Expence of this magnificent 
Building? At firſt one would be apt to think, that 
the giving of a Stone was a very cheap Way to 
purchaſe a fine Lady's Favours ; but upon ſecond 


Thoughts, and when it is conſider'd that this ſame. 


Stone was to be of Granate Marble, and brought 
from a Quarry about two hundred Leagues di- 
ſtant, it muſt be own'd, that they who furniſh'd 
the laſt Stones, purchas'd the Favours of tuch a 
common Creature at a very dear Rate: Perhaps 
the ancient gyptians were not over delicate in A- 
mours, but tor their Generolity it cannot be diſ- 
puted. | 
- Theſe Pyramids, in all Appearance, were for- 
merly faced with Marble, though not now; be— 
caule the Sovereigns who had Occaſion for Marble, 
choſe rather. to (trip them than to fetch it from 
ſuch a Diltance. | 
The Arabian Authors give a very ludicrous Ac- 
count of the Origin of the Pyramids : They affirm, 
that they were built long before the Deluge by a 
Nation of Giants. Every one of them brought 
from the Quarries to the Place where the Pyra— 
mids are, a Stone of twenty or twenty five Foot 
long, with as much Eaſe as a Man carries a Book 
under his Arm *. So that there was no more 
Trouble in erecting a Pyramid, than a Child would 
have in building a Caſtle with Cards. But an un— 
lucky Accident happen'd to one of thoſe Giants. 
In my former Letters 1 mention'd that famous Pil- 
lar of Pompey, the thickeſt and higheſt in the World. 
The Giant that carried it under his Arm, and who, 
to eaſe him, chang'd it from one Arm to the other, 
happen'd, mistortunately, to break one of his Ribs, 
by Inadvertancy in the removing of it. However 
this did not ſtop his Journey; tor he arriv'd es 


*+ Mailers Account of Feypr, Patt. I. Pag. 104 , 
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his Packet under bis Arm, and had his Rib ſet to 
| Rights by a skilful Surgeon. RES 
When all is ſaid and done, Heredotus's Story is 

more tolerable than that of the Arabians. I could 
wich that Men reſpected one another more, and 
| that the Hiſtorians had a better Opinion of Man- 
kind than to think them capable of believing ſuch 
| ridiculous Fables. The Generality of Writers 
make a bad Uſe of the Privilege of tranſmitting cer- 
tain Facts to Poſterity : They diſguiſe and dreſs 
them up to their own Fancy, and rather leave to 
future Generations a whimſical Collection of their 
| own Ideas, than a true Account of what has paſs'd. 
All Nations have a great Number of Hiſtorians, 
| inſufferable Compilers of Fables. The Tarks have 
the Expounders of their Laws; the Fews many of 
their Rabbies; and the Nazarexes their Monks. 
Whoever would ſtudy Hiſtory, cannot be over 
careful in the Choice of Authors that he takes for 
| his Guide. The firit Prejudices in hiſtorical Mat- 
ters are not more eaſily ſhaken off than in Caſes 
of Philoſophy. One is propos'd in favour of an 
Hiſtorian as of a Philoſopher ; and 'tis as unpar- 
donable an Exceſs to give an implicit Faith to Je- 
r0dotas, as blindly to adopt all the Opinions of A 
riſtotle. It requires Judgment to read to Advan- 
tage even the very belt Books; for there are none 
but what, in ſome Paſſages, are liable to human 
Frailty. Our Buſineſs ſhould be to diſcover them, 
and to ſupply the Defect by the Opinion of thoſe 
Fa, are of oppoſite Sentiments upon that Occa- 
ion. 

I am now reading the Books which thou ſent'ſt 
me from Paris, and take care to put thoſe wiſe 
Precautions into Practice as much as poſſibly 1 
can. The Merchant of Marſeilles, who forward- 
ed thy Letters, has imparted to me an Adventure 
lately bappen'd in his Country, which is merry 

| d 3 enough; 
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enough; and here it is in the very Terms that he 
wrote it. | 1 


LETTE Ret 
SIR, 


N Sod won't perhaps be angry that I tell you 4 
merry Adventure occaſion'd by a tamous Pro- 
ceſſion that was made here ſome Days ago. The 
Monks had a mind to place an Altar in the Street, 
to repoſe the Shrines which were carried through 
the Town. They built a kind of Dome, ſupport- 
ed by Fillars of Wood, and cover'd with Branches; 
and under theDome was form'd a Grotto of Leaves, 
where they deſign'd to place a Figure repreſenting 
Saint Mary Magdalene. That it might the more re- 
ſemble the Original, they undreſs'd a young Girl 
of fifteen, and put her in a Poſture the molt pro- 
per to repreſent the expiring Saint. She was laid 
on a Bed of Turf, cover'd with nothing but Hair, 
Jo artfully diſpos'd, that few Parts of her Body 
were left naked and expoſed to Sight. They had 
thus undreſs'd this young Girl, becauſe in Provence 
they have a Notion that Saint Magdalene had no 
other Veſtment but her Hair, while ſhe was in the 
Cave of Saint Baum; and order'd the living Sta- 
tue to ſtir as little as poſſible. The Proceſſion 
fil'd off before the Statue, and the Biſhop, when 
they paſs'd, ordering that the Relicks of the Saint 
ſhould repoſe for ſome Minutes upon it, the Sta- 
tue, touch'd with a Fit of Devotion, quite forgot 
her Part, and put herſelf in a Poſture of knee)in?, 
upon which all the Hair fell off; and the prett) 
Damſel remaining in the pure State of Nature, 
offer'd to the Eyes of the Spectators Beauties too 
lively for a dying Perſon. The Biſhop, a truly 
pious Prelate, was very much ſcandaliz'd at the 
Folly and Impertinence of the Monks, and ac- 
cording ly interdicted them, by way of Puniſhment 
| | for 
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for the Execution of ſuch a mad Project; and is 
ſo enrag'd, that, by all Appearance, it will be no 
ealy Matter to prevail with him to reſtore them to 
the Functions of their Offices. 

Jam, &Cc. 


I wiſh, my dear Monceca, that this Adventure 
may make thee laugh, as it did me. Lis not the 
only Inſtance in which the Monks have expoſed 
themſelves. The Coptes have a Ceremony which 
their Prieſts perform every Year to the Honour of one 
of their Patriarchs, not unlike this. A Man, quite 
naked, appears on a Tomb, and harangues on all 
the fine I'hings which were pronounced by this 
Patriarch when he roſe from the Dead. All the 
Succeſſors of this Coptic Pontiff hold him in great 
Veneration, and tell us that his Manners were as 
pure as thoſe of the Angels. But what may be 
depended upon is, that the Patriarchs who are now 
choſen, do not in the leaſt reſemble this Saint': 
They abuſe the Religion of which they are the 
Depoſitaries, ſell all the Permiſſions which they 
| grant, and Money can purchaſe every thing with 
them: So that a Copze, with the Aſſiſtance of the 
Prieſt, and under the Banner of his Permiſſion, 
may ſafely commit the worſt of Actions. Thus 
Divorces are very common among them. The 
Moment a Man is diſſatisfied with his Wife, or 
that a Wife is Hot pleas'd with her Husband, the 
Patriarch ſeparates them, without enquiring into 
the Cauſe of their Quarrel, and without endea- 
vouring to reconcile them, for fear of loſing the 
Fees which ſuch Separations bring him: For you 
muſt know that a Part of this Pontiff's Revenue 
ariles from the Miſunderſtandings betwixt Hus“ 
bands and Wives. e 

Did the European Prieſts but enjoy ſuch a Pre- 
rogative, they would be much richer than they are. 

What 
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What Treaſures would jump into their Coffers, 
2nd what Havock would there be in Matrimony, 
could the Nazarenes but have ſuch a Privilege! 
»Tis my Opinion, that if the Sovereign Pontiffs had 
a mind to renew the ancient Croiſades, they need 
only proclaim that thoſe who liſted themſelves 
ſhould be loos'd from Matrimony, to raiſe an 
Army more numerous than that of Aerxes againſt 
the Greeks, the only Expedient I can think of for 
renewing ſuch uſeleſs and ruinous Wars as the 
Nazarene Princes made in thoſe Climates. Yet 
in the Time of thoſe Croiſades, the European: 
flock'd together in Crowds, and abandon'd their 
native Country, to go and get themſelves knock'd 
o'th' Head in another, which they could not long 
keep. The mad Humour ran ſo high for going 
upon theſe Expeditions, that the very Women would 
have a Share of the Croiſades, and the Fatigues of 
that holy War. A great Numberof Ladies at Ge- 
noa, of the firſt Rank, arm'd cap-a-pee, reſolv'd to 
go for Egypt with a Monk at their Head, who rais'd 
this charming Recruit. The Roman Pontiff wrote a 
very long Letter to thoſe Heroines, which began 
thus: To his noble and dear Daughters in Chriſt, 
the noble Ladies Carmendini, Ghiſulfi, Grimaldi, &c. 
We are apprized by your Letters, aud by what our 
dear Son, Philip of Savona, Lecturer to the Brethren 
of the Leſſer Orders, writes us, thgt you, and many 
other pious Women of Genoa, infpired from above, 
have reſolved to go to the Holy Land, &c. What 
think'it thou of this Gezoeſe Squadron? Is not ſuch 
a Chriſtian Spirit in the Fair Sex very edifying ? 


Adieu, my Friend; I heartily wiſh thee all ima- 


ginable Happineſs. 


Cairo, $$##++%, 
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F all the ancient philoſophical Doctrines, my 
dear Monceca, that which has been moſt de- 
ſpiſed in latter Days, was in greateſt Vogue in 
old Times, and is ftill among the Indians. The 
Doctrine of the Mete mpſychaſis, or Tranſmiration of 
Souls, which Pythagoras taught, was adopted and 
received by ſeveral great Genius's. Plato main- 
tain'd it. Ovid“ and Virgil, in many Places of 
their 

* Mente Dens adijt, & que natura negabat 
Viſibus humants, oculis ea pectoris hauſit. 


Ovid, Metam, Lib, XV, 
Thus tranſlated by Mr, Sewell: I. 


He, though to Earth confin'd, yet mounted high, 
Roſe in his Soul, and travell'd through. the Sky : 
What Nature to his mortal Sight deny*d, 

The Eye of Reaſon to his Mind ſupply'd. 


To this Elogium of Pythagoras we ought to add that of his 
Syſtem, | 
O genus attonitum gelide formidine mortis, 
Quid Styga, quid tenebras, & nomina vana timetis, 
Materiem vatum, fal ſique piacula mundi? 
Corpora, ſive rogus flamma, feu tabe vetuſtas- *  ' 
Abſtulerit, mala poſſe pati non ulla putetis, - 
3 Ovid. Metam. Lib. XV. 
i. e. 
O ye whom Horrors of cold Death affright ! 
Why dread ye Styx? — vain Dreams of endleſs Night, 
The 


__- 
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their Works, have declared in its Favour. The It 
Siameſe Philoſophers, and the Brachmans, are con- ſhow! 
vinced of it. | founc 
It erTOn 

| fell 1 

The Poets Fiction, — fancy'd Miſeries we C 


Of a forg'd Hell; for neither Flames ſurpriſe, and ſ 
Or ſlow, conſuming Time our Bodies wear ; with 
Depriv'd of Senſe, nor Pain nor Grief they bear, —_ 


Sill, The 
f O Pater! anne aliquas ad cœlum hinc ire putandum af 
Sublimes animas ? Iterumque ad tarda reverts 
Corpora? Que luas miſeris tam dira cupide ? 
Dicam equidem; nec te ſuſpenſum, nate, tenebo 5 
Suſcipit Anchiſes, atque ordine ſingula pandit, 
Principio cœlum, ac terras, campoſq ue liqentes, 
Lucentemque globum lunæ, Titaniaque aſtra, 
Spiritus intus alt; totamque inſuſa per artus 
Mens agitat molem, & magna ſe cerpore miſcet. 
Inde hominum, pecudumque genus, vit æque velantum, 
Et que marmoreo fert monſtra ſub equore pontns, 
neus eft ollis vigor & c leſtis origo 
Seminibus : Quantum non noxia corpora tardant, 
Terrenique hebetant artus, moribundaque membra, 
Hine metuunt cupiunt que, dolent gaudentq ue, neque aura | 
Reſpiciunt clauſe tenthris & carcere cæco. 
Quin & ſupreme cum lumine vita reltquit : 
Non tamen omne malum miſeris, nes ſundit us exmes 
Corporeæ excedunt peſtes, ————= 
Done longa dies per ſecto temporis orbe 
Concretam exemit labem, purumque reliquit © 
AÆAthereum ſenſum, atque aurai fimplicis ignem. 
Has omnes, ub mille rotam volvtre per annos, 
Lethæum ad fluvium Deus evocat agmine magna 9 
Ccilicet immemores ſupera ut convexa revi ſant, 
Rurſus & incipiant in corpora velle reverts, 


virg. Eneid. Lib. VI 


8 „ ² ˙ 6 EaSC 


Thus tranflated by Mr. Dryden: 


O Father! can it be that Souls ſublime 

| Return to viſit our terreſtrial Clime? 
And that the gen'rous Mind, releas'd by Death, 
Cana covet lazy Limbs, and mortal Breath? 


4 I lis 
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t ſeems ſurpriſing, at firſt, that ſo falſe a Syſtem 
auld have had ſuch a Currency, and ſhould have 
found Adherents for ſo many Ages, whilſt other 
erroneous Opinions of the ancient Philoſophers 
fell into Contempt, or were forgot. But when 
we carefully examine the Opinions of Pyzhagoras, 
and ſtrip them of all the Abſurdities they are charg'd 
with by thoſe who have confuted them, we ſhall 
not be ſo much ſurpris'd at their Continuance. 
The Error of thoſe who have adher'd to them, is 


| tO 
Anchiſes then in Order thus begun 

To clear thoſe Wonders to his God-like Son, 

Know firſt, that Heav'n and Earth's compacted Frame, 
And flowing Waters, and the ſtarry Flame, | 
And both the radiant Lights, one common Soul 

Inſpires, avd feeds, and animates the whole. 

This active Mind, infus'd through all the Space, 

Unites and mingles with the mighty Maſs. 

BHence Men and Beaſts the Breath of Life obtain, 

And Birds of Air, and Monſters of the Main. 

7h* etherial Vigour is in all the ſame, 

and ev*ry Soul is fill'd with equal Flame; 

as much as earthly Limbs, and groſs Allay Wl 
© mortal Members, ſubje@ to decay, 8 
Blunt not the Beams of Heav'n, and Edge of Day. 
From this coarſe Mixture of terreſtrial Patts, 

Deſire and Fear, by Turns, poſſeſs their Hearts; 

And Grief and Joy: Nor can the grov'ling Mind, | 
In the dark Dungeon of the Limbs confin'd, 8 
Act the native Skies, or own its heay'nly Kind. g 
Nor Death itſelf can wholly waſh their Stains, 

Nut long-contraRted Filth e'en in the Soul remains, 

Then are they happy, when, by Length of Time, 

The Scurf is worn away off each committed Crime, 

No Speck is left of their habitual Stains, 

Zut the pme ther of the Soul remains, 

Fat, when a thouſand rolling Years are paſt 

do long their Puniſhments and Pennance laſt) 

Whole Droves of Minds are, by the diiving God, 
 CompelPd to drink the deep Lethean Flood, 

In large forgetful Draughts, to ſeep the Cares 

Of their pals'd Labours, and their irkſome Y eats, 

hat unrememb*'ring of its former Pain, 

The Soul may ſuffer mortal Fleſh again, 
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to be pitied; but their Fault is excuſable, being 
occafion'd by deceitful Deluſions, capable to ſe. 
duce the beſt fortified Minds. 

The Reaſons that have determin'd certain Phi. 
loſophers to believe the Metempſychoſis are ſo dif. 
ficult to be confuted, that the Nazarene Doors 
who attempted it, have given them new Strength, 
A Man mult be an excellent Metaphyſician en- 
tirely to defeat the Pythagorean Syſtem. This Task, 
only reſerv'd for the Des-Carzes's, the Lucke's, and 
the Bayle's, is not within the Reach of the School. 
men. A Jeſuit has ſhew'd us the Arguments which 
he and his Brethren make uſe of to convince the 
Indiaus of the Abſurdity of the Tranſmigration i; 
Souls, fo weak and eaſy to be confuted, that thoſe 
People mult be very ſilly, or very ignorant of the 
Principles of Nazareniſim, if they don't deſtroy them 
to all Intents and Purpoſes. Without entering up- 
on a Summary of Pythagoras's Syſtem, I ſhall only 
mention that of the Indians; and after I have dil- 
cuſs'd the QbjeCtions of the Jeſuites, I hope I ſhall 
make it appear that my Aſſertion, of their not be. 
ing conclulive, is not groundleſs. 

- The Brachmans lay it down as a firſt Principle, 
that all good Actions ought to be rewarded by the 
Deity, and that all bad ones ought to be puniſh'd 
The Wiſdom of God (ſay they) requires this Order, 
His Fuſtice demands abſolutely that he ſhould pun" 
Wickedneſs, and reward Virtne ; conſequently uo ii. 
noceut Man can be puniſh'd, nor guilty Man be fe 
Warded. Why does it then ha pen daily that a Man, 
from the Moment of his Birth to that of his Deiti, 
is oppreſs'd with many Evils, without having dejer- 
ved them? Why do we ſee other Perſons enjoy Hi 
pineſs avithout Interruption? There's a Neceſjit), 


frace this 15 plainly the Caſe, that by Actions prev! 
0% to Birth, thoſe who are unhappy deſerved rhei. 
Mi gortunes, and thoſe who are happy the good 
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| Things they enjoy. And this proves the Neceſſity 


the Merempſychoſes. 
x But let 5 ſomething to the Reaſoning 


of the Indian Philoſopher. God cannot be the 
Author of Evil; for 'tis directly oppoſite to the 


Eſſence of a Being ſovereignly good and per- 
fect. He cannot be the Source of the Misfortune 


that befals an Infant, not yet ſtain'd with any 


Crime; and therefore you mult admit of two fir(t 
Principles, one good which diſpenſes Happineſs, 


and another bad which ſpreads its Venom amon 
the Creatures, or allow of the Metempſychoſis. 


The Jelvit, in anſwer to this Argument, can- 


not fly to the Trangrefſion of Adam; becauſe the 
Indian may very juſtly tell him, Var Reaſoning is 
—_ bat a begging of the Queſtion ; you found 
ST 


| there was an Adam form'd by the Divinity *. The 


roofs upon what I don't allow. I deny that 


Circulation of Souls has been from Eternity; it was 


| und ſhall be for ever. 


In order to prove that the Fault of the firſt Man 
is the Cauſe of the Happineſs and Miſery of Man- 
kind, thoſe with whom we diſpute mult adinit our 
lacred Books to be authentick ; and therefore when 
an Iadian agrees that what is written in Geze/rs 
was reveaPd by God, he mult be perſuaded, that 
the Doctrine of Tranſmigration of Souls is errone- 
ous: But, when he denies the Authority of this 
Book, it would be needleſs to offer it as a Proof 
of the Cauſes of Moral Good and Evil. 


Vo. II. Ee "Tis 


* Somelearned Indians pretend there ate three Things which are 


©ernal, viz. the Supreme God, the Souls, and Propagation, which 


they expreſs by theſe three Words, Padi, Pachou, Pajum; and that 
by going back from the Son to the Father, from the Father to the 
Grandfather, from this tothe Great Grandſather, and ſo on, there 
!s no finding out a Beginning, See Father Buchet's Letter on the 


| Mictempſychoſis, inſerted in the Religious Cetemonies and Cuſtoms 


of the idolatrous Nations, Tom, 17, Pag. 181, 
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- *Tis very difficult, my dear Monceca, to con- 
vince a learn'd Indian by Arguments that prove 
the true Cauſes of human Misfortunes, which he 
aſcribes to the Faults committed by the Souls dy- 
ring the Courſe of a former Life. The Argu- 
ments made uſe of by the Naxarene Miſſionaries are 
trifling and poor. / demand of Idolaters, (ſays: 
Jeſuit *) f all the Beings in the World ought 10 le 
alike ? Onght there to be nothing but Suns aud Stars? 
Does not the Good of the Univerſe require that al 
the Parts, of which it is compos d, ſgould be ſubir. 
dinate to one another; and that the different Beinzs 
ſhould be differently placed? They agree to this: H 
then acknowledge (lay I) that *tis the ſame with re- 
Spec? to the moral World, that all cannot be placed 
in the Rank of Sovereigus; and that, for the ſake (| 
good Order, there muſt be a Subordiuation ? 

In anſwer to theſe general Arguments an [4a 
may reply: „I grant that good Order requires a 
© Subordination in the different States of the World 
though I might upon good Grounds refuſe it, 
„ were it not to ſhorten the Diſpute; for, Go! 
« having Power to make all Men equally happy, 
„if he thought proper ſo to do, this Equality had 
© no ways Claſh'd with good Order, nothing more 
being nece{lary than to create thein all virtuous. 
„In that Caſe, Laws, Princes, Magiſtrates and 
* Judges became uſeleſs, and conſequently Sub- 
« ordination was no longer neceſſary: But 't 
„ not againlt this that I exclaim, rather a more 
„ tubſtantial Evil. Your Compariſon of the Son 
and Stars with happy and misfortunate Men,“ 
not juſt. Though the Moon is leſs than the 
„Sun, yet the Word unfortunate is not applicable 
«to that Planet: Neither the Gout nor Grave! 
* N 800 87 F. 41 | Hunger 
see Father Bachei's Letter on the Afetempſicloſis, inſerted n 
the Rel gion, Ceremonies and Cuſtom, of the tdolatrous Nations, Tom. I. 
Fag. 8 1, towards the Ed. 122 88 235 
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„%, Hunger or Thirſt, torment her; ſhe's under no 
| « Apprehenſion of loſing Sight or Hearing: In- 
| « ſenſibility is (if I may ſo fay) her Bleſſing; for 
« the Sun in bis meridian Splendour can do her 
% no Harm. But the Caſe differs with Men: 
their Misfortunes are real. The Cruelty of a 
% Sovereign, the Partiality of a Judge, Diſtempers 
e and Plagues oppreſs them. Had they not de- 
« ſerv'd thoſe Misfortunes in a former Lite, the 
« Order eſtabliſh'd by the Divinity in the moral 
« World would be as bad, as that which he has 
« eftablith'd in the Planets is worthy of Admira- 
„ tion. *I'is leſs contrary to Reaſon, and leſs 
« jmpious, to aſſert that God can't prevent Evil, 

than to make him the Author of it “..“ 
| ſhall go on, my dear Moxceca, with the Exa- 
mination of the Jeſuit's Arguments. 7he Doctrine 
of the Indians (lays he ) furniſhes us with a De- 
mnnſtration uaanſwerable. The chief Reaſon that 
induces them to admit of the Metemplychoiis, is the 
Neceſſity of expiating the Crimes of a paſs d Life. 
Now, according to their Syſtem, nothing is more eaſy 
than Atonement for Sins. All their Books are full 
of ſpecial Favours obtain'd by the Pronouaciation of 
theſe three Nord, Chiva, Rama, Harigara. Upozz 
a firſk Proavunciation of them, all Sins are blotted 
out; and if thrice repeated, the Gods, thereby ho + 
wour'd, are at a Loſs to find a ſuitable Reward to 
28 2 | the 
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the Merit. Then the Souls ſwiming (if J may be 
ailow'd the Expreſſion) ia Meritt, are no longer 
oblig*d: to animate new Bodies, but fly directly 9 
Bevendiren's Palace of Glory. Now, there's ſcarce 
an Indian, the leaſt devout of them all, that does nit 
pronowace theſe Words above thirty Times a Day, 


and ſome a thouſand Times, and thus force the Guts | 


zo acknowleage themſelves taſolvable. Moreover, 

S725 are as eajily cancell'd by bathing in certain Ri- 
vers and Ponds, by beſtowing Charity upon the Brach- 
mans, by Pilprimages, by reading the Ramagenam, 
by celobrating Feſtivals to the Honour of the Gods, &c. 
{is being ſo, there's nat a ſingle Indian that goes 
out of the fNorld without a full Load of Merits, ar 
with the leaſt Stain of Sin; conſequently, as there i. 
no Sin lo expiate, what's the Uſe of the Tranſmi- 
gration of Souls? 

If the Indians, my Friend, are puzzl'd to an- 
Wer the Objections of the Jeſuites, they mult be 
void of Common Senſe, or entirely ignorant of 
the Tenets of the Nazarene Religion. Let me for 
a Moment perſonate the Brachman, and {peak thus 
to the Miſſionary. I ſee, my dear European, rt 
the People of your Country blow hot and cold; and 
z Hat they allernately adopt and throw. off certain Ca- 
ſtoms, according as they favour the Opinions which 
they would prove. You condemy our Cuſtom Pro- 
#oancing the Words Chiva, Rama, Harigara ; «id 


pretend, that ſiuce they remit Sins, all Souls miſt g 
4 Heaven, and never more return tothe Earth. Bit 


Pray tell me, what's the Uſe of Purgatory wh:h 
va believe, or ſeem to believe? Your Sovereigu Pot 
tiffs have ſound a hundred thouſaud Expedients, y 
the Means of Indulgences, to exempt the Natarenes 
Nom it, ow many different Sorts are there 
them! Some ſerve for three, aud others for ten 11” 


ſand Tears; and ſome of them clear all Accounts: 


And theſe are as eaſy t6 be had as thoſe that We 
| au d 
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1ain'd by pronouncing Chiva, Rama, Harigara. The 
| Pontiffs have even made them as common as Good- 
' morrow *®. Every Man who ſalutes the firſt Perſon 
that he meets in a Morning, with a Sia laudata 
Maria, 2. e. praiſed be Mary, gains a thouſand Years 
Indulgences ; and he that anſwers Amen, gains five 
| hundred. There's ſcarce an Italian that has the 
| leaſt Spark of Devotion, who does not give forty. 
Good-morrows :# a Morning; which, at the cur- 
rent Price of Indulgences, muſt. parchaſe forty thou 
ſand Years of Pardons, without reckoning up twenty 
| thouſand which he gains coo, £ cron zo thoſe. 
| who are before-hand with him in calling out this 


happy Laudata. Moreover, the Sins of the Naza- 


renes, by a Motion of the Prieſts and Monks Arms 
| over the Head, are cancell d, as well as by beſtowing 
| Preſents, by going in Pilgrimage to Loretto, by 
reading the Lives of Saint Ignatius, Saint Thereſa 


| and Saint Dominic, and by celebrating the Feſtivals 


of Saints. And this being the Caſe, there's not one 
| of them departs this Life without a Load of Merit, 
and without the leaſt Spot of Sin; conſequently, 
' when there are no more Sins to be expiated, of what 


Uſe is Purgatory? Let me beg of you, my dean 


European, zo explain its Utility; aud when von 
have clear'd up this, I ſhall thereby be furniſhi'd with 
convincing Arguments to enforce the. Neceſſity of the 
Tranſmigration of Souls. Toll no doubt tell me, 
that the Indulgences only operate with reſpe< ta, 
thoſe that are in a State of Grace,. or who truly 


repent of their Faults; and that half a Million of 
Laudatd's, &c. will not give a Moment's Eaſe to 


the Pain ſuffer'd by thoſe who have not deſerved 
the Effect of the Indulgence. The. Caſe is juſt the 


Ne . SL] ſame 


for my part, you may remain in quiet and peaceable 


Objections. He has no other Reſource left but to 


great Men of theſe latter Ages have diſcover'd con- 
cerning the Nature of the Souls of Men and hot 
DME ES EPR MAW By 1 
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ſame with the Words Chiva, Rama, Harigara: 
They're of no Service but to ſuch as are truly ſen- 
fible of their Faults ; and therefore, as there are but 
few who are ſo, the Metempſychoſis ig abſolutely 
zeceſſary. You'll perhaps ast me of what Advan- 
tage can theſe Words be, fince they've no Power 
but when they are pronounced by Perſons truly 
penitent, and ſince this Contrition of itſelf takes 


off the Imputation of Guilt? I will freely own, 


that I'm as much at a Loſs about their Utility as 
about Indulgences : But our Prieſts aſſure us if 
their Power; and what Reaſon there can be that we 
ſhould not believe our heavenly Guides as much at 
vou do yours, I cannot find out. To determine the 
Preference betwixt Laudata, Sc. and Chiva, Cc. 
tis neceſſary firſt of all to know if there's a greater 
ſecret Virtue in the Diſpoſition of the Letters of the 
Former than in the latter Wirds. I fancy you can | 
as little ſatisfy me = this Difficulty, as about the 
Ms5fortanes of Mankind. Therefore, ſince I am per- 
ſuaded that the Divine Being cannot take Pleaſure 
in forming unhappy Creatures, and that the Light 
of Nature tells me ſuch a Thing is contrary to his 
&ſſence, muſt give me Leave, my dear Euto- 
pean, 20 be perſuaded, that Men are puniſb'd in this 
Life for the Faults committed in a former: And 
you muſt alſo be ſo good as to allow me my Chiva, 
Rama, Harigara, and the waſhing of Sins in Rivers, 
by way of Compenſation for your purgative Gelticu- 
Jation and indulgentiary Good-morrows, of which, 


Poſſeſſion. 


I'm at a Loſs to think, my dear Monceca, what An- 
wer a Jeſuit can make to an Indian who ſtarts ſuch 


fly to ſound Philoſophy, to make uſe of what the 
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of Beaſts, and to prove, by ſolid phyſical Reaſons, 
that the Metempſychoſis 1s repugnant to the Eſ- 
ſence of Things, and that yet gee there could be 
no ſuch Thing : That there is but a certain Number 
of Souls, that therefore it might happen ſometimes 
there either would be Bodies wanting Souls, or Souls 
that could find no Bodies; becauſe "tis againſt the 
eſtabliſp'd Order ef Things, to fix the Number of 
Children to be born, this Number depending on the 
free Will given to Men. And here, my dear Mon- 
ceca, we have a proper Opportunity of preſenting 
that Axiom of Mallebrauche, That God acts always 
by the ſimpleſt Methods. But a Jeſuit would Te 
very loth to owe the leaſt Obligation to a Car- 
teſian Philoſopher, and particularly a Carteſian be- 
longing to the Fathers of the Oratory; and would 
much rather chuſe to argue in the moſt wretched 
Manner. Had Des-Cartes or Locke been Members 
of the Society of Jeſus, at this Day their Writings 
would have been explain'd in Lewis le Grand's 
College; and had Bourdaloue been a Benedidin 
Monk, the very Lay-brothers of the Jeſuites would 
have boldly, and with Impunity, criticis'd his Ser- 
mons. 8 
Farewel, my dear Friend; may the God of our 
Fathers heap on thee his beſt Bleſſings. TD 


ro. NIN 
en, 
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LECT LECELEEEUEFELTELEELEFE 
F 


LET EN Ni. 
IS AAC ONIS zo AARON MONcE CA. 


X Vor AE I have made, my dear Iſaac, along 

the Nile, has prevented my anſwering thy 
Letters ſooner. On my Return to Cairo I found 
ſeveral, which I read over and over with great 
Pleaſure, and ſtill. found them the more entertain- 
ing and inſtructing, the oftner I perus'd them. An 
Arabian Acquaintance of mine, and who accom- 
panied me in my late Trip, has conceiv'd a very 
great Eſteem for. thee, upon ſeeing what drops 
from thy Pen; and confeſſes, that the Wiſdom ſo 
much ſought after by the Philoſophers, is not at- 
tainable but by a cloſe Study of the Heart of Man, 
of which there's no unfolding the Receſſes, but by 
examining it under different Forms. 

An Egyptian and a Pariſian differ widely in Sen- 
timents: Both are under the Influence, 'tis true, 
of the principal Paſſions common to all Mankind; 
but they aſſume ſo many different Forms in their 
Hearts, and produce Effects ſo different, that 'tis 
not at all knowing Men in general, by being ac- 
quainted with the Manners of a particular Nation. 
A Sicilian who never was out of Meſſina, or a 
Mahometan who never ſaw any other Place but 
Conſtantinople, look upon Adultery to be a horrid 
Crime, to which the Mind of Man cannot, with- 
out Remorſe, be addicted. Thus they are igno- 
rant to what Lengths the Folly and Coprice 2 

e 3 x 
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Men are carried; for had they been in ſome Coun- 
tries, they would know that Women are cofimon 
by Authority of their Laws. © © 
"Tis not only in our Days that whole Nations 
have coupled promiſcuouſly as the Beaſts *. The 
Auſes (ſays Herodotus ef) have no Women in par- 
ticular, but enjoy them indifferently after the Man- 
ner of Beaſts. The Men aſſemble together every 
three Months; and when the Children, brought up 
by their Mothers, are ſtrong enough to walk alone, 


e 
* 


they are brought to the Afſeiably; and the Men, to 
who they firſt addreſs theraſelves, are reputed their 


Fathers. | 
Is not this an admirable Proof of Legitimacy ? 


But after all, 1 would prefer this Cuſtom, ridicu- 


lous as it is, to the barbarous Law of the Naza- 
renes, Which proſcribes Men from the Moment. of 


their Birth, and condemns them, by the Name of 


Baſtards, to perpetual Infamy. Is there any thing 


ſo contrary to Nature, as the Cuſtom of making 


2 Difference between the legitimate and illegiti- 
mate Son, as if they had not equally a Father, 
could not be alike virtuous, or equally uſeful to 
Society? | 

The Laws of the Mahometans are more reaſon- 
able, in my Opinion, than thoſe of the Nazarexes : 
A Tark is under no Neceſſity of rendering his 


Child unhappy; and a Son born of a Circaſian 
'oman is upon an equal Footing with the Child 


of a Turkiſh or Egyptian Lady in bis Seraglio. 


As the Law ot Nature is the Source from 


whence all other Laws ought to flow, their Good- 


neſs and Juſtice conſiſt in their Conformity with 
it. There's no better Civilian than that internal“ 


Sentiment within us, and which the Divine Being 
5 has 


Pietro de 14 Valle, Tom. I. Pag. 140. „ 


| Hiſtory of Herodotus, Lib. IV. Pag. 3 73. 
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bas engrav'd in our Hearts in Characters indelible “. 
How@Fer learn'd a Legiſlator may be, the Mo— 
ment that he introduces Cuſtoms and Rules con- 
trary to the Maxims of Natural Law, I deſpiſe 
him, and look upon them as Arguments of a ſubtle 
Sophiſt, tending to obſcure Truth, and to ſmother 
Reaſon. 

By examining, upon this Principle, all the Laws 
made to proſcribe certain innocent Creatures, from 
the Moment they come into the World, they will 
be found not only abſurd, but even contrary to 


Humanity. What! a Father has a Child, to whom 


he is perſuaded he has given Birth, and acknow- 
leges him to be his own ; but becauſe, forſooth, 
his Mother has not perform'd certain Ceremo- 
nies, to. which Men have been pleas'd to give the 
Name of Marriage, mutt this Child, when grown 
up, be look'd upon as infamous, the Love of his 
Parents made a capital Crime to him, and have 
no Share in the Houours of Civil Life! Though 
this Injuſtice has been in part repair'd by Legiti: 
mation, yet the Perſons whoie Misfortunes they 
thereby endeavour to diminiſh, will be look'd up: 
on as inferior to the Generality of Mankind. ! 
cannot therefore but conclude, that this is one 01 
the moſt lamentable Miſtakes of the human Un: 
derſtanding. To me the Cuſtom of the Auſes 1s 
preferable to this: They immediately acknowleg d 
that the Children, in general, belong'd to the Re- 
publick, and left to Inſtinct the Choice of patti- 
cular Fathers. 

Should we go back to primitive Ages, we would 
ſee that the Patriarchs made no Diſtinction between 
the Children of Wives and Concubines. Jacob, 

atter 


* Conſetentia (ſays Tertullian) poteſt obumbrari, quia non eft Deus 
extingui non poteſt, quia a Deo eſt. i. e. Conſcience may be 
fcur'd, becaule it is not God; but cannot be quite extinguilh's, 
becauſe it is from Ged. | 
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after marrying two Siſters, had Children by two 
Concubines whom his Wives procur'd for him; 
and yet we don't find that the Patriarch made any 
Difference between his Children. They were all 
alike Heads of Tribes, and we their Deſcendants 
have preſerv'd the prudent Cuſtom of not brand- 
ing with Infamy the Children begot with our Mi- 
ſtreſſes; but our great Familiarity with the Naza- 
renes has almoſt communicated ſome of their Pre- 
judices to ſeveral of our Brethren. 

How different ſoever the Opinion of ſome Peo- 
ple may be as to the State of Children born of 
Concubines, we may ſtill ſee in other Caſes Men 
more oppoſite to one another. How would a 
jealous Italian reliſh the Ceremonies us'd in the 
Marriages of the Naſamones, a People of Lybia? 
The Wedding-night (ſays Herodotus) the Bride gives 
a general Invitation to the Gaeſts to lie with her, 
aud every one as he performs, preſents her with the 
Preſent which he brought along with him for that 
Purpoſe x. A jealous Sicilian would never put 
up with ſuch a Ceremony, nor chuſe, I dare ſay, 
to purchaſe a very conſiderable Fortune at ſo dear 
2 Rate. Nevertheleſs this Cuſtom, which appears 
{0 monſtrous to us, is ſtill in Uſe, at leaſt in part, 
among the Savages of America f; and thoſe very 
People, ſo wild in their Notions, have however 
ſeveral other Cuſtoms to be imitated by the moſt 
civiliz'd, and beſt govern'd Republicks. The an- 
cient Naſamoxes, mention'd already, held Virtue 
in ſo great Eſteem, that zhey wozld by no means 
take an Oath, without laying their Hand upon the 
Tombs of Men eſteem'd for their Juſtice and 
Honour k. Aeli 
Account, 


* The Hiſtory of Herodotus, Lib. IV. Pag. 3 10. 
The Voyages of Petro della Valle, Tom. I. Pag. 10t, 
t The Hiſtory of Herodotas, Lib, IV. Pag. 3 10, 
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Account, my dear Moxceca, if thou can'ſt, for 
this ſtrange Medley, and reconcile, it *tis poſſible 
Ideas ſo wile and juſt, with the Extravagance of 
a Bride's lying with all the Men that come to her 
Wedding. 1 am confident, that when thou hai 
maturely conſider'd this extraordinary Conduct, 
thou'lt acknowledge, that ' tis impoſſible to fix the 
Point to which the Errors and Prejudices of Men 
may carry them; and that, to form a juſt Idea of 
their Character, and the Oddneſs of their Tem— 
pers, a Man muſt viſit the moſt diſtant Countties, 
and ſtudy Man in the Manners and Cuſtoms ot 
the moſt differing Nations. Tis only thus, that 
one can learn what all the Reflections in the World 
cannot teach a Man who was never out of his na- 
tive Country. I acknowledge that a learn'd Man, 
ſhut up in his Cloſet, and anxious to be inform'd, 
has the Aſſiſtance of Books written by Travellers: 
But reading does not come up to one's ſeeing the 
Countries of which he gives the Deſcription. 1 
look upon a Man of Learning who, by travel 
ling, has made himſelf acquainted with the Man— 
ners of different People, as a skilful Painter who 
always copies after Nature; whereas he that owes 


his Knowledge to Books, draws his Pictures from 


Plates often incorrect. - 

When a Man ſpends ſome Years in viſiting dit— 
terent Countries, to reap ſome Benefit from what 
he has ſeen, he ought to make Reflections on cer- 
tain Particulars which have made leſs Impreſſio! 
upon him than others, becauſe he was prepollels'1 
with them before he travell'd: And this ought to 
be done the rather, ſeeing the reflecting on tho!! 
very Particulars is the readieſt and ſurelt Way ot 
diſcovering the Characters, Tempers and ways el 
Thinking of ſuch Nations. For Inſtance ; wil 
a Frenchman goes to Conſtantinople, he is not much 


affected with the Plutality of Wives, ee 
ore 


} 


it 
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fore he left France he knew that the Tarks had Se- 


raglio's : He is more curious to inform himielt ot 
the inner Parts of theſe Seraglio's, which can be 


of no great Inſtruction, than to conſider the Mo- 


tives that may have induc'd the Mahometans to al- 
low of Plurality of Wives, or to examine and 


| compare their Arguments with thoſe of the Na- 
| zarenes, Who can have but one at a Time. 


'Tis certain, that a Philoſopher who examines, 


without Prejudice, the Cuſtoms of the Zzrks and 
| Nazarenes, mult conclude in favour of the for- 
mer with regard to the Multiplicity of Wives, 
and the divorcing of thoſe who give them Cauſe 


of Complaint. [he Mahometans have made of 


| Marriage a Ceremony, which ſerves to render 
Men happy three different Ways. According to 
their Law they may wed three Wives; ſo that the 
firſt may ſerve for bringing into good Alliance : 
And as the Women whom they marry for the 
Sake of Protection, ſeldom bring Fortunes with 


them, they find in the ſecond the Wealth which 


was wanting in the firſt; and in the third, may 
| pleaſe their Fancy as to Beauty and perſonal Me- 
rit, having already ſecur'd Protection and For- 
tune. 


If Marriage is only a Band between two Per- 


| lons of different Sexes, that they may live happily 
together, and be uſeful to Society, three fourths 


of Nazarene Marriages are as pernicious to the 
one as the other. When a Woman happens to 
be barren, both ſhe and her Husband are in a man- 


ner nſeleſs to the State. By an abſurd and un- 


reaſonable Law an innocent Husband is puniſh'd 
tor his Wife's Defects, and muſt not flatter him- 
lelf with the agreeable Title of Father while he 


| lives: And this being the Caſe, is there any Rea- 
'lon to be ſurpris'd at the Jars between Husband 
and Wife among Naxareues? or at the criminal 


Volt. 1; Ft | Excciles 
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Exceſſes to which ſome of them have abandon'd 
themſelves ? | | 

Were it allow'd in France, England and Ger— 
many, &c. to marry a ſecond Wife when the fr 
is incapable of being a Mother, or to divorce her 
for the Sake of a bad Temper ; what horrid De- 
baucheries and enormous Crimes might be avoid 
ed? In that Caſe two Perſons, who hourly wi 
one another dead, would be permitted to ſeek o- 
thers with whom they might live comfortably and 
agrecably. 

The Nagarenes not only condemn Divorce, hut 
even Polygamy, as a heinous Crime. I'm at 4 
Loſs to account for the Cuſtom of having but 


one Wite, and why they imagine that the Divine 


Being is offended with a Plurality of Wives. 'Tis 
a Cuſtom wich they've deriv'd from the Pagans *, 


and with which we are forced to comply in the | 


Countries under their Government: For among 
the 1ſraelites, our Fore-fathers, the Plurality of 
Wives has always been allow'd of, as a Thing 
not only uſetul to private Perſons, but alſo to 
the Republick. The Nazarexes believe our fſacrc 
Books, why then do they oppoſe Cuitoms whica 
we find authoriz'd in them by the greateſt Men: 
Vid not Jacob marry two Siſters at the ſame Time 
and had he not, beſides them, two Concubincs' 
David, the Royal Prophet, whoſe ſacred Hymus 
are loudly lung in the Nagarene Temples, whe! 
Papilts or Protcitants, pick'd up a young \Womial 
in the laſt Days ot his Lite, ſet apart for Repent: 
ance: And the Number or Concubines which is 
Son Solomon kept, was equal to his Wealth. He 


was the richeſt Prince of his Time, in Gold and 


Silver; and his Seraglio was Crowded with prett! 
Women. I know, my dear Monceca, that we 
don't give into the Superſtition of the Navares:: 
aue 


* The ancient Rorone. 
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and that with us, faithful Obſervers of the Moſarck 
Law, all amorous Pleaſures, except Adultery, are 
allow'd: And yet we are forced to conſtrain our 
Inclinations in the Affair of Procreation, and have 
almoſt adopted the Cuſtom of the Nazarezes. 
Adieu, my dear Friend; let us pity the Folly 
and Blindneſs of a deluded People, and endeavour 


to enjoy ſenſual Pleaſures that are allowable. 


Cairo, XKR 


ODS SSS SSS SSS Sees 
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AARON MoONCECA 0 ISAAC ONIS. 


E FORE I proceeded for Holland, I was de- 
licous to ſee Liege and Aix la Chapelle, two 
Cities in the Neighbourhood of Brabant, which, 


J was aſſur'd, deſerv'd the Attention of a Tra- 
| veller; and I muſt own that I'm not at all ſorry 
tor the ten or twelve Days ſpent to ſatisfy my 


Curioſity. . 


Liege is a pretty large and populous City, adorn'd 


with a few fine Buildings. The Pontiff' is the 


Sovereign, and his Clergy ſhare with him in the 


Government of it. Formerly this Chapter con- 
ſiſted of the firſt Noblemen in Europe. There 
was not a Cauon, a Name which the Nazarenes 
give to certain Prieſts, but what was of a diſtin— 
guiſh'd Birth. When the Sovereign Pontiff of 
| Rowe, call'd Innocent II. crown'd the Emperor 


Lotharins, all the Canons who aſſiſted at that Ce- 
| Ft2 remony 


i 
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remony were moſtly of royal Extraction. There 
were among them nine Sons of Kings, fourteen 
Sons of Dukes who were Sovereign Princes, twenty 
nine Counts of the Holy Empire, and eight Barons. 
All theſe Princes and Lords are now mcetamor- 
phos'd into pitiful, mean Burghers; and when a 
Man is made a Licentiate in the Univerſity of 
Louvain, he may be admitted a Canon of Liege, 
and Member of the Supreme Council of State, 
*T'is true that he has only the Prerogative of com- 
manding the wickedeſt People in the Univerſe, 
the Neapolitan Populace, compar'd to that of Lis, 
being diſcreet and regular. They both deſerve the 
Neighbourhood of Mount Veſudius; and the Peo- 
ple of Leige have as much Occaſion for Earth- 
quakes now and then, as the Neapolitans. Hoy: 
ever wicked the former may be, yet they want 
not Protectors, as they pretend, in Heaven, who, 
in conſideration of ſo many Pounds of Incenſe and 
Wax yearly, eaſily obtain the Remiſſion of their 
Crimes. Sometimes theſe Protectors come to vili 
them, and to diſcover the Mines of Sea Coal. One 
ot the Saints, charg'd with the Care of their Afﬀairs 
in the Celeſtial Court, enter'd the City upon 
certain Day in the Habit of a Pilgrim; and, after 
he had dilcover'd the Mine to a Burgher, ciſap— 
pear'd, by which he did a very material Piece of 
Service to the City. The Coal drawn out of 
theſe Mines is call'd Houille, from a certain Far: 
rier call'd Prudhomme le Hlouilluux, the very Man 
to whom the Guardian Saint of Lriege addreis' 
himſelt. I would not however include the Burghers 
and Nobles in the Character given of this People: 
They are polite and friendly, and entirely different 
from the Vulgar, whom 1 only mean when | 
ipeak of the People of Liege. 

The Inhabitants of Aix la Chapelle, where | 
now 2M, are much more courteous and aftad!? 


Thi 
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This City is large and tolerably handſome, not- 
withſtanding the Shocks which it has met with 
twice or thrice by Fire. After it was plunder'd 
and demoliſh'd by Attila, it was rebuilt by Charle- 
magne, who declar'd it Capital of Gallia Trauſal- 


pina, and made Choice of it for the uſual Place 


of his Reſidence. He caus'd build the great Church 
in which he lies interr'd, and in which his Tomb 
is ſeen to this Day. Some Naxzarezes have aſſur'd 
me, with a very confident Brow, that at the I ime 
of the Dedication of this Church, two Ponritts, 


long fincedeceas'd, took the Trouble to riſe from 
the Dead, in order to aſſiſt at this aud Ceremony : 
They left Heaven early in the 


orning, arriv'd 
at Aix la Chapelle about Nine o'Clock, were pre- 
ſent at Divine Service, din'd with the Prelates 


whom Charlemague had invited to a ſplendid En- 


tertainment, and ſet out again for Heaven about 


Four in the Afternoon, where they arriv'd before 
| the Gates ſhut. —T ts is travelling to ſome Parpoſe ! 


Theſe Things ought not to ſurpriſe thee; for 


| the Nazarexes tell many more abſurd Stories : For 


inſtance; they pretend to have, in a Cheſt preſer- 


| ved in the Church of Aix la Chapelle, the very 
Manna which fell in the Deſert for the Nouriſh- 


ment of the Iſraelites; with ſome of the Leaves 
and Bloſſoms of Aaroz's Rod, which flouriſh'd 
miraculouſly in the Tabernacle. If any of our 
Rabbies ſhould write that ſuch Relicks were pre- 
ſerv'd in a Synagogue of the Levant, how would 
we be laugh'd at? and what Laſhes ſhould we re- 
ceive from a Crowd of Nazareue Doctors? What 
have they not ſaid, and perhaps with Juſtice, about 
many Things in the Talmud? But I ſcarce can 
think that there is any thing more extraordinary 
in that Work, which the reaſonable Part of the 
Jews do not admit but with certain Reſtrictions, 


Ft 3 and 
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and by Explanations which excuſe the Text in tu. 
Places where it appears to be faulty. 

The Mauna and Aaron's Buds are not the only 
remarkable Things that are ſhewn in this Coun— 
try: There's a ſurpriſing Quantity of little Pieces 
of Bones, Locks of Hair, and Bits of Stufts, en- 
chas'd in Gold and Silver Caſes, which are in ſuch 
Veneration, that ſome of them are ſent to do Ho- 
nour to the Coronation of the Emperors. The 
Magiſtrate of the City carries in Ceremony, from 
one End of Germany to the other, theſe venerable 
Rags, to which he joins Charlemague's Sword and 
Belt, which are none of the moſt inconſiderable 
Relicks of this Place. Formerly the Emperors 
were crown'd at A:x la Chapelle, and the moſt of 
Charlemague's Succeſſors choſe alſo to make that 
the Place of their Coronation. At lengh, Charles 
the Fourth abſolutely ſettled the Thing by one of 
the Articles in the Golden Bull, ordering that the 
Emperors ſhould be firſt crown'd there: But "tis not 
fo now; and the only Ceremony which they (til! 
obſerve is, a Deputation to the Magiſtrates, noti- 
tying a new Election, to which they are to trant- 
mit the Imperial Ornaments and Relicks already 


mention'd. After this the Emperor declares, in | 


whatever Place he is crown'd, har if the Cere- 
mony was not perform d at Aix la Chapelle, ue 
particular Pe? aa that hinder'd him from repairing 
#bither , and that he does not pretend to make an) 
Iafraction upon the Rights and Privileges of thi 
City: And this done, the Emperor is named, Cano! 
of Aix, and ſworn accordingly, the Day of bis 
Coronation. After which the Magiſtrate carries 
back the Sword and Belt, with all the miraculons 
Implements, which are all replaced in the Veltr) 
of the Church, and ſhewn to none without Money: 
So that CHariemague's (tho' dead above nine * 
8 8 | ears 
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Years ago) Bones and Garments have {till a Right to 
ceſs Strangers who have any Curioſity. 

Pm ſurpris'd that, among ſo many ſacred Re- 
licks, they have not placed the good Pontiff Tur- 
pin's Club, ſo well known in the old Chronicles 
of Charlemagne ; as alſo the Head of his Nephew 
Koland's fine Horſe did very well deſerve a Place 
among them, though he had not the Lalent of 
Fairiſhip as Renaud's had: But then the Difficulty 
was, that Arioſto and Boyardo have ſhifted him into 
ſo many different Hands, that it would have been no 
eaſy Matter to make People believe the Piece was 
genuine and real; whereas the good Man Roland 


loſt his Horſe but once, and found him with as 


little Trouble again as Sancho Pancho did his Als. 
'Tis ten to one if honeſt Kad would have light 
on what he loſt ſo eaſily, had not his Coufin A- 


ſtolphus brought back his good Senſe which was 


carefully preferv'd in a Bottle in Paradiſe, and de- 
livered into his own Hands by Saint 7% 1. If the 
good Senſe of every Nazarene, whole Brains are 
evaporated, were to be bottled up in Paradiſe, all 
the Glaſs-houſes in the Univerſe could not fur- 
niſh the Celeſtial Manfion with a ſufficient Number 


of good Senſe Caſes; and none but a Power Su- 


preme can operate ſo great a Miracle. 

Thongh the Reticks of Aix la Chapelle ate very 
profitable to that Town, by the Concourſe of pi- 
ous Nazarenes who flock to fee them, yet its 


? hot Baths, which are reckon'd good for the moſt 


deſperate Diftempers, are much more confiderable 
Freaſures; for every Year, Crowds of Valetudi- 


2 nariaus come from the four Quarters of the World, 
| and believe that, in the Baths of Aix, they find 


Pools almoft as efficacious as that of the famous 
Temple, which will not be reſtor'd but upon the 
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The Inhabitants of this City are courteous and 
polite, but extremely ſuperſtitions. Formerly the 
reform'd Nazarenes were allow'd the free Exer- 
ciſe of their Religion: That Permiſſion is now 
ſuppreſs'd, though not without a great deal of 
Blood ſhed. But at length the Papiſts got the bet- 
ter of their Adverſaries, and are now the ſole Ma- 
ſters of the City, the publick Employments and 
Churches. I would have gladly ſtay'd a few Days 
longer here, but Buſineſs calls me to Holland; ſo 
that I cannot be preſent at a delightful Spectacle 
for a Philoſopher, v:z. a famous Proceſſion, in 
which a gigantick Figure repreſenting Charlemagne 
is carried about, with a great many other exirava- 
gant Things which Folly has invented. 

But now that 'm upon the Subject of Naza- 
rene Proceſſions, I muſt make mention of one of 
theſe pious Perambulations which the Chevalier 
de Maifin told me he had ſeen in Provence: At 
« Aix * (ſaid he) the Proceſſion was begun by a 
„Parcel of Chairmen or Peaſants, dreſs'd in long 
« black Gowns, with a Number of little Bells tied 
t to them, and Paſteboard Head-pieces repreſenting 
« the Devil with long Horns. They carry a 
« Fork, with which they tuck up the Train of a 
« She-Devil who walks in the Center of them, 
« with a Comb in one Hand, and a Looking- 
« glaſs in the other. The infernal Lady being a 
« yery modeſt Dame, and not caring to have her 
« Petticoats .turn'd up, the Grimaces and Con- 
« torſions that ſhe makes to ſhew her Unwilling- 
&« neſs, is Matter of Admiration and Laughter to 
« the Populace. After theſe Devils come ſeveral 
« Companies of ſuch like Masks, repreſenting 
« certain Paſſages in our holy Book: For In- 
&« ſtance; we ſee a Moſes carrying the Tables of 
« the Law, and a Rabble of 1ſraelizes adoring the 
15 | « Golden 
* Capital of Provence, 
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Golden Calf. One of the Maſqueraders fires a 
« Piſtol, at which all the idolatrous Jews fall 
« down dead. And as they who act this Come- 
« dy have nothing on but their Shirts and Masks, 
« they throw themſelves into the Midſt of the 
« Kennels; and by ſhewing their Backſides, fine- 
„% ly bedawb'd with Dirt and Mud, the Spectators 
« are rarely diverted. | 

« Among theſe Repreſentations, which the Peo- 
« ple of Provence call ſacred Games, a (trapping, 
„% Porter, dreſs'd like a Woman, repreſents the 
« Queen of Sfwba going to viſit Solomon: They 
« attect to give this Princefs a very large Dum, 
« and her Merit depends on the Copiouſneſs of 
« her Buttocks. Immediately in the Rear of her 
e broad A—ſe marches an Italian, to whom they 
e give the Name of Duke d' Urbain, attended by 
« all his Court, conſiſting of a Number of Pea- 
„ ſants dreſs'd in Men and Women's Clothes. 

„ This laſt Maſquerade would be the moſt ri- 
e diculous of all, were it not ſucceeded by the 
„ Monks marching two and two, and more ri- 
« diculouſly dreſs'd than all before them. The 
„ Shrines and Buſts of the canoniz'd Nazarenes, 
« follow'd by the Parliament, cloſe the Proceſ- 
„ ſion; and the Preſence of this venerable Body 
« authorizes ſuch Fooleries.” 

I could ſcarce believe what the Chevalier told 
me, the Natives of Provence being People of Ge- 
nius and Penetration; and ſurely, to give into ſuch 
ridiculous Nonſenſe, ſo difagreeable and ſhocking 
to any Man of Senſe, is to carry Folly to its ut- 
moſt Period. State Policy (ſaid the Chevalier) 
authorizes all theſe fooliſh Cuſtoms. The City where 
this Proceſſion is made, gets above a hundred thou- 
ſand Crowns in three Days time, by the great Num- 
ber of Strangers whom Curioſity brings thither, and 
occaſion a vaſt Conſumption of . 


Avarice 
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Avarice is the Source of all theſe ſuperſtitious 
Ceremonies, and daily increaſes the Number. Let 
us, my Friend, deſpiſe them, and rejoice in the 
Simplicity of our Religion. 

Aix la Chapelle, XxX. 


LETTER C. 


JAco3 BRIT Of AARON MON CEA. 


18 at length got, my dear Mouceca, to the 
Country where ſo many of our unfortunate 
Brethren have been inhumanly butcher'd and ſa— 
crific'd to the Avarice of Monks, upon the Pre- 
tence of Religion. I croſs'd Rouſſillon and a Part 
of Catalonia, and am now at Barcelona, from 
whence I date this Letter. It is a large, fine, 
and well fortified City, but has a bad Harbour, 
where Ships in bad Weather are very much ex- 
pos'd. The Catalans mortally hate the Caſtiliaus; 
and there's no Government but what they would 
prefer to that of Spain, of which they have given 
evident Proofs by their reiterated Rebellions: But 
now they are reduc'd to the ſmall Comfort of 
vain Hopes. The Citadel, lately built, is ſuch a 
formidable Curb, that Barcelona can undertake no- 
thing, and muſt only truſt to its Obedience and 
Submiſſion. 

The Burghers in all the Towns of Catalonia 
are diſarm'd, and the Peaſants are ſtill more near- 
ly watch'd: Troops are quarter'd up and down the 

Villages. 
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Villages. Such Precautions, 'tis true, are trouble- 
ſome to the Spaniſh Court; but there's a Neceſſity 
for it: And, to do the Caſtiliaus Juſtice, the laſt 
Extremity only put them under a Neceſſity of 
acting with ſo much Rigour. 


In the laſt Siege of this City, the Monks headed 


the Rebels, mounted Guard, relieved the Soldiers 


in the molt dangerous Poſts, animated them by 
Words and Actions, and even went in Proceſſion 
with their Relicks along the Ramparts ; and more 
than one Cannon Ball carried off both Monk and 
Saint. But what is molt ſurpriſing, the very Nuns, 
notwithſtanding the Weakneſs and Delicacy of 
the Sex, would have a Hand in the Rebellion ; 
and therefore hung out Standards of Red Cloth, 

to ſhew that they breath'd nothing but Blood and 
Slaughter. 

Conſider, my dear Moxceca, how far the Fury 
of Rebellion drives People when they are once 
| Jpirited up to Revolt: It gives Courage to the 

weakeſt and moſt cowardly; and it would ſeem 

that Crimes augment Valour. So that Rebels 
often fight with more Obſtinacy to - deſtroy their 
Prince, than the loyal Subjects to defend and guard 
him from their Attacks. Not that the Caſtilians 
can be reproach'd to have acted faintly in favour of 
Philip V. This Monarch is oblig'd to love them 
as his Subjects, and as his Children; and indeed 
they have always look'd upon him as a good King, 
and as a Father. But in ſpite of all their Efforts, 
this Good-will would have been of no Effect, 
had not France taken up the Cudgels, and put an 
End to the Revolt in Catalonia. 

The Women in this Country are not ſo con- 
tined as in other Parts of Spa», though they are 
much more than in Frauce. They have, by De- 
grecs, got rid of the old Span % Cuſtom of 3 
24's and Falouſies, or, at lealt, as they have them 

now 
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now, they're no Reſtraint upon the Ladies, no: 
any Security to the Husbands. The great Num- 
ber of French and Flemings ſettled at Barcelona, the 
large Body of Troops in Garriſon, for moſt part 
Walloons, have, by Degrees, familiariz'd the old 
Inhabitants to Cuckoldom: Not but that it goes 
much againſt the Grain ſtill with ſome of your 
ſtiff, jealous Catalans; but their Precaution often 
ſerves only to haſten their Misfortune. 

Gallantry is become an epidemick Diſtemper at 
Barcelona, entirely owing to the French: And Woe 
be to them who are infected with this Diſtemper, 
which no Precaution can prevent. 

Though Love extends its Prerogatives as fat in 
Spain as in France, yet they follow very different 
Maxims; and though they both tend to the ſame 
End, the Roads that lead to it are, in a manner, 
Oppoſite. In Frauce, a Lover declares himſelt 
in the Face of the Sun, and follows his Miſtreſs 
to the Play- houſes and Balls: Merry - makings 
and Country Jaunts are ſo many favourable Op- 
portunities for an amorous Frenchman. A Spaniard 
is diſcreet and reſerv'd: He is under a Neceſlity 
of concealing the Sentiments of his Heart from 
the Publick, becauſe his Happineſs, and the Suc- 
ceſs of his Projects, depend upon Secrecy. The 
Churches are the moſt favourable Places ; ſo that 
a Saint's Feſtival ſupplies the Want of an Opera or 
a Comedy. A Mother accompanies her Daughter, 
a Husband his Spouſe, to the Play-houſes, but the 
Women go by themſelves to the Temple; and, 
under the Cloak of Piety, Love regales itſelf with- 

out Conſtraint. : 

All the firſt Aſſignations in Hain are made in 
the Churches: The Bargain is finally concluded 
there, and executed in the Houſes of Females that 
are in Odour of Sanctity, and where young Peo- 
ple may go without being reflected upon. There 

arc 
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are few Spaniſh Ladies but have a venerable She- 
Friend, cover'd all over with Scapularies and As- 
aus Der's. A Husband would be look'd upon as 
a Fool, or, which is worſe, as a Heretick, if he 
ſhould take it into his Head to imagine that Donna 
Mendoza, or Donna Valcabro, both vencrable for 


their Age and the Rank they held in the molt Holy 


Fraternity of Saint Francis for upwards of twenty 
Years, were capable of favouring a Love-Aſſig- 
nation. Theſe Ladies are look'd upon here as 
Perſons already beatify'd: They keep a cloſe 
Correſpondence with certain Monks call'd Corde- 
hers, their Directors and Aſſociates; and this U- 
nion is by the Nax arenes term'd Spiritual Kindred. 
From hence come all thoſe Phraſes and Forms of 
Speech that we read in the myſtick Books, and 
which ſeem unintelligible; ſuch as theſe, I carry 
you in my Heart as a God, my dear Siſter.— Toz 
are for ever preſent to me in Spirit, though I ſpeak 
and act with other Perſuns.— Pray for your Brother, 
for your Friend, and for your Servant &. 

Some of theſe Expreflions are extracted from the 
Books of Francis de Sales, and from the Letters 
he wrote to a certain Siſter call'd de Chantal. This 
Francis de Sales was, as I have been inform'd, a 
very honeſt Man, and had full as many Crotchets 
in his Brain as Fontenelle. All the Monks have 
been very glad of this Pretext, to write freely the 
moſt paſſionate Sentiments to their Penitents un- 
der the Veil of a myſtick Language. -*I'is true, 
the Spaniſh Monks don't ſtand upon Ceremonies, 
finding every where open Doors; ſo that, under 
the Shelter of a Cowl, they are privileg'd Per- 
ſons: And indeed for Inſolence, Ignorance and 
Debauchery, none in any other Kingdom can com- 
pare with them. If the Children were to be born 

Vor. II. G g with 


* This laſt Expreſſion is taken from Tather Girard's Letters 
to la Cadiere, „ SON FA - 
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with a Mark that pointed out their Fathers, the 

half of the Spanzards would find theirs in the Clergy 

and Friars. | 
The former in this Country are very irregular, 

in which they do not reſemble the Clergy of France, 

whole Regularity thy Letters have ſo much ex- 


toll'd. Io give thce a juſt Idea of the Church. | 


men 1n this Kingdom, thou mult imagine to thy- 
ſelf, that the Monks are doubly wicked and igno— 
rant to what they are in Frauce, and that the ſecu— 
lar Prieſts are not much better. | 

But what mult ſurpriſe thee in a Country where 
the inferior Clergy are ſo looſe and deprav'd, is, 
the Diſcretion, Probity and Candour of the Ha— 
1% Pontiffs, who are worthy of their Rank, and 
not one of them but who deſerves the Eſteem and 
Approbation of all good Men. Whatever Rcli- 
gion we may profeſs, it muſt be own'd that the 
Flock would be happy, could they but make 1 
proper Ule of the Directions of ſuch diſcreet and 
wile Paſtors. The Pontiffs are the only Perſons 
in Hain who are not ſubject to the Inquilition. 
i ſhall hereafter give thee an Account of this mon- 
itrous Tribunal, of which I have already learn'd 
many Particulars that ſtrike Horror. When the 
terrible Name of Iaquiſitor is mention'd in this 
Country, every body trembles, from the lowelt 
to the higheſt of the Citizens. Notwithſtanding 
my Paſſports, and the Commiſſion I bear from the 
Republick of Gezoa, I obſerve Circumſpection, 
not dating to ſpeak what I think, as in Fraxce. 

I was no ſooner on the other Side of Bellc- 
Garde *, than J affected a Pythagorean Silence; 
and this melancholy Air does well enough in 4 


Country where every body is ſo reſerv'd. I'm 


told, this Seriouſnefs augments as we advance 
tarther into Pain: It ſo, I expect, upon my Ar- 
rival 

* The lat Place belonging to France. 
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rival at Madrid, to find a City of Heraclitus's, 
and weeping Citizens. 

But now that I mention Tears, thou muſt know, 
my dear Monceca, that I laugh'd very heartily at a 
Place where 1 went to weep. There's a Com- 
pany of Players lately arriv'd in this City, waich 
| was aſſur'd is the beſt that they have had in SH 
for a long Time; particularly an Actreis named 
Galiega, who belong'd to the royal Theatre, and 
had left Madrid upon ſome Diſcontent, was ex- 
toll'd to the Skies. I was importun'd to go and 
ſee a new Tragedy, which they told me was ex- 
ceedingly fine and very moving. But I leave thee 
to judge of my Surpriſe when upon my going in- 
to the Play-houſe I ſaw upon the Stage two Actors, 
dreſs'd as Monks, playing the principal Parts of a 
Piece, intitled, The Death of Alcxis; or, The Ex- 
ale of CHaſtity. I mult own, that I little expected 
to have ſeen ſuch an extravagant Scene, and often 
wiit'd thee with me to have the Fleafureto make onr- 
ſelves merry with this ridiculous Nonſenſe. The 
Subje& of this Tragedy anſwer'd to the Character 
and Dignity of the Actors. Alex:s, the Hero of the 
Play, is a Roman Gentleman, ſo fond of Celibacy, 
that he left his Wife the firtt Night of his Wed- 
aing, and wander'd a long Time from Town to 
Town, till he came at laſt to bis Father's Houſe, 


where he died in a By-corner, unknown to his 


Family. A Billet found in his Hand when dead 
diſcovers the whole Myſtery ; but all their Efforts 
could not get the Paper out of his Hand: Dead 
as he was, he would deliver it to none but the 
Sovereign Pontiff, who, attended by his whole 
Court, comes to receive the Saint's Billet; and 
with this pompous Ceremony the Curtain drops, 
and every Spectator is wrapp'd up in Admiration of 
the Prodigy. 5 
G g 2 Alexis, 
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Alexis, at the Beginning of the firſt AR, is but 
eighteen Years old, and in the fifth, from forty to 
forty five; by which thou'lt judge of the Unity of 
Place and Action. The Thoughts and Sentiments 
are of a Piece with the reſt; ſo that, upon the 
whole, nothing more wild and abſurd can be ima- 
gin'd than this famous I ragedy. I would not 
however ſeem to infinuate by this, that the Ha— 
niards have no good theatrical Pieces. Don Lopes 
de Vega has made very good Comedies; but the 
People don't much reliſh them, and rather chuſe 
to ſee Saint James or Saint Philip, than Agamem— 
non or Achilles: And the Wounds or Marks in 
the Fleſh of Saint Francis, draw more Tears than 
the Complaints of Audromache, or the Deſpair of 
Hermione. Such is the Taſte and Prejudices of 
this Nation : Nothing will go down but Devoti- 
on, or, rather, Superſtition. 

In the Middle of the Play I heard a Bell tinkle, 
upon which the whole Company got to their Knees 
and mutter'd ſomething, the Players and two Au- 
thors that were upon the Stage being among the 
firſt, When this Ceremony was over, they all 
got up again, and the Play continued. Upon 
asking the Meaning of this Sccne, 1 was told that 
it was call'd an Augelus, which is a ſort of Prayer 
one would ſcarce think the Nazare nes ſhould ſay 
in a Play-houſe; none but Spaniards are capable 
of ſuch out of the way Things: And yet, after 
all, this Place may ſeem to enjoy the ſame Pre— 
rogatives as the Monaſteries; for Prieſts receive 
the Money at the Door, and, under the Pretence 
of Charity, ſhare in the Profits: But then the Co- 
medians, in conſideration of this Diminution of 
their Revenue, are not liable to Excommunica- 
tion, as in France; nor excluded from any of the 
Privileges enjoy'd by other Nazarenes. So "y 
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if they had Money and Devotion enough, they 
might have a Chaplain like the royal Regiments. 

Spain grants burial to Comedians, Frauce does 
not allow it, and Exgland erects Monuments to 
their Memory. To what can we attribute this 
whimſical Difference? To be ſure to ancient Pre- 
judices more than to Reaſon, which, if it agrees 
to give decent Burial to Players, certainly con— 
demns the equal Extravagancies of the Frezch and 
Eugliſh with regard to them; as it approves of the 
jutt Medium ot the Spaniards, who would be hap- 
y were all their Actions to be directed by the 
lame ſolid Reaſon and good Senſe. 

Farewel, my dear Monceca; may thou be ever 
proſperous and happy. 


Ba cerows, TOEEEFE, 
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AARON MoNCEca # JACOB Brito. 


AM now in a Country, my dear Brito, where 
Men are as free as they are Slaves in that Part 
of the World which thou inhabiteſt. Hollaud (ſays 
a French Author) is the native Soil of Philoſophers, 
where they may freely exerciſe their Neaſou, with— 
bt feeling the Toke impoſed upun it elſewhere. Good 
Senſe ſeems to be entail'd upon the Dutch; and 
whoever examines them carefully will, I ſuppoſe, 
readily allow, that though Nature has denicd them 
the French Politeneſs, the Eagliſu Penetration, and 
G 83 | the 
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the Italian Vivacity, ſhe has fully made up the Loſs 
of thoſe Qualities by good Senſe, Candour and 
Foreſight, which ſhine in all their Actions. 

Ihe Dutch, born free, give Obedience only to 
the Laws of their Country, and have no other 
Sovereigns but Virtue and the Ties of Duty. Thou 
mult not however imagine that this Character is 
applicable to all the Dutch in general: It is here 
as in other Places, a Mixture of Good and Bad; 
and the common People in Hollaud are as deſpi— 
cable as the Burghers, and even the Artiſans, are 
commendable. 

It will be almoſt impoſſible to give thee a juſt 
idea of the Manners of this People, without en- 
tering into Particulars. Thou perceiveſt already, 

that in characterizing the Commonalty, neither the 

Burghers nor the principal Men of the Republick 
are included. The Nobility that ſubſiſt as yet in 
this Country, have Manners and Cuſtoms very 
different from the Burghers, and therefore I ſhall 
do my beit to inform thee of whatever I think 
worthy of Remark in the different States that 
compole the Republick. 

Holland is an unfruitful Country, and may be 
called a floating Land, or a Meadow laid under 
Water for three Quarters of the Year; and were 
the whole in Corn, it would not maintain a fifth 
Part of the Inhabitants. 

Commerce is the only Thing the Datch have to 
depend on. They've ſpar'd no Pains nor Trouble 
to make it flouriſh in their own Country, and have 
extended it to the remoteſt Parts of the World. 

Neceſſity and the Oppreſſion of the Haniards 
have forced this People to go to the Ingres, and 
form a ſecond Republick there. When they had 
_ thaken off the Yoke of their ancient Maſter, SHain 

reſolv'd to prohibit them from trading to her Ports, 
hoping by that Means to diſtreſs them, and fo 855 
. about 
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about their Reduction. But it turn'd out quite 
different to their Expectations ; for the Dutch, 
finding theſe Difficulties, reſolv'd to go to the 
Fountain of Commerce, and accordingly went to 
the Indies, where they laid the Foundation of the 
now powerful Colonies. An Italian Author, who 
cannot be ſuppoſed to favour the Dazch, or that 
he is much inclined to publifh their Grandeur, is 
poſitive, that the City of Amſterdam, alone, has 
more Shipping than all the reſt of Europe “. 

The Dutch met with great Obſtacles, with re- 
ſpe& to their Settlements in the Eaſt-Indies, from 
the Portugueſe, then ſubjected to Spain, who uſed 
all Endeavours to make them miſcarry in their 
Attempts ; but they not only ſurmounted theſe 
Difficulties, but conquered their Enemies, and 
drove. them from ſeveral Iflands of which they 
were the Maſters. From theſe Victories, and ſuc- 
ceſsful Beginnings, their Hopes were ſo far rais'd 
that they began to form Schemes of extending 
their Commerce to the Weſt-Indies. 

The Liberty enjoy'd by the Dutch contributed 
much to the Succeſs of their Undertakings. The 
good Reception and Protection which Strangers, 


perſecuted in their own Countries for the Sake of 


Religion, have met with from them, have drawn 
ſuch Numbers to their Country, that they have 
been able to form powerful Colonies, to fit out a 
prodigious Number of Ships, and .yet their own 
Country to remain extremely populous. 

Had Spain continued to be the Miſtreſs of Hol- 
land, Amſterdam would now perhaps be like Aut- 
werp. Its Grandeur would only conſiſt in its 
Extent, and in nothing remarkable but its Situati- 
on; whereas now, in this opulent and magnificent 

| Cty, 
3 Quantita di Vaſcelli, a commun Fudicio, viene ſtimata ſi 
rande, che par eggia quella che ſa ſuto il reſte dell” Europa, 


Bentivoglio. 
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City, every thing reſembles the ancient Grandeur 
of the Tyrians and Phenicians, fo pompouſlly de- 
ſcrib'd by the Greeks and Romans. The Port of 
Amſterdam is the moſt ſurpriſing Thing that J ever 
met with in all my Travels. Tis impofſible, 
without having ſeen it, to repreſent to one's ſel; 
the noble Appearance of two thouſand Ships lying 
in the ſame Harbour. Let us imagine a magnificent 
City built in the Midit of Waves; 'tis nothing 
comparable to the beautiful Proſpect of ſuch x 
Number of Ships from all Nations, with their 
Maſts, Flags and Streamers, which make a Shew 
ſurpriſing and inimitable. 

Since my Arrival at Amſterdam, I have only 
taken a general View of its Beauties, without de- 
ſcending to Particulars ; but ſhall take care to 
inform thee fully of every thing I ſee. 

All Religions are profeſs'd in this City, Men 
being allow'd to adore the Divinity in their own 
Way. Nevertheleſs, though every body may ſerve 
God here in the Manner that he thinks belt, the 
Religion of the State, or the United Provinces, is 
what they call the Keforim'd or Proteſtant Religion; 
which thou knowelt to be, in the main, the ſame as 
the Nazareze, and only different in certain Points. 

The Papiſt Nazarezes boldly damn the Prote- 
ſtants. Theſe charitably allow their Adverſaries 
Admittance into ſome obſcure Corner of Heaven; 
but tell us withal there are ſo many Rubs in their 
Way thither, that, frankly ſpeaking, they might 
as well ſend them directly to 0/4 N:eck. Theſe 
two different Religions, or, rather, different Opi- 
nions, (ſince in the main they agree in the moſt ot 
Facts) have been the Occaſion of much il! Blood 
among their Adherents; and a Time has been when 
the Nazarenes cut one another's Throats, and 
thought they gain'd Heaven by ſo doing, if it was 
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in Defence of the Opinions of a German Monk * 


and a French Clergyman , two learned Men, even 
by the Confefſion of their Enemies. I'm, poſitive 
that when they introduced their new Opinions, 
they had no Notion that ſuch Diviſions would 
have enſued upon them; and were they to return 
to Life again, I very much doubt it they could 
engage the World into ſuch Wars upon any ſuch 
Account. However good their Opinions were, 
People might well believe them, but not force 
them upon others with Fire and Sword. The 
Nazarenes, particularly the Proteſtants, are no 
longer ſuch Fools as to murder one another for 
Arguments and Syllogiſms; ſo fee we that they 
grant Liberty of Conſcience to all that live in 
their Country. 

The Reform'd Religion is, 'tis true, the eſta- 
bliſh'd Religion in Holland, but it tyrannizes not 
over the others. Not but that, without the Wiſ- 
dom and Prudence of the Government, ſuch a 
Thing might very readily happen; for 'tis here as 
elſewhere: And among the Reform'd there are 
Bigots who, in Imitation of the Jeſuites, would, 
for the greater Glory of God, plague and torment 
a Nazarene Papiſt with great Pleaſure and Satis- 
faction. But the Magiſtrates, Men of Honour, 
and far from being Zealots, will by no means 
ſuffer Oppreſſions which, in the Event, might be- 
come hurtful to the State: So that the Nazarene 
Papiſts meet with ſo much Lenity from the Go- 


vernment, that *tis aſſur'd their Number equals, 


it not ſurpaſſes, that of the Proteſtants. 

The juſt Limits which the Wiſdom of the Duteß 
has preſcrib'd to the Clergy's Ambition, are a Bul- 
wark to the other Religions that differ from the 
eſtabliſn'd one; and it would be dangerous for the 
Miniſters of this Republick to foment a pious Zeal 
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in their Flocks againſt ſuch whom they term Here. 
ticks or Nou-Conformiſts, Upon the leaſt Tranſ— 
greſſion this Way, they would be ordered 20 pray 
zo God, and to meddle with no Controverſy ; __ 
ſhould they diſobey the firſt Order, the tecond 
would be attended with a Puniſhment upon their 
Pockets: For as they have no Revenue but what 
is granted by the State, the Moment they diſobey, 
the Allowance is withdrawn, and they, with theic 
Wives and Children, left to ſhift for themſeves 
the beit way they can. 

In the Reform'd Religion the Clergy marry. 
*T was thought neceſſary to allow them Wives, 
for fear they ſhould follow the Example of the 
Nazarene Monks, and make free with thoſe of their 
Neighbours: And indced it muſt be own'd, that 
their Manners, in general, come up to what was 
practis'd in the Golden Age. I ſhould not be ſur— 
pris'd to hear that a Miter (ſo the Proteſtants 
term their Prieſts) had made a Miſtake; he's a 


Man, and, as ſuch, liable to human Frailty : But, 


- hitherto, nothing could be laid to their Charge 
that is hocking to Decency. 

The Author of the Reformation * has, in my 
Opinion, done a very conſiderable Diſſervice to 
the Clergy who adher'd to his Opinions, namely, 
by allowing them to take Wives, and clippi ig 


their Benefices; which may not improperly be call'd, 


ane the Candle at both Ends. 

The Dutch Proteſtants acknowledge no Sove- 
reign nor Subaltern Pontifts. All their Prieſts are 
upon an equal Footing, and never had the flatter- 
ing Titles of, my Lord, your Excellence, or your 
Eminence: For which Reaſon, they never fail to 
honour the Churches, where ſome of the Clergy 


are veſted with pompous I itles, and enjoy large 


Revenues, With the Character of, Baby lonifh U Tore: 
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But in this they, perhaps, condemn what they have 
no inward Diſlike to; and the Point, I dare ſay, 
upon which they would the moſt readily agree 
with their Adverſaries, would be that which ſhould 
permit them to poſleſs large Benefices, and to be 
honoured with Titles as well as the Nazareze 
Pontiffs. 

If the Miniſters are not rich, they are however 
learned. Before their Reception they muſt under- 
go a ſtrict Examination; whereas in almoſt all 
the Orders, the Nazarene Monks are a Parcel of 
beggarly, idle Fellows. The Eccleſiaſticks a- 
mong the Reformed are advanced to that Dignity 
by their Merit and Learning. The meaneſt Coun- 
try Paſtor not only knows his Religion, but ſome- 
times even thoſe Things that form great Men; of 
whom ſeveral have been furniſh'd out of the Body 
of Miniſters. 1hey mortally hate the Jeſuites, 
who are nothing behind hand with them; and I 
think they are both in the right. Without the Mi 
niſters all Europe would be Papiſts, and without 
Jeluites all would be Proteſtants. Though they 
are ſo furiouſly animated againſt one another, yet 
| make no doubt, but from the Bottom of their 
Hearts they render one another Juſtice, and agree, 
that their Adverſaries have both Learning and Me— 
tit; at leaſt the famous Claude and the illuſtrious 
Arnauld thought ſo. I have however met with 
Jauſeniſts in France who told me very confidently, 
that the Jeſuites were but Ignorants: Their Ani- 
moſity and Blindneſs almoſt carry them to deny 
that they underſtand Politicks; and yet it muſt be 
confeſs'd, that this Order is learn'd, and has pro- 
duc'd great Men. The Bened:&:ines, who have had 
among them many Firſt-rate Men of Learning, 
are as little fond of the Jeſuites as the Proteſtants 
are; nevertheleſs they acknowledge that their Ad- 
verſaries have had Authors worthy of univerſal 


Eſteem, 
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Eſteem, were there no more than the S:rmozndus'; 
and the Petavius's. 

In this Conflict between the Nazarene Doctors, 
whether Papiſts, Fanſeniſts or Proteſtants, &c. | 
would have a Man of Senſe only to regard what 
is good in their Writings, and not trouble himſelf 
What an Author's Opinion was about Grace or 
Predeſtination, when there are many other exce]- 
lent Things in his Works. What is it to me, 
when I read Daniel's Hiſtory of France, whether 
that Hiſtorian was a Jeſuit or a Rabbi, if I can 
but reap ſome. Benefit by his Work? I ſhall be 
as ready to praiſe him according to his Merit, as 
I would be to condemn a Few who was a bad 
Hiſtorian, The Learned, in the Commerce of 
civil Life, are of all Sorts of Religions; and 'tis 
2 moſt ridiculous Weakneſs not to do Juſtice to 
the Merit of a Man, becauſe he worſhips God in 
a different Manner from us: Such extravagant 


Folly is only proper for the Italian Prelates and 
Monks, 


There's no Country where People of different 


Religions live more ſocially than in Holland, where 
Fews, Nazarenes and Mahometans deal with one 
another like Brethren, and look upon each other 
as Men and Children of the ſame Omnipotent 
Being. Happy Country! where Men reſpect thoſe 
of their own Species, and have no Notion of im- 
poſing Opinions upon any Man which he can nei— 
ther believe nor comprehend. 

Farewel, my dear Friend; live content and hap- 
Py, and let me hear from thee. Moſes Rodrigo, 
who is very uſeful to me in this Country, lays 
his Commands on me to offer thee his Compli- 
ments. | 


Amſterdam, E, 
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PIs beyond Expreſſion, my dear Monceca, 

how much I am ſurpris'd at the Manners 
and Cuſtoms of the Spaniards; their Singularity 
appears daily more and more: And I have had an 
Opportunity, in two Months that I have been in 
Hain, to make more Reflections upon the Pride 


and Ignorance of Men, than during a whole Year 


that 1 remain'd in Italy. 

The Road from Barcelona to Madrid is the moſt 
frequented in the whole Kingdom, and yet a Tra- 
veller can find no Entertainment in ſeveral! Parts; 
tor Inns, after the French or Italian Manner, we 
meet with nothing but wretched Heutas *, which 
are huge ruinous Houſes, . with ſome old rotten 
Bedſteads in the Garrets. A Traveller fatigu'd 
with his Journcy, when he lets up at one of thoſe 
delicious Quarters, it he inclines to eat, muſt ſend 
to buy Bread at the Baker's, and Meat at the Butch- 
er's; and if he has no Servant, why truly he mult 
take the Trouble to go and fetch himſelf what he 
wants for Supper: For you mult know, that the 
Landlord of the Veutas would not ſtir off his Chair 
for the beſt Prince in Chriſtendom; and would 
think himſelf diſhonour'd for ever ſhould he move 
one Step more than uſual, or what is incumbenr 
upon a Man of his Station and Rank. In the 
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Towns of any Conſequence, there are none, *ti; 
true, of theſe Ventas; but the Taverns, if they 
may be fo call'd, are much of a Piece with thoſe 
bleſſed Ventas. 

Nothing but Neceflity ought to induce a Man 
to travel in Hain: Should he do it out of Curio- 
fity, he muſt be a Simpleton, unlefs it were for 
picking up Memoirs to make up a Hiſtory of hu- 
man Weakneſs and Folly. In this Cate he could 
do no better; for every where he'd find 


Orguil, aſtuce, Panwrete 
Ignorauce & Bigoterie 
Superſtiti on, Hani te, 
Ridicule Ceremonie. 


fe ©. 
At ev'ry Step he'd plainly fee 
Low Cunning, Pride and Poverty; 
A Nation to the Prieſts meer Tools, 
Aud vain, fantaſtick, formal Fools. 


T heſe four Lines ſum up the Character of. 
Spaniſſhh Nation: And though tis reported by ſeve- 
ral People in foreign Countries, that the modern 
Dons are very different from the old Natives: 
yet (abſtracting from the Grandees and Courtiers. 
whom Ambition, and to inſinuate themſelves into 
the good Graces of the preſent King, have induc's 
to affect different Manners from what they tor- 
merly had) the Populace, Burghers and interior 


Gentry, are ſtil] the Spanrards, whoſe Rhodo mon 


tades Often divert all Europe, and whole Povert) 


and Naſtineſs go beyond their Vanity. 


It is ſcarce credible to what Lengths the Peopse 
here carry. their Pride; and thou would'ſt be iv: 
pris'd to ſce Crowds of Labourers, upon Ho!“ 
| days. 
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days, ſtrutting up and down dreſs'd in black Silk, 
and long Swords by their Sides, and Downing one 
another with great Ceremony as they meet; and 
yet theſe poor, proud Creatures have not often, 
for a whole Week, a Morſel of Bread to put in 
their Mouths. When a Peaſant meets another in 
the Field, he ſalutes him very ſolemnly with an 
Adio Seignor Cavallero *; the other makes a ſuit- 
able Anſwer with great Gravity: And were two 
potent Monarchs to have an Interview on the 
Frontiers of their reſpective Dominions, there 
would not be half ſo much Formality and Cere— 
mony as between thoſe Wooden-ſhoe Dozs. 
Formerly the Populace were not only proud, 
but alſo inſolent to the Grandees, and even to their 
Sovereigns: But under the preſent King there's a 
thorough Change; and he has reduc'd them ſo, as 
not to be afraid of their Commotions. In the 
Reign of his Predeceſſor Charles II. the Shoe- 
makers of Madrid were ſo formidable a Body, 
that when they mutiny'd the Court was forced to 
grant their Demands. In 1676 a Regulation ha- 
ving been made with reſpect to the Price of Shoes, 
they preſented a Petition to the Preſident of the 
Council of Caſtile, demanding that Things might 
be put upon the old Footing ; but, as he did not 
comply ſo quickly as they thought he ought to 
have done, they all ran with their Laſts and Stir- 
rups under Charles's Windows, and cricd as loud 
as they could, Viva el Ret, y muerael mal Govierno 2 
i. e. Let the King live, but let the wicked Miniſter 
pre His Majeſty, ſurpris'd at this extraordina- 
ry Muſick, went to the Windows, and was not 
a little aſtoniſh'd to fee the Worſhipful Body of 
ohoemakers. He ſent for the Preſident of Caſtile 
who, to put a Stop to ſo diſagreeable a Concert, 


+ gave 
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gave the Mutineers Leave to ſell their Shoes a; 
dear and of as bad Leather as they pleas'd. 
What did not a little contribute to the inſolent 
Behaviour of the Shoemakers was, the Indulgence 
ſnew'd ſome Days before to the Maſons, who al- 


 Jembled in one of the remote Quarters of the 


City, and reſolved to attack in a hoſtile Manner 
lome of the Magiſtrates who did not their Duty 
to their Satisfaction, and whom they accuſed of 
Blunders and Projects to ruin the Poor. The In- 
tentions of theſe new Reformers were to ſacrifice 
the pretended Criminals in the Face of the Sun, 
to ſerve as an Example to others. By good Luck 
not one of the Seditions had Courage to put 
timſelf at their Heads; ſo that the Affair came to 
no Head, every one returning to his Work, and 
the Magiſtrates continued their Oppreſſions. The 
tumultuous Riting of the Shoemakers was a Con- 
lequence of the Maſons eſcaping without Puniſh- 
ment. is true, that the bad Adminiſtration in 
the laſt Reign occaſioned frequent Rebellions: 
The Duke of Medina-Cœli, who had the Ma- 
nagement of publick Affairs, was of a lazy, in- 
dolent Temper; every one robb'd and plunder'd 
as they pleas'd, and the King's Cofters were al- 
ways empty. 
The Miſery and Poverty of the common People 
were, nevertheleſs, partly owing to their own, 
and to moſt of the Burghers, Lazineſs: And to 
this very Day the Exportation of a great Quantity 
of Money may be attributed to the ſame Caule. 
Whatever Riches the Flota brings yearly into 
Spain, they cannot compenſate for the Miſchief 
ariſing in a State from the Sloth and ridiculous 
Vanity of many of the Subjects ; beſides, out of the 
immenſe Sums brought from the Indies, almoſt 


two thirds go to Foreigners for the Goods which 
they have furniſh'd. 
3 What 
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What contributes not a little to the Penury of 
Money in Spain is, their taking into their Service 


great Numbers of French and Flemings, who do 


Things that the Don Diego's, the Don Saxcho's, 
and the Don Roar:go's, would think a Scandal 
upon themſelves and their Poſterity; and, rather 
than put their Hands to ſuch mean, ſlaviſh Work, 
would a thouſand Times ſooner chuſe to ſtarve 
with Hunger: So that theſe Foreigners, neither ſo 
lazy, nor ſo vain, are employ'd in their Tillage, 
in their Buildings, and in the moſt ſervile Drud- 
gery ; and when they have ſcraped together a few 
Piſtoles, they take Leave of the Sancho's and Die- 
20's, and go back to their own Countries with the 
Caſh, leaving their Maſters with their dear Pride, 
and not a Sous in their Pockets. The Number 
of Strangers that go to Spain for Work is ſo con- 
ſiderable, that a French Author affirms they amount 
to eighty thouſand, who go and come in this Manner ; 
and that there's not one of them but carries away 
every Vear ſeven or eight Piſtoles, and ſometimes 
mote, which is an immenſe Sum in the whole. 
'Tis true, that ſince Philip V. mounted the Throne, 
the great Number of French who have ſettled iu 
Spain, have contributed much to re- people it, there- 
by diminiſhing the Demand for the travelling Do- 
meſticks and Peaſants, and furniſhing the Dons 
Garcia's, Pedro's, &c. with fix'd Servants. 

One Reaſon of the Neglect of cultivating the 
Lands in Spain (which are moſtly fallow, or but 
very indifferently manur'd) is, the great Number 
of Monks with which this Country abounds more 
than any other: Tis here they may be ſaid to be 
in their ſtrong Hold. The Prieſts for many Years 
have been in Poſſeſſion of a Right to ſacrifice all 
who diſpleaſe them, under the Pretence of their 
being accuſed of Fxdaiſm, Sorcery, Blaſphemy, or 
other Crimes, competent to the Tribuna! of the 

Hh z Inqui— 
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Inquifition. Whoever declines to fall down be- 
tore the Monkiſh Idol, is deliver'd over into the 
Hands of the Hangman. But this is not the pro- 
per Place to mention the Cruelties of the Inqui- 


ſition; in ſome other Letter thou ſhalt have all 


the Horrors that I have heard of it. What is moſt 
ſurpriſing is, that though the Sparnrards were with- 
out this barbarous Inquiſition, they would be no 
leſs ſubmiſſive to the Monks, for whom they have 
a ridiculous Veneration born, as it were, with 
them. They are promoted to all the eminent Poſts 
in ſpite of all Oppoſition from the preſent Mini- 
ſtry, who are very ſenſible how prejudicial this 
Cuitom is; but the Evil is ſo rooted, that it is in- 
curable. 

The Duke of Medina- Cœli was never ſo muck 
pinch'd in any Affair during his Miniſtry, as with 
that of changing the King's Confeſſor: No ſooner 
was one plac'd than the Duke was oblig'd to re- 
move him. So that in the Space of five Years his 
Majeſty had ſeven, and not one of them but what 
was factious and turbulent, breeding Confuſion in 
the State. | 

The Reſpe& which the Spaniards bear to the 
Monks is ſo great, ſo blind, that it makes them 
vindicate the moſt unparallel'd Crimes; nay, they 
even puniſh thoſe who would pretend to put a 
Stop to them, by ſtriking at the Monaſtick Privi- 
leges. The moſt elevated Rank was no Shelter 
to thoſe who dared to make the Attempt. 

A Monk of the Kingdom of Valencia, a Coun- 
try abounding with Robbers, Murderers and Aſ- 
laſſins, after he had fled from his Convent, put 
himſelf at the Head of a Gang of Thieves call'd 
Bandeleros, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf by ſeveral 
wicked Actions; but being taken, in hot Blood, 
after an Aflaſlination, all the School-Divinity could 
not furniſh him with Arguments to palliate his 

| Crime. 
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Crime. A Perſon of Underſtanding, who thought 
it was neceſſary to make an Example of him, ad- 


viſed the Vice-Roy to have him hang'd up dire&- 


ly, which he had a good Mind to do; but, being 
apprehenſive of the Monachal Power, he call'd 
an Aſſembly of tour Friars, and order'd them to 
give their Opinion. Two of them quoted all the 
Spaniſh Doctors, and pretended that the Monk 
could not be judg'd till the Pontiff was inform'd 
of his Affair: The two others, by a ſort of Mi- 
racle, forgetting the venerable Livery of Saint 
Francis which they had the Honour to wear, and 


being ſeiz'd with Horror at the Murder which their 


Brother had committed, voted for his Execution 
with all poſſible Diligence. In this Conflict of 
Opinions the Vice-Roy, judging that his Majeſty's 
Service requir'd a ſpeedy and ſevere Example, took, 
the Reſolution which he thought moſt conform- 
able to Juſtice, and pronounced Sentence againſt 
the Criminal without further Ceremony. 

The Clergy being inform'd that a Monk (who 
deſerv'd to have been broke upon the Wheel) was 
going to be puniſh'd, aſſembled in a tumultuous 
Manner, and ran to the Pontiff, who, agreeing 
with them in Opinion, ſent to defire the Vice- 
Roy to proceed no further ; but he, for this Bout, 
made free with his filial Obedience, not heſitating 
a Minute, but ordering the Execution with all Ex- 
pedition : But it was ſcarce over when the.Pon- 
tiff publiſh'd an Interdiction, at which diſmal News 
the People thought themſelves undone, and, with 
Fury, laid Siege to the Vice-Roy's Palace, thun- 
dering out; — Governador diſgraciado, quieres que 
os hagamos Negros come Carbon, y ſecos come Lena? 
Crees que ſaremos eſcomulcados por amor tuyo? Es 
ineneſter que eres judio, O Moro, por haver hecho un 
Pecado por el qual el ciel te amenaſa. i. e. Unhappy 
Governor! thou rt reſolved then that we fhaall * 
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black as Coal, and dry as a Stick. Doeſt thou ima- 
gine, that for thy dear Sake we will be excommuni. 
cated? Thou muſt be either a Jew or a Moor, 70 
have committed a Crime which will draw down the 
Wrath of Heaven upon thy guilty Head. The Vice- 
Roy did not think proper' to parley with a Mob, 
who were furniſh'd with ſuch ſtrong Arguments, 

but wiſely made his Eſcape out of the Town. 
The Court being inform'd of this Affair, appoint- 
ed a Jeſuit and a Dominican to enquire into it; 
and, I dare ſay, thow'lt gueſs before hand that the 
Vice-Roy was to be put in the wrong : So indeed 
it happen'd; for he was turn'd out of his Poſt, 
and baniſh'd twenty Leagues from Madrid, for 
having puniſh'd a murdering Villain. 

Adieu, my Friend ; may thou be ever happy and 
content. 


J. 
Madrid, f 


resse 
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AARON MoONCECA fo ISAAC ONnIS. 


HE Air of Holland, my dear Iſaac, ſeems to 
inſpire the Love of Philoſophy. That Li- 
berty enjoy'd in it furniſhes the Mind with a thou- 
ſand Ideas which preſent themſeves no where elſe. 
Every Man in this Country has a Right to think, 
to argue, and to explain himſelf, without risking 
the Loſs of his Fortune or Life. Every one may 
ſerve God in his own Way; and, if he be but re- 
gular and diſcreet in his Behaviour, nothing can 
diſturb his Quiet in this happy Country. 
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The Liberty of Religion occaſions no manner 
of Confuſion. As there is none that can pretend 
to tyrannize over others, all is peaceable, and eve- 
ry one indulges his own Opinion; and whatever 
Diverſity there may be of Sentiments among the 
Dutch, they all agree in this Point, Let us neither 
force others, nor be forc'd ourſelves. 


This happy People are truly humane, and ſway'd 


by the firſt Principles of the Law of Nature. They 
have no Notion that the Difference of Sentiments 
ought to be the Occaſion of Violence and Perſe- 
cution. They leave to Heaven the enlightening of 
the Mind, and never make Religion a Cloak for 
Things that would make Humanity bluſh ; nor e- 
ver harbour a Deſire of extending their Religion, 
by any wicked Plots or Contrivances againſt their 
Brethren who have a different way of Thinking. 
Is a Man the leſs ſo for being a Perſian or an In- 
dian? If he's virtuous, why baniſh him from So— 
ciety? A Tark, a Bonze, if you will, thoroughly 
honeſt, is every where an ineſtimable Treaſure; 


Amſterdam, as at Conſtautinople or Pekin, 

Theſe Maxims are ſo ingrafted, if I may uſe the 
Expreſſion, in the Dzzch, that there are few who 
have been perſecuted for the Sake of Religion, but 
find among them not only a Retreat, but real Pro- 
tection. Tis reaſonable to think, that the Con- 
formity of Religion has excited their Charity to- 
wards the French Refugees: My private Opinion 
correſponds with this. But the Hatred which they 
bear to Violence, was enough to determine them 
to aſſiſt the Portugueſe Fews againſt the Perſecu- 
tion of their T'yrants. The United Provinces 
have open'd their Doors to our unfortunate pro- 
ſcrib'd Brethren, and skreen'd them from the Rage 
of the Monks: And there are many Nazarene 
Papiſts who are under infinite Obligations to the 

| Datch, 
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Datch ; many famous Authors, People of the firſt 


Rank, who, obliged to abandon their native Coun- 


try, have experienced the Compaſſion of the Dzzch, 

Tis not in this Country as in many others, 
where our unhappy Nation ſeems only tolerated 
as a Prey to all the Injuries and Rigours of For- 
tune. A Few at Amſterdam is a Citizen who en- 
Joys all the Privileges to which the other Religi— 
ons are intitled. The Couſin of the Roman Pon- 
tiff, the Brother of the firſt Latheran Baron, and 
the Son of an Exgliſßg Biſhop, have no greater Pri. 
leges in Holland than the Child of the meaneſt 
Rabbi. When a Man has the Happineſs of being 
born a Subject of the Republick, he enjoys all the 
Privileges: He's under Subjection to none, and 
owns not even the Magiſtrate, but when he is in 
the Exerciſe of his Office; every where elle all 
are upon a Level. | 

It may therefore be juſtly ſaid, that the Fews are 
free in Hollaud and England, but Slaves every 
where elſe. Tis true, we are tolerated at Rome, 
and have ſeveral Synagogues there; but what Con- 
ſtraints are we not laid under? With what Cruel- 
ties, Contempt and Labours, are we not obliged 
to purchafe the Retreat which they grant us? Se- 
veral of our Brethren have aſſured me, that, by an 
Ordinance from the Roman Pontiff * a certain 
Number of Fews were obliged every Saturdays 
Afternoon to be preſent at a Nazareze Sermon, 
where a Parcel of Friars walk up and down with 
Rods in their Hands, and when a Few is not at- 
tentive, he is treated as a School-boy, with two 


or three Strokes upon the Shoulders; and ſome- 


times the Monks, being ſhrewd, peep into their 
Ears, for fear they ſhould ſtop them with Cotton. 
To what Purpoſe all theſe Momeries, or rather 
Indignities? Are the Nazarenes ſuch Simpletons, 
as 


* Grego ry XII. 
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as to imagine that the Mind is to be convinced by 
vain Declamations? To pave the Way to Rea- 
ſon, the Heart muſt be touch'd. Were it true, 
as it is not, that their Religion was the beſt, the 
harſh, violent and tyrannical Manner with which 
they declare their Opinions, would hinder us from 
embracing them, and prejudice us againſt a Reli- 
gion which acts with abſolute Power, and forces 
rather than perſuades. 

The Hollanders, my dear Iſaac, have no Notion 
of making People give Attention to the Sermons 
of their Preachers by Rods of Correction, or even 
to give Attendance in the Churches : They follow 
the Opinions which they think moſt reaſonable, 
and are as little concern'd with the Religion of 
their Neighbours as with their domeſtick Affairs, 
into which they never pry. 

A Man in this Country is a Sovereign in his 
own Houſe, and his Orders abſolute. He's un- 
der no Apprehenſion of being call'd to an Account 


of what he does, or that any body will make the 


leaſt Enquiry, unleſs he lies under a Suſpicion of 
acting againſt the Government, or the Good of 
Society. ; 

From that univerſal Liberty, with which the 
Dutch are bleſs'd, ſprings the Love to their Coun- 
try. Every Individual eyes it as a tender Mother, 
whoſe Privileges are to be carefully preſerv'd ; 
ind theſe Sentiments are ſo deeply imprinted in 
tneir Minds, that nothing can efface them. As 
tere are but few Monks in Holland, and thoſe few 
without any Authority, 'tis highly probable that 
ine Tranquillity of the Republick will be laſting. 


be Difference of Religion here is not to be dread-. 


d; for the Dutch are too ſenſible and wile to di- 
iturb the State for the Sake of ſome Churchmens 
Opinions in religious Diſputes. They ſuffer them 
to publiſh as many Books as they pleaſe, and Ao 

them 
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them when they are inſtructive or diverting; and 


when they're good for little, leave them to rot in 
the Bookſellers Shops. 

From the Privilege which the Learn'd have of 
diſputing at Pleaſure, proceeds the Variety of Re- 
ligions; all, in the Main, Nazarezes, but differ- 
ent in certain Articles. Perhaps thou won't be 
diſpleas'd to have a little Sketch of the contro- 
verted Points of theſe differing Sectss. 

One of the moſt conſiderable is that of the Ar- 
miniaus, which took its Name from Arminius, 
Profeſſor of Theology at Leyden; and differs on- 
ly from the Calviniſts in the Articles of Grace and 
Predeſtination. 

The Azti-Trinitarians, or modern Arians, have 
reviv'd the Opinions of that famous Arias, who, 
in Conſtantine's Time, made ſo much Noiſe among 
the Nazarene Pontiffs. His Opinions, after two 
hundred Years of Triumph, and thirteen hundred 


Years of Oblivion, are again come upon the Stage, 


and have been maintain'd in our Days by very emi- 
nent Men, particularly in Exgland. Doctor Clarke, 
a learn'd Engliſhman, has publiſh'd ſeveral Works 
in Defence of the Validity and Truth of this Do- 
Etrine: And the illuſtrious Newton is thought to 


have died an Arian. Were I a Nazarene, I ſhould 


be at a Loſs to conceive how it was poſſible that, 
during thirteen Centuries, none ſhould diſcover 
the Truth. | 

The Sect of the Qzakers is one of the moſt ſin- 
gular and extraordinary, having neither Prieſts nor 
Worſhip; nor are they baptiz'd as the Nazarenes, 
or circumcis'd as the Fews and Tarks: All their 
religious Ceremonies, at a Meeting of the Friends, 
conſiſt in hearing a Sermon from him or her whom 
the Spirit firſt moves to hold forth. 'The Women 


are very careful to hide their Faces with their Fans, 
and the Men are cover'd with broad-brimm'd Hats, 
which 
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which give them an Air extremely ſerious and 
dull. 1 look upon the Quatre to be the only 
true Philoſophers among the - Nazareves: They 
never give any body the Title of Sir, much leſs 
Your Highneſs, or Pur Majeſty, &c. which they 
pretend are nothing but the Invention of human 
Pride: And to call Earth-worms Pur Eminence, 
Your Holineſs, Your Excellency, is, in their way of 
Thinking, the moſt ridiculous Thing that the Fol- 
ly of Man can deviſe. And therefore to ſhun all 
ſuch Appellations, they Thee and Thou even Prin- 
ces and Kings; and give for Reaſons, that a great 
Man is but a fingle Perſon, to whom Thox is 
more proper, according to Grammar, than Du, 
accompanied with ſome ſuperfluous Terms, the 
Invention of Pride, and which his Merit gives him 


no Title to. They dreſs in a very plain Manner, 


having neither Plaits nor Buttons according to the 
Faſhion: And this Singularity is affected to put 
them conſtantly in mind, that, as they are more 
decent in their Apparel than others, ſo they ought 
in every other Caſe to be more ſober and virtu— 
ous. They look upon Oaths to be a horrid Pro- 
ſtitution of God's Name in the Debates of wretch- 
ed Mortals; and are poſitive, that a virtuous Man 
ought not to give any other Affirmation but Tea 
or Nay. p 2 

I confeſs, my dear Iſaac, that this Cuſtom of 
the Qzakers highly pleaſes me: Oaths are vain and 
ſuperfluous. - A Rogue does not ſtick at Perjury; 
and a Man of Honour onght to be believed upon 


his Word. I remember a beautiful! Paſſage of a 


Tragic Author, very @ propos to what Pm now 
upon, Which thou haſt not perhaps teen. -— Here 
It is. 


FeAl wk oa Laiſſe-la les Sermens. 


S':!s faiſorent dans les Cornrs naitre les Seatimens, 


Vol. II. | li Je 
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Je eu demanderois, Mais, quelle eſt leur Puiſ- 
| ſance ? 
Le Vice les trahit, le vertu Sen offenſe. 
Il ſuffet, entre nous, de tou devoir, du mien 
Vaila le vray Serment : Les autres ne Sont rien *, 


Thus paraphras'd : 


nnn— lo more of Oath, 
Could they ſtrike Terror on the harden'd Heart, 
And rouze up Conſcience to direct the l'ongue, 
Then might'ſt thou ſwear : But ſince they have 
no Pow'r 
With Villains practis'd in the perjur'd Path, 
Nor are of Uſe with Men of honeſt Hearts; 
Think no more of them, but as uſeleſs Things. 
To thee and me let Duty be the Tie, 
The ſacred Oath that binds the honeſt Soul; 
A1l elſe is nought but vain and empty Sounds. 


The laſt Virtue of the Qzakers is never to go to 
War, and not to ſhed Blood upon any Pretext 
whatever. They look upon the Glory of Con- 
querors as the Fury of a Madman: They grieve 
at Murders committed by other Men, to which 
they aſcribe the Epithets of Courage, Eraudeur of 
Soul, Magnauimity, or Love of their Country; 
adding, that if all Men were Quakers, ſatisfied 
with what they poſſeſs, and ready to beſtow on 
the Misfortunate what they can ſpare, they would 
have no Notion of tcaring, like famiſh'd Wolves, 
People to Pieces whom they never ſaw before, and 
who, very probably, never did them Harm. 
The Sect of Anabaptiſts, or rather Mennonites, 
fo call'd from a Friexland Prieſt named Menno, is 
pretty much the ſame with that of the Qzakers, 
the ſhaking excepted that the latter affect upon 5 

| r 


Houdart d ia Motte in the Tragedy of Romulus, Ad V. Scene 1. 


- 
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firſt Motions of the pretended holy Spirit within 
them; and Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, which 
the Mennonites adminiſter to People arriv'd at the 
Years of Diſcretion, and which the Qzakers re- 
ject. 
F The Rh:nsburgians take their Name from the 
Village of Kh:nsbarg near Leyden, where they have 
a yearly Meeting the Day after Peutecoſt. They 
were originally Arminians, and have adopted ſe- 
veral Opinions of the Ariaus, Quakers, Anabap- 
tiſts, &c. and their Religion is a Medley of the 
Opinions of all the Nazareze Sects. 

The Hebraiſts are a Sort of Nazarene Fews, 
who look upon the perfect Knowledge of the He- 
brew Language as an Article of Faith. This Se& 
ſtands moltly by the Female Sex, and when they 
meet they chime it away in a hideous rather than 
a devout Manner. | 

In all theſe different Religions there are a few ho- 
neſt, well meaning Pcople, who believe that their 
Manner of Worſhip, which they perform with 
Zeal and Fervency, is the molt agreeable to the 


Divine Being. Think'it thou that they will be at 


laſt thrown into utter Darkneſs, becauſe they do 
not ſpring from the Race of Jacob? Or will it be 
of no Advantage to them to have followed the 
Light of Nature and Conſcience, the firſt that 
Men practis'd? Though they have acknowledg'd 
but one God, and have done all the Good they 
could to their Neighbour in this World, mult 
they be eternally miſerable in the next? And be- 
cauſe they have not thought it neceſſary to Salva- 
tion to be a Few, though they have been virtuous, 
is it to be imagin'd that the Divine Being, infinite- 


ly good, can reſolve to puniſh them? Lhis is in- 


deed advanced by our Rabbies; and they tell us, 
that *tis a Myſtery which paſſeth our Comprehen- 


lion: But muſt implicit Faith be given to them? 


112 Fares 
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Farewel, my dear Iſaac; let us rejoice in being 
born Fews, but not ſlightly condemn others. 
Amſterdam, *******, 


FVP 
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LETTER CIV. 


AARON MONCECA % Isaac Ox1is. 


HE Variety of Sects in Holland has led me 
into deep Reflections upon the Force of Pre- 
qudice. I have ſerioufly confider'd how difficult 
It is for Men to know the Errors of the Religion 


in which they have been bred, however viſible they 


may de to Perſons of another Perſuaſion. 

The Notion, which the Generality of Men im- 
bibe in their Youth of what they call fundamental 
Articles of Faith, is ſo ſtrong, that they readily 


admit of Opinions directly oppoſite to one ano- 


ther, and equally ridiculous, without being ſenſible 
of this ſurpriſing Contradiction. Our M:zd,1ike our 


Eyes, (ſays Cicero) is ſo accuſtom'd to the Objeds 


which daily preſent themſelves to it, that it is nei- 
ther ſurpris'd at what it ſees, nor ſolicitous to pence 


trate into the Cauſes ** Men obſerve the ſame Con- 
duct with regard to their Religion. In their ten- 


der-Years they are train'd up in the Belief of cer- 
tain Opinions, which, however extraordinary they 
may appear to them when further advanced in 
Years, they are not in the leaſt concern'd about 


the 


* Conſuctudine oculorum aſſueſcunt animi; neque admirantur, neq«t 
re juirunt, rationes earum rerum quas ſemper vident. 


. Cicero de Natura Deoium, Lib, II. Cap. XXXVIII. 
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the Matter; which proceeds from a ſettled Cu- 
ſtom of look ing upon them as fundamental Prin- 
ciples: And thus, by Degrees, they come to be- 
lieve implicitly Things contradictory to the Light 
of Nature and common Senſe. If accidentally 
any Doubt ſhould ariſe in their Minds, they are 
ſo far from endeavouring to clear it up, that they 
rather ſtudy for Reaſons to fortify their Prejudi- 
. 

What perpetuates Errors in the Generality of 
Mankind is, the firm Belief they have in certain 
falſe Opinions, which they look upon as Princi- 
ples ſo certain, that they think it quite needleſs to 
examine them, nay, even would believe it a hain- 
dus Crime to have the leaſt Doubt about them; 
and therefore molt of the Opinions that flow 
from thoſe falſe Principles, muſt neceſſarily be 
tainted with the Impurity of their Source. A Fa- 
natick who takes it for granted that he, or his 
Teacher, is immediately inſpir'd, readily admits 
the Chimera's of a heated Imagination as Divine 
Revelations, and draws Concluſions that are ap- 
parently juſt. I am inſpir'd, (lays he) and the 
Spirit, by which I am * w being God himſelf, 
cannot deceive me; and therefore what is thus com- 
municated to me muſt be true. Lo attempt to rea- 
ſon him out of his pretended Inſpiration, is loſt 
Labour; for he conſtantly retreats to his Argu- 
ment: And if one ſhould attack the Principle 
upon which his Opinion is founded, he immediate- 
ly drops the Diſpute, and looks upon his Adver- 
ſary as a Man capable of denying that two and 
two make four, and of refuſing to ſubmit to the 
{ſtrongeſt Evidence, | 

The Prejudices under which the Generality of 
Mankind labour, with reſpe&t to the miſtaken 
Principles which they have imbib'd, ſhut faſt their 
Ears againſt the moſt convincing Arguments ur- 
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ged, againſt them; and therefore tis not at all ſur- 
priſing to find ſuch Obſtinacy in the different SeQs. 
There are but few of ſuch a ſuperior Genius as 
to be able to ſhake off the Impreſſions of Youth 
which Lime has fortified, or that dare to carry 
the Light of Truth in the Midſt of a Multitude 
of Errors, which they have been accuſtom'd to 
look upon as ſacred. The moſt abſurd Religions 
have been profeſs'd by the greateſt Men. Could 
the Mind of Man invent any thing ſo extrava- 
gant as Idolatry? And yet how many of your 
Firſt-rate Genius's have been plung'd in the Hor- 
Tor and Folly of Paganiſm? Had they but reflect- 
ed ever ſo little upon the firſt Principles of their 
Religion, they muſt have ſoon diſcover'd the weak 
Side; but, as they were accuſtom'd from their 
Infancy to look upon them as Truths generally 
receiv'd, the Abſurdities flowing from them were 
no wile ſhocking. 74 

I'm not ignorant, my dear Iſaac, that many 
learn'd Men of this Age maintain, that none of 
the great Men of Antiquity believ'd the Plurality 


of Gods: But what Teſtimonies can they adduce 


to prove Conjectures which ſo evidently claſh with 
the Writings that ſtill ſubſiſt, and explain the Sen- 
timents of their Authors? Cicero, who is com- 
monly quoted as one of the Pagan Philoſophers, 
the moſt firmly perſuaded of the Exiſtence of a 
Divine Being, uſes the Argument of innate Ideas, 


and of general Approbation, to prove the Plura- 


lity of Gods. As wo Law nor Cuſtom, (ſays he) 


has manifeſted to Mankind the Exiſtence of the Gods, 


this Idea muſt, as it were, be innate uith them: Nay, 

even the Exiſtence of thoſe Gods muſt be real; be- 
cauſe a Thing univerſally received by all People 
muſt, of Neceſſity, be true. | 18 


* Cam enim non inſtituto aliquo, aut more, aut lege, fit opinio con- 
Hituta, mantat qut ad unum emnium Frma cenſenſio, intellegi neceſſe eſt 
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- Is a Man, think'ſt thou, that reaſons in this 
Manner, perſuaded that there is but one God? 
How can it be, ſince his Argument in favour of 
a Plurality directly flies in the Face of One? For, 
it the general Conſent of People to a Thing was 
an Evidence of its Truth, it would follow, that 


for a certain I ime there were a great many Gods, 


tince all the Nations of the Earth, for many Ages 


ſucceſſively, were plung'd in Idolatry; and the 


Iſraelites: alone, who ſcarce make a ſingle Point 
oboe the whole World, knew the true 
od. 15 5 | | 
From all which it appears, that it was frivolous 
to aſſert that People of Genius and Learning could 
not poſſibly be ſo blind as to give into the Pagan 
Religion. When we conſider the Submiſſion that 


Men pay to firſt Prejudices imbib'd in Youth, and 


examine the Force of certain Opinions, which are 
look'd upon as infallible Principles, there can be 
no Surpriſe at admitting all the abſurd Conſequen- 
ces flowing from them. Tis true, that there have 


been ſome Philoſophers who have rejected the ri- 


diculous Conſequences attending the Multiplicity 
of Gods, being convinced that it was impoſſible 


ſuch Extravagancies could be conſiſtent with the 


Divine Nature; and yet it appears that Prejudice 
has had Influence with them, when, at the ſame 
Time that they rejected the Conſequence of Prin- 
ciples, they had a blind Veneration for the Princi- 
ples themſelves, which they could not ſhake off, 
The Additions (ſays Ariſtotle) that have been made 
to the Divine Nature, are only Fables accommodated 
to Mens Capacity. We know that there are Gods, 
and that their Eſſence is Divine. The reſt is all 

| Fiction, 


eſſe Deos; quoniam inſitas eorum, vel potius innatas, cogitationes ha- 
bemus. De quo autem omnium natura conſentit, id verum eſſe neceſſe 
eſt, Eſſe igitur Deos confitendum eſt. 


Cicero de Natura Deorum, Lib, L Tag. 68 
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Fiction, invented for the Benefit of Society. From 
this Principle it is that the God's are likend not only 
to Men but to Beaſts *. l 

Pray conſider, my dear Iſaac, that Ariſtotle, while 
he condemns the Chimera's reported of the Gods, 
aſſerts the Plurality of thoſe ſame Gods as a cer- 
tain Truth, and as an undeniable Principle. How- 


ever abſurd and impious this Opinion might be, it 


was ſo univerſally acknowledg'd by the moſt not- 
ed of the Greeks, that the aſſerting the Unity of 
the Deity coſt Socrates his Life; and it was no 
doubt the Fears of a like Fate that induced Epicu- 
rus to chime in with the Doctrine of Pohtbeiſm, 


Which both he and his Diſciples inwardly rejected. 


Though there could be nothing more ridiculous 
than to admit of Gods, and to deprive them of all 
Power; yet the Fear of exaſperating People, who 
would have look'd upon meddling with their firſt 
Principles as a terrible Outrage, was a ſufficient 
Motive, at leaſt, for not formally oppofing ſuch 
Abſurdities. 
- *Tis therefore in the profound Veneration which 
Men have for the firſt Sentiments imbib'd in Youth, 
that we're to look for a Reaſon of the Duration 
of Religion, and for the Obſtinacy of its Profeſ- 
ſors. This is what induces them to ſtick to the 
Errors which they follow, and which they defend, 
becauſe of their Affinity with other Errors to which 
they give the Name of Principles : So that we ought 
not to be ſurpris'd, if we ſee great Men of all Re- 
ligions endeavouring to prove the Truth of their 
Principles, 


* Tradita autem ſunt quædam a majoribus naſtris, & admodum 
antiquis, ac in ſabule figura poſterioribus relicta, quod hi du fint, uni- 
verſamque naturam divinam contineant, Catera vers ſabuloſe ad mul- 
titudinis perſuaſionem, & ad legum, ac ejus quod conſerat opportunita- 


tem, jam illata ſunt, Homini formis namque, ac aliorum animalium 


nonnullis, ſmiles eos dicunt, ac alia conſequentia, ſimilia iis qua dit 


ſuit, Atift, Metaphyſ. Lib, XII. Cap. VIII, Tag. 744. 
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Principles, really believing them, and loudly con- 
demning all thoſe who differ from them. A Qua- 
ker is capable of ſolid Reaſoning in every thing fo- 
reign to Quakeriſm; for ſince, in Things wherein 
Religion is not concern'd, he examines the Prin- 
ciples upon which he goes, he's not more liable 
to be deceiv'd than another Man. | 

'T would be frivolous to object that a Man, who 
makes uſe of his Reaſon in the common Courſe of 
Things, cannot poſſibly be ſo far prepoſſeſs'd as to 
give in to the Abſurdities of ſome modern Religi- 0 
ons; or that the Profeſſors, if they are Men of " 28 
Genius, cannot ſeriouſly believe them. But to put 4 
it out of doubt that there's no Religion, how ab- "Y 


ſurd ſoever, but what may be believed, we have 4 
only to examine the ridiculous Parts of the Pa- 1 
gan: And, ſince we ſhall find that eminent Men =. 


have agreed to the Plurality of Gods, a Few, let 
him be ever ſo zealous, will be no longer ſurpris'd 
that Neuton was an Arian *, Arnaud and Paſcal 


Papiſts, Limbarg an Arminian, Claude a Proteſtant, 9 
Barclay a Quaker, and Galenus an Anabaptiſt. All 1 
thoſe learn'd Men believ'd nothing ſo abſurd, and _ 
ſo contrary to the Light of Nature, as the Plura- 1 
lity of Gods. To be ſure Prejudice, and the Ve— 7 
neration that Men have for the Opinions which 9 
they look upon as firſt Principles, muſt needs have 1 
a very abſolute Power over their Minds, in pre- 0 


venting them from perceiving their Blindneſs. No 14 
Author has given us a more lively Picture of the 1 
Folly and Extravagance of Paganiſn than one of i 

the ancient Naxarene Doctors call'd Arnobius, by ' of 
ſetting forth in a- Manner as evident, as eloquent, 1 
the Confuſion that muſt enſue upon an Equality of | 
Offerings made to the Gods by two Nations at * 1 
War. In this Caſe (ſays he) the Gods would be at =. 
a Loſs which Side to favour ;, if they remain'd neu- 8 
e ter, | 4 


2 


dee Voltaire's VIIth Letter about the Enzliſb Nation, 
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ter, they muſt be ungrateful to both Parties, and by 
declaring themſelves, muſt pull down with one Hand 
what they rear d up with the other : Which was 
the Caſe, as we are told, at the Siege of Troy; 
upon which Occaſion the Gods, not agreeing a- 
mong themſelves what Side they ſhould favour, 
divided, and eſpouſed, ſome of them, the Quarrel 
of the Greeks, and others protected the Trojans. 
Venus, whoſe Bufineſs was to preſide in the Plea- 
ſures and Gallantries of Paphos and Cytherea, 
would, forſooth, a& the Heroin, and ſhare in the 
Glory of Mars; for which ſhe dearly paid, the 
rough Warriors not reſpecting, in the Heat of 
Battle, the Patroneſs of Love. But this is not 


. what moſt ſullies the Character of this Goddels ; 


the is tax'd with worſe Employments, which, it 
but mention'd, would make a virtuous Woman 
bluſh: And therefore one of the ancient Nazarene 
Pontiffs takes Occaſion to reproach the Pagan 
Philoſophers, that, for the good Education of Youth, 
it was much better io ſet before them the Example of 


virtuons Men, than of the Deities whom they adored f. 


Since 
* Quod fi populi duo hoſtilibus diſſidentes armis, ſacrificiis paribus 


ſuperiorum locupletaverant aras, alterque in alterum poſtulent wires / li- 
que ad auxilium commendari, nonne iterum neceſſe eft credi, ſe præmiis 
Plicitantur ut proſint, eos partes inter utraſque debere hæſitare, deſig: net 
reperire quid faciant, cum ſuas intelligant gratias ſacrorum acceptionilus obli- 
gatas ? Aut enim auxilia hinc & inde præſtal unt, id quod fieri non poteſt 3 
pugnabunt enim contra ipſos ſe ipſi, contra ſuas gratias voluntates que 
nitentur; aut ambobus populis opem ſubminiſtrare ceſſubant, id quod ſe- 
cleris magni eſt, poſt impenſam acceptamque mercedem. | 
Arnob. Lib. VII. Pag 219, &c. 


f Nihil homines tam inſaciabiles reddit vitæ perverſaate, quam illo- 
rum deorum imitatio, quales deſeribuntur & commendantur literis eo- 
rum. Denique illi doctiſſimi viri, qui rempublicam civitatemque terre- 
nam, qualis eis eſſe debere videbatur, magis domeſticis diſputationil us 
requirebant, vel etiam de ſcribebant, quam publicis attionibus inſtituebant, 
atque formabant + Egregios atque laudabiles, quos puta bant, homines pcs 
tius, quam Deos ſuos, imitando: proponebant erudiend.e indoli juven ts, 

| Auguſt, Epiſt. CCI. Pag. 8 64. 
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Since Perſons ſo eminent for Learning, and 
whoſe Works, after ſo many Ages, are ſtill the 
Admiration of Men of Letters, have been ſo weak 
as to believe the Plurality of Gods, and Gods ſo 
imperfe&, thou'lt readily allow that few Mortals 
are ſo happy as entirely to get the better of all 
Prejudices; and that we ought not to be ſurpris'd 
at ſeeing Men of a {ſuperior Genius profeſſing the 
moſt abſurd Religions. Let us therefore be thank- 
ful to Heaven that we were born in that of Mo- 
ſes, and let it be our conſtant Care to diſcharge 
all the Duties of it. Adieu. 


Amſterdam, x. 
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BB Es, very great Hypocrites, till ſettled in a Li- 
ving, Page 2, 

Achmet, Sultan, his Moſque built of the Ruins of 

Troy, 110. 

Actions, good, immortalize Sovereigns more than all 

their Monuments, 143. 

Actreſſes in Spain, 339. 

Adventures of the Daughter of a Dutch Gonſul at AMeſ- 
ſina, 6; of a Spirit that gnawed Cloth, exc, 20; of the 
Miſtrefles of a Roman Legate, and a Patriarch of Ve- 
nice, 28, ec. of a Legate with Givri, 31; of one that 
pretended to be poſleſs'd before St. Clou of Milan, 75 
of a young Abbot and two Janſeniſts, 144 of a Chy= 
miſt with his Wife, 177. 

Advocates, French, not ſo eloquent as the ancient Ora- 
tors, and why, 81; they only plead upon barren Sub- 
jects 82, ec. are too great Slaves to Forms, Niceties, 
and to the Authority of Civilians, 84; are often mer- 
cenary, 86; plead more Cauſes in one Year, than De- 
moſthenes and Cicero did in all their Lives, ib. in France 
their Fortune is mean, but in England they are capable 
of attaining the higheſt Honour, 85; not ſo perfect as 
the Preachers, 86. 


Aix la Chapelle, a fine large City, tho' much decay'd, 327. 


Alexander, the Rapidity of his Conqueſts, 139; com- 
par'd to a Highwayman, 145. | 

Alexander VI. Pope, cauſes Savonarola be hang'd for 
cenſuring his Irregularities, 165, 

Alexander VII. Pope, oblig'd to part with his Antiquities 
to Lewis XIV. 112, SE 


* 


Alexandria, 


Alexandria, its Monuments and Ruins, 34; its ſad State; 
and various Changes, 103; its Ruins, the Marks of its 
great Splendour, 109, 142; its preſent State, 137. 

Alexandrin, Cardinal, ſollicits and obtains the Maſſa. 
cre of St. Bartholomew, and the Pledge he received for 
it, 29, WE, | 

Ambrion, the violent Proceedings of its Council increaſe 

the Number of the Janſeniſts, 122. 

Americans," cruelly treated by the Spaniards, 67, &c. 

Amſterdam, more Shipping than all Europe, 343, Cc. 

Anacreon, his Odes very beautiful, 54. | 

Anabaptiſts, their Derivation, 362. | 

Ancients, too great a Veneration for them hurtful 49, 

their Commentators deify even their Faults, ib. the 


Pre poſſeſſion of the French in their Fayour, 51; where- 


in they excel, and are excell'd by the Moderns, 52; too 
much cried up by the Regents (of Univerſities) 54; 
were no more the Favourites of Fortune than the Mo- 
derns are, 55; how Diſputes as to the Preference of 
either ſhould be ſettled, 52. 
Animals, what 'tis that impels them, 22. 
Antiquity, the Foible and Fancy of all People for it, 103. 
Apis, a Deity of the Egyptians, kill'd by Cambyſes, 164, 
Arabians, ſubdued Egypt, 104; hate Towns, 159; their 
Doctors Enemies to Miracles, 156, Vide Bedouins. 
Arfaxa, a Devil that poſſeſs'd a Nun at Louviers, 153; 
_ bubbled a Friar, 154. 
Argens, Marquis de, Sollicitation of a Cenſure againſt 
him, 44. 
Ariſtotle aſſerts the Plurality of Gods, 368. | 
Ariſtrophanes, equal to Moliere and Lopez de la Vega, 53. 
Ariſtotle, a poor Natural Philoſopher compar'd to Ga/- 
ſendi, &. 52; without him, ſay the Schoolmen, Error 
is unavoidable, 84. 7441 
Arles, Archbp. of, Moliniſt, his Diſreſpect to the King, 115. 
Armenius, Profeſſor of Theology: at Leyden, the Differ- 
ence of his Religion and the Calviniſts, & c. 360. . 
Artiſicers, more happy than Authors, 466. 
Aſſaſſms, common and cheap at Naplesand Milan, 58, 77. 
Lſtyanax, the Son of Hector, from whom certain French 
Poets and Hiſtoriaus derive their Nation, 104. 
32 ᷣͤ TT Athieſte, 
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Atheiſts, quiet in France, 12. 1 1 
Averroes, the extravagant Saying of that Philoſopher we, 
touching Ariſtotle, 168, | | 
Authorities, the great Miſtake of preferring them to Rea« 
ſon, 84. | 
Authors, ancient ones caſtrated by the Monks, 9; weir 
Conduct in Literature deſcrib'd,z5 ; Complaints 0! rhe 


Bookſellers againſt them, 41; who are Quacks in tha Y 
Republicł of Letters, 42; Numbers of them make a Shift y 4 
to live upon wretched Romances, ec. and would be 7 


happier if they were Shoemakers or Butchers, 46; 
many of them give and take Slander, 64. 


B 


Banditti, the Wickedneſs of thoſe of Naples, and their f 
Deſtruction by Germans and Spaniards, 58. | 
Bar, the, its Eloquence ſubject ro great Inconven. 81. 
Barcelona, a fine Town, but has a bad Harbour, 334. 
not carried ſo far as Pulpit Oratory, and why, 86. 
Bartholomew, St. his Maſſacre, advis'd by a Legate, and 
authoris'd by a Pope, 29; Confeſſion of Clement VIII. 
about it, 3 5 
Baſtards, all the Grand Seigniors are ſuch, 38. 
Batarelle, Miſs, a Devotee of Father Girard, whom ſhe a- 
 morouſ]y kiſſes, 149. | | 
Bayle, M. condemn'd by the Jeſuites, 43. 
Beau and Bon, Muralt rebuk'd for his Turn upon thoſe 
Words, 129. | 
Bocheran, a Janſeniſt Abbe, his Conyulſions at the Tomb 
of the Abbe Paris, 13. | 
Bedouins, Inhabitants of Egypt, their Cuſtoms, 105, cc. 4 
Paſture and Water their greateſt Treaſure, 107; have 9 
no Divines, Lawyers, Phyſicians, Soldiers, ib. their | 
Quarrels decided by their Leaders, 108. | 
Benedictins, of St. Denis, accys'd by Hardouin of having 
forged the ancient Authors, 182; their good Editions 6! 
of the Fathers like to be deſtroy'd by that Jeſuit, 186. . 
Bigarrures des Accords, a ſilly Book, printed oftner than 1 
the Works of Des. Cartes and Gaſſendi, 51. 4 
Boileau condemn'd by the Jeſuites, 43; his laudable Gene- 
roſity to Patru, 87; but condemn'd by Muralt, 129. 
5 „ 3 | Boniface, 


'S 
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Boniface VIII. Pope, ſuppos'd to be the Author of the 


Pious Frauds of Lorretto, 57. | 


Bonneval, Count de, Vide Dedication. 


Hb 


ooks, the Prohibition of them in France, taiſes the Curio- 


ſity of the Publick, 12; Account of Book-making, 35; 
who are to compoſe, ſel] and read them, 42; very few 
can know the good ones, 45; the moſt ſolid not ſo af- 
fecting as thoſe of Mirth and Vit, ib. are eſtimated 
according to the Reputation of the Author, and not the 
Contents, 49; neither the Sale nor the Scarcity of a 
Book, a Proof of its Worth, 51; good ones are often 


reprinted, ib. ſometimes aſcrib'd to wrong Authors, 64; 
Books of Catholicks more faithfully printed at Geneva, 


than by the Papiſts in their own Country, 97; ſome in 
Defence of Arius's Do, publiſh'd by Dr. Clark, 360. 


Bookſellers, Authors complain of their Avarice, 35, ec. 


and they of the Ignorance and Knavery of mercenary 
Authors, 41, Sc. the Ingratitude of certain Bookſel- 
lers to the Publick, ib. they pay Journaliſts to puff their 
Impreſſions, ib. a Banter upon it, 42, 43; would ſtarve 
if they were to print none but good Books, 45. 


Bookſelling, ſubject to a ſort of Inquiſition in France, 11. 
Boſſuet, Biſhop of Meaux, his Eloquence inferior to the 


Ancients, 54; but ſyperior to that of the Bar, $7. 


Bourdaloue, his Eloquence inferior to the Ancients, 54 


but ſuperior to that of Barriſters, 87, 


Brabant, its thick Air and Climate, 281, | | 
Breviary, a Medley of the Scripture and Church Traditi- 


ons, 113 ; Murmurings about that of the Dioceſe of 
Paris, 114; its general Reception, 166. 


Brito, Jacob, at Naples, 63; at Milan, 75; at Geneva, 95; 


at Lauſanne, 123; at Lyons, 144; at Montpellier, 173. 


Bullets, Cannon, made of the Marble got out of the Ruins 


of Troy by the Turks, 110. 
| =] 8 


Cabbage, more criminal to ſteal one than rob a Town, 141. 


Cadiere, la, deem'd worthy of the Gallows, 145; a Slan- 


derer, 146; a Partner in Girard's Irregularities, 149; 
to what her pretended Poſſeſſion was owing, 151; Fa- 
ther Girard kiſſes a Wound in her Breaſt, 150. 


Cahera, the Etymology of Cairo, 159. Cajetan, 


WWW 


IN D E X: 


Cajetan, the Pope's Legate, bubbled by Givri, 30, 37. 

Cairo, the Capital of Fgypr, its Hiſtory, Deſcription and 
Manners, 77, 78; Impoſture of its Derviſes, 161. 

Calvin, a French Clergyman, 345. 

Cambyſes, K. of Perſia, kills the Egyptian God, Apis, 164. 

Candia, taken from the Venerians by the Turks, 141. 

Canidia, the Sorcereſs, who made Philtres, 184. 

Captives. See Slaves. 

Capuchins, baniſh'd and reſtor'd by the Venetians, ;; two 
of them 8 and pervert a Dutch Conſul s Daugh- 
ter at Meſſina, 6. 

Carmelites, very debauch'd, 3. 

Carnaval at Venice, 3; how abus'd by the Monks and 
Nuns, 5; and at Milan, 757. 

Caftilians, Monks head the Rebels, Nuns l 335. 

Caſuiſts, their Works faithfully printed at Geneva, 97. 

Catena, Girolamo, bis Life of Pius V. quoted touching 

the Pledge given on St. Bartholomew's Day, 30. 

Cerceau, Father, the Jeſuit, his Poetry more eſteem'd than 
the Poem of St. Proſper, 51. 

Cæſar, Julius, re prov'd for his Rapacity, 1323" look'don 

as agreat Robber, an illuſtrious Highwayman, 141. 

Chafai, a Turkirſh Saint, a Miracle which his Derviſes put 
him upon, 160. 

Chapellain, though a bad Poet, had large Penſion 8, 87. 


Charles IX. who thirſted for the Blood of the Proteſtants, 


ſettles the Maſſacre of St. Bartholomew with Alexandrin 
the Legate, and ſends him a Pledge of his Intention, 29. 
Charles Emanuel, King of Sardinia, his Intereſt to chart 
Iheodore and the Cor ſicans, Rina 
Charles Borromeo, the Patron of Milan, 74; ; loſt the Tip, 
of his Noſe for indulging ſweet Scents, 78. 
Children, Parents not ſo ee to kill ne as 0 
make them live in Miſery, 89. 
Chineſe, extraordinary Boaſters of Antiquity, 103, 
Chriſtians. See Naxarenes. 
Chriſtianity; Ste Naxarenim. Wb 
Chriſtopher, his Chine:-bone worſhiptd: at: Alis, "ol FJ 
Churches; Refuge of Aſſaſſins in Italy, 78; ja Privitegs 
:Tonngeg on the . e of beg 17 ue 
1 KK 3 EA Line Cicero, 
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Cicero, the excellent Moral contain'd in his Offices, 52 
the Dignity and Majeſtyof his Eloquence, 54 ; vaſtly ſu- 
perior to the modern Orators, $1, c. his Oration for 
Dejotarus, a Maſter-piece of Eloquence, 82; the Exor- 
dium of his ficſt Catiline Oration perfect, 83; in com- 
mon Cauſes not ſuperior to Patru and Errard, ib. 
ſcarce ever quoted from others, 84; his Attempt to 
prove the Equality of Crimes, 141; the Exemption gi- 
ven to his Works by Hardouin, 184; aſſerts the Plura- 
lity of Gods, 367. | | 
Circumciſion preſcrib'd to King Theodore. See Dedication, 
Cities, Naples, ſaid to be finer than Rome, London, Paris 
and Venice, 58; compar'd to Priſons, 106; bated by 
the Arabians, 159. | | TER. 
Clement VIII. Pope, his Declaration touching the Maſ- 
ſaere of St, Bartholomew, 29. 
Cleopatra, her two Obelisks at Alexandria, 142. 
Clergy, very diſſolute at Venice, 6, 138, c. their Tricks 
with reſpect to the Holy Nail at Milan, 74; their Am- 
bition the Cauſe of Sanctuaries in Churches, and their 
Abuſe of them, 77; they would have protected Car- 
iouc he, 78; their Litigiouſneſs and Chicanery, 112 ; 
puniſh'd in France, by being depriv'd of their Reve- 
nues, 114; always ſelfiſh and covetous, ib. their Re- 
bellions rewarded by the Popes, ib. are the Cauſe of 
moſt Troubles, 126; are at all Times, and in all Pla- 
ces, moſt deceitful, 165; how kept from Controverſies 
in Holland, 346. 


” 


Coben, Nehemiah, a learn'd Jew, has a mind to give him- 
ſelf out to be the poor Mefliah, and his Diſputes with 
the Impoſture Sabatai Sevi, 17. 8 ä 

Coligni, Admiral de, his Death increas'd Henry IV. “s 
Party, 112. 54 | | 

Column of Pompey at Alexandria, 142. 

Comedy, the Engliſh miſrepreſented by Muralt, 129. 

Commentaries, Snares to entrap Senſe and Reaſon, 50. 

Commentators, ſuch Idolizers of the Ancients, as to deify 
their very Defects, 49; ſhare in the Praiſe they beſtow 

upon their Authors, whom they commend for Faſhi- 
on's Sake, ib. always extol the Author upon whom 
they comment, which often ſubjects them to Contra- 

diction, 5. eee * 


IANA DO EXE 
Competency, one of the Sources of human Happineſs, 25 
Conquerors, their great Qualities as little to be eſteemed as 
thoſe of a Highwayman, 133; illuſtrious Robbets, or 

Brigands, 1414. ieee & gh tale 
Controverſies, thoſe of the Catholicks faithfully printed 
at Geneva, 97. 1 J JON 221% = 
Convents, thoſe of the young Women in France, ſad Pri- 
ſons, $8. | eb 029 
Con vulſionaries, very knaviſh, 2; mad, and deſerve to be 

ſent to the Galleys, 13; numerous and ſtupid, 19, &c. 
true Prophets of Misfortunes, 20. t 
Coptes, the Remains of the ancient Egyptians, 104, 1883 

follow Dieſcorus's Hereſy, 104; their Language loſt; ib. 
Cordeliers not very ſcrupulous, 2. e 5D! 
Corneil, Peter, ſuperior to Sophocles, 53; Thomas inferior 
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to his Brother, and to Racine, and equal to the ancient. 


Tragedians, ib. 

Corſica, its Situation. good or bad for France, according 
to what Sovereign it has, 13; its Harbours block up 

_ thoſe of Provence, ib, © 15 
Corſicans, a third Party amongſt them, 116; ſilly Argu- 
ments, and various Reflections upon their Underta- 

king, 117, &. SDA 8 t au, 

Cortes, Ferdinando, a great Murderer, See Dedication? 
Councils of Princes fruitful in Excuſes as the Jeſuites, 120. 
Court of Rome, every thing venal there, whether profane 
or ſacred, by the Confeſſion of a Pope, Preſace; not 
liked by the Venetians, 3 ; ſells its Relicks very dear, 43 


an; 


its Cruelty deſcrib'd, 29; Indulgences its current 


Coin, 31; its Quirks and Cavils, 112; rewards the 
Clergy for Rebellion, 115; it hangs Savonarola for 
cenſuring its Frauds, 165. ee eee 
Courtezans, the Venetians furniſh their City well with 
them, 3; they ſtudy. Politicks, ib. one builds a Chapel 


with her Gains, ib. the Behaviour of thoſe of Venice, 36. 
an Egyptian Madam builds one of the Pyramids; TIF5. 
Crebillon may be compared with the ancient Writers ol 


Eragedy; !! 57 5: l i LT 3196 
Crime, is always the ſame, 133, 4 ? 
Criminals, great ones prais'd, petty ones cenſur d 132. 
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Cruelty of the French in forcing their Daughters into Con- 
vents, like that of the Peruvians, who deyour their In- 
fants, 83. 

Cypras taken by the Turks from the Venetians, 141, 


D 


Dame, who did not underſtand Latin, yet was foi impus 
dent as to undertake the Reviſal of Thuanus's Hiſtory 
With the Original], 41. 
Danes, ſhamefully defeated by Swediſh Peaſants, 139. 
Daughters, cruelly clapp'd up in France in Convents, 88; 
; uſefal and judicious Reflections on that barbarous Cu- 
ſtom, 93; the Arts uſed to confine them, 92, Ne. 
Debauchees, very quiet in France, 14. 
Demoniacts, hardly any in England and Holland, noMonks 
being there, 17; in the Milaneſe have Recourſe to St. 
Clou, 74; one of the Mines of the Monks, 157. 
Demoſthenes, the Strength and Sublimity of his Stile, 543 
very much ſuperior to the modern Orators 81; ane 
ever quoted by them, 84. 
Denain, the Allies defeated there by Marſhal Pillars, 140. 
Denis, Abbè of St. Denis acculed of the Falſification of all 
the ancient Authors, 183. 
Denunciations, or Informations, how cuddle at 8 5. 
Der viſes, their Impoſtures, 162; fond of Miracles, 165. 
Des- Cartes, a great Naturaliſt, 52; a Reftorer of Philo- 
ſophy, 167; gives the fatal Blow to that of the Schoo]- 
men, 168; People fond to read his Works, ib. Nature 
of his Method, 170; his Modeſty, 171. a 
| Des Prennx. Vide Boilean. | 
Devi of a Hog, a Fable of the Monks at Naples, 60 ; how 
they're diſpofſeſs'd in England and Holland, 20; 'fome 
very eaſy to be turn d ont of Bodies, ib. the Familiari- 
ties of the Monks with ſome of them, 152, .. 
Diſpates, the Monks make « Trade and A Practice 
of them, 66. 
— very oritainat Wrede Muren, 6% | 
Dragooning. Ses Perſecution and Papiſt. 
Drunkennefs, the'Swiſs very much addified to it, 124. 
Darct. commended, Pref. their Artiſans applauded, „347, 


but the common People like other Nations, 342; their 


Sobriety, Oc. 288. | — clogues, 
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Eclogues, their moſt eminent Authors, 53. 


Egypt, the Jews Cradle, 103; its ſeveral Maſters, 1043 
' ruined by the Greek Emperors, and the Mahometans, ib. 
conquered by Meezledin, 159. | | 
Egyptians, their ridiculous Worſhip expoſed, 162; very 
different from the Turks, 34; their fabulous Origin, 
and ridiculous Dynaſties, 103. See Coptes and Bedouins. 
Flegy, what Authors have moſt excell'd in it, 53, ec, 
Elements, confuſedly treated of by Ariſtotle, 172. 
Eloquence, that of the French good, but inferior to the 
Greek and Roman, 54, 81; the Circumſtances:that cauſe 
this Difference, $1; the Italian is puerile, 54; ſome 


Subjects favour it more than others, 81; is very often 


venal, 35, 86. 
Empire of the Eaſt, its various Revolutions, 139. 


Empire, German, once in great Danger from the French 
and Turks, 140. 


Empires, their Riſe and Fall like that of Men, 139; a Me- 


diocrity contributes to preſerve them, 141. : 
Engliſh, their Applauſes generous, 76; their Eloquence 


manly and vigorous, 85; very Jeſuites with reſpe@ to 


Gibraltar and Port- Mahon, 119; Letters on their Man- 
ners, 130. 


Epicurus, a bad Naturaliſt, and an indifferent Metaphyſi- 


Clan, 52. ; 
Epiſtles Dedicatory, the Abuſe and Contempt of them ex- 
oſed, 38; Theodore of Corſica, the Patron of this Vo- 
ume. See Dedication. | 
Errard, equal to Cicero in common Cauſes, $3 ; but not 
ſo perfect as the Church Orators, 87. 
Errors are not deſtroy'd, but only change Names, 165. 
Ethiopians, great Boaſters of their Antiquity, 103. 
Eunuchs, Actors in Comedy, 76. 
Euripides, not ſo accompliſhed as Racine, 53. 0 
Europe, a new Form given it by the Hans, Goths, & c. 147. 
Ewe, of St. Francis, a very devout.one, 267. 
Exorciſm, praiſed even upon brute Beaſts, 157, 
Extraordinary, any thing that is ſo, ſtrikes and ſeizes the 
Minds of the V ulgar, 19. | . 
5 | Fenelon, 
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Fenelon, Archbiſhop of Cambray, his Telemachus, a Work 
highly to be eſteem'd, ec. 137. 
Feriol, employ'd to no Purpoſe tor procuring a Copy of 
what we ſtill want of Titus Livy, 11. 
Feſtivals of the Church of Milan, an Opportunity for the 
Debauchery of the Monks and Friars, 76, 
Flechier, his Eloquence inferior to that of the Ancients, 54, 
but ſuperior to that of the Bar, 87. | 
Florentines, the firſt Merchants at Cairo, 159. 
Follard, Chevalier, a famous Convulſionary, 13. 
Folly, indulg'd to the laſt Degree at Paris, 188, 
Fontenelle, his Eclogues as good as Virgil's, and ſuperior 
to thoſe of Theocritus, 53; excepted out of the Works 
of the preſent Academy, ib. BE 
France protects Geneva, but may hereafter ſubdue it, 95; 
its Buildings not much adorn'd with Marble, 110; her 
Intereſt to thwart Theodore and the Corſicans, 118; the 
Mis fortune of the Inhabitants of her Frontiers, 266. 
French, much pre poſſeſs'd in favour of the Ancients, 51; 
- - courteous and civil to their Landlords, but flatter their 
Wives, 59; their Magiſtrates are too much Slaves to 
Forms, $4; cruel to their Daughters, 88; pretend to 
be deſcended from Hector, 104; Letters on their Man- 
ners and Cuſtoms, 129; their Inconſtancy, 187, 


G 

Galleys, a very proper Cure for the Fanaticiſm of the Con- 
vulſionaries, 13. 8 

Gaſſendi, a great Naturaliſt, 51 ; reſtores Philoſophy, at- 

- tacks Ariſtotle firſt, and finds many Adverſaries, 168, 

Gaufre, Father, his Familiarites, Oc. with the Devil, 152. 

Gauls ravag'd by the Barbarians, 141. | 

Geber, the learn'd Alchymiſt, a Paſſage of that Author, 179. 

Generoſity, a noble and moſt uncommon Inſtance of it in 
Boileau to Patru, 87. 

Geneva, its Deſcription, the Manners and Cuſtoms of its 
Inhabitants, 95; protected by France and the Sw1ſs, ib. 
the Metropolis of the Calviniſts Religion, 96; the 

- Nonſenſe of erecting Fortifications there, which may 
ſome Time or other tempt the French to become * 
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ſters of it, ib. its Trade in Silks and Books, ib. many 
Popiſh Tracts faithfully printed there, 97. 
Geneveſe, polite and affable, but affected and grave, 27 
great Enemies to the Papiſts, ib. the Purity of their 
Manners, 99; the Italians think them Devils, ib. 
Genoa formerly made Conſtantinople tremble, 141. 
Genoeſe, their magnificent Structures, 110; greatly per- 
plex'd what to do with Corſica, 136, 


Germans, are eaſy if they have but the beſt Apartment, 


and drink their Landlord's beft Wine, 59. 
Giauher, the Founder of Cairo, 159. 
Girard, Father, the Jeſuit, deſerved hanging, 145; de- 
bauches his fair Penſtent, 146; his Plea againſt her, 150; 
his diſorderly Behaviour very probable, and as good 
as confeſs'd, ib. kiſſes a Wound under Miſs Cadiere's 
Breaſt, and is embrac'd by Miſs Batarel, ib. is a great 
Knave and Hypocrite, 151 ES 
Givri, a French General, ridicules Cajetan the Legate, 32. 
Gondoliers of Venice, their Genius for Intrigues, 2; get a 
great deal of Money during the Carnival, 3. 
Good Senſe, one of the Sources of Mens Happineſs, 24. 
Government, all pretty near alike, having their Good and 
Bad, 130; the Wiſdom of that of Holland, 141. 
Greece abounds more than Rome, or even the Uniyerſe, 
in noble Structures, 110. 1 8 
Greek, ancient and modern, ſearce alike in any thing, 105; 
the old Language will perhaps be hardly known to the 
learned Europeans, ib. 
Greeks ſubdued Egypt, 104; underſtand not the ancient 
Language, 105; not ſo idolatrous as theFgyprians,163, 
Gregory I. Pope, condemns Livy to the Flames, 9. 
Grifonet, or Scribler, a Name invented to deſcribe the 
wretched Condition of a Hackney Writer, 36. 


Guarini, his Paſtor Fido as good as Virgil's Eclogues, and 


better than thoſe of Theocritus, 52. 
Happineſs, how Mankind are miſtaken about it, 24 it con- 
ſiſts in Virtue, Health, and a Competency; 25; good 
Senſe and Honeſty the only Means to attain it, ih. 
Hardouin, the Jeſuit, Reflections upon his extravagant 
Syſtem for running down the Authority of almoſt " 
N the 
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the ancient Writers, 182; what Authors he excepted, ib. 
confuted by la Croze and Norris, ib. ſtiled the Prince of 
Madmen, 182; his Aim was to ruin the Credit of the E- 
ditions of the Fathers publiſhed by the Benedictins, 187, 

Health, one of the Sources of human N 0p" 25, 

Heaven, four Ways to arrive at it, 98; the Bigots great 
Art is to ſecure it on their Side, 161, exc. | 

Hebraiſis, a ſort of Nazarene Jeus, 365, ec. 

Henry LV, ſet upon the Throne by the Proteſtants, 15, 
and Preface ; re-eſtabliſhes his Government as much by 
Good-nature as the Sword, 15; his Marriage a Pretext 

to ruin him, 28; his Frankneſs and Sincerity, 153. 

Hercules, his Statue at Rome, 112. 

Hieroglyphick Characters loſt as well as the Coptick, 104. 

Highwaymen, their Qualities as commendable as thoſe of 
Conquerors and Tyrants, 132, 141, Cc. 

Hiſtorians, generally to be ſuſpected, 305; the Spaniards 
as falſe and enthuſtaſtick as thoſe of the Monks, 59; 

many Facts left in Oblivion, 293 ; Precautions, 305. 

Hiſtory, the Ancients excel in Hiſtory, 52, 

Hochſtett, Defeat of the French there, 140, 

Holland, few Devils known in that Country, becauſe the 

Monks dare not let them be ſeen, 20; its Government 

wiſe, and not ambitious to Conqueſt, 141; an unfruit- 

ful Country, 342; ſeems to inſpire one with the Love 
of Philoſophy, and protects all Religions, 356. 

Homer, an excellent Poet, 52; has great Faults, but 
charming Beauties, ib. the Darling of this Part of the 
World as well as of Greece, 143. ; 

Horace, his Editions by the Monks caſtrated, 10; the 

| Excellency of his Odes, 54; quoted with reſpect to a 
Country Life, 106; upon his future Reputation, 147; 
all his Odes ſpurious according to Hardouin, 184. 

Houilloux, Prudhomme le, the Diſcoverer of the Pit Coal 
of Liege, 328. 

Hypocriſy, how deteſtable, 71, ec. 

| We 

Janſeniſts, their Convulſionaries very great Knaves, 2; 
their Books abuſive, their Eccleſiaſtical Gazette eſpeci- 
ally, 13; prohibited in vain, 12, think of nothing but 
increaſing their Party, 13; are very dangerous Lupe 

28 ors, 


INDEX. | 
Kors, 14; their hypocritical, abuſive and feditious Cha- 
racter, ib. are litigious and Cavillers, 112; decry the 
| Archbiſhop of Paris, and accept his Breviary, ib. exc. 
their Number increas'd by the violent Proceedings of 
the Council of Ambrun, 122; the ſharp Diſpute of a 
Couple of them with a Moliniſt, 144; are branded as 


Impoſtors, 145; the old Janſeniſts worthy of great 
Eſteem, Preface. 


Janſenius, the Moliniſts foiſt his pretended Propoſitions _ 


in the ſpurious Editions of his Auguſtinus, g7. 
Januarius, St. the annual Miracle of the Ebullition or 
Bubbling of his Blood, 61; the Neapolitans would cer- 


tainly be up in Arms it the Miracle did not happen every 


Year, ib, a ſevere Apoſtrophe upon this Occaſion, 62. 
Jeremiah, the Prophet, a Church built to his Name at Ve- 
nice, 4; one of his Teeth kept there as big as the Tooth 
ofa Horſe, ib. | | | 
Jeſuites, commended for their Politeneſs and good Man- 
ners, Preface; are very artful, 2; baniſh'd by the Fe- 
netians, and re-eſtabliſh'd, 3 ; all they think of is, how 
to increaſe their Party, 14; their unlimited Ambiti- 
ON, Cc. 15; their tyrannical Abuſe of an Order from 
Court, 14. 

Jews, the Venetian Churches bear the Names of theis 
Saints, 3; their Credulity in falſe Meſliahs,17; the Na- 
Zarenes Partiality againſt them, 61; will tolerate no 
Other Religion, 99; cannot obtain Leave to ſearch 
the Tyber, 111; Slaves every where but in Holland and 
in England, 358. : 

Ignatius of Loyola expelled Devils by a Verſa of Virgil, 20. 

Ignorant, the Learn'd ſuffer them to triumph, becauſs 
they don't care for an uneaſy Task to refute them, 181, 

Images, forbid to be made by God, 62, 


Imans and Derviſes, one of their Impoſtors, 160; are 


great Miracle-mongers, 165. 


Impoſtors are to be met with every where, 19; one by the 


Derviſes of Cairo, 160. 
Indians think God, Souls and Generations, eternal, 319. 
Indulgences, the current Coin of the Court of Rome, 31; 

one of the Mines of the Monks, 77 ee 


Integrity 
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Integrity one of the Sources of human Happinefs, 24. 

Job, a Jeſt upon the Church of his Name at Venice, 4. 

Joſephus, the Papiits accuſed of having foiſted a Paſſage 
in his Hiſtory, 97. 

Journal, des Trevoux, very partial, and deſpis'd, 42, Cc. 

Journals, literary Traps laid for Senſe and Reaſon, 49. 

Journaliſts, ſome in Bookſellers Pay, 41; many Ideots 
the Fools of their Management, ib. ezc. 

Italians, very ſuperſtitious, 58; their Politicks wicked, 31; 
ſorry Tragedians, 53; their Preachers true Harlequins 
and Scaramouches, 54; as great Bigots and Slaves to 
the Monks as the Spaniards, 59; fond of Miracles, 61; 
furious Perſecutors, 99; very jealous, 142, Cc. 

Italy ravaged by the Barbarians, 140. 

Juſtice horribly flow, and not very equitable, 108, 
Juvenal, his Editions by the Monks eaftrated, 10; aQuo- 
tation from him againſt the Egyptians Worſhip, 163. 

K 
'K:20wledge does not conſtitute Happineſs, 212. 
L | 

Ta Croze, his Vindicia veterum ſcriptorum againſt Father 
Hardouin, 182, | . 

Taity, Dupes to the Frauds of the Monks, cc. 4, 164, Oc. 

Tanguet, Parſon of St. Sulpice, a turbulent Fanatick, 113 
how he raved againſt the Breviary of Paris, 1143 his 
Book burnt by the common Hangman, ib. he takes 
for building his Church from all Sects, 115. 

Laune), a Roman Catholick of good Senſe, Preface. 


Lauſanne, the Capital of Vaudoi's Country, the Character 
of its Inhabitants, 123, | 


Laws-ſuits, their tedious Length, 108, 109, 


Learned advantage the Ignorant by deſpiſing them, 182. 


Legates, and other Miniſters of the Popes, Workers of 
- Rebellion, 29. | 


'Teige, its Deſcription, 327. 
Letters de Cachet, or an Order from Court, how they are 
abuſed by the Jeſuites, 


Tettres Juives, defended againſt bad Criticks, Preface. 
Lewis IX. died in Africa, 30J, | 


Lewis XII. K. of France, his Sincerity and Candour, 133; 
the Father of his People, jb, | 


Lewis 


INDEX 
Lewis XIV. his Orders to have Titus Livy complete, 10; 
his Liberality to bad Authors, particularly to Chape- 
lain, 87; while he ſuffer'd Patry to ſtarve, ib. he lays 


out vaſt Sums at Verſailles, 110; ſends for Antiquities 


from Rome, 112; is beaten at Hochſtert, and victorious 
at Denain, 140. 

Libertines, very quiet in France, enjoy Tranquillity, 14. 

Lies, always odious, 134; how abhor'd by the Perſians, iv, 

Loretto, great Indulgences gain'd there, 25; Story of the 
Clergy concerning a Houſe which is viſited there, 56 ; 
very much reverenced and frequented, and Peopleg 90 
to it as to a Ball and a Maſquerade, 57; Devoi'ion, or 
rather comick Behaviour of Pilgrims there, b. Con- 
jeures touching this pious Fraud, ib. Sc. 

Lou viers, Exorciſms of 5 there that were poſſeſs'd 

with an Evil Spirit, 152 

Tucretiuse i is preſerv'd entire, 10; his Book pernicious as 
tothe Deity, but admirable in all other Reſpects, ib. 

Luther, a German Monk, 345. 


Luxemburg finely painted by Rubens, 297. 


M 
Mabillion, a Catholick of good Senſe, Preface. 
Macedonians, the Rapidity of their Conqueſts, 139. 
Machiavel, his Politicks deteſtable, 135. 
Macriſi, a Turkiſh Doctor, Enemy to Miracles, 165. 


Magdalen, St. the Egyptian, a Venetian Harlot builds a 
Chapel to her out of her Gains, 3. 


Mahometans, their Derviſes as knaviſh as the Friars, 161, 
Maitre, le, his Eloquence inferior to the Ancients, 54; a 


great Quoter, 84; not ſo pertect as the Eccleſiaſtical 
Orators, 87, 


Malherbe, his Odes, though beautiful, yet inferior to thoſe 
of the Ancients, 54. 


Mallebranche, quoted againſt Queſtions not to be reſol- 
ved, 170, | 
Marble, not common in the Buildings of France, 110 ; but 


little of it at Verſailles, ib. the Turks take it from the 
Monuments of the ancient Towns, 6. 


Mark Anthony, rebuk'd for his Rapaciouſneſs, 132. 


Marot, his Poetry only mentioned by Bojleau, and not his 
Pſalms, 186, 


Liz Maſons 
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Maſons in Spain, their Mutiny, 352. 

Maſr, a Town abandon'd for Cairo, 159. 

Mediocrity, uſeful to the Preſervation of States, 141. 

Men, Pope's Eſſay on them, 21; a Lecture againſt their 
Pride, 22; Honeſty and good Senſe the Sources of their 
Happineſs, ib. always deceiving and deceived, 164, 

Menander equal to Moliere, 53. 8 0 

Meſſiah, one that call'd himſelf the poor Meſſiah, 17, ec. 

Meſſina, the Daughter of the Dutch Conſul there, deluded 
from her Father's Houſe, and himſelf threaten'd, 6, exc. 

Method, the Schoolmen had but little, and very bad, 170, 

Meevledin, a Caliph, conquers Egypt, 159. 

Milan, its Manners and Cuſtoms, 73; their Nobility co- 
vetous, 77, 

Allaneſe,very jealous, 74; their Patrons,CharlesBorromeo, 

and the Holy Nail, ib. they accommodate their Super- 

ſtition to their Pleaſures, 75; their theatrical Repre- 

Jentations, and Method of applauding them, 76; their 

Aſſaſſins numerous, ib. their Relicks, 78. 


Military. See Officers. 


Milton, inferior to the Ancients, 52. 

Minarets, Stee ples of the Turks, 160. 

Miracles, the Italians fond of them, 60; that of the De- 
vil of a Hog, ib. that of the Bubbling of St, Januarius's 
Blood, 61; thoſe of the Holy Nail at Milan, 74; that 
of St, Martina, with regard to the Cow that was bede- 
vil'd, 158; that of a Turkiſh Saint, 161; the Arabians 
not fond of them, 100, 


\Aiſtreſſes, thoſe of the Venetian Prelates and Prieſts very 


vain and indiſcreet, 27. 
Moderns and Ancients, how the Diſpute about the Prefer- 
ence to be given to either, ſhould be ſettled, 52, ec. 
Moliere comparable, if not ſuperior, to the Greek Come- 
dians, 53, 
Moliniſts are good natur'd and complaiſant, but ambiti— 
ous and perſecuting, 15; are the Cauſe of balf the Ca- 
lamities of France, ib. foiſt five Propoſitions into the 
fraudulent Editions of Janſenius, 97; are litigious and 
vindictive, 112; fall on the Breviary of Paris, and run 
down the Archbp. 113; the Diſcretion of Jeſuites, 116; 
the Diſpute of one with two Janſeniſts, 145, Cc. 
Monarchs, Ste SoVereigns, Monks 
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Monks put a vaſt Number of Jews to Death in Spain, 3345 
thoſe in Spain doubly wicked to thoſe in France, 338; 
but the Pontiffs worthy of their Rank, 75. 

Monks, are very diſſolute at Venice, 6, 27; have mangled 


and deſtroy'd many Writings, 9; their Diſhoneſty re- i 
ſtrain'd by Printing, ib. but they ſubject it to a kind of «| 
Inquiſition, 11; truck their ty Lag for the Favours + 
of Harlots, 26; abandon themſelves to all the Plea- ** 
ſures of the Carnival at Venice and Milan, where they # 
act Comedies, 27, 75; cauſe Henry IV. to be afſaſ= 7 


ſinated, 33; their Abuſe of the Sanctuaries of Church- 
es, 77, Cc. are greedy and Liers, 79; the Cauſes of 
moſt Diſturbances, 126; their Abuſe and Traffick of 
Relicks, 157; their three Mines, viz, Relicks, Indul- 
gences and Demoniacks, ib. they cannot live without 
Caballing, 169; are bred to diſpute eternally, 7b. Sc. 
diſpiſe good Senſe and Reaſon, 168; their fiery Su- 
perſtition, 32; 

Montagne, a Quotation from him concerning Cruelty, 89; 
he predicts the Fall of Ariſtotle's Philoſophy, 172. 

Monuments don't immortalize Sovereigns, 143; uſeful 
only to the middling Sort of People, ib. 

Moral of the Ancients very beautiful, 52. 

Morea taken from the Veretians by the Turis, 141. 

Moſes, a Banter upon the Church of his Name at Venice, 3; 
his Rod preſerv'd at Milan and Rome, 79; the idle Sto- 
ries of it by Abarbanel, ib. his Brazen Serpent at AMi— 
lan, 80; a Jeu of Candia pretends to be the ancient 
Moſes, and ruins many credulous Fews, 18; 

Motte, Houdart de la, deſpis'd, 52; his Odes, tho' good, 
inferior to thoſe of the Ancients, 54, 

Muralt's Letters on the French and Engliſh criticis'd, 129. 


N | a 
Nail, Holy, at Milan, ſuppos'd to come out of the real 
Croſs, 74; the Miracles aſcrib'd to it, i. half a hun- 
dred more of them in Europe, 74, Cc. 
Naples, City, often ravaged, 58; its fine Monuments, 75. 
tis large, regular, and more beautiful in the general 
than the chief Cities of Europe, ib. not ſo pleaſant to 
live in as Rome, 60; its Court in cloſe Alliance with 
that of Spain, 119, : 
apts Ll 3 Naxa- 
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Naxarenes, their Partiality againſt the Jews, 62; their 
Cruelties towards the cloiſter'd Nuns, $9; oblig'd to 
to fix their Antiquity, as well as the Jews, at the Crea- 
tion of the World, 103; the Perſecutions of them in- 
creaſe their Number, 122; are very credulous as to 
the Poſſeſſion of Demoniacks, 152. 

Nazareth, the Virgin Mary's Habitation carried thence 
through the Air to Dalmatia and Italy, 56. 

Neapolitans, the moſt wicked People in Europe, 58; their 
Banditti extirpated by the Germans and Spaniards, 59; 
their Diſpoſition to the Germans, the French and Spa- 

niards, ib, even thoſe of Diſtinction ſtupid and ignor- 
ant, ib. c. their Nobility go to live at Rome, 60; the 
Beauty and Magnificence of their Temples, ib. are 
very ſuperſtitious, 61; are Dupes to their Miracle of 
St. Januarius, ib. a ſmart Reflection upon it, 62. 

Newton, Sir Iſaac, commended by Pope, 22; a great Na- 
tural Philoſopher, 24; is thought to have died an A- 

„ ä | 

Nobility of Brabant fooliſhly vain, 281. 

Nicolas, Father, a Carmelite, deſerv'd hanging; his De- 
baucheries, 151, | | 
Nobility, the Neapolitans ignorant and ſtupid, 59 ; the Mi- 
laneſe covetous and ſtingy, 77; their Cruelty to their 

Daughters in Nunneries, 93. 

Norris, his Miles Macedonicus againſt Father Hardouin,182, 

News Eccleſiaſtical, ſeditious and abuſive, 13. 

Nuns, their Gallantry at Venice, 27; act Comedies at 
Milan, 75; thoſe of Paris more chaſte, but much re- 
ſtrain'd, 88; uſeful and ſolid Reflections upon their 
Lives, ib. Sc. Arts made uſe of to confine them, 89, Cc. 


O 
Oath, a very odd one, 296. 
Ode, the Ancients perfect, 53, 
Officers, French, are haughty and inſufferable, 174. 

Ons, Tſaac, arrives at Smyrna, 16; at Alexandria, 102; 
and at Cairo, 159. 
Orators, the ancient Greek and Roman very much ſuperior 
to the Moderns, 54; the French vaſtly inferior, 81; 
Circumſtances the Cauſe of ſuch Difference, ib. the 
Laity not ſo perfect Hrators as the Clergy, 86. See 
Advocates. VV Oratory, 
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Oratory, Fathers of, ſtaunch Janſeniſts, Preface, 

Oſman, Baſhaw. See Bonneval, Count de. 

Oſſat, Cardinal, reports a Confeſſion made by Pope Cie. 
ment VIII. relating to the Maſſacre of St. Bartholo- 
meu, 29. | 

Ovid, the Editions of him by the Monks caſtrated, 10; 
Beauty of his Elegies, 53. 


P 

Painters eminent at Antwerp, 300, 

Palaces deſpiſed by the Bedouins, 105, 

Papiſts, Books greatly corrupted by them, 97; diſlike all 
Religions but their own, 98; the Baniſhment of them 
from Ireland ſerv'd but to increaſe their Number, 122, 

Paradiſe, four Ways that lead to it, 98. 

Patru, his Eloquence inferior to that of the Ancients, 54; 
equal to Cicero in common Cauſes, 83; not ſo perfect 
as the Church Orators, 87; labours but grows a Beg- 
gar, ib. Des Preaux's Generoſity to him, 86. 

People made themſelves Slaves by building Towns, 105. 

Pera, one of the Suburbs of Conſtantinople, once in the 
Poſſeſſion of the Genoeſe, 141. 

Perſians, their Conqueſt of Egypt, 104; their Abhorrence 
of a Lie, 134; Education of their Children, ib. 

Peruvians fatten and eat their Concubines Children, 88. 


Petronius almoſt entirely recover'd, 10; what Diſputes 


have been about the Fragments of his Works, 184. 

Pharos, or Watch- tower of Alexandria, one of the ſeven 
Wonders of the World, 102; built by Soſtraſtus of 
Cnidus, ib, ruined and buried under Water, ib. 


Philip II. King of Spain, his ſanguinary Barbarities made 


him loſe the United Provinces, 122. 

Philoſophy poorly taught heretofore in France, and de- 
ſpiſed, 167; revived by Des-Cartes and Gaſſendi, 178 z 
the Diſcoveries which the World is obliged to them 
for, 169 ; that of the Schools deſtroyed by Gaſſendi and 

Des. Car ies, ib. its various Imperfections, 168. 

Pzhiloſophers Stone, Remarks on that fooliſh Science, 179; 

few good Books among the great Number of thoſe 

that treat of it, ib. K. Geber the moſt learned and diſtinct 

Author that ever wrote on that Subject, ib. its Begin- 


ning deceitful, Middle painful, and End Beggary, 180. 


Philtres, 
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Philtres, or Love - potions, can't determine the Will, but 
diſpoſe the Body to yield to the firſt Object, 147. 
Pictures, forbid to be carried from Rome, 111. | 
Pilgrimages to Loretto, meer Parties of Pleaſure, Gallan- 
try, and fantaſtick Devotion, 57. 
Pindar excells in the Ode, 54. 


Pius V. Pope, puts Cardinal Alexandrin upon ſolliciting 
the Maſſacre of St. Bartholomew, 30; his Life written 
by Catena, ib. | 
Plato, a bad Natural Philoſopher, and but an indifferent 
Metaphyſician, 52, 
Plautus not inferior to Moliere, 54. 


Pliny, according to Hardouin, almoſt the only ancientAu- 
thor, 182. 


Poem, Epick, of the Ancients, that of the Moderns very 
much inferior to it, 53. 

Politicks of the Court of Rome, and indeed of all the Ita- 
lians, very crafty and cruel, 31. 

Pollnitz, Baron de, was once an Eccleſiaſtick, Dedication, 

Pompey, his Column at Alexandria an excellent Piece, 142. 

Pomponius, Biſhop of Naples, delivers that City from a 
Hog poſleſs'd with a Devil, 61. 

Pope, the beſt Poet in England, 21. 

Popes of Rome, their Miniſters Workers of Rebellion, 293 
their Politicks very knaviſh and cruel, z 1; how they re- 


ward their Clergy for Rebellion, 115; their ſcanda- 
lous Traffick in Relicks, 156, exc. 


- 


Poſſeſſion and Obſeſſion of the Devil, meer Impoſtures of 


the Monks, 152; that of a Cow deliver'd by St. Mar- 
tin, 158, | 
Praiſe of a Book not a ſure Rule to judge of its Merit, 50, 
Preachers, a ridiculous Sermon of an impertinent one, 98; 
their Abuſe of the Pulpit cenſur'd, 101 ; the ſtrict Exa- 


mination they ought to paſs before they have a Li- 
cence to preach, ib. 


Prefaces, Snares laid to entrap the Underſtanding and. 
good Senſe, 50; moſt of them untrue, 76, 


Prejudices, ſtrongly planted by the Schoolmaſters, exc. in 
the Minds of the Youth, 54. 


Printing, a Curb to the Knavery of the Monks, 9, 
Propertius, his Elegies very beautiful, 53. | 
Proſper's 


C 
Proſper's Poem not printed ſo often as Cerceau's Poets 
ry, 51. 
Proteſtants, keep up the Honour of their Families, with- 
out cruelly cloiſtering their Daughters, 94. 
Provence, its Parliament vindicated as to their Sentence 
on Father Girard and la Cadiere, 151, | 
Provinces loſt to Spain by Philip's II.'s Cruelty, 
Prudence too much confounded with Diſhoneſty, 


Q 


Quakers, a Deſcription of them, 362. : 
Quotations, Pleadings formerly abounded with them; 

not ſo many in all Cicero as in Page 1 of le Maitre, 
Vietiſm, Books of their Opinion, 246. 


R 


Racine, a Quotation from him concerning the Aſſaſſina- 
tion of Henry IV. 33. 

Rapin Thoiras, a good Hiſtorian, but inferior to the An- 
CIents; 32. 


Rebellion, the Clergy make their Court to the Pope by 


it, 115. 

Red Sea, its Paſſage by the 7/raelites not mention'd by any 
Writer, 293. | 

Religions, there's but one, properly ſpeaking, though di- 
verſify'd by Worſhip and Ceremonies, 98; the moſt 
abſurd have been profeſs'd by the greateſt Men, 366. 

Revenues, Deprivation of them, the Puniſhment of the 
Clergy in France, 115. 

Ripperda, Duke, his Retirement to Morocco, and Call to 
Corſica, Dedication. 

Rome, ancient, had not ſo many ſtately Buildings as 
Greece, 110; Money ſcarce there: No Trace left of 
the Blood of the ancient Romans, 140. 


S 


Saint Julian, a Village of Savoy near Geneva, 99, 

Saladin built the Citadel of Cairo, 159. 

Saluſt, an excellent Hiſtorian, ; 

Salutation, made to the Venetian Nobility by kiſſing their 
Sleeves, 57. 


Sanctuaries 


1 N DE ©. 

Sanfuaries of Churches, founded on the Ambition of the 
Prieſts, 77; Princes and Embaſſadors don't grant them 
to Criminals, 76, 

Savonarola hang'd for preaching againſt the Diſorders of 
the Court of Rome, 165. ; | 


Segaris, his Eclogues equal to Virgil's, and ſuperior to thoſe 
of Theocritus, 53. 


Seneca, the Tragedian, inferior to Pradon, 52. 


| Sermons, an impertinent one by a Savoyard Parſon, 99. 


Shoemakers, a formidable Body at Madrid, 351. 

Socrates, his aſſerting the Unity of the Diety coſt him his 
Life, 368. | | 
Solon builds a Temple to Venus, with a Tribute from the 

common Women, 3, 
Sophocles not ſo accompliſh'd as Corneille, 53. 


Sovereigns, dependant on God alone, to be obey'd what- 


ever be their Religion, 32, Cc. Telemachus compos'd 
for their Inſtruction, 


Soul has no innate Idea, 199. 

Souls in Purgatory, Whores ſet apart the Gain of one 
Day in the Week to pray for them, 138. a 
Spain grants Burial to Comedians, France does not allow 
it, and England erects Monuments to their Memo- 

"ries, 341. | 

Spaniards, their Cruelty towards the Americans, 68; de- 
ſcrib'd, 349, Cc. 

Statius in a Manner ador'd the Eneid, 185, 

Sublime, the plaineſt Diction ſufficient to expreſs it; In- 
ſtance of it in Geneſis, 8 1; that in the Exordium of Ci- 
cero's Oration for Dejotarus, 28. 

Sultans. See Grand Seigniors. 


Sweden, its ſad State after the Defeat of Charles XII. 139. 


Swedes, the wonderful Valour of their Peaſants, 139. 
Switzers train up their Troops at the Expence of other 
Sovereigns, 125. 1 5 


y 


Tacitus, an excellent Hiſtorian, 52, 
Tamerlane, the ſuppos'd Son of a Shepherd, 177. 
Terence equal to Moliere, 53. 
Terſolto, a Mountain of Dalmatia, the firſt Stage of the 
Virgin Mary's Houſe in its Journey to Loreto, 56, 
| Theocritas, 


1 % 


« % 


Theocritus, inferior to Virgil, and even to Guarini, Segaris 
and Fontenelle, 53. ; 
Thucydides, an excellent Hiſtorian, 52. 
Tibullus, his Elegies very good, 53. 
Titus Livy, an excellent Hiſtorian, 52. 
Turks look upon Sodomites as Saints, 200, 


* 
Valencia, a Monk headed a Gang of Thieves, 354, &. 
Vega, Lopes de, a good comick Spaniſh Author, 53. 
Verſailles, little Marble there, the Statues excepted, 110, 
Voyages, their Ule, 329, 


Witchcraft, the Nazarenes extremely credulous in this 
Matter, 152, | 


+ 
Xenophon, an excellent Hiſtorian, 52. 


| | * 

Youth, ſpoil'd by their Tutors or Governors, who fill 
them with Prejudices, 55. 

Ypecacuna, a Remedy for Dyſenteries, 227. 


| Z DS 
Zeal, when extravagant for Religion, pernicious, 301, 
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AGE 20s, 1. 28, &c. for I am at leaſt poſitive, that the Goddeſs 
Venus has, at leaſt, as many Votaries here who perform their Vows 

to hey, read and 1 am pretty certain that Venus has, at leaſt, as many 
Votaries here Who offer up their Vows to her; p. 216, Notes, f. ſome, 
r. a little; p. 220, I. 27, for to go, r. ge to; p. 239, I. 3, Notes, 
1. diviſibles; ib. I. 24, Notes, f. adque, r. ad qua; ib. 1. reſpondit; 
240, l. 37, r. perfectly; p. 265, I. 5, f. erected, r. created; p. 284, 

. and that in all Countries, r. and in all Countries they are much alile; 


| p. 300, 1,16, f. to throw, r. throw 3 p. 315, 1, ult, f. the, (Catch 


Word) r. their, 
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